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LETTER I. 

MifiHo-<iiEi T'ojWI/x Clarissa flSRiowE. 
Wtdtte/djy Nighty March 22. 

ANGRY!— WhSt lht)old I be angry for?— I ant 
mightily pleafed with your heiioni^ as y-iu call 
it. I only wonder at youf paiiencc wiih .nc j 
that's all. I am forry 1 gave you ihc trouble of Tfl 
long a Letter upon the occaHoii (a), notwithftandiag 
Che pleafure 1 received in reading ic. 

I believe you did vdt imend refei^es to me : Fqr 
two reafons I believe you did not: Firf^, bccaufe yoil 
Jay you did not : Next, bei:aure you have not at jet 
been aWc to convince ymirfelf how it is 10 be wiiQ 
fou ; aod perfecuted as you arc, how To to fcparate 

(a) See ToL I. Let. mvii Tac tlie occafioa : And Letteti iw'vtv, 
xl, of the Jmoc Volume, foi the freedoms CUiiKik iOQW''t/^>> te^- 
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4 ' 7he History of Vol. 2. 

the cffcfts that fpring from the two caufcs [Perfecution 
aod Lovey as to give to each its particular due. But 
this I believe I hinted to you once before ; and lb 
vill fay no more upon that fobjcdl at prefcnt. 
" Robin fays, you had but juft depofited your In ft 
parcel vphen he took it: For he was there but half an 
hour before, and found nothing. He had fi?en my 
impatience, and loitered about, being willing to bring 
jtnc fomething from you, if poffible. 

My Coufin Jenny Fynnett is here, and .defires to 
be my bedf^^liow to-nigh \ So I fhall not have an 
opportunity to fit down with a ferioufnefs and at- 
tention which the fubjefts of yours require. For fhe 
IS all prate, you know, and loves ro fet me a-prating ; 
Yet comes tipon a' very grave occafion — To procure 
my Mother to go with her to her Grandmother Lar- 
kin, who has been long bed'^i idden \ and at laft has 
taken it into her head that (he is mortal, and there- 
fore will make her Will ; a woik ilie was till now 
extremely avcrfc to ; but it muft be upon condition 
that my Mother, who is her diftant rciaiiou, will go 
to her, and advife her as to the particulars ot it : For 
ihe has an high opinion, as every one elfe has» of my 
Mother's judgment in all matters relating to Wills, 
Settlements, and fuchlike notable affairs. 

Mrs. Larkin lives about feventecn miles off; and 
es my Mother cannot endure to lie out of her own 
houfe, fhe propofes to fet out early in the morning* 
that (he may be able to get back again at nigh\ So, 
to-morrow I (hall be at your Devotion from day-light 
• to day-light ; nor will I be at home to any-body. 

As to the impertinent man, I have put him upon 
cfcortipg the two Ladies, in order to attend my 
Mother home at. night. Such expeditions as ihefc, 
nnd to give us women a little air of vanity and 
alTurednefs at public places, is all that I know thefe 
dangling fellows are good for. 

I have bimcd before, that I could almoft wifti my 

• * MQiher 



Let. I, ClarifTa Harlowe. S 

Mother and 'Mr. Hicktnaa would make a match of 
h : And I here repeat my wifhes. What -figaifies a 
difFercnce of Fifteen or Twenty years; erpecialljr 
when the Lady has Spirits that wiU make her young ai 
long time, and ihe Lover is a mighty fober man ? — 
I think verily, I could like him better for a Papa, than 
for a nearer relation : And they are ftrange admirers 
of one another. 

But allow me a perhaps ftill better (and, z^xo yean 
more fuiiuble and happier) difpofal \ for the m^n ac 
leaft — What think you, my dear, of compromifing 
with your friends, by rcjedling both your men, and 
encouraging my parader ? — If your likiog one of. 
the two go no farther than ondifUnaf, I believe ic 
will do. A rich thought, if it obtain your approba- 
tion I In this light, I Biould have a prodigious refpeft 
for Mr. Hickman ; more by half than I can have id 
the other. The vein is opened— *ShaU I let it flow ? 
How difficult to whhftand conftitDtional foibles ! 

Hickman is certainly a man more in your tafte than 
any of thofe who have hitherto been brought to ad-* 
drefs you. He is mighty fober, mighty grave, and 
all that. Then you have told me, that he is your 
favourite. But that is becaufe he is mv Mother's 
perhaps. The man would certainly rejoice at the 
transfer ; or he muft be a greater fool than I take him 
to be. 

- O but your fierce Lover would knock him o* the 
head — I forgot that! — What makes me incapable of 
ierioufncfs when I write about this Hickman ? — ^Yct 
the man fo good a fort of man in the main ? — But 
who is perfe^ ? This is one of my foibles. And ic is 
fomething for you to chide me for. 

You btiieve me to be very happy in my profpefts 
in relation to him : Becaufe you a^e fo very unhapp)^ 
hi the foolifh uiagc you meet witb,'you are apt (as I 
fufpcft) to think tLit tolerable which othtt^\fc 'WCk^aW 
be far iiombting fo, I dare fay, vou ^ovJiAi "^^"^^ 

B \ ^ ^'^^ 
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If ith all your grave airs, like him for jourfelf ;. 
except, being ^ddrefled by Solmes and him, you were 
obliged to have one of them. — I haye given you a 
left. Let me fee what you'll fay to it. 

For my own part, I confefs to you. that Lhave 
great exceptions to Hiclcman. Behind IVedlcck never 
yet once emcFed into my head at one time. Shall L 
give you my free thoughts of him ? — Of his heji and 
hi8 'worft\ and that as if I were writing to one who 
knows him not? — I think I will. Yet it is impoffible- 
I fhould do it gravely. The fubjeit won't bear to be 
fb treated in my opinion. We are. not come fo far 
as that yet, if ever we (hall : And to do it in another 
Arain,, ill becomes my. picft^nt real concecn for you. 

Herb I was interrupted- on the. hone/b man's ac- 
count. He has been here thefe two hours — courting 
the Mother for the Daughter, I fuppofe: — Yet fhc^ 
v^ants no courting neither : 'Tis well one of us does ;. 
tflfe the man would have nothing but halcyop ; and 
be remifs, and fancy of courfe. 

He was going. His horfes at the door. My^ 
Mother feat for me down^ pretending to want to fay. 
foniething to me*. 

Something fhe faid when I came that fignified no- 
thing — ^Evidently, for no reaibn called me, but to- 
give me an opportunity to fee what a fine bow her 
tnan could make ; and that he imight wiih.me a good- 
night. She knows f am not over-ready to oblige him> 
Hk'ith my company, if I happen to be otherwifb en- 
gaged. I could not help an air a little upon the fret- 
ful, when l.fuund (he had nothing of moment to fay 
to me, and when I faw her intention.. 

She fjnileid off the vifible fretfulnefs, that the man 
might go away in good humour with himfelf. 

He bowed to the ground, and would have tak(rn 

my hand, his whip in the other^ tdid not like to be 

£0 cpJDpduioncd : 1 withdrew my hand, but couched 

hi$ 
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his ellx>wwith a motion, as if from his low bow I had 
fuppofed him falling, and would ha?e helped him up 
*-A fad flip, it might have been t faid L 

A mad girl ! fmiled it off my mother* 

H« was put quite out ;, took his horfe-bridle, flrump^ 
cd back, back, back» bowing» till he run againft his 
iervant. I laughed. He mounted his horic. I mount-- 
cd up ftairs, after a little ledlure.^— And my head is fo 
filled with him, that I muA refume my intention i ia 
hopes to divert you for a few moments* 

Take it then — ^His befi^ and bis worjf, as I fail 
before*^ 

Hickman is a fort of fiddling,, bufy^ yet, to borrow 
a word from yoi», unbufy man : Has a great deal to 
do, and iecms to me to dispatch nothing* Irrefolutc 
and cfaangeabie in every-thing^ but in teazing me 
with his nonienfe \ which yet, it is evident,, he mu(t 
continue upon my Mother's iotereft more tbaL upoa 
his own hopes ; for none have I given him^ 

Then I have a quarrel againft his face, though in 
his perfon, for a well-thriven man, tolerably genteel 
— Not to hia features fo much neither v for what, as 
you have often obferved^ are features in a man ? — 
But Hickman, with ftrong lines^ and big cheek and 
chin bones, has not the maoUnefs in his afpeA, which 
Lovelace has with the moll regular and agreeable: 
features* 

Then what a (ct and formal mortal is he in fome 
things I — I have not bt;en able yet to laugh him out 
of his long Bib and Beads* Indeed, that is, becaulb 
my Mother thinks they become him; and I would 
not be fo free with him, as to own I ihould ehufc to^ 
have him leave it off. If he did, fo particular is. the 
man, he would certainly, if left to himfelf,. fall inio 
a King William VCravat, or fome fuch antique chin- 
cuihion, as by the pictures of that Prince one. foes, 
was then the faibion. 

As to his drcis in general, he ca.uixoL\i\&^tAL >»& 

B 4 <;dSisJ 



^ 7'ie UisroKY of Vol. i 

called a floTen, but fometimes he Is too gaudy, at 
otbcir times too pUin, to be uniformly elegant. And 
for his mannerSy he makes fuch a buftle with ihcuir 
and about them, as would induce one to fufpeA that 
they are itiore flraogers than familiars to htm. You, 
I know» lay this to his fearfulncfs of difobliging or 
offendiog. Indeed your Over-doers generally give the 
offence they endeavour to avoid. 
. The .man however is honell : Is of family : Has a 
clear and good eilate ; and may one day he a Baronet, 
|in*t pleafe you. He is humane and bcnevo'enr, to- 
lerably generous, as people fay ; and as / might fay 
too, u I would accept of his bribes; which heoflfcrs 
ia hopes of having them all back agiiiin, and the 
bribed into the bargain.. A method taken by all cor« 
ruptersj from old Satan, to the lowcA of his fervants. 
Yetj to.rpeak in the language of a peifon I am bound 
to honour^ he is deemed a prudent man \ that is tO 
fay, a gocd. manager* 

Then I caoiiot but confefs, that now I like not 
any-body better, whatever I did OQce. 

fie is no fox-hunter : He keeps a pack indeed ; 

but prefers not his hounds to his fellow-creatures. 

No bad fign for a Wifc^ I own. He loves his horfe ; 

but diflikes Raciug in a gaming way, as well as aU 

.forts of gaming. Then he is fober \ modei^ ; They 

fjyj virtuous ; in ihort, has qualities that .Mothers 

would be fond of in a Hulband for their Daughters \ 

and for which perhaps their Daughters would be the 

happier could they judge as well for themfelves, as 

experience pcjfibly may teach them to judge for their 

future D^iugh e:-. 

Neverthekf«j to own the truth, I cannot fay I 
love the man ; oor, I believe, ever fhail. 

Strange I that thefe fober fellows cannot have a 
decent fprightlinefs, a modtft afTurance with thtm ! 
Something dcbonr.aire ; which need not be feparated 
from th:it awe aud reverence, when ihey addrefs a 

woman, 
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woman, which would (hew tbc ardor of cheir paffion^ 
rather than che (hcepifhiKfs of their nature^ for who 
knows not thac love delights m taming the Lion- 
hcarred ? That thofe of che Sex, who are oioft coq- 
(cious of their own defe^ft in point of courage, na*' 
turalij require, $ind therefore as. mtur^ily prefer, the 
mao who h«s moft of it, as the moft able to give ' 
thenfthe requiizLk: protedlion ? That the greater their 
own cowardice, as it would be called in a man, the 
greater is their delight in fabjefts of hcroifm ? As may 
be obferved in their reading ; which turns upon dif- ' 
ficuhies encountered, battles fought, and enemies 
ovcrcotop, four or five hundred by the prowefs of 
one fingle Hero, the more improbable the better : 
In fliort, that their man (hould be a hero to every 
one living but themfelves ; and to them know no 
bound to his humility. A woman has fome glory in ' 
fubduing a heart no man living can appal ;, and ' 
hence too often the Bravo, aflaming the Hero, and 
making himfclf pafs for one, fucceeds as only a Hero 
Ihould. 

Hot as for honed Hickmati, the good man is fo 
generally meek, as I imagine, that I knQw not whc-* 
fhcr I have any preference paid me in his obfequiouf- 
nefs. And then, when I rate him, he feems to be fo 
naturally fitted for rebuke, and fo much experts ir, 
that I know nOt how to difappoint him, whether he 
juft then deferve ir, or not. I am fure, he has 
puzzled me many a time when I have feen him look 
penitent for faults he has not committed,* whether to 
pity or laugh at him. 

You and I have ofren retrofpeHed the faces and 
minds of grown people ; that is to fay, have formed 
images from their prcfent appearances, outiide and in, 
(as far as the manners of the perfons \»ould juftifyus 
in the latter) what fort of figures they made wheti 
buys and girls. And Til tell you the lighis vti^VvvOcv 
Hickman^ Soimes, and Lovelkce> o\^t \^tct; 
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Plerdes, have appeared* U> me,, fupppfing.them bojt* 
at fchool. 

Solmes L have imagined to be a little fordid pilfering: 
rogue, who would purloia from every-body^. and b^g. 
every-body.*8 bread and butter from him ;^ while,, as I/. 
have heard a reptile brag,, he would ina winter- 
morniag fpit upon; his thumbs,, and fpread his own^ 
with it, that he might keep-it all to hifilrelf.. 

Hickman,. a.greae overgrown, lank-haired, xhubby^ 
boy, who would be huiMibed^nd punched by every*- 
body ; and go home, with his finger, in^ his eye, and* 
tdi his mother.. 

While Ldvelacc Ihave fuppofed'a curl-pated: villain,^ 
full of fire^ fancy, . and mifehi«f;an orchard- robber, 
a wall-climber, a. horfe-rider without fadle or bridle,^ 
nfck.or nothing: A. Aufdy rogue, iu fhort, who* 
i«ou)d kicfe.and euff, and do np right, . and take no 
wrong of aoy-body i would get his head. broken, then 
a plaifter for ic,^ or let it he^l of itfelf.^i while he went. 
on to dp nKM'e.miichiefi and .if not to get, . to deferve,. 
broken bones. And the fame difpolitions have growa 
i^^r^ith.themv and diftinguifh.them as. m^n, with no 
\ery material alteration.. 

Only, that all men are Monkeys- more or lefs, or 
elfe that you and I fhould have fuch Baboons as thefe. 
tOiChufe out of^. IS ammonifying, thing, my dear. . 

I am fenfible, that I am not a little oiu of-feafon in 
treating thus ludicroufly the fubjeA Lam upon, .while 
yo'j, are. fo unhappy ;;and if my manner docs not di-- 
Mcri you^. as my flightincflcs ufed to do, Tiim inex- 
cufablc both to you, and to my own heart : Which, . 
Ir.do afTure you, . notwithflandmg my feeming .levity, . 
Is wholly in^y our caCe. 

As this Letter is entirely, whimfical, I will not fend 
31 upiil Lean accompany .it with fomethlng.more folid 
and better juitcd to your unhappy circumftanccs ;that 
!» lo. fiiy, to the prcfeotiubjq^ ot- our correfpondcnce. 
Tt.'/ncrrotv, a* J iold you,' will be wholly my own, 
^xid o/.cuijIcqueiicc yours. MUu, v\i«doit,\\\\ vVxjtvx. 
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If ho was but an iadiffcrenc liver : ' That to excel in 

• thcorj, and to excel in praftice, gcntriiUy required 
' different talents ; which did not always meet in the 

* fame perfon.' Do you, my dear (to whom theory 
ond practice are the fame thing in almoil every laudable 
quality) apply the obfervation to yourfelf, in this 
particular cafe, where rcfolution is required; and 
where the performance of the Will of the def un£t is 
the queftion — No more to be dlfpenfed with by you 
in whofe favour it was niadfi than by aoy-body elfe 
who have only Themfelves in view by breaking 
Uiro' ir. 

I know how much you defpife riches in the main : 
£ut yet it behoves you to remember, that in one in- 
fiance you yourfelf have judged them valuable — * In 
' that they put it into our power to /^y obligations ; 
' while the want of that power puts a perfon under 

* a neceiBty of receiving favouis— Receiving them 

* perhaps from grudging and narrow Spirits, who 

* know not how to confer them with thai grace^ 
' which gives the principal merit to a beneiicenc 

* adtipn.*— RcfleA upon thi«, my dear, and fee how 
it agrees with the declaraion you have made to your 
^unt and Sifter, that you would not refume your 
Eflate, were you to be turned out of doors, and rer 
duced to indigence and want. Their very fears that 
you ivill refume, point out to you the neceffity of re** 
fuming upon the treatment you meet with. 

I owr, that (at firft reading) I was much affcfled 
with your Mother's Letter fent with the patterns* A 
itrarge meafure however from a Mother ; iorjbe did 
not intend to infult you \ and I cannot hot lament 
that To fenfible and fo fine a woman fhould (loop to 
fo much Art as that Letter is written with : And 
which e)fo appears la fome of the conveifacions you 
have given me an account of» See you not in her 
paffivencfs, what boifterous fpiiits can obtain from 
gtnikr, merely by teazing and ill-nature I 
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■ I know the pride they have always talcea in calling 
you an Harlowe — Clarijfa Harloivey fo formal and fo 
Jet 9 at every word, when they are grave or proudly* 
folemn. — Your Mother has learnt it of them — AnJ 
as io Marriage f fo in ^1//, has been taught to bury 
ber own fuperior name and Family in theirs. I have 
often thought that the fame fpirit governed them, iQ 
this piece of affectation, and others of the like nature 
(as . Harkwe-TlsLcCf and fo forth, tho' not the elder 
Brother's or Paternal Scat), as governed the tyrant 
Tudor (tf), who marrying Elifabeth, the Hcirefs of 
the Houfe of York, made himfelf a title to a throne j 
^hich he would not otherwife have had (being but a 
baft defcendent of the Lancafter Line); and proved 
a gloomy and vile Huiband to her; for no other 
caufe, than bccaufe ihe had laid him under obliga* 
tions which his pride would not permit him to owm 
—Nor yrould the unprincely wretch marry her till he 
was 'ID pofieflion of the Crown, that he might not be 
fuppofed to owe it to her claim. 

You have chidden me^ and again wU), I doubc 
not, for the liberties I take with fome of your Rela- 
tion5. But, my dear, need I tell you^ Thar pride in 
our/elves muft, ar.d for ever will, provoke contempt, 
and bring down upon us abafement from ethers f-r^ 
Have we not, in the ctfe of a celebrated Bard, ob- 
fcFvcd^ that thofe who aim at more than their due^ 
will be refufed the honours they may juftly claim T-^ 
I am tery lorh * ta oifend you ; yet I cannot help 
fpeaking of your Relations, as well as of others, as 
I think they dcferve. Praife or Difpraife^ is the 
Reward or punishment which the woi Id confers or 
ioflidls on Merit or Dement 5 and, for my part, I 
neither can nor will confound them in the app icanon* 
I defpife them AD, but your Mother : Indeed I do: 
And as for her — But I will fpare the good Lady for 
youir fakc-^ And one argument I inde^dj I chink may 

(^) Henry VIJ. 
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be pleaded in her favour, in the prefent contention — 
She who has for fo many years^ and wicte fuch abfo-^ 
hite refignacion, borne what (he has borne, to the 
fjcrifice of her own- will, may thinlc it aneafier talk 
than another perfon can imagine it, for her Daughter 
to give up ier^s. But to think to whofir i{iftigatiogk( 
all this is ongtnally owing— *<^d forgive me ; but 
with fuch ufagel ihoulJ have been with- Lovelace be-^ 
fore now |r Yet remember,, my dear, that the (lep 
which would^not be wondere J at from fuch an hafty^ 
tempered creature as me,^ would- be inexcu&blc ia< 
foci) a confidcrate perfon as you. 

After your Mother has been thus drawn in- againfir 
her judgment, I am the lef&furprifed» that your Aunt 
Uervey ihould' go along with* her v fince the twa 
Sifters never fepararc. I. have inquired into the nature 
of the obligation which Mr. Hervey's indiffisrent con-^ 
du£l in his affairs has laid him under — ^It i&- only, it 
tcttnsy that your Brother has paid off for him a mort^ 
gage upon one part of his BAate, which the mort- 
gagee was. about to foreclofe ; and taken it. upon him- 
ielf. A fmaU favour (as he has ample Security in his 
hands) from kindred to kindred : But fuch a one, it 
is plain> as has laid the whole family of the Herveys* 
under obligation to the ungenerous lender, who ha» 
treated him, and his Aunt too (as Mifs Dolly Herveyc 
has privately complained) with the leis ceremon^p 
ever iince.. 

Muft I, my dear, call fuch a creature your Brother ? 
— I believe I muft — Bccaufe he is your Father's Son, 
There is no harm, L hope,, . in iaying That.. 

I am concerned, that you ever wrote at all to him<r 
It was taking too much notice of him- : It was adding 
to his feif-iignificance ; and a call upon him to treat 
you with., infolence — A call which you might have 
been afTured he would not. fail to anfwer. 

But fuch a pretty maftcr as this, to run riot againflr 
fuch a maa as Lovelace ^ who had taught him to put 

hi» 
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his fword intohis fcabbard, when he had pulled it out 
hf accident l-^— Thefe in-door infoleots, who, turning 
themrdvet iuto bugbears, frighten women^ children, 
and ferTsntSy. are generally cravens among mea. 
Were he to come fairif crofi me, and fay to mj face 
femeof the {Teethings wfanch lam^told he hat faid of 
me behiiuLmj. back,, or that (as by yo«tr account) he 
lias faid^of our Sex, I wotild^ take apon myfelf to a(k 
him<two~OF three queftions v altho*^ ^e were to fend 
me a challenge likewifc 

I repeat. You know that I: will {peak-my mind, 
and write it too.. He is-net my Brother* Can you 
fcy, h« k yours ? — So, for your life,, if you are juft,^ 
you can't be angry with me rFor would 'you fide with 
^/al/e B'rofher againA a tna Friend? A Brother may 
not be a Friend r But a Fxiend will alitrnys be a Bro- 
ther-— 3fia</ Tifc^f, as^yoar Uncle '7*19/31^ fays !" 

I cannot deicend-^ follow, as to take very particular 
notice of the Epi(Vie» of thofe poor foulsy whom you 
call Uncles., Yet I love to- divert^ royfelf wiih liich 
grotefque chara£kers too. But Iknow them, and love 
you'y.^nd (o cannot make the j«(L of^ihem^whick 
their abfurdities call for.. 

You chide me,, my dear f^Ji for my freedoms 
With Relational ftill nearer and dearer to you,, thin 
either Uotoles or Brother or Sifter. You^had better 
have perBMtted me (AincorireAed^ to hav^ taken my 
own way». Do not thofe freedoms narttraliy arifc 
from the fubjcA* before us f^ Aodfromu'^om arifcia 
that fubjeA,. I pray you ? Gan you for one quarter 
of a^ hour, put yourfclf in my place, or in the place 
of thofe who are Aill more indi&rent to the cafe 
than I can be — If you can — But akho' Lhave you not 
often at advantage, I\will not puihyou.. 

Permit me, . however, to fubjoin, That* wcl^^ may 
your Father love your IVIother, , as you fay he does- 
A. Wife who has no will but his ! But were there 
(2>L Stc Vol. U Letter aJ^viii** 



l6 T'be HisToKY of Vol. 2. 

nor, think you, fomc ftruggles between them at firft. 
Gout out of the queftioQ ? — Your Mother, when a 
maiden, had, as I have heard (and it is very likely) a 
good iha re of tbofe lively fpirits which ihe liked in 
yoor Father. She has none of them now. How came 
they to be diffipated ? — Ah ! my dear I — She has been 
too long rciident in Trophonius*8 Cave, I doubt (a) : 

Let me add one refle6\ion upon this fubje^V, and fo 
intiile myfelf to your correAion for all at once. — It is 
upon the condu^ of chofe Wives (for you and I know 
more than one fuch) who can fuffer ihemrdves to be 
out-bluf^ered and out-gloomed of their own wills, in- 
fttad of being fooled out of rhem by a£ls of tender* 
nefs and complaifance. — I wi(h, that it does not dc- 
monftrate too evidently, that, with fome of the Sex, 
iniolent controul is a more efficacious fubduer than 
kindnefs or conceilion. Upon my life/my dear, I have 
t>ften thought, that many of us are mere Babies ia 
Matrimony : Perverfe fools, when too much indulged 
and humoured ; creeping Slaves, when treated harOi* 
ly. But (hall it be faid, that Fear makes us more 
fjentle obligers thaii Love ? — Forbid it. Honour ! for- 
bid ir. Gratitude I forbid it, Juflice I that any woman 
t)f fenfe fhould give occafion to have thia faid of her ! 

Did I think you would have any manner of doubt, 
from the flyle or contents of this Letter, wbofe faucy 
pen it is that has run oo at thii rate, I would write 
my name at length ; iioce it comes too much from my 
heart to difavow it : But at prefent the initials fhall 
crve I and I will go on again direAly. 

A. H- 

{aj Spe<aatoi» Vol: Vlll. No. 5PP. 
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LETTER III. 

Mifs HowE^ 7o Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

Ihurjday Morn. lo o\hck (Mar. 2^. J 

T Will poftpone, or perhaps pafs by, fevcral obfcrva- 
^ tjons which I had to m<ike on other parti of your 
Letters ; to acquaint you, that Mr. Hickman, when 
io London, found an opportunity to inquire aftef 
Mr. Lovelace's town-life and converfarion. 

Ac the Cocoa tree in Pail-mall he fell in with two 
of his iotimatesi the one named Beltoo, the other 
Mowbray ; both very free of fpeechj and probably 
as free in their lives : But the waiters paid them great 
itfytQf and on Mr. Hickman *£ inquiry afcer theii" 
charaAcrSj called them men of fortune and honour. 

They began to talk of Mr. Lovehace of their own 
accord ^ and upon fome gentlemen of the room aik- 
ing» When they expe£led hrn in town, anfwered^ 
That very day. Mr Hickman (as they both went 
on praifing- Lovelace) faid, He had indeed heard, that 
Mr. Lovelace was a very fine Gentleman— and was 
proceedidgy when one of them, interrupting him, 
Taid, — Ouly, Sir, the fincft gentleman in the worldj 
that's all. 

And fo he led them on to expatiate more particu- 
larly on his qualities which they were very fond of 
doing ; But laid not one fingle word in behalf of his 
Mor2Lls-^ Mind that alfo, in your Uncle's ftyle. 

Mr. Hickman faid, that Mr. Lovelace was very 
i^^PPJf ^ ^^ underflood, in the efteem of the Ladies $ 
and, fmiling, to make them believe he did not think 
amifs of ir, that he pulhed his good fortune as far as 
it would go. 

Well put, Mr. Hickman ! thought I ; equally 
grave and fage — Tiiou fcemeft not to be a ftranger to 
taeir dialed, as I fuppoie this is. But I faid notliing; 
£sjr I have ofii^u tiied to iiud out ikis mi^bt;f ^o\^^^ 
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man of cny Mother's r But hitherto have only to (ay, 
that he is either very moral) or very coDniag. 

No^ doubt of it|, replied one c^ them ; and^.out 
came aaoath, with a Who would aot^ — That he dld^ 
fts every young fellow would do 

Very true ! fdid my Mother's Puritan — But I hear 
he is in treaty with a fine Ltdy-^ 

So he waf> Mr. Helton faid— The devil fetch her f 
[Vile Brute 1] for (he engro(red all his time — But that 
the Lady's family ought to be — fomething — [Mr^ 
Hickman defined to be excnfed repeating what — tho* 
he had repeated what was worfe] and might dearly 
repent their ufage of a man of his family uckI merit* 

PerhapS'they may think him too wild, cried Hick- 
man : And theirs is^I hear^ 2t very fober family—* 

Sober ! faid one of them : A good hone(V word^ 
Dick ? — Where the devil has it lain all this time ? — 
D — me if I have heard it in this ienfe^ ever firice 
I was at college I And then, faid he, we bandied it 
ftbout among twenty of us as an obfolete* 

Thefe, my dear, are Mr. Lovelace*s companions i 
You'll be plea(ed to take notice efthat / 

Mr. Hickman faid» This put him out of counte- 
nance. 

I (tared at him,, and with fucb a meaning in my 
eyes, as he knew how to take ;. and fa was out oif 
countenance again. 

Don't you remember^ my dear, who it was that 
told a young gentleman defigoed for the gown, who^ 
owned that he was apt to be too eafiiy put out of 
countenance when hie came imo free company y 

* That it was a bad fign ; that it looked* as if his 
^ morals were not proof j buc that his good difpofiiioa 
^ Teemed rather the effect of accident and education, 
' than of fuch a choice as was founded upon prin-^ 

• cipic ?' And don't you know the lefibn the very 
fame young Lady gave him, * To endeavour to (lem 

and diicountenance vice^ and to glory in being an 

^ advocAie 



Let. 3. Clariila Harlowc. f^ 

^ advocate in all compaiiies for virtue ;* particularly 
obfcrving, ^ That it was natural for a man to fhun 

* or to give up what he was afhamed of ?" Which (he 
fliould be forry to think Ms cafe on this occafioo : 
Adding, ' That vice was a coward, and would hida 
' its head, whea oppoied by fuch a virtue as had 
^ prefeocc of mind and a full perfuafion of its owa 

* redlitude, to fupport it.* The Lady,, yoa may rc- 
mcmber» modeilly put her doftrine into the mouth 
of a worthy preacher, Dr. Lewen, as ihe ufes to do^ 
whtn (be has a mind not to be thought to be what ihe 
is at fo tsurhf an age ^ and that it may give more 
weight to anything Jhe hit upon^ that might appear- 
toUrtible^ was her modeft manner of fpeech. 

Mr^ Hickman,: upoa the whole, profefied to me^ 
upon \mfecond recovery ^ that he had no reaibn 10 
chink well of Mr. Lovelace's morals from what he 
beard of him- in town : Yet his two intimates talked 
of his being more regular than he u/ed to be : That he 
had made a very good refolution. That of old Tom 
WhanoD^ was the expreffion, That be would never 
give SL challenge, nor re/u/e one ;- which they praifed 
in him highly : That, in fhort, he was a very brave 
fellow, and the moft agreeable companion in the 
world : And would one day make a great figure in his 
country ^ iince there was nothing he was not capable 
of — 

I am afraid that this laft aflertion is too true. And 
this, my dcar^ is all that Mr. Hickman could pick up 
about him t And is it not enough to determine fuch a. 
mind as yours, if not already determined I 

Yet it muft be faid too, that if there be a woman 
in the world that can reclaim him^ it is you. And,. 
by your Account of his behaviour in the interview 
between you, I own I have Tome hope of him. At 
Icaft, This I will fay, That all the Arguments he then 
Bled with you, fcem to be juft and right : And if you 
are to be hit — But no more of Thai ; ftc c^lwwo^^ 
k£ur dli, ddiive you. Tu ^ ^^ 
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L E T T E R IV. 

Mlfi Howe, To Mifs Clarissa Harlow^. 

Thurfday Jfiernocm^ March 27. 

A N uncxpcftcd vifitor has turned the courft of mj 
^^ thoughts, anJ changed the fuhjcfl I had intended 
to purfue. The only one for whom I would have 
difpcnfcd with my refolution not to ice any-body all 
the dedicated day : A vifitor, whom, according to 
Mr. HickiTian's report from the exptftaiions of Kis 
Libertine friends, I fuppofed to be in town. — Now, 
my dear, have I faved myfclf the trouble of telling 
yot», That it was your too agreeable Rike. Our Sex 
is faid to love to trade in iurprifes : Yet have I, by my 
promptitude, furprifed mylelf out of mine. I had in- 
tended, you mufl know, to run twice the length, be* 
fore I had (ufTered you fo much as to gucfs who^ 
and whether man or woman^, my vifitor was : But 
fince you have the difcovery at fo cheap a rate, you 
are welcome to it. 

The end of his coming was, to engage my intercft 
with my charming friend 5 and as he was fure thai I 
knew all your mind, to acquaint him nvhat he had to 
truft to. 

He mentioned what had pafled in the Interview be- 
tween you : But could not be fatisfied whh the rcfuft 
of it, and with the little fatisfaftion he had obtained 
from you 5 the malice of your family to him increa- 
fing, and ihcir cruelty to you not abating. His heart^ 
he told mf, wa? in tumults, for fear you flbould be 
prevailed upon in favour of a man dcfpifed by every- 
body. 

He gave me frerti inftanccs of indigniries caft upon 
himlclf by your Uncles and Brother ; and declared, 
that if you fuffered yourfclf to be forced into the arnrs 
of the nian for whole lake he was loaded with undc*- 
ferved abuies, you fhould b<^ one of the youngeft^ as 

>ou 
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' you would be one of the lovelicft Widows in England : 
And that he would moreover call your Brother to 
account for the liberties he takes with bis charaAcr to 
e7ery one he meets with. 

He propofed fcveral fchemes for you to chufc fomc 
one or them, in order to enable yon to avoid the per- 
ffcutions you labour under: One I will mention; 
That you will refume your Eftatc ; and if you tied 
difficulties that can be no otherwKe furmounted, that 
you will, either avowedly or privately, as he had pro- 
pofcd 10 you, accept of Lady Betty Lawrance's or Lord 
M's affiflance to infUre you in it. He declared, that 
if you did, he would leave abfolutely to your own 
pleafure afterwards, and to the advice which your 
Coufio Morden on his arrival (hould give you, 
whether to encourage his addrefs, or not, as you 
(hould be convinced of the fincerity of the reforma* 
tion which bis enemies makes him fo much want. 

I had now a good opportunity to found him, as you 
wi/lied Mr. Hickman would Lord M. as to the con- 
tinued or diminiihed favour of the Ladies, and of 
bis L')rdn:^ip, towards you, upon their being acquainted 
with the animofity of your Relations to them, as 
well as to their kinfman. I laid hold of the oppor^ 
tonity ; and he fatisfied me by reading fome palTagcs 
of a Letter he had about him« from Lord M. That 
in alliance with you, and that on the foot of your 
own iiogle merit, would be the mod deiitTible "event 
to them that Could happen : And fo far to the purpofe 
of your wiflied inquiry does his Lord Hi ip go in this 
Letter, that he afl'ures him, that whatever you fuffer 
ID fortune from the violence of your Relations on his 
account, he and Lady Sarah and Lady Betty will 
join to make it up to him. And yet that the reputa- 
non of a family fo fplendid, would, no doubt, in a 
cafe of fuch importance to the honour of both, make 
them prefer a general confent. 

I told hitrit as yov jpurfeif I koev K^ dQuc^ V^^\ 
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you were extremely averfc to Mr. Solmes ; and tbar, 
might you be left to your own choice, it would be 
the Single Life. As to himfelf^ I plainly faid. That 
you had great and jud objeAioos to him on the fcore 
of his carclefs morals^ Tiiat it was furprifiog, that 
ir.eu who gave themfelves the liberties he was faid to 
take, fhould prefume to think, that^ whenever they 
took it into their heads to marry, the niofl virtuoui^ 
and worthy of the Sex were to fall to their lot : That 
as to the Refumpr]on> it had been very ftrongly urged 
by myfelf, and would be flill further urged ; the* you 
had been hitherto averfe to that meafure : That vour 
chief reliance and hopes were upon your Coufin Mor-^ 
den ; and that to fufpend or gain time till he arrived) 
was, as I believed, your principal aim* 

I told him, That with regard to the mifchicf he 

threatened, neither the ad nor the menace could ferve 

any ends but they who perfecuted you ; as it would 

give them a pretence for carrying into effcA their 

compulfory projects; and that with the approba- 

tioD of all the world $ fince he muft not think the 

public would give its voice in favour of a violent 

young man. of no extraordinary character as to 

morals* who fliould feek to rob a family of emineiKe 

of a child fo valuable ; and who threatened, if he 

could not obtain her in preference to a man chofen 

by themfelves, that he would avenge himielf upon 

them all by ads of violence^ 

4 added. That he was very much miftaken, if he 
thought to intimidsite you by fuch menaces : For that, 
tho'your -difpofition was all fweetnefs^ yet I knew 
not a Headier temper in the world than yours ; nor 
one more inflexible (as your friends had found, and 
would f^ill farther find, if they continued to give oc- 
cafion for its exertion) whenever you thought yourfelf 
in the right ; and that you were ungeneroutty dealt 
*with in matters of too much moment to be indifferent 
^bo^t. Mifs ClarUTa Harlowci Mr. Lovelace, let mc 
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faid I, timid as her forefight and prudence 
kc her in fomc cafes, where (he apprehends 

to thofe fhe loves, is above fear, in points 
er Honour^ and the true dignity of her Sez^ 
remedi — In (horr. Sir, you muft not think to 

Mifs ClariiTa Harlowc into fuch a mean or 
ij conduA as only a weak or unfteady mind 
;uilty of. 

VVLS fo very far from intending to intimidate 
faidy that he befought me not to mention one 
you of what had pafTed between us : That 
c had hinted at, which carried the air of a 
» was owing to the fervour of his fpirits, raifed 
apprehenfions of lofing all hope of you for 
and on a fuppofition, that you were to be 

forced into the arms of a man you hated : 
ere this to be the cafe, be muft own, that he 
)ay very little regard to the world, or its cen^ 

Efpecially as the menaces of fume of your 
Qow, and their triumph over him afterwards, 
both provoke and warrant all the vengeance 
d take, 
dded, that all the countries in the world wert 

him, but on your account : So that whatever he 
think fit to do, were you loft to Aiiw, he (hould 
^thing to apprehend from the Laws of This^. ^ 
i .not like the determined air he fpoke tbb 
He is certainly capable of great rathnefs. 
palliated a little this fierce nefs (which by the 
waimly cenfured) by faying^ That while you 
rfingle, he will bear all the indignities that mall 

upon him by your famiLy. But would you 
yourfelf, if you were ftill farther driven^ into 
^er protection, if not Lord M's, or that of the 

of his family, into my Mother's fa)^ iuppoieiji 

or 

'filups itvjli be unnccciraiy to remlzid the Reader, tbat al- 
lovclace propcfo (af abovo) to llift H^c» )^\^x.V qtl^ 
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or would you go to London to private lo 
where he would never viiit you, unlcfs he hai 
leave (and from whence you might make yoi 
terms with your relations) ; he would be < 
fntisfied; and would, as he had fai'd before, ^ 
effeA cf your Coufiu's arrival, and your free 
mination as to his own fate. — Adding, That h 
the family fo well, and how much fixed the; 
upon their meafures, as well as the abfolute d 
cnce they had upon your temper and principle 
he could not but apprehend the wor{>, while j 
mained in their power, and under the influej 
their peifuafion and menaces* 

We had a great deal of other dlfcourfe: But 
reciting of the reft would be bur a repetition of 
of the things that pa£ed between you and him 
Interview between you in the Woodhoufe, ] 
myfelf to your memory on that occafion [a). 

And now, my dear, upon the whole, I th 
behoves you to make yourfclf independent : Al 
will fall right. This man is a violent man* I : 
wifh, methinks, that you Q^ould not have eith( 
nr Solmes. You will find, if you get out o 
Brother's and Sifter's way, what you can or 
do. with regard to either. If your relations pe 
their foohih fcheme> I think I will take his hioi 
at a proper opportunity, found my Mother. 
time> let me have your clear opinion of the Re 
lion, which I join with Lovelace in advifing. 
can but fee how your demand will work. 1 
mand is not to litigate. But be your refolutxoo 
it wiilf do not by any means repeat to them^ 



friend (hould luvc rccouife to the protedion of Mrs. Howe 

Ih^r driven ; yet he hid artful fy taken care, by means of h: 

in the I^arluwc family, not only to inflamfc the family agato 

.but to dfpriye.her of Mrs. Howe*i, and of ereiy other prot 

heing hotn the firft refolved to reduce her to an ablblutc d 

mice upon bimfelf. See Vol I. Letiet jxvi'u - 

{^) See VoL L Letter zuvi. 
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pn will not aflert your right. If tliey go on to give 
yoa provocation, you may havd fufHcieut reafon to 
change your mind : And let them expeA that, you 
wii/ change it. They have not the generoSty to treat 
jou the better for dilclaiming the power they knov 
you have. That^ I think> need not now be told you, 
I am, my deareii friend, and will be ever, 

Tour moft affeSiionate and faithful 

Anna IIowe. 

LETTER V. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Hows. 

Wedn. Nighty March 72. 
r^ N the report mad- by ny Aunt and SiOer of my 

ohJHnacy^ my alTumbi d lelatjous huve t/;kcn an 
^nammous refolutlon (as Beuy tells me it is) againft 
»e. This rcfolution you will find fignifijd to mc ia 
the incloffd Letter from my Brother, ju'^ now brought 
mc. Be pleafed to return it, when pcruicd. I may 
have occafion for it, in the altercations between my 
Ildaiions and me ? 

Mifs Clart, 
T A M commanded to let you know, that my Father 
a: d Uncles having heard your Aunt IJervcy's ac- 
count of all that has paffjd between her and ydu ; 
Having heard from your Sifter what fort of treatment 
fce has had from you : Having recolicdted all that has 
pafled between your Mother and you* Having wcijhifd 
alfyour pleas and propofals : Having taken into ton- 
fidcration their engagements with Mr. holmes; that 
gentleman's patience, and great afteftion for you ; 
and the little opportunity you have given youifelf to 
DC acquainted either with his merit, or his pVopofals : 
Having confidered two points more ; to wit, che 
bounded authority of a Father ; And Mr. Solmcs's 
continual entreaties (litileas you have d^sitvNcd vc^^x^ 
"VxiL, II. C 4^oiK\ 
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from bim) that you may be freed from a confinement 
to- which he is defirous to attribute your pcrTcrfencfs 
to him \^Averfenefs I fhould have faid, but let it go] 
he being unable to account otherwife for fo ftrong a 
one. fuppofing you told truth to your Mother, when 
you aflerted that your heart -was free ; and which Mr. 
Solmes is willing to believe, tho' nobody elfe does— 
For all thefe reafons, it is refolved, that you fhall go 
to your Uncle Antony's : And you mud accordingly 
prepare yourfelf fo to do. You will have but fhort 
notice of the day, for obvious rcafons. 

I will boneftly tell you the motive for your going : 
It is a double one ; firft, That they may be fure, that 
you ilhall not correfpond with any ^ body they do not 
like (for they find from Mrs. Howe, that, by fome 
means or other, you do correfpond with her daughter 
and, thro* her, perhaps with fomebody eUe): And 
next, That you may receive the vifits of Mr. Solmes; 
irhich you have thought fit to refufe to do here : by 
which means you have deprived yourfelf of the oppor- 
tunity of knowing 'iukom and 'what you have hitherto 
refufed. 

If after one fortnight's converfation with Mr. 
Solmes, and after you have heard what your friends 
(hall further urge in his behalf, unhardened by dan- 
deftine correfpondencies, you (hall convince them, 
that Virgil's Amor omnibus idem (for the application of 
which I refer you to the Georgic as traoilated by 
Dryden) is verified in you, as well as in the reft of the 
animal creation ; and that you cannot, or will ooc^ 
forego your prcpo(rcffion in favour of the morale the 
^irtuoust the pious Lovelace [I would pleafe you if I 
could J] it will then be confidcred, whether to humour 
you, or 10 renounce you for ever. 

It is hoptd, that as you mujl go, you ^\\\ go chear* 

fully. Your Uncle Antony will make every- thing at 

bis houfe agreeable to you. But indeed he won't promifc, 

dJidt he will Dor, at proper times ^ draw up the Bridge. 

Your 
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Your vifitprs, bcfides Mr. Solmes, will be myfclf, 
if you permit mc that honour, Mifs Clary ; your 
Sifter; and, as you behave to Mr. Solmes, your 
Aunt Hervey, and your Uncle Harlowe ; and yet the 
two latter will hardly come neither, if they think it , 
will be to hear your whining vocatives. — Betty Barnes 
will be your attendant ; And I muft needs tell you, 
Mifs, that we none of us think the worfc of the 
faiihful maid, for your diflike of her: Altho' Betty, 
who would be glad to oblige jou, laments it as a 
misfortune. .^ 

Your Anfwer is required, whether you chear/uily 
confent to go ? And your indulgent Mother bids mc 
remind you from her, That a fortnight's vifits from 
Mr, Solmes, are all that is meant at prefent. 

I am, as you fhall be pleaftd to deferve. 

Tours, &c. 

jAMfis Harlowe, jun. 

So here is the mafter flrokeof my Brother's policy ! 
Called upon to confent to go to my Uncle Antony's, 
avoivediy to receive Mr. Solmes's vifits ! — A Chapel I 
— A Moated houfe ! — Deprived of the opportunity of 
correfpondiag with you ! — or of any poffibiliiy of 
efcape, fhould violence be ufed to compel me to be 
that odious man's (/z) ! 

Late as it was when I received this infolent Letter, 
I wrote an Anfwer to it direAly, that it might be 
ready for the writer's time of riiSng. >I indole the 
rough draught of it. You will fee by it how much 
his vile hint from the Georgic, and his rude one of 
my whining vocatives, have Ut me up. Beiides, as 
the command to get ready to go to my Uncle's is ia 
the name of my Father and Uncles, it is but to fhew 
a piece of the Art they accufe me of, to refent the-^ 

(0) Thefc violeDt mcafurcs, and the cbftinate pcrfcvcraDcc of 
tlie whole family is them, •will be the Icfs 'wondtied av^ viV\tii\\\\ 
conijdcrcd, that aJJ the time, they were bul av {o laati^ ^tv'^V^^ 
danced vpon Mr, LovcUce^i wires, slu he boaft«» \o\» 1» Vtvvct tkmX 
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vile hint I have fo thuch rcafon to refent, m order to 
palliate my rdRifal of preparing to go to my Uncle's ; 
which refufal 'would otherwife be inrcrpreted an aft 
of rebellion by my Brother and Sift<fr : For it feems 
plain to mc, that they Vfiil work hut half their ends^ if 
they do not deprive me of my Father's and my Uncles fa* 
V6ur, even aitho' it ivere poffiblefor me to comply wiii 
their own terms. 

'Y'OU might have told roc, Brother, in three 
^ -^ lines, what the determination of my friends was ; 
only, that then you would not have had room to 
difplay your pedantry by fo detenable an alluiion or 
reference to the Georgk. Give me leave to tell you. 
Sir, That \( Humanity were a branch of your Studies 
at the Univerfity, it has not found a genious in you 
for maflering it. Nor is either my Sex or myfelf, 
tho* a Sifter, I fee> ioritled to the lead decency from 
a Bcoiher, wlio has ftudied, as it feems, rather to cul- 
tivate the malevolence of his natural temper, than a- 
ny tendency which one would have hoped his paren- 
tslge, if not his education, might have given him to a 
tolerable poUicnjrfs. 

I doubt not, that you will take amifs my fi-eedom. 
But as ycu have deferved it from me, I fhall be kfs 
and lefs concerned on that fcore, as I lee you are more 
and more intent to fhew your wit at the expcncc of 
juftice and compaflion. 

The time is indeed come that I can no longer bear 
thofe contempts and refleftions T^hich a Brother leafl 
of all men is intitled to give. And let me beg of you 
«nc favoui*, oiHcious Sir : — It is this. That you will 
not give y ourfelf any concern about a Hufband for me^ 
till I^fbiall have the forwardnefs to propofe a Wife to 
yov. Pardon me, Sir ; but I cannot help thinkingj 
fhat could I have the Art to get my Father joi my fide, 
I (bouid have as much right to prefcribe for you, as 
jrpuJiMvefor mc. . 

A. 



Let. 5. ClarifCi Harlowc. ^9 

As to the communication you make me^ I muft 
take upon me to fay, That ahho' I will receive^ as 
becomes me, any of my Father's commands ; yer^ 
as thts ligniiication is made by a B^othef^ who has 
ihewn of Ute fo much of an unbrotherly animofity 
to me (for 00 redfon in the world, that I know or, 
but that he believes he has» in me. one Sifter too many 
for his intereft) I think myfetf iotitied to conclude, 
that fuch a Letter as you haVe fent mcj is all your 
own — And df coui fe to declare^ that, while I Jb 
tbink tty 1 will not wtllingly, nor «ven without vio- 
leoce^ go to aqy place^, avowedly to receive Mr. . 
Solmes's vifits. 

I chink myfelf fo much intitled <to refent your in* 
famous hint^ and this as well for the fake of my Sex^ 
as for my own. thatIoUghtto*dectiire^ as I do, that 
I will not receive any more of' your Letters, unlefs 
commaoded. to do fo by aa authority I never will 
difpute ; except in a cafe where I think^my future as 
well is prtfent happincfs concerned — And were fuch 
a cafe to happen, I am fure my Father's harfhn^fs 
will be lefs owing to himfelf than to you ; and to the 
ijpecious abfurdities of your ambltloue and felfiflx 
fthcm^s.— Very true. Sir ! 

One word more, provoked, as I am,. I will add: 
That had I- been thought as really obftiaate and per- 
verfe as of late I am faid to be, t (hould not have 
been fo difgracefuUy treated as I have beenr— Lay 
your hand upon your heart,. Brother, and fay. By 
whofc inftigations — And examine what I biive done 
to deferve to be made thus unhappy, and to he obliged. 
to ftyle myfelf 

Tour injured Sifler^ 

Cl. Harlowe. 

When, my dear, you have read my Anfwer to my 
Brother's Letter, lell me what you tUvvUL ot C£iO. — 
\\Jhallgo ! 

C 3 v^ 



30 Tfci? History e/' Vol 

LETTER VL 

I^lfi Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Thurpay Mornings Mar. 23. 

\A Y Letter has fct them all in tumults : For, 
^ ^ feems, none of them went home laft nigh 
and they all were defired to be prefent to give xh\ 
advicei if 1 (hould refufe compliance with a commai 
thought fb reafonable as it feems this is. 

Betty tells me, That at fird my Father, in a ra{ 
was for coming up to me himfelf, and for turni 
me out of his doors dire<StIy. Nor was he reftraioc 
till it was hinted to- him, that That was no doubt r 
wifh, and would anfwer all my pervcrfc views . E 
the rcfult was. That my Brother (having really, 
my Mother and Aunt infifted, taken wrong mealui 
with me) (hould write again in a more moderate ms 
ner : For nobody elfe was permitted or cared to wr 
to fuch a ready fcrihhler^ And, I having declan 
chatTwould not receive any more of his Letters, wit 
out command from a fuperior authority, my Motl 
was to give it hers : And accordingly has done Tq 
the following lines, written on the fuperfcription 
his Letter to me: Which Letter alfo follows; t 
gether with my Reply. 

Clary Hnrhive^ 
T% E CEI VE and Read This, with the temper tl 
*^ becomes your Sex, your Character, your Ed 
cation, and your Duty : And return an Anfwer to 
dircfted to your Brother. 

Charlotte Harlowe, 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

Thurfday Morning. 
r\ N C E more I write, altho' imperioufly prohibii 
^^ by a younger Sifter, Your Mother will have 1 
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do fo, that you may be dcftitutc of all defence, if you 
pcrfift in yoor pervicacy. Shall I be a pedant^ Mifs, 
for this word ? She is willing to indulge in you the 
leaji appearance of that delicacy for which the once, 
as well as every-body elfc, admired you — Before you 
knew Lovelace ; I cannot, however, help laying 
that : And (he, and your Aunt Heryey, will have it 
—[They would fain favour you, if they could] that 
I may have provoked from you the Anfwer they 
neverthclefs own to be fo exceedingly unbecoming, I 
am now learning, you fee, to take yp the Ibfter lan- 
guage, where you have laid it down. This then is 
the cafe : 

They entreat,* xhey pray, they beg, they /upplicate 
[Will either of ihefc do, Mifs Clary ?] That you 
will make no fcruple to go to your Uncle Antony's: 
And fairly I am to tell you, for the very purpofe 
mentioned in my lad — or, 'tis ptefumable, they need 
DOC entreat, pray^ begt fupplicate. Thus much is pro* 
mifed to Mr. Solmes, who is your advocate, and very 
uneafy that you fhould be under conftraint, fuppo- 
fing chat your diilike to him arifcs from That. And^ 
if he finds that you are not to be moved in his favour, 
when you are abfoiutely freed from what you call a 
controui, he will forbear thinking of you, whatever 
it colls him. He loves you too well : And in this, I 
really think, his underftanding, which you have rc- 
flcAcd upon, is to be queftioucd. 

Only for one fortnight, hertfore, permit his vifits. 
Your Education [You icli rnc oi mine, you know] 
ought to make you incapable of rudeneis to any- 
body. He will not, I hope, be the firll man, mylclf 
excepted, whom you ever treated ruddy, purely be- 
caufe he is efteemed by us all. I am, wnat you hiive 
a mind to make me, Friend, Brother, or Servant — 
I wi(h 1 could be ftill more polite, to lo polite, io de- 
licate, a Siller. 

C 4. "i^^ 
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You muft ftill write to n:e^ if you condcfccnd to 
ivply. Your Mother will not be permitted to 
be difturbed with your nothing-meaning Voca- 
tives I—* yocativcs^ once more. Madam Clary, 
repeats the Pedant your Brother ! 

To Jaaibs Harlo WE, ji/m'or, Efqs 

Thurfdayy March 23. 
T)ER.MIT me, my ever-dear and honoured Papa 
^ and Mamma, in this manner to Turpi ifc you inio 
till atidience (pre Tunning l^his will be read to you) 
iioce i am denied the honour of wriung to you di« 
re^ly. Let me beg of you to believe, chat nothing 
but the moil unconquerable didike could make me 
(land againil your plea fu re* What are Roches, what 
are Setiiemcnts, to Happlnefs ? Let me uot thus 
cruelly be given up to a m4n my very Soul is averfe 
to. Permit miJ to repeat, that I cannot honeftlyhc 
hi*. Had I a Qighter nocion of the matrimonial duty 
than I have, perhaps I might. But when I am to 
bear alj the ml&ry, and That for Hfe ; when my heart 
is Icfi concern^:'! in this mdtter, than my foui\ my 
temporary, perhaps, than mj future good ; why (hould 
i be denied the liberty of refufing ? That liberty is all 
1 afk. 

It were eafy for me to give way to hear Mr. Solmes 
talk for the mentioned fortnight, although it is im- 
poflible for me, fay what he would, to get over my 
dillike to him. But the Moated-houfe, the Chapel 
there, and the little mercy my Brother and Sifter, 
who arc to be there, have hitherto (hewn me, are 
what I am extremely apprchenfive of. And why 
docs my lii'Dthcr fay, my rcftr^iinc is to be taken off 
(and that too at Mr. Sohncs^s dclire) when 1 am to 
be a ftill clorei* prifoner than before ; the Bridge 
threatened to be drawn up ; and no dear Papa and 
Mamma near me, to appeal to, ia the lad rcfort \ 

Transfer 
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Transfer not, I befeech you, to a Brother and Sifter 
your own SLUiliority over your, child-— To <i Bi'otlier and 
Sifter, who treat me wi>b unkindaeis and leproach ; 
and, as I have too much reafuii to apprehend, mifre- 
prffent my words and bchavijur ; or. grcady f<Lvoured 
as I ufed to be, it is icnpoffible I Ihouki be funk, to Ijw 
in your opinions, }is I.unhappily am ! 

Let bw this my hard, my dif^raceful confinement 
be put ail end to. Permit me, my dear Mamma, co 
purlue my, needleworks in your prcfence, as one of 
your maidens ; and you /liall be witncf?, ihat it is noc 
eiihcr wUfbinefe or prepofTelBon that govf^rns me« Lee 
me not, however, bj put out of your own houfe. 
Le( Mr. Solmes come and go, as my Papa pleafes s 
Let tne but 'ftay or retire wUen he comes, as L can ; . 
and leave the reft to Providence. 

Forgive me, Brochcr, (hat thns, with an appearance 
of Art, I addrefs myf jif to my Father and Mother, to . 
whom I am forbidden to approach, or to write. Hard 
it is to be reduced to fuch a contrivance ! Forgive 
likewife the plain-dealing I .have uled in the above, 
with the noblenefs ol* a Gentleman, and the gentle* 
n<;is due from a Brother to a Sifter, . Altho' ot late 
you have given me but litde room to hope either for 
your favour or companion ^ yet, having not delerved 
to forfeit either, I prcfume to claim bet A : For I am 
confident it is at prefcnt much in your power, altho' 
but jmy Brother (my honoured Parents both, I bicls 
Gud, in being) to give peace to the gieatly difturbcd . 
mind of 

T&ur unhappy Si/f^r,' 

CL. Hil&LOWE. 

Bfetty tells me, my Brother has taken my Letter all 
in pieces; and has undertaken to wrhe fuch an An- 
fwcr ro it, as Ihall confirm the wavering — So it is 
plain, that I (hould have moved (bmebou^j \i^ \\>\5m\. 
for this hurd'batrted Brother — Goi fot^VNt >Ei\^\ 

G s \.^'V 
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LETTER VIL 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, fo Mifs Howe. 

Thurfday Nighty Mar. 23. 
T Send you the boafted Confutation-Letter, juft no\ 
-*• put into my hands — My Brother and Sifter, m; 
Uncle Antony and Mr. Solmes, are* I underftand, ex 
uhing oTer the copy of it below, as an uoanfwerabl 
performance. 

To Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe. 

ONCE again, my inflexible Sifter, I write to yor 
It is to let you know, that the pretty piece o 
Art you found out to make me the vehicle of you 
whining pathetics to your Father and Mother, has no 
had the expcftcd effeft. 

I do afture you, that your behaviour has not beei 
mifreprefented — Nor need it. Your Mother* who i 
folicitous to take all opportunities of putting the mol 
favourable conftruftions upon all you do, has beei 
forced, as you well know, to give you up, upon fill 
trial : No need then of the expedient of purfuing you 
Needleworks in her fight. She cannot bear you 
whining pranks ; And it is for her fake, that you ar 
not permitted to come into her prefence — Nor will be 
but upon her own terms. 

Tou had like to have made a fimpleton of you 
Aunt Hcrvey yefterday : She came down from you 
pleading in your favour : But when flie was afkcc 
What conceffion flie had brought you to ? flic looke 
about her, and knew not what 10 anfwer. So you 
Mother, when furprif^^d into the beginning of you 
cunning addrefs to her and to your Father, under m 
name (for I had begun to read it, little fufpefting fuc 
an ingenious fubterfuge) and would then make ix 
read it thro', wrung her hands. Oh ! her dear chih 

bcr dear cLiid; muft ugt be fo compelled I — B\ 
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when flie was afked^ Whether (he would be willing to 
have for her Son-in-law the man who bids defiance 
to her whole family ; and who had like to have mur- 
dered her Son ? And what conceflions fhe had gained 
frum her dear child lo merit this tendcrnefs ? And 
that for one who had apparently deceived her, in af- 
furing her that her heart was free I — ^Thcn could fhe 
look about her, as her Sifter had done befoie : Then 
was ftie again brought to herfelF, and to a refolutioa 
to aflert her authority [Not to transfer it, witty pre- 
fumer !] over the rebel who of late has fo ingraietuily 
iirui>gled to throw it off. 

You feem, chiid^ to have a high no ion of the ma- 
trimonial duty ; and I'll warrant, like the lefl of your 
Sex (one or two, whom I have the honour to know* 
excepted) that you will go to Church to promife what 
you will never think of afterwards, ^xxufweet child ! 
as your worthy Mamma Norton calls you, think a 
little lefs of the matrimonial (at leaft, till you come 
into that State) and a little more of the filial duty. 

How can you fay, you arc to bear alt the mij'ft 
when you give fo large a (hare of it to your Piireni , 
to your Uncles, to your Aunt, to Myfclf, and to your 
Sifter ; who all, for Eighteen years of your life, loved 
you fo well ? 

If of late I have not given you room to hope for my 
favour or compaflion, it is becaufe of late you have 
not defcrved either. 1 know what you mean, little 
reflecting fool, by iaying, it is much in my power, 
altho' but jour Brother (a very flight degree of relatiorv- 
Ihip with you) to give you that peace which you can 
give yourfelf whenever you pleafe. 

The liberty of refufingy pretty Mifsi, is denied you, 
becaufe we are all feolible, that the liberty of chufing^ 
to every one's diflike, muft follow. The vile wretch 
you have let your heart upon fpeaks This plainly to 
cvcry-body, tho* you won't. He fays you are Ilisy 
and Hull be Hij, ^nd he will be ihc dcaCi^ ol ^ti>j tcv^w 
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who robs Tiim of bis Property. So, Mifs, wc have 
a mind to fry this point with him. My Father, fup* 
pofing he has the right of a Father in his child, is ab- 
folutcly determined not to be bullied out of that right. 
And what muft that child be, who prefers the Rake to 
a Father ? 

This IS the light in which this whole debate ought 
to be taken. Biufli, then, Delicacy, jhat cannot bear 
the Poet's /^w:r omnibus idem ! — Blufh, then. Purity ! 
Be afhamed, Virgin modefty ! And, if capable of con- 
viction, furrcnder your whole will to the will of the 
honoured pair, to whom you owe your being : And 
beg of all your friends to forgive and forget the part 
you have of late afted. 

I have written a longer Letter, than ever I defigned 
to write to you, after the infulent treatment and pro- 
hibition you have given me : And now I am com- 
miffioned to tell you, that your friends are as weary 
of confining you, as you are of being confined. And 
thciefore you muft prepare yourfelf to go in a very 
few day", as you have been told before, to your 
TTncle Antonyms; who, notwithftanding your Apprc- 
henficns, will draw up his bridge when he pleafes; 
wilt fee what company he pleafes in his own hou£b ; 
nor will he demoliih his Chapel to cure you of your 
foolifh late-commenced antipathy to a place of Divine 
Wcrlhip. — The more tooli(h, as, if we. intended ta 
vfe force, we could have the Ceremony pafs in your 
Chamber, as well as anywhere eife. 

Prejudice againft Air. Solmes has evidently blinded 
you, and there is a charitahte neccffity to open your 
eyes • Since no one but you thinks the gentleman fo- 
contemptible in his per/on \ nor, for a plain country 
gentkmar, who has too much folid fcnfc to appear 
like a coxcomb, juftly blameable in his manners. — 
And as to his temper^ it is ncccfTary you fliould fpeak 
upon fullrr knowledge,, than at prcfcnt it is plain yoa 
can have of him. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, it will not b^ amifs that you 
prepare for your fpeeJy removal, as well fv)r the Uke 
of your own conveaicncy, as to (hew your readinefs^ 
ia one point, at leaf!, to oblige your friends ; one of 
whom you may, if you pleafc to deferve it, reckoOi 
tho' hut a Brother, 

James Harlowe. 

P. S. If you are difpofed to fee Mr. Solmes, and to 
make (ome excufcs to him for your pafl conduct, 
in order to be able to meet him fomewhere elfe with 
the left concern to yourfelf for your freedoms with 
him ; he fhall attend you where you pleaie. 

If you have a mind to read the fettle ments, before 
they are read to you for your Ogniiig, ihey (hall be 
fent you op — Who knows,, but they will help you 
to (bmc frefti obje<flions ? — Your heart \%free you 
know — It mujl — For, did you not tell your Mo- 
ther it was ? And will the pioui Clarifla fib to her 
Mamma ? 

I defire 00 Reply. The cafe requires none.. Yet I 
will aik you,, Have you, MiG, no more propofals 
to make \ 

I was fo ^cxed when I came to the end of this 
Letter (the port fc I ipt to which, perhaps, might be 
written after the others had feen the Letter) that I 
took up my pen, with an intent to write to my Uncle 
Harlowe about rcfuming my own Ell ate, in purfuance 
of your advice : But my heart failed me, when I re- 
rccolleAed, ttxati had not one friend to ft and byprfup- 
port me in my claim ; and that it would but the more 
incenfe them^ without anfwering any good end. O 
that my Coufin were but come I 

Is it not a iad thing, beloved as I thought myfeif fo 
lately by every one, that now I have not one perlort 
in the world to plead for me, to ftand by me, or who 
would afibf d mc xtfuge, were 1 10 be uu^tt ^IteL^ tvt.- 
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ceffity of feeking f«)r it ! — I who had the vanity t< 
think I had as many friends as I faw faces, and flattered 
tnyfelf too, that it was not altogether unmerited, be 
caufe 1 faw not my Maker's Image, either in man 
woman, or child, high or low, rich or poor, whom 
comparatively, I loved not as myfelf. — Would tc 
Heaven, my dear, that you were married ! Perhaps 
then, you could have induced Mr. Hickman to affbn 
roe proteftion, till thefc (Vorms were over-blown 
But then this might have involved him in difEcultie 
and dangers ; and that I would not have had done fo: 
the world. 

I don't know what to do, not I ! — God forgive rac 
but I am very impatient ! I wifli — but I don't knoi 
what to wifb, without a fin ! — Yet I wifti it woul< 
pleafe God to take me to his mercy ! — I can mec 
with none here — What a world is this! What is ther 
in it dcfirable ^ The good we hope for, fo (Irangel 
mixed, that one knows not what to wiih for ! An< 
one half of mankind tormenting the other, and beiDj 
tormenttd thcmftlves in tormenting ! — For here ii 
this my par icular cafe, my relations cannot be happj 
tho* they make me unhappy! — Except my Brother am 
Silter, indeed — and they feem to take delight in an* 
' enjoy the mifchief they make. 

But it b time to lay down my pen, fince my in) 
runs nothing but gall. 

LETTER VIII. 

/>/^Clarrissa Haklowe, To ilf//} Howe. 

Friday Morning, Six o'clock, 
11/1 RS. Betty tells me, there is now nothing talke 
^^ of but of my going to my Uncle Antony' 
She has been ordered, (he fays, to get ready to atteo 
me thither : And, upon my expre£ing n?y averfene 
to go, had the confidence to fay, That having heai 
suG oiten praife the romdnticnefs of the place, fl 

HI 



Let. 8. Clariffa Harlowe. 39 

was aftoniflied (her hands and eyes lifted up) that I 
ihould fet myfelf againft going to a houfe fo much in 
wy tqfle* 

I afked. If this was her own iafolence^ or her young 
sniftrefs's obiervation ? 

She half aftonifhed me by her anfwer ; That it was 
hard ihe could not fay a good thing, without being 
robbed of the merit of it. 

As the wench looked as if fhe really thought fhe 
had faid a good thing, without knowing the boldnefs 
of it, I let it pafs. But, to fay the truth, this crea- 
ture has furprifed me on many occaiions with her 
fmartnefs : For, fince fhe has been employed in this 
controuling office, I have difcovered a great deal of 
wit in her aflurance, which I never fufpefled before. 
This (hews, that infolence is her talent ; and that For- 
• tune, in placing her as a Servant to my Sifter, had not 
done fo kindly by her as Nature ; for that fhe would 
make a better figure as her Companion. And indeed 
I can't help thinking fometimes, that I myfelf was 
better fitted by Nature to be the Servant of both^ than 
the Miftre/s of the ow, or the Sifter of the other. 
And within thefe few months pafl. Fortune has aAed 
by me as if fhe were of the fame mind. 

Friday f Ten ^ Clock. 

Going down to my Poultry-yard, jufl now, I heard 
my Brother and Sifter, and that Solmes, laughing and 
triumphing together. The high Tew Hedge between 
us, which divides the Yard from the Garden, hinder- 
ed them from feeing me. 

My Brother, as 1 found, had been reading part, or 
the whole, perhaps, of the copy of his laft Letter — 
Mighty prudent, and confiftent, you'll fay, with their 
views to make me the Wife of a man from whom they 
conceal not what, were I to be fuch, it would be kind 
in them to endeavour to conceal, out of rc%2Ltd. x.^ xec) 
future />eacr.'—JBur/ liave no doubtj lVxa\ \!fcLt^>aax^ 



I 

■ i 



'j;- 
/'// 



40 7he History of Vol 

Indeed you was up with her there, Broiher„ 
my Sifter. You need not have bid her not ^ri 
you. I'll engage, with all her wit, fhe'U never 
tend to anf^ver it. 

Why, indeed, faid my Brother, with an air of 
lege-liifBciency, wiih which he abounds (for he tl 
no-body writes like himfelf) I believe I have givei 
a choak'pear.. What iay you, Mr. Solmes ? 

Why, :>ir,|aid he» I.thiiik it is unanfiverablc* . 
will it not rxafperate her more agaioft me > 

Never fear, Mr, Solmes, faid my Brother, 
we'll carry our. point, if ilie do'UOt xvcc yoii out 
We have gone too far in ihis method to recede. . 
Coufin Morden will foon be here : So all mu 
over before that tim<, or (be '11 be made indepex 
of us all. . 

Ticie, Mifs Howe, is the recifon given iFor 
Jehu diiviog ! 

Mr Solmes declared, that he was determine 
perfcvcrc while my Brother gave him any hopes, 
while my Father (lood firm. . 

My Sifter told my Brother,'. that he hit me cl 
ingiy on rhe rcafon why I ought to coavcrfc witt 
Solmes : But that he fti^ uld not be iofmart upoi 
Sex, for the faulis of th'u pcrverfe girL 

Some lively, ai)d I fuppofe, witiy anfwer, my 
ther returned ; for he and Mr. Sofmes laughed 
rageoufty upon it, and Belki, laughing too, catled 
a naughty man : But I heard no more of what 
faid ; they walking on into the Garden. 

If you think, my dear, that what I shave re 
did not again fire me, you will fiod yourfelf mift 
when you read at this place ihc inciafcd copy o 
Letter to my Brother; Itruck off—- while the iroi 
red-hot. 

Kg more call me meek and gentle, I befeech \ 
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To Mn Jamrs Harlowb, 
Sir, Friday Mornings 

T F, DOtwithftandiog your prohibition, I fliould be 
^ fileni» OD occaiion of your iaft, you would, perhaps 
conclude, that I was contentiog to go to my Uncle 
Antony's upon the condition you mention. My Fa- 
ther mud do as he plcafes with his child. He may 
turn me-out of his doors, if he chink fie, or gixeyou 
leave to dp it ; but (loth as I am to fiy it) I ihquld 
think it very hard to be carried by force to any-body*s 
Loufe when I have one of my oxun to go to. 

Far be it from me, not^ithdanding yours and my 
Sifter's provocations^ to think of taking my E&l:ateinto 
my own hands, without my Father's leave; But why, 
if I muft not (lay any longer here, may I not be per- 
mitted to go chither : I will engage to ice nobody they 
wtnild not have me fee, if tiiis favour be permitted. 
Favour I call it, and am ready to receive and acknow- 
icdgeu as lucb,aitho' my Grandfather's Will has made 
it matter of Righr. 

You aik me, hi a very unbrotherly manner, in the 
poAfcript to your Letter, if I have not fome new pro- 
pofals to make ? I have (iince you put the queftion) 
three or four ; New oua all, I think ; thj' I will 
be bold to fay, that, fubmitting the cafe to any one 
perfoQ whom you have not fet againii me« my oU 
ones ought not to have been rejected. 1 think This ; 
why then (hould I not ivritt* it :'-— Nor have you any 
more reafon to ftorm at your Sifier for telling you 
(fince you.feem in your Letter to make it your bouit 
how you turned my Mother and my Aunt fiervey 
agaiaft me) than I have to be angry with my Broth^r^ 
tor tre^itiog me as no Brother ought to treat a Siller. 
Theie, then, arc my new piopufals. 
That, as above, 1 may noi be hindered from going 
to relide (under iuch con 'J it ions as ihil! be prcicribed 
lo me, which 1 will molt religioully oWcr\e^ jlX. xsvj 
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Grandfather's late houfe. I will not again in this 
place call it mine. I have reafon to think it a great 
misfortune^ that ever it was fo— Indeed I have. 

If this be not pertnittted^ I delire leave to go for a 
month, or for what time (hall be thought fir^ to Mifi 
Howe*8. I dare fay her Mother will confenc to it^ if 
I have mj Father's permif&on to go. 

If this, neither, be allowed, and I am to be turned 
out of my Father's houfe, I beg I may be fuffered togo 
to my Aunt Hervey's, where I will inviolably obferre 
her commands, and thofe of my Father and Mother. 

But if this, neither, is to be granted, it is my hnm^ 
ble requefl, that I may be fent to my Uncle Harlowe*f| 
inftead of my Uncte Antony's. I mean not by this 
any difrefjpedt to my Uncle Antony : But his Motr, 
with his Bridge threatened to be drawn up, and per- 
haps the Chapel there, terrify me beyond czpreffioO] 
DOtwiihflanding your wittjf ridicule upon me for tha 
apprehenfion. 

If this like wife be refufed, and if I muft be carried tc 
the Moated-houfe, which ufed to be a delightful pnc 
to me, let it be promifed me, that i ifaali not be com 
pelled to receive Mr. Sohiies's viiits there ; and theo 
I will as chearfuUy go as ever I did. 

So here. Sir, are my new propofals^ And if none 
of them anlwer your end, as each of them tends u 
th^^ excluiion of that ungenerous perjifter's viiits, \h 
pleafed to know,^ that there is no misfortune l^will no 
iubmit to, rather than yield to give my hand to th( 
man to whom I can allow no (hare in my heart. 

If I write in a flyle different from my uiual; ao( 
different from what 1 wilhed to have occafion to write 
anmipartial perfon, who knew what I have accidental 
ly, within this hour pail, heard from your moiuh, an< 
mySilter's, and a third peifon's* (particularly the rea 
fon you <give for driving on at this violent rate ^ to wit 
my Couiin Morden's foon-c:xpe<5ted arrival) woul< 
ibJnk I have but too much reafou tor it. Then b 
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picafed to remember. Sir, that when my whining vo- 
catives have fubje£ted me to fo much fcorn and ridi- 
cule, it is time, were it but to imitate examples fo 
excellent as you and my Sijfer fee me, that I (hould 
endeavour to affert my charafler, in order to be thought 
U/j an aiien, and nearer of kin t9 you, hoth^ than either 
of you have of late feemed to fuppofe me. 

Give mc leave in order to empty my female quiver 
at once, to add, that t know no other reafon which 
70U can have for forbidding me to reply to you, after 
you have written what you pleafed to me, than that 
you are confcious you cannot anf wer to reafon and to 
juftice the treatment you give me. 

If it be otherwife, I, an unlearned, un-logical girl, 
younger by near a third than yourfelf, will venture (fo 
aflurcd am I of the juftice of my caufe) to put my fate 
upon an ifiue ^\\\Lyou : With you^ Sir^ who have had 
the advantage of an academical education ; whofe 
mind mufl have been ftrengthened by obfervation, 
and learned converfation, and who, pardon my going 
fo hwf have been accuftomed to give choak-pcars to 
thofe you vouchfafe to write again ft. 

Any impartial perfon, your late Tutor, for inftance, 
or the pious and worthy Dr. Lewen* may be judge 
between us : And if either give it againft me, I will 
promife to refign to my deftiny : Provided, if it be 
^ven againft you, that my Father will be pleafed only 
to allow of my negative to the perfon fo violently 
fought to be impofcd upon me. 

I flatter myielf. Brother, that you will the readier 
come into this propofal, as you ieem to have a high 
opinion of your talents for argumentation ; and not a 
hnv one of the cogency of the arguments contained in 
your iaft Letter, And I can poffibly have no ad- 
vantage in a contention with you, if the juftice of my 
caufe affords me not any (as you have no opinion it 
will) ; it behoves you, methinks, to ftiew to an impar- 
tial moderator^ thai / am wrongi and^ou UlO\ ^v^. 
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If this be accepted) there is a necefCty for its being 
carried on by the pen ; the fadts to be ftated, and 
agreed upon by both ; and the decision to be gxTepy 
according to the force of the arguments each Hiall pro- 
duce in fupporc oi their Ude of thequeiliou : For, give 
me leave to fay, 1 know too well the manlinefs of your 
temper, to offer at a perjonal debate with you. 

If it be not acceptf^d^ I (hall con':ludc» that you 
cannot defend your condudt^towards me : And ihall 
only beg of you, that, for the future, you will treat 
me with il^ rcfpe<St due to a Siiler from a Brother 
who would be thcught as polite as learned. 

And now, Sir, if 1 have fcemeU to ihew fome fpitit 
not quite foreign to the relaiion 1 have the honour to 
bear co Yhu^ and to my Sijhr ; and which may -be 
deemed not altrgrthcr of a piece with that part of my 
chara^er which once, it feetns, gained me every onc*s 
Love ; be pleafed to coniider to wkcm^ and Co vthai 
it is owing ; and that this part of that charader was 
not dilpenfed with, till it fubjeAed me to chat fcoroi 
and to thoie infults, which a Brother, who has hecnfa 
tenacious of an independence voluntarily given up by me, 
and who has appeared Jo exaltad upon \u ought not 
to have ihewn to any body, much lefs to a weak and 
defencelefs Sider : Who is^ notwitbdanding, an af« 
fe£tionate and refpedful one, and would be glad to 
ihew herfeif to be fo upon all future occ^fioos ; as (he 
has in every action of her paft life, altho' of late ihe 
has met with fuch unkind returns, 

Cl. Hart. owe. 

Seeg my dear, the force, and volubility as I may 
fijy, of pafiion ; for the letiei I fciid yen, is myfirft 
draught, Itiuck off wiihQut a blot or erafure. 

Friday^ Three o*Cl:ck. 
As foon as I bad trj^nfcribcd it, liient it down to my. 
Broiber by Mrs Bcity. 
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The wench came up foon after, all agh^fl, with a 
LauJ, Mtfs J What have you done ?— What have you 
RrriueD ? For you have fet them all in 2i joyful uproar I 

v^ <^ 

Mt Sifter is but this moment gone from me : She 
:aine up all in a flime which obliged me abruptly 

to lay dowp my pen : She ran to me 

O Spirit ! faid ihe ; tapping my neck a little toQ 
hi^d. And is it come to this at la(l ! — 
Do you beat me, Bella ? 

Do you call this beating you ? Only tapping your 
fhpulder thut^ faid flie ; tapping again more gently — 
This is what we expeFled it would come to — You 
want to be independent— ^My Father has lived too 
long for you! — 

J wfis going to fi^eak with vehemence ; but (he pnt 
her handkerchief before my mouth, very rudely — 
You have done enough with you^ pen, me^n I'ftencr, 
as you arc^ 1 But, knonx)^ that neiiher your indrpend* 
em A heme, nor any of your vifiting ones, will be 
graoscd you. Take your courfe, pcrverfe one I Call 
in yuur Rake to help you to an in^iependence -^pon 
|Our Purfnts, and a dependence upon iiim ! — D.> fo ! 
—Prepare ibis raotwem — ReJolve wh it you will take 
with you — To-morrov .ou irr; — Dt->.n.i upon it to- 
morrow you mr> ! — No lcne».'r hail you fiay here, 
watching Jnd cror^■ir;g iibout to li -.^i ken to what people 
fay — 'i'is dctci mined, ci^ild ! — You tv- ro-trjori .v — 
My Bnuher wouicJ hive con*. Uj* to tell yo'j fo ; bi:« I 
perfuadod him to the contrary — For 1 know not wiiat 
had become oi you, if he had — Such ,\ Letter ! fuch 
«n inibltnty fuLh a conceited ^.h^Wcniiftv \ — O thou vain 
en. a tu re I But prepare yourf^lr, 1 f ly — ro-moirow 
you go— My. Ricilier will accept of your bold chal- 
^Qgc; but it naift b': per/mil \ and at my Uncle 
Aaicuiy'fi — Or perhaps at Mr, Solmcss — 

Thus ihe ran on, almoll foaming witu paffloa, ^v^ll^ 
^uite out of pAtkacc, I faid, No more oE ^owv Vw^* 
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lence, Bella — Had I tcDOwn in what a way you de- 
figned to come up, you (hould not hate found my 
chamber-door open. — ^Talk to your Servant in this 
mauner. \5uX\)/it you, as I blels God I am^ I am 
neverthclefs your Sifter — And let mc tell you, that I 
won't go to-morroWy nor next day* nor next day to 
that — except I am dragged away by violence. 

What I not if vour Father or your Mother com- 
mand it — Girl ? Tiid (he ; intending another word, 
by her paufe and manner before it came out. 

Let it come to that, Bella ; then I (hall know what 
to fay. But it (hall be from theii own inouths, if I 
do— Not from yours, nor your Betty's — And fay 
another word to me» in this manner, and be the coo- 
fequeoce what it may. I will force myfelf into their 
prefence; and demand what I have done to be ufed 
thus ! 

Come along, child ! Come along, meeknefs — 
taking my hand, and leading me towards the door — 
Demand it of them now — You'll find both your de- 
fpifed Parents together ! — What ! does your heart fail 
you ? — for I rcfifted, being thus infolently offered to 
be led, and pulled my hand from her. « 

I want not to be le'i, (aid I ; and fince I can plead 
your invitation, I will go : And was pofting to the 
ftairs accordingly in my paifion — But (he got between 
me and the door, and (hut it — 

Let me fii ft, Bold-one faid (he, apprife them of 
your vifit — For your own fake let me — For my Bro- 
ther is with them. But yet opening it again, feeing 
me (brink back — Go if you will ! — Why don't you 
go? — ^Why don't you go, Mifs ? — following me to 
my clofet, whiiher I retired, with my heart full, and 
pulled the fa(h-door after me; and could no longer 
hold in my tears. 

Nor would I anfwer one word to her repeated ag- 
gravations, nor to her demands upon me to open my 
door, (for the key was 00 the iniide); nor fo much as 

4 ^'^^'^ 
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irn mj head towards her, as fhe looked thro' the glafs 
t me. ' And at laft, which vexed her to the heart, I 
rew the £lk curtain, that (he ihould not fee me ; and 
own (he went muttering all the way. 

Is not this ufage enough to provoke a rafhnefs never 
lefore thought of ? 

As it is but too probable that I may be hurried 
way to my Uncle's without being able to give you 
;revious notice of it ; I beg, that asr foon as you mall 
tear of ibch a violence, you would fend to the ufual 
dace^ to take back fuch of your Letters as may not 
live reached my hands, or to fetch any of mine that 
nay be there. 

May you, my dear, be always happy, prays your 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

I have received your four Letters. But am in fuch 
a ferment, that I cannot at prefent write to them. 

LETTER IX. 

Mifi Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Friday Nighty March 24. 
f Have a moft provoking Letter from my Sifter. I 

might have fuppofed, fhe would refent the con- 
tmpt flie brought upon herfclf in my chamber. Her 
:oDdu£l furely can only be accounted for by the rage 
nfiigated by a fuppofed Rivalry. 

7fl Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 
r km to tell you, Thar your Mother has begged you 
*• off for the morrow : But that you have e^£tually 
lone your buiinefs with heri as well as with every 
K>dy elfe. 

In your Propofals, and Letter to your Brother, you 
lavc fhewn yourfdf fo illly, and fo wife ; fo young* 
lod fo old ; fo genjde» and f;.> 'jbiUnatc ; fo meek, and 
To Tioleat ; that never was there fo mlxied 9i iYk&tb&JQs^ <. 
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We all know of whom you have borrowed this 
new fpirit. And yet the feeds ot it muft be in your 
heart, or it could not all at once (hew irfelf fo ram* 
panr. It would he doing Mr. Solmes a fpite to wifh 
him fuch a fiy^ wj'Jl\y girl ; another of your contra- 
diftory qualities — I leave you to make out what I 
mean Hy U, 

lier^y !viifs, your Mother will not let you remaio ; 
She capiiof \\<\.vt any peace of mind while fuch a rebel 
of -a child is in neat licr ; Your Auni Hervey will not 
take a charge %vhich all tht f;<imily put together can- 
not manage : Your Uucle Harlowe will not fee you 
at his lioule, til you arc married — So, thanks lo your 
own itubboi nneis, you h^v^r nobody that will receive 
you but your Untie Aniony — Thither you muft go in 
a vf ry tew «ja)3 ; and when there, your Brother will 
fct'le with vou, in my prefence, ail that relates to 
your moded challenge •, — For ii is accepted, I aflure 
you. Dr. Lewen will poffibly be there, fince you 
make choi'.c of him, AnotUr gentleman likewife, 
were it but to convince y» i , rhdi Ue is another fort of 
man than you have \aken nim t.> be. Your two Uncles 
will jojlibly be tliere too, to lee that the foor, wtakt • 
and Cejcncelejs Sifter has fair pl^y. So, you <ec, Mifst* 
what company your fmart challenge will draw to- 
gether. 

Prepare for the day. You'll foon be called upon* 
Adieu, Mauima Noiion^syu^^^? child I 

Arab. Harloue. 

I tranfcribed this Letter^ and fent it to my Moiher«. 
with thefe lines. 

A very fev) w^rds, my ever-honoured Mamma / 

"IF IT y Sifter wr^ r^ bf incioffd by my Father's dl- 
-■■ re£lion, or yours, i >nuft fubmii to the uiage Ihc 
gives me ID it, with this cnly obfcr\ation, That it is 
iho-c i/f the perianal treatment I have I'eceived from 
licr. If it be ofhcr own head— Why then, Madam— 
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Bot I knew^ that when I was banifhcd from your pre- 
fence — ^Yer, till I know if flie has or has not authority 
for thi« ufagc, I will only write further, that I am 

Tour VC17 unhappy Child, 

Cl. Ha&lowe. 

This Anfwer I received in an open flip of paper ; 
but it was wet in one place. I kiflcd the place ; for 
I am fure it was blifter'd, as I may fay, by a Mo- 
ther's tear ! — She muft (I hope flic muft) have wriucii 
it reluftanily. 

TO apply for proteftion, where authority is defied, 
is bold. Your Siftei', who would not inyour cir- 
cumftances have been guilty o£your perverfcnefs, may 
allowably be angry at you for it. However, we have 
told her to moderate her zealiov ourinfulted authority. 
See, if you can defer ve another behaviour» than That 
you complain of: Which cannot, however, b^ fo 
gricTOUs to you, as the caufe of it is to 

Tottr more unhappy Mother, 

How qften muft I forbid you any addrefs to me! 

Give me, my^ dearefl Mifs Howe, your opinion, 
what I can, what I ought to do. Not what you 
would do (puflied as I am puflied) in refentmmt or 
pajpon — fince, fo indigated, you tell me, that you 
fliould have been with fomebody before now — And 
fteps taken in paflion hardly ever fail of giving c.tufc 
for repentance : But acquaint me with what you think 
cool judgment, and after- refle£lioa, whatever were to 
be the event, will juftify. 

I doubt not "^oviv fytnpathizing Love : But yet you 
cannot poffibly feel indignity and perfecution 16 very 
fenfibly as the immediate Juffcrer feels them — Are 
fitter therefore to advife me, than I am myfelf. 

I will here reft my caufe. Have I, cv Ywje,\ wtA^ 

fuffered or borne enough ? And i£ vhe^ viViX K^ '^^^ 

Vol. IL D test* 
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fevere; if that ftrange perfifler again (I an antipathy fo 
ftrongly avowed, will J?/// pcrfift ; fay, What can I 
do ? — What courfc purfue ? — Shall I fly to London, 
and endeaver to hide myfelf from Lovelace, as well 
as from all my own relations, till my Coufin Morden 
arrives ? Or £hall I embark for Leghorn in my way 
to my Coufin ? Yet, my Sex, my Youth, confidercd, 
how full of danger is this la(l meafure ! — Aod may 
not my Coufin be fet out for England, while I am 
getting thither ? — What can I do ^ — Tell me, tell 
me, my deareft Mifs Howe [for I dare not truft my- 
felf J Tell me what I can do. 

Eleven o'clock at Night, 

I HAVE been forced to try to compofc my angry 
paffions at my Harpiichord ; having firft ftiut clofc 
my doors and windows, that I might not be hearxi 
below. As I was clofing the fhutters of the windows, 
the diftant whooting of the Bird of Minerva, as from 
the often* vifitcd wood-houfe, gave the fubjeft in that 
charming Ode to Wisdom, which does honour to 
our Sex, as it was written by one of it, I made an 
cflay, a week ago, to fet the three laft Stanza's of it, 
as not unfuitahle to my unhappy iituation ; and after 
I had re-perufed the Ode, thofe were my LeflTon : 
And, I am fure, in the folemn addrefs they contain 
to the All-wife and All-powerful Deity, my heart 
went with my fingers. 




appy in ^jj^ performance. If it obtain your approba- 

affU* ^ ^^^ ^^ o^t of doubt: And fhould bcftill more 

^^^^> could I hear it tried by jottr voice and finger. 



ODE. 
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O D E 

T O 

W I S D O M 

By a LADY/ 
I. 

THE foUtary Bird of Night 
Thro* the thick Shades now wings his Flight, 
And quits his Time-^fhook Tow'r ; 
Where fheiter*d from the Blaze of Day, 
In philofophic Gloom he kiy. 
Beneath his Ivy Bow*r. 

ir. 

With Joy I hear the folemn Sound, 
Which midnight Echoes waft around, 

And fighing Gales repeat. 
Fav'rite of Pallas ! I attend, 
And, faithful to thy Summons, bend 

At Wisdom's awful Seat. 

;. III.« 

She loves the cool, the iilent Eve, 

Where no falfe Shews of Life deceive. 
Beneath the Lunar Ray. 

Here Folly drops each vain Difguife ; 

Nor fport her gaily coloured Dyes, 
As in the Beam of Day. - 

D a \^l 
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IV. 
O Pallas ! Queen of ev'ry Art, 
That glads the Senfe^ and mends the Heart, 

Bleft Source of purer Jo^s ! 
In ev'ry Form of Beautf bright. 
That captivates the mental Sight 

With Pleafure and Surprife ; 

V. 

To thy unfpQttcd Shvine I bow r 
Attend fyj modeft Suppliant's Yam, 

That breathes no- wild Defivcs ; 
But, taught by thy unerring Rotes, 
To fhun the fruitlefs Wifli of Fools, 

To nobler Views aUpires^ 

VL 

Not Fortune's Gem, Ambition's Plume, 
Nor Cttherea's fading Bloom, 

Be Objefts of my Pray r : 
Let Av'ricef Vanity^ and PW^, 
Thofe envy'd glitt'ring Toys divide. 

The dull Rewards of Car& 

VII; 
To fne thy Mi^r Gifi» in^part^ 
Each moral Be^^ty of the Hei^rt-, 
By ftudious Thought x>cfin'd > 

For 
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For Wealth, the fmlles of glad Content ; 
For Pow'Ry its ampleft, beft Extent, 
An Empire o'er my Mind. 

VIII. 
Whea Fortune drops her gay Parade, 
When P/eafure's tranflent Rofes fade. 

And wither in the Tombt 
Unchanged is thy immortal Prize ; 
Thy ever*verdaht Laurels rife 

In undecaying Bloom. 

IX. 

By Thee prote£^ed, I defy 

The Coxcomb's Sneer, the ftapid Lie 

Of Ignorance and Spite : 
Alike contemn the leaden Fool, 
And all the pointed Ridicule 

Of undifcerning fVit. 

X. 

From Envy, Hurry, Noife, and Strife, 
The dull Impertinence of Life, 

hi thy Retreat I reft : 
Purfue thee to the peaceful Groves, 
Where Plato's facred Spirit roves. 

In all tby Beauties drcft. 

D 7 ^, 
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XI. 

He bad Ilyffus* tuneful Stream 
Convey thy philofophic Theme 

Of Perfect, Fair, and Good ; 
Attentive Athens caught the Sound, 
x^nd all her liA'ning Sons around 

In awful Silence flood : 

XIL 

Reclaim'd her wild licentious Youth, 
Confcfs'd the potent Voice of Truth, 
And felt its juft Contcoul. 

« 

The PaJpQus ceas'd their loud Alarms, 
And Pirtue*s foft perfuafiv^ Charms « 
O'er all their Senfes ftgle. 

XIII. 
Thjf Breath infpires the Poet's Song, 
The Patriot's free, unbias'd Tongue, 

The Hero's gen'rous Strife ; 
Thine are Retirement's filent Joys, 
And all the fweet engaging Ties 

Of STILL, DOMESTIC Life. 
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LETTER X. 

/^/i/S Clarrissa Harlowe, To Mi/s Howe. 

Friday, Midnight. 

I Have no calmer moment. Envy^ Ambition, high 
and felfiih Refcntment, and all the violent Paffions, 
are nojMr/ mod probably, afleep all around me; and 
Ihall not my o>n angry ones give way to the filent 
hourj and iubfidc like wife ? — They have given way 
to it ; and I have made ufe of the gentler fpacc to re- 
peruie your lad Letters. I will touch upon fome paf- 
fages in them. And that I may the lefs endanger the 
but juft recovered calm, I will begin- with what you 
write about Mr. Hickman. 

Give me leave to fay, That I anj forry you cannot 
yet perfuade yourfelf to think better^ that is to fay, 
more Jufiiy of that gcntlemm, than your whimfical 
pidture of kim fbews you do ; or, at lead, than the 
humoroufncfs of your natural vein would make one 
tiink you do. 

I do not imagine, that you your/elf vf ill fay, he fat 
for the picture you have drawn. And yet, upop the 
whole, it is not greatly to his advantage. Were I 
at cafe in my mind, 1 would venture to draw a much 
more amiable and jud likenefs. 

If Mr Hickman has not that aifTurance which fome 
men have, he has that humanity and gentlenefs which 
many want: And which, with the infinite value 
be has for you, will make him one of the fitted 
Hufbands in the world for a perlbn of your vivacity 
and fpirit. 

Altho* you fay I would not like him myfelf, I do 
afflire you, if Mr Solmes were fuch a man as Mr. 
Hickman, in perfon, mind, and behaviour, my friends 
and I had never difagreed about him, if they would 
not have permitted me to live fingVc, lAt%\ja^^"^'«. 
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(having fuch a charaAer as he has) would have ftood 
no chance with me. This I can the more boldly 
aver, becaufc I plainly perceive, that of the two paf- 
fions, Lcve and Fear^ This man will be able to in- 
fpire one with a much greater proportion of the lat- 
ter , than I imagine is compatible with the former, to 
niake a happy Marriage. 

I am glad you owDj that you like no one better 
than Mr. Hickman. In a little while, I make no 
doubt^ you will be able, if you challenge your heart 
Upon it, to acknowledge, that you like not any man 
fo well ; Efpecially, when you come to coniider, 
that the very faults you find in Mr. Hickman, admi- 
rably fit him to make you happy : That is to fay. If 
it be necefiary to your happinefs, that you (hould have 
jour own wi/l in every thing. 

But let me add^ane thing: And that is this : — You 
have fuch a fprigbtly turn, that, with your admirable 
talents^ you would make any man in the world, who 
loved you, look like a fool, except he were fuch a 
PQ^ a« IfOTclacc. 

Forgive me, my dear, for my franknefj: And for- 
give me alfo, for fo foon returning to fubje^ls fo im- 
mediately relative to myfelf, as thof: I now muft 
touch upon. 

You again infifl (ftrengthened by Mr. Lovelace's 
opinion) upon my ajjuming my own £(^ate [I cannot 
call it refumingt having nsvcr been in pofTefiion of 
it] : And 1 hare given you room to expeft, that I 
will confider this fubje^ more clofely than I ha*.e 
done before.— I muft however own, th^t the reiifons 
which I had to offer againd taking your advice, were 
fo obvious, that I thought you would have feen them 
yourfelf, and been determined by ihetn, againft your 
own haiiier counfe). — But ilnce this has not been fo, 
and that both you and Mr. Lovelace call upon mc to 
aflume my own Eftaic, I wili enter briefly into the 

iubje^' 

In 



Let. 10. Clarifla Harlowc SI 

Iq the firft place, let me afk you, my dear, fup- 
pofing I were inciined to follow your advice. Whom 
hnvcl to fupport me io my demand? My Uncle 
Barlowe is one of my Truftees — ^He is againft me. 
My Coufin Morden is the other-— He is in Italy, and 
very probably may be fet againft me too. My Bro- 
ther has declared, that they are refoWed to carry their 
point before he arrives : So that, as they drive on, 
all will probably be decided before I can have an An- 
fwer from him, were I to write : And conflaed as I am, 
were ^ the Anfwer to come io time, and they did not 
like it, they would keep it from me. 

Ib the next place,. Parents have grestt advantages 
io every eye over the child* if ihe difpute their plea- 
fure in the difpoiing of her : Add fo they ought ; 
fince out of ivfenty ioftaiKes, perhaps two eduld not be 
produced, when they were not in dke right,, the child 
in the wrong. 

Too would not, lam Aire, have me accept of 
Mr. Lovelace's offered ailiftance in fuch a claim. If 
I would embrace any other perfon*s, who elfe. would 
care to appear for a child againft parents* ever, tUl of 
laie, fo affectionate ? — But were fuch a protect jr to 
be found, what a length of time would it take up in 
a courfe of Ikig^ian? The Will aod the Deeds have 
flaws in them, they fay. My Brother fotnetioies 
talks of go'ng to rcQde at The Grove : I ftippofe, with 
a dcfign to maks £]e£lments neccfiary, were 1 to offer 
at aftuming • or, were I to marry Mr. Lovel-Ki^, In 
order to give him all the oppoiiclon and difficulty the 
Lslv would help him to give. 

Thefecafcsl have put to myfelf, for argument- 
fake : But they are all out of the qucftion, altho' any- 
body were to be fpund who would efpoufs my caufe : 
For 1 do affure you^ I would fooner beg my bread, 
than litigate for my right wich my Father i Since I 
am convinced, that whether the Pareat do bis duty 
by th€ Child or not, the Child wau^v b^ ^v.v^<.^ 
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from doing hers to him. And to go to Law with my 
Father^ what a found has That ? You will fee, that 
1 have mentioned my wifh (as an ahernitive, and as 
a favour) to be permitted, if I mufl be put out o^ hb 
houfe, to go thither : But not one ftep further can I 
go. And you fee how This is refented. 

Upon the whole, then, what have I to hope for, 
but a change in my Father's refolution? — And is 
there any probability of that ; fuch an afcendency as 
my Brother and Sifter have obtained over cvery-body ; 
and fach an intercft to purfue the enmity they have 
now openlv avowed again ft me ? 

As to Mr. Lovelace's approbation of your aftump- 
tion-fcheme, I wonder not at it. He very probably 
penetrates the difficulties I ftiould have to bring it to 
effca, without his affiftancc. Were I to find myfclf 
as free as I would wifti myfelf to be, perhaps Mr. 
Lovelace would ftand a worfe chance with me than 
his vanity may permit him to imagine ; notwichftand- 
ing the pleafure you take in rallying me on his ac* 
count. How know you, but all that appears to be 
fpecious and reafonable in his offers ; fuch as, ftand- 
ing his chance for my favour, after I became independ- 
ent as I may call it [by which I mean no more, 
than to have the liberty of refufing for my Hufband 
a man whom it hurts me but to think of in that 
light]; and fuch as his not vifiting me but by my 
leave ; and till Mr. Morden come ; and till I am 
fatisfied of his Reformation ; — How know you, I fay, 
that he gives not hinafelf ihcfe airs purely to ftand 
better iuysmr graces as well as mi/ir, by offering of hii 
own accord conditions which he muft needs think 
would be infifted on, were the cafe to happen? 

Then am I utterly difpleafed with him. T< 
threaten as he threatens ; yet to pretend, that it h 
»ot to intimidate me ; and to beg of you nu to tel 
■•'^ when he muft know you tvouldy and no doub 
i/Uemdid that you JhouU^ is fo meanly artful I — Th. 

ma: 
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znao muft think he has a frighted fool 10 deal with. — 
I, to join hands with fuch a man of violence ! my own 
Brother the man whom he threatens! — And what has 
Mr. Solmes done to him ?— Is he to be blamed^ if he 
thinks a perfon would make a Wife worth having, 
to endeavour to obtain her ? — O that my friends 
would but leave me to my own way in this one point ! 
For have I given the man encouragement fuffi:ient to 
ground thefe threats upon ? Were Mr. Solmes a man 
10 whom I could be but indifferent ^ii might be found, 
that to have the merit of a /uffercr given him from 
fuch a flaming fpirit, would very little anfwer the 
views of that fpirit. It is my fortune to be treated as 
a fool by my Brother : But Mr. Lovelace fhall find — 
Yet I will let him know my mind ; and then it will 
come with a better grace to your knowledge. 

Mean time, give me leave to tell you, that it goes 
againft me, in my cooler moments, unnatural as my 
Brother is to me, . to have you, my dear, who are my 
other Self, write fuch very fevere reflections upon 
him, in relation to the advantage Lovelace had over 
him. He is not indeed yoit^ Brother ; But remember, 
that you write to his Sifter. — Upon my word, my 
dear Mifs Howe, you dip your pert in gall whenever 
you arc offended : And 1 am almoft ready to qncftioo, 
when I read fome of your exprcflions againft others 
of my Relations as well as him (altho* in my faio/r) 
whether you are h thoroughly warranted hy your own 
patience, a^ you think youifelf, ro c;»ll other people 
to account for their warmth. Should we not be par- 
ticularly careful to keep clear of the faults wecenlure? 
— And yet I am fo angry both at my Brother and 
Sifter, that I fhould not have taken this liberty with 
my dear friend, notwithftanding I know you never 
loved them, had you not made fo light of io (hock- 
ing a tranfaAion, where a Brother's life was at flake : 
When his credit in the eye of the mifchievous Sex 
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has received a ftill deeper wound than he per/onaily 
fuflaioed ; and when a revival of the fame wicked re« 
ienttnents (which may end more fatally) is threatened. 

His credit, I fay, in the eye of the mifchUvous Sex : 
Who is not warranted to call it fo ; when it is reckoned 
smong the men fuch an extraordinary piece of f^slf- 
conquefl (as the two Liberiines his companions glo- 
ried) torefoWe never to give a challenge ; and among 
whom Duelling is fo fafhionable a part of brutal bra- 
very, that the man ot tamper, who is, moftly, J be- 
lieve, the truly brave man, is often at a lofs fo to be- 
have as to avoid incurring either a mortal guilt, or a 
general contempt ? 

To enlarge a little upon this fubjeA. Majr we not 
infer, That thof« who would be guilty of throwing 
thefe contempts upon a man of temper, who would 
rather pafs by a veibal injury,than to imbrue his hands 
in blood, know not the meafure of cruemagnaoimity? 
nor how much nobler it is io/orgiv^, and even how 
iDUch more mavfy to de/pi/e, than to refenty an injury? 
^Vere I a man, methinks, I fhouM have too much 
fcorn for a perfon, who would wilfully do me a mean 
wrong to put a value upon hii life, equal to what I 
put upon my own* What an abfurdity, E^ecaufe a man 
had done me zjmali injury, that I ihould put it in his 
power (at leaft^ to an equM rifk) to do me, and thofe 
who love me, an irreparable one ? — Were it not a wil' 
ful injury, nor avowed to be fo, there could not be 
room for refcntment. 

How willingly would I run away from myfdf, and 
what moft concerns myfclf, if I could ! This digref- 
fion brings me back again to the occaiion of it-— And 
That to the impatience I was in, when I ended my 
laft Letter, for my fi nation is not altered. 1 renew 
therefore my former earneftners, as the new day ap- 
proaches, and will bring with it perhaps new trials, 
that you will (as undiveftedly as poiEble of favour or 
rtfciitment) tell me what jou would have me do : — 

for, 
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For, if I am obliged to go to mj Uncle Antony's, 
Ali, I doubt, will be over witb me. Yet bow to 
avoid It — Thai's the difficulty ! 

I (hall depofit tbis the firft thing. When you have 
it, lofe DO time, I pray you, to advife (left it be to6 
ate) 

Tour ever obliged 

Cl. HilRLOWB. 

LETTER XL 

Mifs Howe, 7o Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 

Saturday, March 25, 
VITH AT can I advife you to do, my noble creature? 
•^ Your merit is your crime. You 'can no more 
A^ngt ymur nature, than your perfecutors can theirs* 
Your diftrefs is owing to the vaft difparity between 
you and them. What would, you have of them ? 
Do they not aQ in cks^ rafter I — And to whom ? To 
an Alien. You are not one of them. They have 
two dependencies in their hope to move you to com- 
pliance — Upon their impenetrahlenefs one [Pd give it 
a more proper name, if I dared]; the other, on the 
regard yon have always had for your character [Have 
they not heretofore owned as much ^'] and upon your 
apprehenfions from that of Lovelace, which would 
dlfcredit you, ihould you take any ftep by his means. 
to extricate yourfclf. Then they know, that refent- 
menc and unperfuadablenefs are not natural to you ; 
and that the anger they have wrought you up to, will 
fubfide^ as all ixtraor dinar ies foon do ; and that onoe 
married, you will make the beft of it. 

But furely your Father's Son and elded Daughter 
have a view (by communicating to fo narrow a foul 
all they know of your jud averfion to him) to entail 
unhappinefs for life upon you» were you to have the 
fiian who is already more nearly related to them, than 
ever he can be to yoo, aUho' the {hocking compuliion 
ihould uke place. ^ 
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As to that wretch's perfeverance, thofe only, who 
know not the man, will wonder at it.. He has not 
the leafl delicacy. His principal view in marriage is 
not to the mind. How (hall thofe beauties be valued > 
which cannot be comprehended ? Were you to be his, 
and (hew a vifible want of tendernefs to him, it is 
my opinion, he would not be much concerned at it. 
I have heard you well obfcrve, from your Mrs. Nor- 
ton, That a pcrfon who has any over'tuUng paffion, 
will compound by giving up fwcmy fecondary or under' 
fatisfadliojis^ tho* more laudable ones, in order to have 
^^^/ gratified. 

ril give you the fubftance of a converfation [No 
fear you can be made to like him worfe than you do 
already] that pafled between Sir Harry Dowoeton and 
this Solmes, but three days ago, as Sir Harry told it 
but yefterday to my Mother and me. It will confirm 
to you that what your Sifter's infolent Betty reported 
he fhould fay, of governiog'by Feary was not of her 
own head. 

Sir Harry told him, he wondered he (hould wifli to 
obtain you fo much againfl your Inclination as every* 
body knew it would be, if he did. 

He matter*d not That, he faid : Coy Maids made 
the fondeft Wives [A forry fellow !]: It would not 
at all grieve him to fee a pretty woman make wry 
faces, if (he gave him caufc to vex her. And your 
Eftare, by the conv^rnience of its fituation, would 
richly pay him for all he could bear with your fliyncfs. 

He ihould be furf, he faid, after a while, of your 
Complaifance, if not of your Love : And in That 
fhould be happier than nine parts in tea of his married 
accquaintance. 

What a wretch is this I 

For the reft, your known virtue would be as great 
a fecurity to him, as he could wifh for. 

She will look upon you, faid Sir Harry, if flie be 
forced to marry you, as Eiizabah of France did upon 

Philip 
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Philip II. of Spain, when he received her on his fron- 
tiers as her Hufb.ind, who luas to have been but her 
Father-ia-law : That is^ with Fear and Terrori rather 
than with Complaifance and Love : And you will 
perhaps be as furly to her, as That old Monarch was 
to his young Bride. 

Fear and Terror, the wretch, the horrid wretch ! 
faid, looked pretty in a Bride as well as in a Wife : 
Andy laughing [Yes, my dear, the hideous fellow 
laughed immoderately, as Sir Harry told us, when he 
faid it3 It (hould be his care to perpetuate the occa- 
fion for that Feary if he could not think he had the 
Love. And, truly, he was of opinion, that if Love 
and Fear mud be feparated in Matrimony, the man 
who made h\m{e\{ fear ed^ fared beft — 

If my eyes would carry with them the execution 
which the eyes of the Bafilifk are faid to do, I would 
make it my firft bufinefs to fee this creature. 

My Mother, however, fays, it would be a pro- 
digious merit in you, if you could get over your aver- 
fion to him. Where, afks fhe [as you have been afked 
before] is the praife-worthintfs of obedience, if it be 
only paid in inftances where we give up nothing ? 

What a fatality, that you have no better an option 
— Either a Scyila or a Chary bdis. 

Were it not You, 1 (hould know how (barbaroufly 
ufcd as you are ufed) to advife you in a moment. But 
fuch a noble charafter to fuflfer from a ^fuppofed) rafti- 
nefs and indifcretion of fuch a nature, would, as I 
have heretofore obferveJ, be a wound to the Sex. 

While I was in hope, that the aflcning of your 
own independence would have helped you, I was 
pleafed, that you had one refource, as I thought : 
But now, that you have fo well proved, that fuch a 
ftep would not avail you, I am entirely at a lofs what 
to fay. 
I will lay down my pen and think. 
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I HAVE confidered, and confidered again ; but, I 

J»roteft, I know no more what to fay now, than be* 
ore. Only this : That I am youog, like yourfelf ; 
and have a much weaker judgment, and Wronger pa£i 
fions, than you have. 

I have heretc fore faid, that you have offered as 
much as you ought, in ofFering to live finglc. If you 
were never to marry, the Eflate they are fo loth 
fliould go out of their name, would, in tioie, I fup' 
pofe, revert to your Brother : And ^^ or his would 
have it, perhaps, much more certainly this way, than 
by the precarious reverfioos which Solmes makes them 
hope for. Have you put this into thrir odd heads, mv 
dear? — The tyrant word Authority, as ihcy uK 
it, can be the only objection againft this ofier. 

One thing you mud confider> that, if you leave 
your Parents, your Duty and Love will not fuffkr 
you to juftify yourfelf by an appeal againil them ; and 
lb you*ll have the world againft you. And ihoQld 
l^velace continue his wild life, and behave ungrate- 
fully to you, will not bis bafeDefs feem to judify their 
crue) treatment oi you, as well as their diHike of him f 
• . 'Itfay Heaven direft you for the heft I — I can only 
1^^. that, for my own part, I would do any-thing, 
jgo any-whicher, rather ihan be compelled to marry 
the tnan 1 bate ; and (were he fach a man as SolaAes) 
itiuft always hate — Nor could I have borne what you 
have borne, if from Father and Uncle^> not from 
Brother and Sifter. 

My Mother will have it, that afrer they have tried 
their utmollb efforts to bring you into their me^ures, 
and find them ineffectual, they will recede* put I 
cannot fay I am of her mind. She does not own 
(he has any other authoiity for this, but herown'con- 
jcfturc. I fhould othejwife have hoped, that your 
Uncle Ancony and (he had been in one fecret, an4 
that favourable|to you : Wo be to one of them at 

leaft 
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leaft [To your Uncle to be fur^i I mean^ if tbejr fhould 
be in any oiher! 

You mud, if poflible^ avoid being carried to that 
UdcIc's. The Man, the Parfon, your Brother and 
Sifter prefent ! — they'll certainly there marry you to 
the wretch. Nor will your newly raifed fpirit fup- 
port you in your rcfiftance on foch an occafion. 
Your roeeknels will return ; %ud you will have nothing 
for it but tears [Tears dcfpif^sd by them all] and in* 
efieflual appeals and lamentatsoqs: — And thefeTcars, 
when the ceremony is pr^famd^ you muft fuddeniy 
dry up ; and endeavour to difpofe yourfelf to fuch an 
humble frame of mind, as may induce your new- 
made Lord to forgive all your paft declarations of 
aiverfion. 

In (hort, my dear, you muft then blandMh him 
over with a confefliony that all your paft behaviour 
was maidenly referve only : And it will be y&ur part 
to convince him of the truth of his impudent farcafm, 
Ibut the cfffift maids make the fondeft wives. Thus 
will vou enter the ftate with a high fenfe of obligation 
to his forgiving goodne/s : And if you will not be kept 
to it by thgt Fear, by which be propofes to govern ^ I 
am fnucb miftaken. 

Yet, after all, I muft leave the point undetermined, 
and only Co be determined, as you find they recede 
from tbeir avowed purpofe» or refolve to remove you 
to your Uncle Antony's. But 1 muft repeat my wi(he?, 
that fomething may fall out, that neither of thefe men 
may call you his I — And may you live fingle, my 
deareft friend, till fonie man (hall offer, that may be 
as worthy of you as man can be ! 

But yet, methiuks, 1 would not, that you, who are 
fo adipirabiy qualified to adorn the Married Stare, 
{hould be always iiogle. You know I am incapable 
of flattery ; and that I always fpcak and write the 
fincere dictates of my heart. Nor can you, from 
what you muft know of your own mcni (v^^el&xiqv^c) 
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in a comparative light with others) doubt my finceriry. 
For why fhould a perfon who delights to find out 
and admire every- thing that is praife- worthy in another^ 
be fuppofcd ignorant of like perfeftions in herfeif^ 
when (he could not fo much admire them in an- 
other, if (he had them not herfelf ? And why may 
not I give her thofe praifes, which fhe would give to 
any other, who had but half of her Excellencies .^ 
-^Efpecialiy when £he is incapable of pride and vain* 
glory ; and neither defpifes others for the want of her 
fine qualities, nor over-values herfeV' upon them ? — 
^i;^r-values, did I fay ! — How can that be ? 

Forgive me» my beloved friend. My admiration 
of you (increafed, as it is, by every Letter y6u write) 
will .not always be held down in iilcnce ; altho', in 
order to avoid offending you, I generally endeavour 
to keep it from flowing to my pen, when 1 write ta 
you, or to my lips, whenever I have the happineis to 
be in your company. 

I will add nothing (cho* I could an hundred things 
on occafion of your latefl communications) but that 
I am 

Tour ever-affeSlionate andfaithfuU 

Anna Howe* 

I hope 1 have pleafed you wich my difpatch. I wifti 
I had been able to pleafe you with my rcqucftcd 
advice. 

You have given new beauties to the Charming Ode, 
which you have tranl'mitted to me. What pity 
that the wretches you have to deal with put 
you out of your admirable courfc ; in the purluit 
of which, like the Sun, you was wont to chear 
and illuminate all you fhone upon ! 
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LETTER XIL 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Sunday Morning y March 26. 
IIJ O W foothing a thing is praife from thofc wc 
*"-■' love ? — Whether confcious or not of df.rving 
ity it cannot but give us great delighr, to fte ourfclves 
ftand high in the opinion of thofe whofe f;iivour we 
are ambitious to cultivate. An ingenious mind will 
make this farther ufe of it^ that if he be fenflblc^ that 
it does not already deferve the charming attributes, it 
will haften (before its friend finds herfelf miHaken) 
to obtain the graces it is complimented for : And this 
it will do, as well in honour to itfelf^ as to preferve 
its friend's opinion, and juftify her judgment. May 
This be always my aim I — And then you will not 
only give the praife^ but the merit ; and T fhall be 
more worthy of that friendlhip, which is the only 
pleafure I have to boafl of. 

Moft heartily I thank you for the kind difpatch of 
your lad favour. How much am I indebted to you ! 
and even to your honefl fervant ! — Under what obli- 
gations does my unhappy fituation lay me I 

But let me anfwer the kind contents of it, as well 
as I may. 

As to getting over my difgufts to Mr. Solm;!s it is 
impoflible to be done; while he wants Generofity, 
Franknefs of Heart, Benevolence, Manners, and every 
qualification that diflinguifhes the worthy man. O my 
dear ! what a degree ot Patience, What a Greatncfs 
of Soul, is required in the Wife, not to defpife a 
Hufband who is more ignorant, more illiterate, more 
low minded, than herlclf ! — The wretch, vcfted with 
prerogatives, who will claim rule in virtue of them 
(and not to permit whofe claim, will be as dif^raccful 
to the prefcribing Wife as to the gouerned Hulband) ; 
How (hall fuch a Hufband as ThU be \)o\ti« v«t.tt. 
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he, for reafons of convenience and inter^, even to be 
our Choice / But, to be compelled to have fuch a 
one, and that coxnpulfion to arife from motives m un- 
worthy of the prefcribcrs as of the prefcribed^ who 
can think of getting over an averfion fo jufllj founded? 
How much eafier to bear the temporary perfecutlons I 
labour under, becaufe temporary, than to lefotve to 
hzfuch a man's for l^e ? Were 1 to comp1j» muft I 
not leave my relations, and go to him \ A month will 
decide the one, perhaps : But what a duration ffw9 
will the other be I — Every day, it is likely, rifing to 
witnefs to fome tiew breach of an altar^vowed duty ! 

Then, my dear, the man feems already to be me* 
dilating vengeance againft me for an averiioD I cannot 
help : For yeilcrday my faucy gaolerefs aflured me^ 
That all mj oppofitions would not fignify that pmA 
^fatiffi holding out her genteel finger and thumb i 
That 1 muft have Mr. Solmes : That therefore I had 
not beft carry my jed too far ; for that Mr. Solmes 
was a man of fpirit, and had told Her, that fts I 
fhould furely be his, I afted very unpolitkfy ; fince, if 
he had not more mercy [that was A^r word ; I know 
not if it were his2 than 1 had, 1 might have caufe ta 
repent the ufage I give him to the laft day of my life*. 

But enough of this man; who, by what you repeat 
from Sir Hary Downeton, has all the infoler.ce of hit. 
Sex, without any one quality to make that infblence 
tolerable, 

I have received two Letters from Mr. .Lovelace,. 
fince his viQt to you ; which make three that I have 
not anfwercd. I doubt not his being very uneafy; 
but in his lail: he complains in high terms of mj 
filence ; not in the flill fmall voice, or rather (lyle of 
an bumble Lover, but in a Ayle like that which would 
probably be ufed by a flighted Protcftor. And his 
pride is again touched, that like a thief y or evei^drop^ 
p^r, he is forced to dodge about in hopes of a Letter, 
and return five miles (and then to an inconvenient 
lodging) wirJbout any. Uvs 
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His Letters^ and the copy of mine to him, fhall 
fooQ attend you : Till when, I will give you the Tub* 
(lance of what I wrote to him yefterday. 

I take him feverely to cafk for his freedom in threat- 
ening me, thro' you, with a vifit to Mn Solmes, or 
to my Brother. I fay^ * That, furely, I muft be 
thought to be a creature fit to bear any-thing ; that 
violence and menaces from fome of my own family 
are not eaough for me to bear, in order to make 
me avoid hm ; but that I muft have them from him 
too, if I oblige thofe to whom it is both my incli* 
nation and duty to oblige in every-thing that is rea- 
Cbnable, and ia my power. 

^ Very extraordipary, I tell him, that a violent 
firirit fivall threaten to do a ra(h and unjuftifiable 
thing, which concerns me but little, and himfelf a 
great deaf, if f do not fomething as ra(h, my Cha- 
raAer and Sex conGdered, to divert him from it. 
' I even hint, that, however it would afieft mf, 
were any mifchicf to happen on my account, yet 
tiiere are perfons, as far as I know, who in my 
caic would not think there would be reafon for 
much regret, were fuch a committed raftmefs as he 
threatens Mr. Solmes with, to rid her of two per- 
Ions whom had ihe never known, (he had never 
been unhappy.' 
This is plain-dealing, my dear : And I .fuppofe he 
will put it into ftill plainer Englifib for me. 

I take this pride to taik, on his difdaioing to watch 
for tnj Letters ; and for his ^i;^i-^o/>/m^ language : 
And ixjt * That, furely, he has the leis reafon to 
' tlxink fi) hardly of his iicuation ; fince his faulty 
' mprats are the caufe of all ; and fince faulty morab 
< defervedly level all diftindlion, and bring down 

* ]&ank and Birth to the Canaille^ and to the necef&ty 
' which he fo much regrets, of appearing (if I muft 
' dcftend to his language) as an eves-dropper and a 

* thief. And then I forbid him ever 10 cx^(\.^tko\!Ki^^ 
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Letter froip me that is to fubjedl him to fach dif- 
graceful hardfhips. 

* As to the fo]emn vows and proteftations he is fo 
ready, upon all accafions, to make, they have the 
lefs weight with me, I tell him, as they give a kind - 
of demonflration, that he himfelF, from his own 
charaAer, thinks there is reafon to make them. 
Deeds arc to me the only evidences of Intentions* 
And I am more and more convinced of the oeceffi- 
ty of breaking ofiT a correfpondence with a perfon, 
whofe addrefTes I fee it is impoffible either to expedi: 
my friends to encourage, or him to appear to wifh 
that they fhould think him worthy of encourage- 
ment. 

< What therefore I repeatedly defire is. That fince 
his Birth, Alliances, and ExpeAations, are fuch as 
will at any time, if his immoral charaAer be not 
an obje^ion, procure him at leaft equal advantages 
in a woman whofe tafte and inclinations moreover 
might be better adapted to his own ; I infift upon it, 
as well as advife it, that he give up all thoughts 
of me : And the rather, as he has all along (by his 
threatening and unpolite behaviour to my friends, 
and whenever he fpeaks of them) given me reafon 
to conclude, that there is more malice to them, than 
regard to me, in his perfeverance.* 
This is the fubflance of the Letter I have written 
to him. 

The man, to be fure, muft have the penetration 
to obferve, that my correfpondence with him hither* 
to is owing more to the feverity I meet with, than to 
a very high value for him. And fo I would have 
him think. What a wor/e than Moloch deity is Tbat» 
which expefts an offering of Reafon, Duty, and Dif- 
cretion, to be made to its fhrine ! 

Your Mother is of opinion, you fay, that at lafl 
iny friends will relent. Heaven grant that they may I 
— But my Brother and Siftcf have fuch an influence 

over 
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over every-bod^y and are fo determined ; To pique 
themfelves upon fubduing me, and carrying their 
point; that I defpair that they will : — ^And yet, if they 
do Dot, I frankly own, I would not fcruple to throw ^ 
myfelf upon any difreputable protection, by which 
I might avoid my prefent perfccutions, on one hand, 
and not give Mr. Lovelace advantage, over me, on the 
other — ^That is to fay, were there manifeflly no other 
way left me : For, if there were^ I fhould think the 
leaving my Father*s houfe, without his confent, one 
of the mod inexcufable actions I could be guilty of, 
vere the protcAion to be ever fo unexceptionable ; 
and This notwithftanding the independent fortune wil- 
led me by my Grandfather. And indeed I have often 
refle^ed with a degree of indignation and difdain, up- 
on the thoughts of what a low, ielfifh creature that 
child mud be, who is to be reined in only by the hopes 
of what a parent can or will do for her. 

But notwithftanding all this, I owe it to the fince- 
rity of friend(hip to confefs, that I know not what I 
Jbould have done, had your advice been conclufive 
anyway. Had you, my dear, been witnefs to my 
difierent emotions, as I read your Letter, when, in 
one place, you advife me of my danger, If I am 
carried to my Uncles ; in another, when you own 
you could not bear what I bear, and would do any- 
thing rather than marry the man you hate ; yet, in 
another, reprefent to me my reputation fufFering in 
the world's eye ; and the neceflity I fhould be under 
to juftify my conduct, at the expence of my friends, 
were I to take a ra(h Rep; in another, iniinuate the 
'dijhoneft figure I ihould be forced to make, in fo com- 
pelled a Matrimony ; endeavouring to cajole* fawn 
upon, and play the hypocrite with a man to whom I 
have an averfion ; who would have reafoo to beliive 
me an hypocrite, as well from my former avowals, 
as from the fenfe he muft have (if coaimon fenfe 
he has) of his own demerits : — The neceflit^ ^o^ 

3 \}C!k\V^ 



72 The History of Vol. 2^ 

think there would be for me, the more averfe I really 
wa6, to feem the fonder of him t A fondbefs (were I 
capable of fo miKh diffimulation) that would be im- 
putable to difgraceful motWes ; as it would be too vt* 
fible, that Love, either of perfoa or mind,, could be 
neither of chem — Then his undoubted, his even con- 
fiitutional narrownefs : His too probable Jealoufy, and 
unforgiviogoefs, bearing in mind my declared avtrfion, 
and (he unfeigned defpights I took all epponunities to 
do him, in order to dilcourage his addrefs : A prefe- 
rence avowed againft him from the y^trn^ motive : whh 
the pride he profefles to take in curbing and finking 
the ipirits of a woman he had acquired a right to ty- 
rannize o<ver :-— Had you, I fay, been witnefs of my 
different emotions as I read ; now leaning this way, 
now that ; now perplexed ; now apprehenfive ; now 
angry at one, then at another ; nOw refolving ; now 
doubting ; — you would have fccn the power you 
have over me ; and would have had reafon to believe, 
that, had you given your advice in any determined or 
poiitive manaer, I had been ready to have been con- 
cluded by it. So, my dear, you will find, from thcfe 
acknowledgments, that you muft juftify me to thofe 
Laws of Friendfhip, which require undifguifcd frank- 
Siti% of heart; aliho* your juf^ification of me in that 
particular will perhaps be at the expence of my pru- 
dence. 

But, upon the whole. This I do repeat — That no- 
thing but the iafl extremity fhall make me abandon 
my Father's Houfe, if they will permit me to Aay ; 
axKi if I can, by any means, by any honeft pretences, 
but keep off my evil delliny in it till my Coufin 
Morden arrives. As one of my Truftces, his is a 
proteftioUy into which I may wrthout dilcredit throw 
mjfelf, if my other friends fhould remain determined. 
And This (altho'^ they feem too well aware of it) is 
ail my hope : For> as to Lovelace^ were 1 to be lure 
of his tendcrncfs, ?nd even of his reformation, muft 

HDt 
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not the thoughts of embracing the offered protection 
of his family, be the fame thing in the world's eye, 
as accepting of his own ? — Could I avoid receiving 
his vifits at his own Relations ? Mufi I not be his, 
whatever (on feeing him in a nearer light) I ihould 
find him out to be ? For you know, it has always been 
my obfervation, that very few people in courtfliip fee 
each other as they are. Oh ! my dear ! how wife 
have I endeavoured to be ! how anxious to chufe, 
and to avoid every-thing, precautioujly^ as I may fay, 
that might make me happy, or unhappy : yet all my 
wifHom now, by a flrange fatality, likely to become 
foolifhnefs ! 

Then you tell me, in your ufual kindly-partial 
manner, what is expeAed of me^ more than would 
be of feme others. This fhould be a lefFon to me. 
Whatever my motives were, the world would not 
know them : To complain of a Brother's unkindnefs, 
that^ indeed, I might do: Differences between Bro- 
thers and Siflers, where interefts cla(h, but too com- 
monly arife : But where the fevere Father cannot be 
feparated from the faulty Brother ; who could bear to 
lighten herfelf, by loading a Father ? — ^Then in this 
particular cafe, mufl not the hatred Mr. Lovelace ex- 
prefles to every one of my family (altho' in return for 
their hatred of him) fhock one extremely \ Muft it 
not (hew, that there is fomething implacable, as well 
as highly unpolite in his temper ? — And what creature 
can think of marrying fo as to be out of all hopes ever to 
be well with her own nearef^ and tendereft Relations ? 
But here, having tired myfelf, and I dare fay you 
I will lay down my pen. 

Mr. S0LME8 is almofl continually here : So is my 
Aunt Hcrvey : So arc my two Uncles. Something Is 
working xgainfl me, 1 doubt. What an uneafy flate 
is (ufptnfe I — When a naked fword too, ieemsh^xi%-^ 
ing over onc*s head \ 

Vol. 11. E \ \ir 
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I hear oothing but what this confident creature 
Betty throws out in the wantonnefs of office. Now it 
11, Why, Mifs, don't you lock up your things ? Youll 
be called upon, depend upon it, before you are aware* 
Another time (he intimates darkly, and in broken 
fentences(as if on purpofe to teize me) what one fays, 
what another ; with their inquiries how I difpofe of 
my time f And my Brother's infolent queftion comrs 
frequently in. Whether i am not writing a Hiflory 
of my Sufferings ? 

But I am now ufed to her pertntfs : And a$ it U 
only thro* that, that I can hear of any-thing intended 
;igainft me^ before it is to be put in execution ; and 
as, when Hie is moft impertinent, (he pleads a com- 
xniffion for it ; I bear with her : Tet, now-and-then, 
not without a little of the heart-burn. 

I will depolit thus fan Adieu, my dear. 

Clarissa Harlowe* 

Written on the Cover, after Jhe went down, with a 
pencil i 

On coming down, I found your fecond Letter of 
yefterday*s date {a). I have read it ; and am in hopes 
that the ioclofed will in a great meaiure anfwer your 
Mother's eypeAations of me. 

My moft rcfpcftful acknowledgements to her for it, 
ajid for her very kind admonitions. 

Yoju^JJ read to her what you pleafc of the indofcd. 

LETTER XIIL 
Mi/s Howe, 75? Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe. 

Sat. March 25. 

T Follow my laft of this date by command. I mcnr 

tinned in my former^ my Mother's opinion of the 

merit you would have, if you cou^d oblige your friends 

againA your own inclination. Our conference upon 

^ * See the next JLeUer. 
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this fubjeft was introduced by the coDverfation we had 
had with Sir Harry Downeton ; and my Mother 
diinks it of fo much importance, that (he enjoins me 
to give you the particulars of it. I the rather com- 
ply, as 1 was unable in my laft to tell what to advife 
you to ; and as you will in this recital have my Mo- 
ther's opinion at lead \ and* perhaps, in hers^ what 
the world's would be, were it only to know what fhe 
knows ; and not fo much as I know. 

My Mother argues upon this cafe in a mod did 
couragtng manner for aUiacIi of our Sex as look for- 
ward for happinefs in Marriage with the man of their 
choice. 

Only, that I know, (he has a fide-view to her 
Daughter ; who, at the fame time that fhe now pre- 
fers no one to another, values not the man her Mo- 
ther moft regards, of one farthing; or I fliouldlay 
it more to heart. 

What is there in it, fays (he, that all this buftle is 
about ? Is it fuch a mighty matter for a young womaa 
to give up her inclinations to oblige her friends ? 

Very well, my Mamma, thought 1 1 Now, may 
you a(k this — At Forty, you riaay — But what would 
you have faid at Eighteen, is the queftion \ 

Either, faid fhe, the Lady muft be thought to have 
very violent inclinations [And what nice young crea- 
ture would have That fuppofed ?] which ^e could not 
give up; or a very ilubborn will, which fhe luoi//^ 
not ; OTy thirdly, have Parents fhe was indifferent 
about obliging. 

Tou know my Mother now-and-then argues very 
notably; always very warmly at lead. 1 happen 
often to differ from her ; and we both think fo well 
of our own ai^uments, that we very feldom are fo 
happy : s to convince one another^ A pretty common 
cafe, 1 believe) in all vehement debatings. She fays, 
I am too witty ; An^lici, too pert : I, That fl\^ v^ 
too wife ; that is tctfdy, being likewkfc put m\.o ^^%7 
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B(bf Nat fo ymng as Jbt has bteni In fhort, is grown 
fo much into Mother^ that {he has forgotten fhe ever 
was a Daughter. So, generally, we call another caufe 
by confent — Tet fall into the old one half a dozen 
times over> without confent — Quitting and refu- 
mingy with half-angry faces* forced into a fmile, that 
there might . be fome room to piece together again : 
But go to bed^ if bed-time, a litde fuilen neverthe- 
lefs: or, if we fpeak, her filence is broken, with an 
Ah! Nancy] You are fo lively ! fo quick i I wifh 
you were lefs like your Papa, child ! 

I pay it off with thinking, that my Mother has no 
reafon to difclaim her ihare in her Nancy : And if the 
matter go off with greater feverity on her fide than I 
wiih for, then her favourite Hickman fares the worle 
for it next day. 

I know I am a fancy creature. I know. If I do 
not/ay fo, you will think fo. So no more of This 
juft now« What I mention it for, is to tell you, that 
on this ferious occafion I will omit, if I can, all that 
palled between us, that had an air of flippancy on my 
part, or quicknels on iny Mother's^ to let you into 
the cGoI And the cogent of the converfation. 

* Look thro' the families, faid fhe, which we both 

know, where the man and woman have been faid 

to marry for Love ; which (at the time it is fo 

caJled) is. perhaps no more than a paflion begun in 

foUy or thoughtlefnefs and carried on from a fpi- 

rit of perverfenefs and oppofition [Here we had a 

parenthetical debate, which I omit]; and fee, if 

they appear to be happier than thofe whofe principal 

inducement to marry has been convenience, or to 

oblige their friends ; or even whether they arc gc- 

'^V^^^^y/o happy : For conventence*^nd duty, where 

ODferved, will nfiprd a permanent and even an /«- 

^''^J^^g fatisfaftioD (as well at the time, as upon the 

w^^^ion) which feldom fail to reward theroifclves: 

^ilc Love, if Love be the tnotive, is an idle naf- 

• fion' 
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' fion*— [^Idle in one sfnse my Mother cannot fay ; 
for Love is as bujy as a Monkey^ and as mifchievous as a 
fchoj'boyi — * It is 2l fervor ^ that, like all oxhtv fervors^ 
lafts but a little while after marriage ; a Bow 
over ftrained, that fooo returns to its natural bent. 

* As it is founded generall]/^ upon mere notional 
excellencies, which were u^nown to the perfons 
themfclves till attributed to either by the other ; 
one, two^ or three months, ufually .ftts all right 
on both (ides ; and (hen with opened eyes they 
think of each other— juft as every- body elfe thought 
of them before. 

* The Loverff Imaginaries [Her own notable word!] 
arc by that time gone off; Nature and Old habits 
(painfully difpenfed with or concealed) return: Dif- 
guifes thrown afidr, all the moles, freckles, and 
defeAs in the minds of each, difcover themfclves ; 
and 'tis well if each do not fink in the opinion of 
the other, as much below the common ftandard, as 
the blinded imaginaiion of both hath fet them above 
it. And now, faid {he, the fond pair, who knew 
DO felicity out of each other's company, are fo far 
from finding the never-ending variety each had pro- 
pofed in an unreftraiued converfation with the other 
(when they feldom were together; and always 
parted with Ibmethiog to f^y ; or, on recollection, 
when parted, wilhing they had faid); that they are 
continually on the wing in purfuit of amufements 
out of themfelves ; and thofe, concluded my fage 
Mamma [Did you think her wifdom fo very 
modem ?^ will pei haps be the livelier to each, in 
which the other has no fhare.* 
1 told my Mother, that if you were to take any 

rafh ftcp, it would be owing to the indiftreet violence 
of your friends. I was afraid, I faid, that thefe re- 
flwdtions upon the condudt of people in the Married 
State, who might fet out with better hopes, were but 
too well grounded: But that this mud be ?AloN^t.& tci^^ 
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78 The History ^f V0K2. 

that if Children weighed not thef; matters (b tho« 
roughly as they ought* neither did Parents make thofe 
allowances for youth, inclination, and inexperience, 
which had been found neceflliry to be made for them- 
felves at their childrens time of iife. 

I remembred a Letter, I told her, hereupon^ which 
you wrote a few monihs ago, perfonating an anony- 
mous elderly Lady (in Mr. Wycrlc)*:* da) of plaguing 
you) to Mifs Drayton's Mother^ who, by her feve- 
rity and reftraints, had like to have driven the young 
Lady ioto the very fault againft which her Mother was 
moft folicicous to guard her. And I dared to fay, ihe 
would be pleafed with it. 

I fetched the firfl draught of it» which, at my re- 
quefV, you obliged me with at the time ; and read the 
>vhole Letter to my Mother. But ihe following paf- 
fdge fhe made me read twice. 1 think you once told 
me you had not a Copy of this Letter. 

< Permit me. Madam [fays the perfbnated grave 
writer] to obferve. That if perfons of your expre- 
rience would have young people look forward^ in 
order to be wifer and better by their advice, it 
would be kind in them to look backward, and al- 
low for their childrens youth, and natural vivacity; 
in other words, for their lively hopes^ unabated by 
time, unaccompanied by re^cciion, and unchecked 
by diiappointment. Things appear to us all in a 
very difierent light at our Entrance upon a favour- 
ite Party, or Tour ; when, with golden profpc^ts, 
aod high expectations, we rife vigorous and trefh, 
like the Sun beginning its morning- courfe ; from 
what they do, when we fit down at the End of 
our views, tired, and prep-iring for our journey 
homeward : For then we tale into our refietiion 
what we had left out in piofpe6ix the fatigues, the 
checks, the hazards, we had met with ; and make 
a true eOimate of pleafures, which from our railed 
expe^tions mud neccflaiily have fallen miferably 
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flkort of what we had promifed ourfclves at fetting 
out — Nothing but experience can give us a ftrong. 
and efficacious conviAion of this ditFerence : And 
when we would inculcate the fruits of that upon 
the minds of thofe we love, who have not lived 
long enough to find thofe fruits ; and would hope, 
that our advice fhould have as much force upon 
thim as experience has upon us ; and which, per- 
haps, our Parents advice had not up.>n our/elves at 
our Daughters time of life *, (hould we not pro-^ 
ceed by patient reafoning and gendenefs, that we 
may not harden, where we would convince ? For^ 
Madam^ the tendered and moft generous minds, 
when harfhly treated, become generally the mofb 
inflexible. If the young Lady knows her heart to 
be right, however defective her head may be for 
want of years and experience, ihe will be apt to 
be very tenacious. And if ihe believes her friends 
to be wrong,, alrho' perhaps they maybe only fa 
in their methods of treating her,, how mucb will 
every unkind circumflance oa the Parent's part, or 
heedlejs one on the CtiitdV,, though ever fo flight 
in iifelf, widen the difference ! The Parent's pre* 
jiuUce in dif-favour, will confirm the Daughter's in 
favour, of the fame perfon ; and the bed reafon* 
ings in tbe world on cither fide, will be attributed 
to that prejudice. In (hurt, neither of them will 
be convinced; A perpetual oppofition en&es : The 
Parent grows impatient ; the Child defperate : And 
as a too natural confequence, That falls out which 
the Mother was moll afraid of, and which poffibly 
had not happened^ if the Child's paffions had been 
only led^ not driven.' 
My Mother was pleafed with the whole Letter $ 
and faid. It ^^/^/W to have the fucccfs it met with* 
But aikcd me what excufe could be offered for a 
young Lady capable of making inch reflexions (and 
who at iier time of life could fo well afTume the ch&* 
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raAer of odc of riper years) if (he (hould rufh into 
any fatal miflake berfelf \ 

She then touched upon the moral character of Mr. 
Lovelace ; and how reafonable the averfion of your 
relations is, to a man who gives himfelf the liberties 
he is faid to take ; and who indeed himfelf denies not 
the accufauon ; having been heard to declare^ that he 
will do all the mifchief he can to the Sex, in revenge 
for the ill ufage and broken vows of his firft Love, at 
1 time when he was too young [His own exprcfCon it 
feems] to be infincere. 

I repliedi That I had heard every one fay. that the 
Lady meant, really ufed him ill ; that it affcAed him 
fo much at the time, that he was forced to travel upon 
It ; and, to drive her out of his heart, ran into courfes 
which he had ingenuoufncls enough himfelf to con* 
demn : That, however, he had denied that he had 
thrown out fuch menaces agaioO the Sex when charged 
with them by me in your pre fence ; and declared him* 
felf incapable of foonjuft and ungenerous a refentmeat 
igainit <i//, for the perfidy of c/sc*. 

You remember this, my dear, is I do your innocent 
obiervation upon it, Th^c ycu could believe his fblcmn 
aiTrvcration and denial : ' For, lurcly, fsid yon, the 
^ man who would rtfenr, as :hc hi^h;::t Indignity that 

* could be offered to agcirtUtcir^ the Inrputation of 

* a SLtjf»/falihcod» wouid ;:ot bcguii'.y of cne.* 

I infilled upc'D the cxtraci\:iii.:ry clicumftjinccs in 
your cafe ; particularizing them. I took notice^ 
that Mr. Lovelace's morjils were at cce time no ob- 
jccKou with your reU'lcni For Arabella : Tilu then 
much WIS butli upoa KU i:\:n*.;.y. jai more upca bis 
puts and Ie.xin:cg, whkh ai.tJ^ i: cut cf iou:>ty chat 
he m^bt be Ttclainieii bj a wc^.m c£ virtue and 

rrodv.cce : Ac J TPi-iy fvrji^c ir.c t?r ccer.ricning itj 
vcttcvnrd to a«Ivl, thjLC aIi::o* your tdiii.ly might be 
foud lort of to^k$, as the wc: vi w>«:c:« v;:^ acbcdy 
kiK yoo* krpitt&^i to .ury cf Ji^c^. a ic . wu^cuUcns 

c^-ncern 
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concern for Religion or Piety — ^Therefore were they 
the lefs intiiled to objeft to defeats of that kind in 
others. Then, what an odious man, faid I, ha^e 
they picked out, to fupplant io a Lady's affedtions one 
of the fioeft figures of a man, and one noted for his 
brilliaot parts, and other accomplilhments, whatever 
his morals may be ! 

Still my Mother infifted, that there was the greater 
merit in your obedience on that account ; and urged, 
that there hardly ever was a very handfome and a very 
fprightly man who made a tender and afFedtionate 
Hufband : For that they were gent*rally fuch Nar- 
ciflus's, as to imagine every woman ought to think as 
hiphly of them, as they did of themfclves. 

There was no danger from that confidc'ration here, 
I faid, becaufe the Lady had flill greater advantages, 
both of perfon and mind, than the man ; graceful 
and elegant, as he muft be allowed to be, beyond 
mod of his Sex. 

She cannot endure to hear me praife any man but 
her favourite Hickman : Upon whom, neverthelefs, 
(he generally brings a degree of contempt which he 
would efcape, did (he not lefTen the little merit he 
has, by giving him, on all dccafions, more than I 
think he can dtlerve, and entering him into com- 
parifons in which it is impoflible but he mufl be a 
fuflPcrer. And now [Prepofterous partiality !] She 
thought, for her part, that Mr. Hickman, 'batrog 
that his face indeed was not fo fmooth, nor his com- 
plexion quite fo good, and faving that he was not fo 
prefuming and fo bold (which ought to be no fault 
with a modeft woman) equalled Mr. Lovelace at any 
hour Qf the day. 

To avoid entering further into fuch an incomparabU 
coniparifon, I faid, 1 did not believe, had they left you 
to your own way, and treated you generouily, that 
you would have had the thought of encouraging any 
man whom they dilliked. 

E 5 TV^ti^ 
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Then, Nancy, catching roc up, the excufe is lefs 
— For, if fo, muft there not be more of ContradiEii^n 
than Love^ in the cafe ? 

Not fo, neither, Madam : For I know Mifs Clarifla 
Harlowe would prefer Mr. Lovelace to all men, if 
morals — 

IF, Nancy ! — That If is evcrr-thing. — Do you 
really think the loves Mr. Lovelace ? 

What would you have had mc to fay, my dear ? — 
I won't tell you what I did fay : But had I not iaid 
what I didj who would have believed me \ 

fieiides, I know you love him ! — Excufe me, my 
dear : Yet, if you deny it, what do you but reflet 
upon yourfcflf, as if you thought you ought not to al- 
low youi'fclf in what you cannot help doing ? 

Indeed, Madam,'^ faid I, the man is worthy of anf 
troman's Love f ^ again, I couid fay] — But her Pa- 
rents — 

Her Parents, Nancy — [You know, my dear, how 
my Mother, who accufes her Daughter of quicknefs, 
is eveimore interrupting one !] 

May. take wrong meafures, faid I — 

Cannot do wrong — ^They have reafon, I'll warrant, 
faid flie— 

By which they may provoke a young woman, 
faid I, to do ra(h things, which othe rwife ihc would 
not do. 

But if it be a raft thing [returned fhc] fhould fhc. 

do it ? A prudent Daughter will not wilfully err, bc- 

caufe her Parents err, if they luerg to err : If Ihc thy 

the world which blames the Parents, will not acquit 

^c Child. All that can be faid, in extenuation of a 

L>3ughter's error in this cafe, arifes froai a kind 

5onii^cration, which Mifs Clary's Letter to Lady 

^rayton pleads for, to be paid to her Daughter's 

youth and inexpcrlcnctr. And will fuch an admirable 

>^^ng pcrfon as Mifs Clariila Harlowe, whofc pru- 

c^» i.s we fee, qual fics her to be an advifer of 



/•._ 
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perfons much older than herfelf, take (heher under fo 
poor a coven ? 

Let her know, Nancy, out of hand, what I fay ; 
and I charge you to reprefent farther to her, That let 
her diflike one man and approve of another ever fo 
much, it will be expected of a young Lady of her 
unbounded generofity and greatnefs of mind, that 
Ibc (hould deny her/elf^ when fhe can oblige all her 
fmify by fo doing — No lefs than ten or a dozen per- 
haps the nearefl and deared to her of all the perfons 
ia the world, an indulgent Father and Mother at 
the head of them. It may be Fancy only on her 
fide; but Parents look deeper : And will not Mifs 
ClarifTa Harlowe give up her Fancy to her Parents 
JuJgmsntf 

I laid a great deal upon this Judgment fubjeft : All 
that youcouid wifh I (hould fay ; and all that your 
extraordinary caje allowed me to fay. And my Mo, 
ther was fo fenfible of the force of it, that fhe 
charged me not to write to you any part of my An- 
fwer to what fhe faid ; but only what fhe herfelf had 
advanced ; lell, in fo critical a cafe, it Ihould induce 
you to take meafures which. might give us both reafon 
(me for giving it, you for following it) to repent it as 
Ijpg as wu lived. 

And^hus, my dear, have I fct my Mother's argu* 
ments before you* And the rather, as I cannot my- 
idf tell what to advife you to do — ^You know belt 
your own heart ; and what that will let you do. 

Robin undertakes to depofit This very early^, that 
you may have an opportunity to receive it by your 
firll morning.Airing. 

Heaven guide and direft you for the befl:, is the iQ- 
ocfTant prayer of 

'^our ever-affe^ionate 

Anna Howe. 



E 6 V^^- 
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LETTER XIV. 

iV/]^ Clarissa Harlowb, To Mifs Howe. 

Sunday Afternoon. 
T Am in great appreheniions. Tec cannot helpre* 
'*- peating my humble thanks to your Mother and 
you, for your laft favour. I hope her kind end is an- 
fvrered by the contents of my laft. Yet I muft not 
think it enough to acknowledge her goodnefs ro me, 
with a pencil only, on the Cover of a Letter fealed 
\}p. A few lines give me leave to write with regard 
to my anonymous Letter to Lady Drayton. If I did 
not at that time tell you, as I believe I did^ that my 
.excellent Mrs. Norton gave me her afliftance in that 
Letter ; I how acknowledge that (he did. 

Pray let your Mother know this, for two reafbns : 
One, that I may not be thought to arrogate to my- 
felf a difcretion which does not belong to me ; the 
other, that I may not fuffer by the feyerci but juft 
inference fhe was pleafed to draw ; doubling my faults 
upon me, if I myfelf fhould a£t unworthy oi the ad* 
vice I was fuppofed to give. 

Before I come to what moft nearly afiedts me, I 
muft chide you, once more, for the fevere, the verf 
fevere things you mention of our family, to the dif> 
paragement of their Morals. Indeed, my dear, I 
wonder at you ! — A flightcr occafion might have 
pafled me, after I have written to you fo often to fo 
little purpofe, on this topic. But, affeAing as my 
own circumftances are, I cannot pafs by without 
animadverfion the refieflion I need not repeat in 
words. 

There is not a worthier woman in England than 
my Mother. Nor is my Father that man you fome- 
times make him. Excepting in one point, I know 
not any family which lives up more to their duty, 
than the principals of ours. A little too uncommunUa" 

tiv€ 
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five for their great circucnflaQces — that is all. — 
Whf, theni ba?e thej not reafoiv to iaCft upon ua- 
exceptiosable morals in a man whoPe fought-for re- 
lattonQiip to them, by a marriige in their family, 
they have certainly a right either to allow of, or to 
difallow ? 

Another line or two, before I am engro fifed by my 
own concerns — Upom your treatment of Mr. Hick- 
man. Is it^ do you think, generous to revenge upon 
an innocent perfon, the difpjeafure you receive from 
another quarter, where I doubt you are a trefpafTer 
too ? — But one thing I could tell him ; and you had 
not bed provoke me to it : It is this, That no woman 
nfes ill the man (he does not abfolutely reject) but (he 
has it in her heart to make him amends, when her 
tyranny has had its run, and he has completed the 
meafure of his fervices and patience. My mind is not 
enough at eafe, to pufh this matter further. 

I will now give you the occafion of my prefent 
apprchenfions. 

I bad reafon to fear, as I mentioned in mine of this 
morning, that a ftorm was brewing. Mr. Solmes 
came home from Church this afternoon with my 
Brother. Soon after, Betty brought me up a Letter, 
Vfithout faying from whom. It was in a Cover, and 
directed by a hand I never faw before ; as if it were 
fuppofed that I would not receive and open it, had I 
known from whom it came. 

Thcfe are the contents : 

To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe. 
Deanfl Madam, • Sunday, March 16. 

I Think myfelf a moft unhappy man, in that I have 
never yet been able to pay my refpeAs to you with 
youre confent, for one halfe-hour. I have fomething 
to commuoicat to you that concernes you much, if 
yott be pleafed to admit me to youre fpeech. Youre 
honour is concerned in it, and the honour of all youre 
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familly. It relates to the defignes of one whom you 
are fed to valew more than he defarves ; and to fome 
of his reprobat a^lions ; which I am reddie to 'give 
you convincing proofcs of thc.truih of. 1 may ap- 
pear to be inierefT.d in it ; But ncverthclefle, I am 
reddie to make oathe, that every tie tie is true : And 
you will fee what a man you are fed to favour. But 
I hope not fo, for yourc owne honour. 

Pray, Madam, vouchfafe me a hearing,, as you va- 
lew your honour and familly : Which will oblidge, 
deareft Mifs, 

Tour moft humble and mqft fait hful Servant f, 

R0G£R SoLMES. 

I waite below /or the hope of admittance. 

I have no manner of doubt, that this is a poor de* 
vice to get this mat) into my company. I would have 
fent down a verbal Anfwer ; but Betty refuftd to 
carry any mefiagc, which fhould prohibit his vifiting^ 
me* So I was obliged either to fee him^ or to write' 
to him. I wrote therefore an Aufwer, of which I 
fhall fend you the rough draught. And now my 
heart akes for what may follow from it ; for I hear a. 
great hurry below. 

7b Roger Solmes, Efq^ 

Sir, 
\T 7 Hatever you have to communicate to me, wbicli 
^^ concerns my honour, may as well be done by 
writing as by word of mouth. If Mr. Lovelace is 
any of my concern, I know not that therefore he 
ought to be yours I For the ufage I receive on your ac- 
count [( muji think it fo !] is fo harfh, that were 
there not fuch a man in the world as Mr. Lovelace^ I 
would not wifh to fee Mr, Solmes ^ no, not for one 
half -hour, in the way he is pleafcd to be defirous to 
fee me. I never can be in any danger from Mr* 

Lovelace 
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LpTcIace (and of coDfequence^ cannot be aETcAed by 
any of your difcovcries) if the propof^l I made be ac- 
cepted. You have been acquainted with it, nodoubr. 
If not, be pleafcd to let my fiieuds know^ that if they 
will rid me of myapprchenfions of one gentleman, I 
will rid them of theirs of another : And then, of 
what confequence to them^ or to me, will it be, whe- 
ther Mr. Lovelace be a good man, or a bad ? And if 
not to themy nor to me, I fee not how it can be of any 
to you. But Mj'ou do, I have nothing to fay to That ; 
and it will be a Chriiiian parr, if you will expofiulate 
with him upon the errors you have difcovered, and 
endeavour to make him as good a man, as, no doubt, 
you arc your/e^, or you would not be fo ready to de- 
le dt and expofe him, 

Excufe me. Sir : But after my former Letter to 
you, and your ungenerous perfeverance ; and after 
this attempt to avail yourfelf at theexpcnce of another 
xnan*s charadler, rather than by your own proper 
merit ; I fee not that you can blame any afperity in 
Her« whom you have fo largely contributed to make 
unhappy. 

Cl. Harlowe. 

Sunday Night. 
Mt Father was for coming up to me, in great wrath 
it fecms; but was perfuadcd to the contrary. My 
Aunt Hervey was permitted to fend me This that fol- 
lows. — Quick work, my dear ! — 

To Mifi Clarissa Harlowf. 

Niece, 
*P Very-body is now convinced, that nothing is t6 be 
^^ done with you by way of genilencfs or per- 
fuaiion. Your Mother will not permit you to flay in 
the houfe; for your Father is lb incenfed by your 
firange Letter to his friend^ that fhc knows not what 
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will be the coofequeoce if you do. So, yon are com- 
manded to get ready to go to your Uncle Antony's 
out of hand. 

Your Uncle thinks he has not deferred of you fuch 
an unwillingnefs as you (hew to go to his houfe. 

Ton don't know the wickednefs of the man for 
whofe fake you think it worth while to quarrel with 
all your friends. 

You niuft not anfwer me. There will be no end 
of That. 

You know not the afflidion you give to every- 
body ; but to none more than to 

Tour ajfenionate Junt^ 

Dorothy Hervet, 

Forbid to write to my Aunr^ I took a bolder liber- 
ty. I wrote a few lines to my Mother ; befeeching 
her to procure me leave to throw mjfelf at my Fa- 
ther's feet, and hers, if I muji go (nobody clfe pre- 
fent) to beg pardon for the trouble I had given them 
bothy and their BlefHngs ; and to receive their com- 
mands as to my removal, and the time for it, from 
their own lips. 

* What new boldnefs This ! — Take it back ; and 
« bid her learn to obey,' was my Mother's angry An- 
fwer, with my Letter returned, unopened. 

But that I might omit nothing, that had an appear- 
ance of duty, I wrote a few lines to my Father him- 
felf, to the fame purpofe ; begging, that he would not 
turn me out of his houfe, without his BleiBng. Bnt 
This, torn in two pieces, and unopened, was brought 
me up again by Betty, with an air, one hand held up, 
the other extended, the torn Letter in her open palm; 
and a See here ! — What ^fad thing is This ! — No- 
thing will do but duty, Mifs !— Your Papa faid. Let 
her tell me of deeds ! — I'll receive no ixiords from her : 
And fo he tore the Letter, and flung the pieces at my 
head. 

So 
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So dcfperate my cafe, I was refolved not to ftop 
cTcn at this repulfc. I took my pen, and addrefled 
myielf to my iTnde HarlowC) inclofing that which 
my Mother had returned unopened, and the torn un- 
opened one fent to my Father ; having firft hurried off 
a tranfcript for you. 

My Unclejwas going home, and it was delivered 
to him juft as he ftepped into his chariot. What may 
be the fate of ic therefore I cannot know till to-mor- 
row. 

The following b a copy of it. 

Tto John Harlowe, Efq\ 

My dear and ever^honoured Uncle^ 
I Have no-body now but you« to whom I can apply, 
*- with hope, fo much as to have my humble addref* 
k% opened and read. My i'\unt Hervey has given me 
commands which I want to have explained ; but (he 
has forbid me writing to ben Hereupon I took the 
liberty to write to my Father and Mother : Tou will 
fee. Sir, by the torn one, and by the other (both un- 
opened) what has been the refult. This, Sir, perhaps 
you already know : But, as you know not the contents 
of the difgraced Letters, I bcfeech you to read them 
both, that you may be a witnefs for me, that they are 
not filled either with complaints or cxpoftulations, nor 
contain any-thing undutiful. Give me leave to fay. 
Sir, That if deaf-eared anger will neither grant me a 
hearing, nor, ivhat I write a perufal, fome time hence 
the haid-heartednefs may be regretted. I befeech you> 
dear, good Sir, to let me know what is meant by fend- 
ing me to. my Uncle Antony's houie, rather than to 
yours, or to my Aunt Hervcy's, or elfcwherc ? If it be 
for what I apprehend it to bc^ life will not be fupport- 
able upon the terms. I beg alio to know, when I 
am to be turned out of doors ! — My heart llrongly 
gives me, that if once I am compelled to leave ttui 6oufe^ 
/ never Jball/eff it more* 
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It becomes me, however^ to declare, that I write 
not This thro* perverfenefs, or in refentmenr. God 
knows my heart, I do not ! But the treatment I ap- 
prehend I (hall meet wuh, if carried to my other Un- 
cle's, Will, in all probability, give the finilhing ftroke 
to the didrefles, the undefervea ^\{\ttffcs^ I will be bold 
to call ihcm, of 

Tour once highly favour ed^ 

But now mcji unhappy^ 

Cl. Harlowe. 

LETTER XV. 

Mifi Clarissa Harlowe, To. Mlfs Howe. 

Monday Mornings March 27." 
HP HIS morning early my Uncle Harlowe came hi* 
-*• thcr. He fent up the inclofed very tender Let- 
ter. It has made me wiOi I could oblige him. You 
will fee how Mr. Solmes's ill-qualities, are glofled over 
in it. What blemifhcs does affedlion hide ! — But pcr« 
haps they may fay to me, What faults does antipaibj 
bring to light ! 

Be pleafed to fend me back this Letter of my Unclc'i 
by the fiift return. 

Sunday Nighty or rather Monday Morning. 
T Muft anfwer you, tho* againft my own reiblutioo. 
*■• Every-body loves you ; and you know they do. The 
very ground you walk upon is dear to moit o£ us. But 
how can we refolve to fee you ? There is no (landing 
againfb your looks and language. U is our Love makes 
us decline to fee you. How can we, when you are rc- 
folved not to do what we are refolvcd you JhaU 60 ? I 
never, for my part, loved any creature, as 1 loved you 
from your infancy till now. And indeed, as I have of- 
ten faid, Ntver was their a young creature fo defer- 
ving of our Love. But what is come to you now ! Alas! 
alas I my deai Kiofwoman, how you fail in the trial 1 

: I 
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I have read the Letters you idclofed. At a proper 
timcy 1 may fhew them to my Brother and Sifter. But 
they will receive nothing from you at prefent. 

For my part, I could not read your Letter to me, 
without being unmanned. . How can you be fo un« 
moved yourfelf, yet be fo able to move every- body 
clfe ? How could you ftnd fuch a Letter to Mr. 
Solmes i Fie upon you ! How Arangely are you 
altered ! 

Then to treat your Brother and Sifter as you did, 
that they don*t care to write to you, or to fee you ! 
Don't you know where it is written, Thatyo/*/ an- 
Ju-ers turn arway wrath? But if you will truft to 
your fharp-pointed wit, you may wound : Yet a cfub 
will beat downafword: And how can you expeA, 
that they who are hurt by you will not hurt yon 
again f Was this the way you ufed to take to make 
us all adore you, as we did ? — No, it was your gen- 
tlenefs of heart and manners, that made every-body, 
even ftrangers, at firft Sght, treat you as a Lady, and 
call you a Lady, tho'not born one, while your elder 
Sifter had no iuchdiftindlions paid her. If you vtere 
envied, why fliould you (harpen envy, and file up its 
teeth to an edge ? — You fee I write like an impartial 
man, and as one that loves you ftil). 

But fince you have difplayed your tilents, and 
fparcd no-body, and moved every-body, without be- 
ing moved, you have but made us ftand the clofer and 
firmer together. This b what 1 likened to an em^ 
tattled Phalanxy once before. Your Aunt Hervey 
forbids your writing, for the fame reafon that I muft 
not countenance it. We are all afraid to fee you, 
becaufe we know wt fhall be made as fo many fools. 
Nay, your Moiher is io afraid of you, that once or 
twice, when ftie thought you was coming to force 
yourfelf into her prefcnce, ftie (hut the door, and 
locked herfelf in, becaufe fhe knew ftie muft not fee 

i'ou upon your terms, and you are refuived you will not 
be her upon heru ^t.^c^'^^ 
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Rcfolve but to oblige us all^ my deareft Mifs Clarj^ 
and you fhall fee how we will dafp you every one by 
turns to our rejoicing hearts. If the one man has 
not the wity and the parts, and the perfon, of the 
other, no one breathing has a worfe heart than that 
other : And is not the Love of all your friends, and 
a fober man (if he be not fo poliQied) to be preferred 
to a debauchee, the* ever fo fine a man to look at I 
Tou have fuch talents, that you will be adored by 
the one : But the other has as much advantage in 
thofe refpeAs, as you have yourfelf, and will not fet 
by them one (traw : For Hufbands are fometimes jea- 
lous of their authority with witty Wives. You will 
have in one, a man of virtue. Had you not been fo 
rudely affronting to him, he would have made your 
ears tingle with what he could have told you of ttie 
other. 

Come, my dear Niece, let me have the honour of 
doing with you what no-body elfe yet has been able to 
do. 1 our Father, Mother, and I, will divide the plea- 
fure, and the honour y I will again call it, between us; 
and all paft offences (hall be forgiven ; and Mr. Solmcs, 
we will engage, fhall take nothing amifs hereafter, of 
what has pafTed. 

He knows, he fays, what a jewel that man will 
have, who can obtain your favour ; and he will think 
light of all he has fuffcred, or ihall fuffer, in obtain- 
ing you. 

Dear, fweet creature, oblige us : And oblige us 
with a grace. It muft be done, whether with a grace 
or not. I do afTure you it mujl. You muft not con- 
quer Father, Mother, Uncles, every- body : Depend 
upon That. 

I have fat up half the night to write This. You 
do not know how I am touched at reading yours, and 
writing this. Yet will I be at Harlowe-Flace early 
in the morning. So, i^pon reading this, if you will 
oblige us all , fend me word to come up to your 

apartment : 
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ipaitmenc : And I will lead you down, and prefent 
you to the embraces of every one : And you will then 
fee, you have more of a Brother and Sifter in them 
bothy than of late your prejudices will let you think 
you have. This from one who ufed to love to ftyle 
himfelf, 

Tour paternal Uncle, 

John Harlowb. 

In about an hour after this kind Letter was given 
me, my Uncle fent up to know, if he (houid be a 
welcome vifitor, upon the terms mentioned in his 
Letter ? He bid Betty bring him down a verbal An- 
frer : A written one, he faid, would be a bad fign ; 
and he bid her therefore not bring a Letter. But I 
had juft fioiQied the inclofed tranfcription of one I had 
been writing. She made a difficulty to carry it: but 
was prevailed upon to oblige me by a token which 
thefe Mrs. Bettys cannot withftand. 

Dear and honoured Sir, 
TJ O W you rejoice me by your condefcending 
*^ goodnefs ! — So kind, fo paternal a Letter ! — fo 
(bothing to a wounded heart ; and of late what I 
have been fo little ufed to ! — How am I afFeAed 
with it ! Tell me not, dear Sir, of my way of wri- 
ting : Your Lettter has more moved me, than I have 
been able to move- any-body / — it has made me with 
with all my heart, that I could intitle myfelf to be 
V lilted upon your own terms ; and to be led down 
to my Father and Mother by fo good and fo kind 
an UnclC) 

I will tell you, deareft Sir, what I will do to make 
my peace. I have no doubt that Mr. Solmes, upon 
coniideration, would greatly prefer my Sifter to fuch 
a ftrange averfe creattire as me. His chief, or one 
of his chief motives in his addrefs to me, is, as I have 
reafon to believe^ the contiguity of m^ Gt^adi^?&xtt'^ 
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Eftate to his own. I will refign it ; for ever I will 
refigQ it : And the resignation muft be good, becaufe 
I will oever marry at all. I will make it over to my 
Sifter, and her heirs for ever. I Ihall have no heirs, 
but my Brother and her; and I will receive^ as of my 
Father's bounty, fuch an Annuity (not in lieu of the 
Eftatei but as ^his bounty) as he ftiall be pleafed to 
grant me, if it be ever fo fmall : and whenever I dif* 
oblige him, he to withdraw ir, at his pleafure. 

Will not This be accepted ? — Surely it muft — 
Surely it will 1 — I beg of you, deareft Sir, to propofe 
it ; and fccond it with your intereft. This will an- 
fwer every end. My Sifter has a high opinion of Mr. 
Solmes. I never can have any in the light he is pro- 
pofed to me. But as my Sifter's Hufl^and, he will be 
always intitled to my refpe^t ; and ftiall have it. 

It this be accepted, grant me. Sir, the honour of 
a vifit ; and do me then the inexpreffible pleafure of 
leading me down to the feet of my honoured Parents, 
and they ihall find me the moft dutiful of children ; 
and to the arms of my Brother and Sifter, and they 
fliall find me the moft obliging and moft afiedtionate 
ot Sifters. 

I wait, Sir, for your Anfwer to this propofal, made 
with the whole heart of 

Tour dutiful and moft obliged Nicce^ 

Cl. Harlowb. 

Monday Noon. 
I HOPE this will be accepted : For Betty tells me, 
that my Uncle Antony and my Aunt Hervey arc fent 
for ; and not Mr. Solmes ; which I look upon as a 
favourable ciicumftance. With what chearfulnefs 
will I aflign over this envied Eftare ! — What a much 
more valuable confide ration (hall I part with it for ! 

The Love and Favour of all my Relations ! That 

Xrove and Favour, which I ufed tor Eighteen ye rs 
together to rejoice in, and be dvftia^ullhei by ! — 
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And what a charming pretence will this aflbrd me of 
breaking with Mr. Lovelace 1 And how eafy will it 
poffibly make him to part with mc! 

1 found this morning in the ufual place^ a Letter 
from him, in anfwcr, I fuppofe, to mine of Friday, 
which I depofited not tiH Saturday. But I have not 
opened ic ; nor will U till I fee what tScd this new 
offer will have. 

Let me but be permitted to avoid the roan I hate ; 
and I will give up with chearfulnefs the man I €euld 
frefer* To renounce the one, were I really to value 
him as much as you feem to imagine, can give but a 
temporary concern, which time and di/cretion will al- 
leviate. This is a {acri6ce which a child owes to pa- 
rents and friends, if they infi(^ upon its being made. 
But the other, to marry a man one cannot endure, is 
not only a diOionefl thing, as to the man ; but it is 
enough to make a creature who wifhts to be a good 
Wife^ a bad or indifferent one, as I once wrote to 
the man himfelf : And then (he can hardly be either 
zgood Mifire/s, or a good Friend; or any thing but 
a difcredit - to her family, and a bad example to all 
around her 

Methinks I am loth, mxhc /u/penje I am in at pre- 
feet, to depofit this, b<:;caufe it will be leaving you 
in one as great : But having been prevented by Betty's 
officioufnefs twice, I will now go down to my little 
poultry ; and If I have an opportunity, will leave it 
in the ufual placCj where I hope to tind fomething 
irom f on. 

LETTER XVL 

Af^ Clarissa Harlowe, To Mi/sHovru. 

Monday Aftern(sn, Match 27. 

T HAVE depofited my Narrative down to this d ly 
^ Doon ; but I hope ioon to iollow it w\lVv 'Aivo\\\t.^ 
Lettci/ that 1 may keep you asjitile a ^biic aa ^^^\c 



v\k 



9^ 72?^ History of VoL 2. 

ID that fufpenfe which I am fo much affcded by at 
this moment : For my heart is difiurbed at every foot 
I hear (lir ; and at every door below that I hear open 
or (hut. 

They have been all afTembled fome time, and are 
in clofe debate I believe : But can there be room for 
long debate upon a propofal, whichi if accepted, 
will {0 cffcftually anfwcr all their views ? — Can they 
iniift a moment longer upon my having Mr. Solmes, 
when they fee what facrifices I am ready to make, to 
be freed from hb addrefles ? — O but I fuppofe the 
firuggle is, firft, with Bella's nicety, to perfuade her 
to accept of the Eftate. and of the Hufband ; and 
next, with her pride, to take her Sifter^s refufab, as 
(he once phrafed it I — Or, it may be, my Brother is 
infixing upon Equivalents for his reverfion in the 
Edate : And thefc fort of things take up but too 
much the attention of fome of our family. To thefe, 
no doubt, one or boib, it mud be owing, that my 
propofal admits of fo much condderation. 

I want> methinks, to fee, what Mr. Lovelace, in 
his Letter, fays. But I will deny myfelf this piece of 
curiofity till that which is railed by my present fuf- 
penfe is anfwercd. — Excufe me my dear, that I thus 
trouble you with my uncertainties : But I have no 
employment, nor heart, if I had, to purfue any other 
but what my pen affords me. 

Monday Evening. 
"Would you believe it ? — Betty, by anticipation^ 
tells me, that I am to be refufcd. 1 am ' a vile art- 

* ful creature. Every body is too good to me. Mf 

* Uncle Harlowe has been taken-in, that's the phrafe. 

* They knew how it would be, if he either wrote 

* to me> or faw me. He has, however, been made 

* afliamed to be fo wrought upon. A pretty thing 

* truly in the eye of the world would it bcf, wtrc they 
^ io lake me at my word ! It would look as if they 
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* had- treated me thus hardly, as / think it^ for this 

* very |)urpofc. My peculiars, panicularly Mifs 
^ Howe, would g^e it that turn ; and I myielf could 
"* mean nothing by ic» bat to fee if it would-be -ae- 
' ceptcd in order to ilrengthen my own arguments 
^ agaioft Mr. Solmes. It was amazing, that it could 

* admit of a moment^ deliberation ; That any^-thing 
^ could be /ufpofed to be done in it. It was equally 

* againft Law knd Equity : And a fine fecurity Mils 

* Bella wouId^taMp^ or Mr. Soknes, when i could re- 

* fume it when r%ftiuld,t^^y Brother and She my 

* heirs! O the artAiJ-tifbtrsre ! — /to refolve lo lite 

* fingle, when Lovelace is fo /ure of mc — and evcty- 

* where declares as much ! — and can whenever be 

* pleafesy if my Hulband, claim under the Will !— 

* Then the iafolcnce-^thc confidence— [as Betty 
^ mincingly told me, that one faid ; you may eafily 

* guefs who] that jhe, who was fo juilly in diTgracc 
^ lor downright rebellion, fhould pretend to pretcribe 

* to the whole family 1 — fhould name a Hufband for 
' her elder Sifter ? What a triumph would her ob- 
"^ ftioacy so away wiih, to delegate her commands, 
'* not as from a Pi ifun, as ftie called it, but as from 
' her Throne, to her Elders and Betters ; and to her 
^ Father and Mother too ! — Amasiog^ perfectly 
^ amazing, that any-body could argue upon furh a 
' propiifai as this 1 It was a mader Aroke of finejji — 
^ It was MB in perfeftion-^Surely My Uncle Harlowc 

* will never again be fo taken in I" 

All this was the readier told me, becaufe it was 

«gainft me, and would teaze and vex me. But as 

fome of this fine recapitulation implied, that fome- 

body fpoke up for rae, i was curious to know who 

.it was: But Betty would not tell me, for fear I 

. ihould have the. coafolauon to find that all were not 

, ag^nft me. 

But 4o you not fee, my dear, what a fad creature 
Ihc is whom you|xonour with.your fnoadOca^X— ^^>9l 
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•could not doubt your influence over me : Why did 

you not let me know royfelf a little better ? Why 

did you not take the friendly liberty I have always 

.taken with you, and tell me my faults, and what a 

fpecious hypocrite I am ? For if my Brother and Sifter 

could make Aich difcoveries. how is it poffibIe« that 

faults fo enormous [You could fee others, yoxx thought; 

• of a morefecret nature Ij could cfcape your penetra- 

^tiogeyei 

W<^, but now, it itttH^ they are debating how 

rand by whom to anfwer me; For they know noti 

:iior are they to know^ that Mrs. Betty has told otf 

all thefe fine things. One defires to be excufed, h 

feems: Another chuies not to have any-thing to faj 

to me: Another has enough of me; And of writing 

. to fo ready a icribbler, there will be no end. , 

Thus are tho(e imputed quali6cation% which ufcd 
fo lately to gain me applaufe, now become my crimejf: 
So much do difguft and anger alter the property of 
: things. 

The tefult of her debate^ I Tuppofe, will fome* 
,how£ or other be communicated to me by and-by. 
But let me tell you, my dear, that -I am made fode- 
<fperate, that I am afraid to open Mr. <Lovelace*s Let- 
.ter, left^ .in the humour I am in, I (hould dofomc* 
.thing (if I find it not exceptionable) chat may yve 
zne repentance as long as I live. 

Moniay Nights 
This momenta the following Leuer is brought jne 
by Betty. 

Mifs Cunning- wtes^ IHohday 5 o'ChcH 

'VOUK fine, new propofal is thought unworthy oi 

"^ a particular Anfwer. Tour Uncle Harlowei 

^flxumed to be fa taken in. Have you no new fetd 

jfor your Uncle Antony ? Go round with os, child 

ijMrjroiir hand's in. Bat I was bid to write only O0( 

""^^ - Uni 
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:hat yon might not complaio, as you did t>f 
rortby Sifter, ifor the freedoms you provoked : 
his :— Prepare yourfelf. To-morrow you go 
Unde Antony's. That's all. child. 

]aue€ Hi&Lowe. 

IS vexed to the heart at this ; And immediately, 
warmth of refentment, wrote the inclofed to 
ade Hark) we ; who it feems ft ays here this 

T(f jottN Haul o tv B, JEJ^; 

(d I am a very^fad creature^ and did not know 
I wrbtc Aot to ttiy Brother. To j^out Sir, I 
From yoH I hope the honour ef an Anfwer. 
e reveres her Uncles more than! do. Never^ 
!^ I wi4l be bold to fay> that the diftance, great 
s, between Uncle and Niece, excludes not fuch 
; ; And^I think I have not made a propofal that 
es' to be treated with icorn. 
give me. Sir — My heart is fall. Perhaps ^nc 
mi may think you have been prevailed upon (for 
plainly the xafe !) to join to treat me' — as I do 
:ferve to be treated, *liyou are aftiamed, as my 
IT hints, of having exprefTed any returning 
nefs to me, God help me! I fee I have no 
to expert from any-body ! But, Sir^ from 
;n let me have an Anfwer ; I humbly implore 
fou;— Till my Brother can rccolledk what be- 
to a Sifter, I will take ^from^^^^i no Anfwer to 
tier I wrote to you^ nor any commands what- 

ovc every-body f-^— This, Sir, is what you are 
I'to mention: — But whom have I moved ?— 
rfon in the family has moie moving wajs thaa 
y or he could never foundefecvcdV^ Vvdwt nx^i^ 
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cvery-body afhamcd to Ihew tenderncfs to a poor di- 
flrefltd child of the fame family* 

Return, me not this with contempt, or torn, *or 
vnaofwered, I befeech you. My Father has a title 
to do that, or any thing, by his chi!d : But from no 
Qthjcr perfon in the world of your Sex, Sir, ought a 
young creature of mine (while (he prcTerves a fuppli- 
cating fpirit) to be fo treated. 

When what I have before written in the humbleft 
firain has met with fuch ftrange CQuAruAions, I am 
afraid that this unguarded fcrawl will be very ill re- 
ceived. But I beg, Sir, you will oblige me with one 
line, be it ever fo haribj in anfwer to my propofaL 
I dill think it ought to be attended to. I will enter 
int6 the moll folemn engagements to make it valid by 
a perpetual Single Life. In a word, any-thing l ^n 
. do, I vxtll dot to be reftored to all your favours. 
S^Iore I cannot fay, but that I am, very undefcrvedlyj 

A moft unhappy Creature. 

Betry fcrupled again to carry this Letter ; and fald, 
(he fhould have anger ; and 1 Qiould but have ic re- 
turned in fcraps and bits. 

I mud take That chance, faid I : I only defire 
that you will deliver it as dire£):td. 

Sad doings ! very fad 1 (he fuid, that young Ladies 
fi)ould fo violently fct themfelves againft their duty; 

I told her, (he would have the liberty to fay what 
ilie plealed, fo (he would but be my melTenger that 
one time — And down ihe went with it. 

I bid her, if fhe could. Aide it into my Uncle's 
hand, unfeen ; af leaft unfeen by my Brother or 
Sifter, for fear it ftiould meet, thro* their good officcsi 
with the fate (he had befpoken for it. 

She would not undertake for That, fhe faid. 

I am now in expectation of the reiult. But ha 
vlng fo littl! ground to hope for either favour or mcf 
cf, I opened Mr. Lovelace's Letter. 

^ I would 
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I would fend it to yoo« my dear (as well as thofe I 
fball ioclofe) by this conveyance ; but not being able 
at preient to detertnine in what manner I (ball anfvirer 
it> I will give myfelf the trouble of abftrafting it here* 
while I am waiting for what may ofl&r from the^Let- 
ter juft carried down* 

' He laments^ as ufual^ my ill opinioa of him, and 

* readioefs to believe every- thing to his difadvantage, 

* He puts into plain £ngli(h, as 1 fuppofed he would^ 

* my hint^ thai I might be happier, if, by any rafli- 

* nei3 he might be guiitv of to Solmesj, he ihould 
' come to an untimely end himfelf^' 

He is concerned^, he (kys. ' That the violence he had 

* exprefled on his extreme apprehenfivenefs of lofing. 

* me^ (hould hav« made him guilty of any-thing I had 

* fo moch reafbn to refent^* 

He owns^ * That he is pai&onate : All good-na- 
' tured men, he £iys, are So ; and a fiocere man can* 

* not hide it-' But appeals to. niej ' Whether, if 

* any occafion in the world could excufe the raihneis 

* of his expreifions, it would not be his prefent dread*^ 
' ful ficuation^ thro* my indifference^ and the malice 

* of his enemies/ 

He fays» ' He lias more reafon than ever, from the 
^ contents of my laft^ to apprehend, that I (hall be 
^ prevailed upon by force^ if not by fair mean^^i to 
^ fall in with my Brother's meafures ; and fees but too* 
^ plainly, that I am preparing him to expcdt it- 

' Upon this prefumption, he fupplicates, with the 
*' otmoft earneftnefs,, that I will not give way to tha 
*. malice of his enemies. .: 

* Solema vows of: reformation^ aod everlafting; 

* truth aiui obligiognefs, he makes ; all in the dyle 
•• of dcfponding humility : Tec calls it a cruel tura 
< upon him, to impute his protellations to a con- 

* Dcioufnefs of the necciliiy there is for making thenv 
' from his bad character. 

* Jtifi deff ifts himieif^ he folemnly ^tov<t&.^, ^^^ 

F 3, VA^ 
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his paft follies : He thanks God he has ft^en . his er- 
ror ; aDd octhiog but m^ more particular toftrusr 
rioDS is wanting to perfc^ his reformattoo. . 

'' He promifes, that he wiH do emery-thing that- f ' 
(hall think he can do with honour^ to bring about 
a Reconciliation with my Father ; and even- will, if ' 
I infift upon it, , niake the firft overtures ,to my Bro- 
ther, aiMl' treat him as his own Brother, becaufe he. 
is mine, if be will not by new a£Sronts revive^ the 
Tomembrance of the paft^ 

* He begs, ia the moft earneftand humUe^manner, ^ 
for one half -hour's interview; underukiog by a. 
key, which he owns he has to the garden-door, 
leading thto the C§ppice^ as^we eaU it (if I will but. 
ntibolt tbe-door} to come into the garden at night, 
and^wait-till T-have anjoppoctunity to conae to him, 
that he may re-afTure me of the truth of- all he 
writes, and 'of the aff'e{tioo,.andi if&eedf«l>,protec-- 
tion, of all hir family. 

< He prefumes no^ he lays^ to write by way of; 
menace to me ; but, if I rerufe hitst this favour,. he. 
' knowa not (fo dcfperate have feme ftrokes in my 
Letter made hio)} what -his defpair may. make him 
4o/ 

Heaflcsme, ' Determined, as my friends are, and. 
far as they have already gone,^nd'declare they will. 
ga, what. can I'proppfe to do, to avoid having Mr.. 
•Solmcs, if Tarn carried to my U^cle Antony's;., 
noleis Trefolve to accept of the prote£Hon he.has^ 
offered to procure, me ;_ or exicept I will efcape toi. 
London, or elfewherc, while 1 can efcape ;' ' 
H.e advifes me, * To fue to ^t/r Mother^ for hec 
' private reception of me ; only till 1 can obtain pofr 
feflion of my own Eftate, and procure my friends, 
to be reconciled to me ; which he is fure they will 
be dtfirous to he^ the moment Lam out of their 
power/ 
Re agprifes. me [|It is ftill my wonder, how he; 
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comes by bis intcUigence !] < That my fricDds have ' 

* written to my Coufin Morden to reprefeDt matters ^ 

* to bim in their own parctat way; nor doobt they to ' 

* influence him on their fide of the qneftion. 

' That aH this fhews 1 have but me way ; if none 
''of my own friends or intimates will receive me. 

^ If> I will tranfport him witb-tbe hononrof mf 
<" choice of this 011^ way, Settkmems (ball be drawn^-^ 

* with proper blanks^ which I fhall fill up as I pleafc. - 
' Lee him but have my conmiands from my owq^ 

* mouthy . all my doubts and fcruples from my own ' 

* lip^-; and only aTepeiition^ that r-will not, on any/ 
^ confiderstion, be Solmes*s Wife ; and he fhkll be 
' eafy. But, after fuch a Letter as I have written^ 
^ nothing but an Interview can make him fo.' He 
' befeechet me therefore, ' To unbolt the door, as that" 

* very night ; or, if 1 receive not thb time enough, > 
^ t^s n^bt ; — and he will in a difguife that fhall not 

* give a fufpicion who he is, .if he (hbuld be feen, 

* eome to the garden^door^ in hopes to open ir with 
*' his key ; nor will he have any other lodging than iii 
*'the Coppice both nights ; watching every wakefuF 
'hour for the propitious unbolting, unlcfs he has a 

* Letter with my orders to the contrary, or to make - 

* ibme other appointment/ 

The Letter was dated yefterday^ So he- was there 
laft night, I fuppofe ; A'nd .will be- there this night 
and I have not written a line to him : And now it i ^ 
too late, were 1 determined what to write* 

I 'hope hewiH not go to Mr. Solmcs. — I bopr he 
^ will not come hither* — ^If he do either, . I will breai^ 
with him forever. 

What have I to do with fuch headftrong fpirits ? 
I vi£b I had never — But what fignifies wiihing ? — 
I (am ft rangely perplexed — But I need nut have told 
yoo tbif, after fuch a reprefentation o£ my .fituation.^ 
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LETTER XVII. 

Mifi Clarissa Harlowe, 7b M:/s HoWs.. 

Tuf/day Mornings 7 Q*Ci9cK 

Xif Y Uncle has vouchfafed to anfwcr mc* Thefe 
^^ that follow are the conteots of his Letter ; but 
juft DOW brought me, altho' writtco lafl oight^— -Late,. 
I fuppofe« 

Mtfs Clary ^ Mwday Night., 

C IN C£ you are grown fuch a bold cbaLeogery.and: 
^ teach us all ourdaty, tho' you will not praitife 
your own, I muft anfwer you. No-boJy wants yooc 
Eftate from you^ Are you^ who refufc evcpy body*! 
advice, to prcfcribe a Hufband to your Softer I Tour. 
Letter to Mr.. Solmes is incxcufable. I blamed jmti 
for it before. Your Parents will be obeyed. It is fit 
tbey^Zi^tfM Your Mother has aeverthclefs pcevailed 
to haire your going to your Uncle Antony's put oflT 
till Thurfday : Yet owns you de&rve not that^ or 
any other favour from her. I will receive no more of- 
your Letters. You arc too. artful for CQie. You are 
an ingrateful, and unreafonable child: Muft you. have 
your will pairamount to every- body's ? How are you. 
altered !. 

T(Mr difp!^fid Unple^, 

JqhmHarlows. 

To be carried away on Thurfday-«-To the moatedi 
Houfe — To the Chapel-.-To Solmes!: How can \ 
think of this !-«-l*bey will make me dci{)ecate.. 

Tuefday Morningy Eight- o^Cbek., 

I HAVE another Letter from Mr.. Lovelace. I: 
opened it with the ezpedtation of its being filled witk 
bold and free complaints, on my not writing to pre- 
yci^X hk two nights watching^ in v^eath^r not ex- 

vtcmelj 
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tremclj agreeable. But, inftead of complaints, he is - 

* fall of tender concern left 1 may have been prc- 
' vented by indifjpo&ion, or. by the cloftr confinement 
^ which he has frequently cautioned me that i may^ 
^ expcft J 

He fayr» * He had' been in different difgulTes loi- 
^ tering about our garden and pcrle wall^ all the day 
' on Sunday lad; and all Sunday night was wander* 
^ ing about the coppice^ and near the back-door. It 
' raiatd ; and he has got a great coldje attended with. 
^ feTciiflineis, and fo hoarfe, that he has^almoit loft 
' his voice/ 

Why did He nor flame out in His Letter? — ^Treated 
as I am treated* by my fiicnds, it b dangerous to be 
laid under the fenfe of an obligation to an adJre/Ier*s 
patience ; efpecially when fuch a one fuffers in healtls* 
for my fake.. 

' He had no (Kelter, he fays, but under the great 
*. overgrown Ivy,, which fpreads wildly round the 
** heads of two or three oaklings ; and that was fooQ< 
' wet through.* 

. You remember the fpot. You and T, my dear, 
once thought ourfelves obliged to the natural fhade 
which thofe Ivy-covered Oaklings afforded us, in a- 
fultry day 

I can't help faying^ I am forry be has fuflf^^red for 
my fake^-^ut 'ii& his own feeking.. 

His Letter is dated h(l night at Eight : ' And in* 

* dtfpokd as he is^ he telb me,. That he will watch 

* till Ten, in hopes of my giving him the meeting he 
^ fo carnedly reqiiefts. And afttr that, he has a mile 
t CO walk to his horfe and fervant : and four miles 

* then to ride to his Inn.' 

He ownSf * That he has an intelligencer in our fa- 
' mily ; who has failed him for a day^ or two paft: 
' And not knowing how I do,, or how I may be 
^ treated, his anxiety is increAfed.' 

This circumftance gives me to gucfs who ilv\% vew- 

M 5 \A>L\^^T:i^wi 
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tclligeocer. : Jofeph Lcman : The verj creamre cm-* 
ployed and confided' in* more tbananj othcr^cby mj; 
Brother^ 

' Thin boot : an honourable waf of proceeding ia> 
Mr. Lovelace.- Did be ^eara this infamous -praAice oft 
corrupting^the fervants of other familieaat the- French i 
Court, where he refided^a good whife? 

I have been often jealous of this Leman in my> little* 
airingstand poultry-vifits. Doubly obfeciuious as he . 
was always to me, I have thought him my Brother's 
Spy upon me ; and'altho' he obiigedtne by his^haften- 
ing out of* the* garden and poultry-yard^ .whenever I' 
came into either* have wondered, that from bh repcrts 
my liberties of thofe ktods have not bisen abridged(42). . 
So» poffibly> this man- may be bribed ' by boihr, and* 
yec betray both ^ Worthy views want notfuch obli- 
quities- as thefe on eitlier fide. An Jioneft-mind muft:^ 
rife into indigoation both at the traiior-maker and the^ 
traitor. 

* He preHds with the utmoA earneftnefs for. an-In-'- 

**-tcrview. He would not prefu me, he fays; to dif-* 
' obey my la A peribnal commands, that he ffaould 
*. not endeavour to attend me again in the wood- 

< hbufc. But (aySy he can give me fuch reafons fot*. 
♦my permitting him to wait upon, my Father or 
« Uncles, as he hopes will be approved by me : For 
*' he cannot help obferving, that it is no more fait- 
^ able to my own ipirit than to bis, that he, a man* 
*• of fortune and family, fhould be obliged to purfue 
' fuch a clandefline addrefs, as would only become 

• a vile fortune-hunter But, if I will give- my con-^ 

< fent for his vifi^in^ me Ihke a man, and a gentle-^ 
' man, no ill-treatment ihall provoke him to forfeit 

• his temper. 

« Lord M. will accompany him, if I pjeafe : Or 

• Lady Betty Lawrance wili firil make the vifit to 
J my Mother, or to my Aunt Hcrvty, or even, to 

(aj Mr. Lovdacc accounu foj this, Vol. I, Lettci mv. 



Eet, 1 7; GldrifliL Harlo we. 107 ^ 

-my ^Uoclfs, if I chdfcr it; ^ And fiich terms fhall be' 

'offered, asy&^Ahsve "wetght upon them. 
<^ He begs, that I wHl not deny him making a vifit 

tO' Mr. Soimet; Bf all that's good, he vows, that * 

"it flnll not be mitb the lead intention etcher to hurt ' 
or affront' him';- bot only to (let before him, calmly^ \ 

^and<rationaiiy,. the eonfe^encts chat may poffibly "^ 

-flow from fo fruitlefs a perfeverance^ as well as the *• 
ungefierous folly of ir^^to a mind lb noble as mine,' 
He repeats his own reiblution to attend mv pleafure* 

"and Mr^ Mordim-Vapiwalaad advice, , for ttM.re-* 

-ward of hi» own patience. . 
' It b impoffible, he fays, but one* of thefe methods 
muft do. ■ Prefeace, he obferves, even of a difliked * 

^ri<m>' takes ofFthe edge of refentments which ab-:' 
j*eDce whets, -and makes keen. . 
* He^therefore m»{l earneftly rcpeatsfab - imports- 

"nitics for the fupplicated Interview/ He fays, < He ^ 
has bufinefi of confequeoce in London : But can- ' 

-not Air from' the incoaveoient fpot where he has 
for ibme time reiided, in difgufes unworthy of him- ' 
ielfy until he ean be-abfolutely^ certain^ that I fhall 

"^ot ba- prevailed upon,' either by force or other- 
wife; anduoMl he finds-me delivered from the in- ■ 
fults of my Brbiher.' Nor ought This -to be an 
indifferent point to one, for whofe fake all the ' 

Urorld reports me^to be- ufed unworthily, — But one 
rcnuipk, ..he fays, he cannot help makings That ' 

^did my- friends know the little favour* I^^fhew him, ' 
and tb6 -very greats diftance I keep htm ar, they ' 

'woukl have no reafon to confine me on his account : 

-And tfffoM^, .that Khtj ^themfehes feem to think * 
him imitled^o a different i^fage^ and expcA that he 
receives it; when, in iruth, what he meets with 
from me is exactly what they wi(h him to meet 

'^ithi excepting in the favour of the correfpoodehce 

^^^I honour/ him with; upon whichj he fajs,' he puts'' 
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* the hijgheft valae^ and for the fake of which, he has^ 

* fubmittcd to a thoufaod indignitief - 

^ He renews hu profeffion^ of refomifltion : He b 
' conviDced» he fays, that he has alrcadj run a long; 

* .and dangerous courfe ; and that it is high time to* 

* think of rtturning : It muft be from proper convic- 

* iiotiAy he fiy8> that a perfon who ha» lived too gay 

* .a H(ie» refolves to reclaim, before age or fufibringf^ 

* come ypon him. 

^ All generous fpirits, he obferves^ hate compulfion. 
<.Upon this obfervation he dwelU; but regrets,, that 

* he is likely to owe all his hopes to this cooipulfion ; 
this infudiciaus compulfion» he juftly calls it ; and 

^ none to my efteem for him. Altho' he prefumesi 
' upon ibme merit — In his implicit regard to aif. will 
^ in bearing the daily indignities oSered not only 

* .to him, but to hb relations, by my Brother— In the 

* nightly watchings, and rilks which he runs, in sdl 

* weathers;. and which his prefent iDdifpoikion makes 
' him mention, or he had not debafed the noblencfi- 

* of his paflion for me, by fuch a felfiih inflance.' 

I cannot but fay, I am forry the man is not well- 
I am af I aid to aflc you,v my dear,, what ycu would 
have done, thus iituated. But what I have done, I 
have done. In a word, I wrote, * That 1 would, 
^ if poiTible, gire him a meeting to morrow night, 
' between the hours of Nine and Twelve, by the Ivy 

* 8ummer-houfe, or in it, or near the great Calcade, 

* at the bottom of the garden ; and would unbolt the 

* door, that he might come in by his own key. But 
^ thar, if I found the meeting impraAicable, or fhould 

* change my mind, I would fignify as much by ano- 

* tber line ; which he muft wait for until it were dark/ 

'fue/Jay, Eleven o'clock* 
I AM juft returned from depofiting my billet. How 
ciligent is this man ! It is plain he was in waiting r 
Fpr I had walked but ^ few paces, after I had de- 

podtcd 
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poficed it,, when-, mj heart mifgi'viQg me, I returned^, 
to have taken it back, in order to reconfider it as I 
walked^ and whether I Ihould, or ihould not,, let it 
go. But I found it gone.. 

In all prohnbilitj^ theie was but a brick wall,, of a^ 
few inches thick, between. N&. LoveUce and me, at 
the very time I puf the Letter under the brick !' 

I am come back difiatisfied with myfelF. But I* 
think, my dear, there can be no harm in meeting 
him.. If £dofio/„he may take fome violent meafures.. 
What he knows of the treatment I meet with in ma- 
lice CO him, and with a view to fruftrace all his hopes,, 
may make him defpera^e. His behaviour laft time I' 
Aw him, undbr the difadvantage& of time and place, 
and. lurpriied as^ I was,, gives me no apprehenfion of 
any-thihg but difcovery. W hat he requires is not un- 
rcafonable, and cannot affe6t my. future choice and de- 
termination : El is only to affure him from my own 
lips, that I will never be the Wife of a man I hate*. 
If I have not an opportunity to meet without hazard 
or detection, he muft once more bear the difappoint*^ 
meot. All hi» trouble, and mine tooi is owing to 
bis fauhy charaSer. This,, ahho I hate tyranny and 
arrogance in all fhapes, makes me think Icfs of the 
riflfs hr runs, and the fatigue? he undergoes, thaa- 
ethcrwife 1 fliould. do ; and ftill lers> as my fufferings 
(derived from^thc lame fource) are greater than his.. 

Betty confirms the intimation, that i mu(l go to- 
ny Uncle** on Thurfd:ay. She was-fent on purpofe 
to dir:d^ me to prepare myfeli fx)r going, and to help 
me tagct every- thing up in order for my removal* 

LETTER XVIII. 

jMi/s Clarissa- Harlowe, To Mifs How^e. 

Tuefday^ Three o'Clock, March 28.. 
HAVE mentioned feveral times the pcrtneis of 
Mrs. Betty to me; andnow^ having a little time 
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upon my handt I 'will give you a (hort Dialogue that" 
paflcd juft now between U5. It may, .perhaps,- .be a* 
Iktle relief to you from the dull fubje^ with which. I^^ 
am perpetually ceaztng you^ . 

As flie attended me at dinner,^ (he took- notice. 
That nature i» fatisfied with a very little nourifh* 
ment : Ahd.thus (he compliinentally -proved it— -For,. 
Mifs, faid (he, you. eat nothing.; yet never looked ^ 
more charmingly in your lifie. 

As to the former-part of your (beech, B^tty, (aidi- 
I^ you obferve wcU ; and I have otcen thought whea ' 
I have Teen how healthy the children x>f the la bouringr. 
Poor lo9kt: and are^ wiih empty flomachs^' and hardly« 
a. good meal in a. week, that God Almighty .is -very ; 
kind to Hrs creatures, in this refpedV, as weH<as in alL 
others, in making Mucbnoi ncctflary to the fupport: 
of life ; when three parts in four of His creatures, if:, 
it were, would not know how to obtain it. It. putSi- 
me in mind of two proverbial .fentences, .which are>^ 
full of admirable meaning* 

What, .pray, Mifs, are they? I Jove tO' hear yotp. 
talk, when you are.fo fedate as you feem now to be. 

The one is to the .pqrpofe we arc fpeaking of^ Po^- 
verty is the Mother of health : And let me tell you,- 
Betty, If 1 had a better appetite, and were to encod-r 
rage it, with fo. little refl, . and fo much diftrefs and r 
perfecution, \ don'i think i (hould.be able to pcefcrve.^ 
my reafon. 

There's no inconvenience but has its convenience, faidi 
Betty, giving me proverb for proverb. But .what is^. 
the other, ^adam ? 

That the pleafures of. the mighty are obtained by the. 
tears of the poor : It is but reafonable therefore, me* 
thinks, that the plenty of the one (hould be followed 
by diftt mpers ; and rhat the indigence of the other 
(hould be attended with that health, which makes all 
wa other difcomforts ^ight on the comparifon. And 
bcnce a third proTcrb^ Bcttyj fince you are arr ad-' 

mircr 
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mirer of proverbs ; Bitter a barefoot than nwu at all i^ 
that tt to A75^.tl]An«Dot CO be able to walk. , 

Sbe was mightily taken with what Tifaid e See, re*'- 
toriied'aiei.,whaC a fine thing fchoUrOup irl^— I, faid' 
(hcs , bad alvajre,, from a girl, a tafte for reading, tho' ^ 
M were but io Mother ^70^, . aad concerning the Fai^' 
m/|[And^then ihc took genteelly a pinch of fauff]s 
Gould bat my- parents thve let me go aifaftat I pulUd^\ 
rihould^hairc beeo a^very happy creatvre.. 

Very likely, you^iTOuld have made great improve^ 
Bients> ..Bettys: But as it is,^r.cannot fay, ,but ficce I* 
liad the favour^ of your auendancc in this itithnati 
manner* I'^have fatard fmarter things from you, thaa . 
I haire heard at table from fome of .my BroiherV Eel» 
Idw-coikgiansi 

T6ur fervant, d^ar MTTs ; dropping ^me one of her: 
beft courtefies : So fine a judge as you are ! — It is 
ooough:'' to make one Tcry> proud. Then, with ano- 
ther pinch. — I catmot indeed but f;iy,bndUng tiponit, 
that I have heard famous fcholars often, and often fay 
very filly things : - Things {- (hould. be albamed. myfelf 
to fay — But I thought they did it out of humility, and 
in condeicenfiDn to thofe who . had not their leara- 
iag. 

That fKe might not be too proud; I' told'her, I 
would obferve, that the livelinefs or quickotfs (he fo 
happily diicoTered in herfelf; was not To much an ho- 
nour to her^ as what (he owed to her Sex.; which, as' 
I^had obferWd in many ioftancer, had great advantages 
over the other, \n all the powers that related to ima* 
gination^ : And hence, Mrs. Betty, you'll take notice, 
as.I have-of late had opportunity to do,,tfaat your own 
talents at repartee and fmartncfs, when it hjis/wnething 
f§ 'uuork'Uforif.difphys itfclf to more advantage, than 
could well be expeAed from one whofe friends, to 
fprak in your own phrafe, could not kt gofi faji as 
jfctf fuiUd. 

The wench gave me a proof of the truth of my ob^ 
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fervaiion, in a maDDcr fliilmore alert thao I. bad exT' 
pe£ted : If| faid {he»,our Sex have fo much a4yaDtage 
ii^fmartne/iy it is the Icfs to be wondered at^.that you^* 
JVlifft^ who have had fuch aneducation^^Ihould ouido« 
all the men and -women too, that come near you; 

Blefs me,. Betiy^. faid I,, what a- proof do you give 
flic of your wit and your courage at the fame time & 
This is outdoing yourfelf . ic would make young La- 
dies lei» proud^, and more apprehenfive^.were they ge-- 
nerally attended by Aich> fmart fervants,^ and their 
mouths- permitted to be unlocked uponthem as yours^ 
has been lately upon mc»^— But,, take away:i MrSk 
Betty.. 

Why, Mife, you haiK eat nothing, at- all — I' hope- 
you are not difpleafed vfiih your dinner for any-thing; 
I. have faid.. 

No, Mrs. Betty^ Tarn pretty well ufed to your 
freedoms now, you know. — I am not difpleafed in> 
the main, to obferve^ that,, were the fucceiEon oi 
modern fine Ladies to be cxiinft^Jt might be fupplied* 
from thofe whom they place in thencx< ranktothem- 
iclves, their chambermaids and confidantes*. Your, 
young Miflrefs has contributed, a great deal to this^ 
quicknefs of yours.. She always preferred^ your com- 
pany to mine, hs you pulUdy Jbe let go^ and fo, Airs. 
B ttyi, you have gained by her converfation what I 
have loft.. 

Why, Mils,, if you come to tbati no-body fays 
better thinss than Mifs Harlowe. 1 could tell you 
one^ if IpTea/ed^ upon my obferving to her, that you* 
lived of late upon air, and had no Aomach to any« 
^ing; yet looked as charmingly as ever. 

I dare fay^ it was a very good-naturtd one, Mrs.- 
Betty ! j)o you then pleafi that I fhall hear it ? 

Only this, Mifs, 7hat your Jiomachfulnefs htd fwaU 
loweJ up yourjlomach ; and, That objtmacy was meat^\ 
drink y and doth to.you^ 
A/, Mis. Bciry j and dul fhc fay This ? — I hope 

fhc 
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{he laeghed when {he faid it^ as (he does at all her 
go^Mi things^ as Cbe calls them.. It was very fmarr^ and 
very witty. 1 wi(h my mmd were fo much at eafe, as 
to aim at being witty too». But if you admire fuck 
fententious fayings, 1*11 help you to another ; and 
that is. Encouragement and Approbation make people 
/bzitf talents thej^. were never fa/petled to have ; and 
This will do both for Miftrefs and maid : And another 
ril furnifh. you withj the contrary of the former, 
that wHl do only for me ; That Pvrfecution and Dif^ 
encouragement deprefs ingenuous minds, and blunt the 
edgeef/ivefy imaginations* — And hence may my Sifler^s* 
firiJIiancy and tny Stupidity be both accounted for. 
Ingenuous t you muA koow^ Mrs. Betty, and ingeni* 
0US9 are two things ; and I would not arrogate the lat-^ 
ter to mylclf.. 

Lord,, Mifs, faid the foolifh, you know a great 
deal for your years.— -You are a very learned young 
Lady ?— What pity — 

None of your pities^ Mrs. Betty. I know what 
you'd fUy. But tell me, if you can, Is it refolded, 
that 1 (hall be cacried. tO; my Uncle Antony's on 
Thnrfday I 

i was wilKng to reward myfelf for the patience fhc 
had made me exerciie, by getting at what inielligence. 
I could from her.«- 

Why,,Mifs, feaiing herfelf at a litde diftance (Ex- 
cufe my fitting down) with the (huff-box tapped yery- 
fmartly,. the lid opened, and a pinch taken with a 
dainty finger and thumb, the other three fingers di-- 
ftendedly bent, and with, a finefipurifh-— I cannot but 
fay, thax it is. my opinion, you will certainly go ool 
Tburfday ; and this 7wie/} folefs^ ai I have heard my. 
young Lady fay in French. 

Whether I am iviUing or n:it willing, you. mean, L 
fjuippofe, Mrs.. Betty ? 

You have it, Mifs. 

Well \i}x\^ Bettys, I have no. mind to.\^Autti^^ ^^x^ 
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of doors fo fuddenly. Do you thiok I could not k 
permitted to tarry one week longer i 
How can I tell, Mifi f 

O. Mrs. Betty, you can telLa great dealr if votf* 
fleafe* But here I am forbfd wriiiBg_to any one of my* 
family ; none of it now will come near me ; nor wilt, 
any of it permit me to fee them : How flkall I'<lo to 
make known: my rcquefl> to ftay here a week or.fort* 
night looger ? 

Whyj Mifs^ I fancfi^ if you were to (hew^ a com>*- 
pliable temper, your friends would (hew a compliaUe.. 
one too. But would. yoU'expeA favours, and grant 
none ? 

Smaitly put, Betty I But who knows what may be 
the refult of my being carried to my Uncle Antony's T 
Who knows» Miu f— Why any-body will guefi 
what may be the refult- 
As how, Betty ? 

jfj how I repeated the pert wench. Why, Miis, 
you will (land in your own li^ht, as you have hitherto 
done :. And your parents, as fuch good-parents ought^ 
will be obeyed. 

If, Mrs. Betty, 1 had not been ufed to your ougbh^ 
and to have my duty, laid down to me by your oracu-- 
lous wifdom. I ihould be apt to fiare at the liberty oi 
your (pcech. 

Tou feem angry» Mlfs» I hope I take no unbe- 
coming liberty. 

if thou really thihk'ft thou doft not, >hy ignoraneOi 
is more to be pitied, thao thy pertnefs refented. I.wifh. 
thou wouldft leave me to myielf.. 

When young Ladies fall out with their w)n duty, 
it iS-not much to be wondered at, thai they are angry 
at any-body who do theirs.. 

That's a very pretty faving, Mrs. Betty f— I fee 
plainly what thy duty is in f^ notion, and am obliged 
«o thofe who taught it thee, 
fivciy.body ukes notice, Mifs, that you can fiy 
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Jtrj cutting words in a cool manner^ . and yet not call 
names, as I have known form gcmlc'fo\k% as well as 
others do when in a paffion. But PwiOiyou bad per- 
mitted 'Squire. Soloies to fee you ^ He wonJd have told 
you fuch Storilis o£ 'Squire Lovelace, as. would have 
turned your heart againft hiofi for ever. 

And know you any. o£ the particulars of thofe fad 
Stories ? 

Indeed T don't ; but you 11 hear all at your Uncle 
Antony's, I fuppofe ; and a great deal more perhaps 
than you will likie to hear. 

Let me hear what I will^ I am determined againft 
Mr. Solmes, were it to coft me my life. 

If^you suK, M'lfsy, the Lord have mercy on you 1 
PlOiR what with this Letter of yours to 'Squire Solmes, 
wJKMu thqr^fo much value, and what with their anti? 
IJAthy to 'Squire. Lovelace,^whom. (hey hate, they will' 
&ave no patience with you. 

Vlhzx will they do, Betty ? They won't kill me i 
What nmli they do ^ 

Kill you I No !^— But you will not he fufitred to ftir 
from thencey till you have complied with your duty. 
And n0f^ and ink will be allowed you as here ; where 
they are of opinion you make no good ufe of it ; Nor 
would it be allowed- here, only as ihey intend fo foon 
to lend you away to your. Uncle's. Nobody will be 
permitted to fee you', or to correfpond with you» 
What farther will be done, ^..can't fay; aud* if I could;* 
k may not be proper.. But you may prevent it all, by 
One word : And I wifh you would, Mifs. All then 
would be eafy and happy .^. And, if. I may fpeakm:^ 
■rindj L fee not why one man is not asgood as another 
Why, efpecially, a fuber man is^ not as goodas a Rake. 

Weil, Betty,, faid I, iiehing, all thy impertinence 
goes for nothing. But I fee I am defined to be a very^ 
uohappj creature. Yet will 1 venture upon one re-^ 
qaeft more to them. 

AlMLfb, quite iick of the pert creaturei and of m^- 
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fcif, I retired to my clofeti and wrote a few lines to 
say Uncle Uarlowe^. notwithftanding his probibitioa ;. 
in order to get a reprive from beiog caFried away fo 
fooD as Thurfday next, if I xnuft go. And Thisj^ that 
I mighty if complied with, fufpend the appointment I 
have made with Mr. Lovelace ^ for my heart mifgives 
me as to meeting him ; and that more and more ; I 
know not why« Under the fuperfcripiion of the Let- 
terj I wrote thcfe words : ' Fray, dear Sir, be pleafisd 
* to give This a readings* 

This is the copy of what I wrote t 

Honoured Sir, Tuejday Aftertiwn* 

f £ r me this once be heard with patience, and) 
"^ have my petition gt anted. It is only» that I may 
not be hurried away fo foon as next Thurfday. 

Why ih'ould the poor girl be turned out of doors fo 
foddrnly^fo dirgra(;c:ful]y ? Procure for me,. Sir, one' 
fortnight's refpite.. In that fpace of time, 1 hope yoa 
will all relent. My Mamma (hall not need to fhut 
her door Inapprehenfion of feeing her dlfgraced 4.hild.. 
I will not piefume to think of entering her prefence,^ 
€r my Papa's^ without leave. One fortnight's rcfpitc. 
is but a fmall favour for them to grants except I aia 
to be refuled every-thing I afk; but it is of the hightfi 
import to my peace of miod.. Procure it for niCjt 
^crefore^^ dear Sir ; and. you will exceedingly oblige^ 

Your dutifuU tho^ greatly uffiitled Niece ^ 

Cl. Harlowe. 

I £ent this down : My Uncle was not gone i And 
l^e now flays to know the rcfult of the qucilion put to 
Bie in the incloicd. Anfwer which he has given to- 
mioe. 

y QUft going to your Uncled was abfolutely 

concluded upon for next Thuri'day., Ncvtrthe- 

■P'^'our Mother, fccouded by Mr. Solmes, pleaded 

- to 
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fo ftrongly to have jrou indvlged, that your requeft 
for a delay will be complied with, upon one condi- 
tion ; and whether for a fortnight, or a (horrer time, 
that will depend upon yourfclf. If you refufe this 
condition, your Mother declares, (he will give over 
all further interccflion for you. — Nor do you defervc 
this favour, as you put it upon our yielding to you, 
not you to us. 

This condition is. That you admit of a vifit from 
Mr. Solmes, for one hour, in company of your Bro- 
ther, your SiAer, or your Uncle Antony, chufe which 
you will. 

If you comply not, you go next Thurfday to a 
faouie which is become ftrangely odious to you of late, 
whether you get ready to go or not. Anfwer there- 
fore dir» Aly to the point. No cvafion. Name your 
day anil hour. Mr. Solmes will neither eat you, nor 
drink you. Let us fee, whether ix>e are to be com- 
plied with in any-thingt or not. 

John Harlowe. 

After a very little deliberation, I refolved to com- 
ply wirh this condition. All I fear is, that Mr. Love- 
lace's intciiigencc'r may inform hi a of it ; and rhat 
his apprehensions upon it may make him take Tonic 
defperate rclbiotion : Efpecially as now (having more 
time given me here) I think to write to him to (uH- 
pend the Interview he is poiiibly to fure of. I feat 
<lown the following to my Uncle. 

Honoured Sir, 
A Ltho' I fee not what end the propofed condition 
.** c:*o anfwer, I comply with it. I wifh I cf.uld 
irith every thing expected of me. If I muii name 
one, in whofe ct)mpany I am to fee the gentle n^an, 
and that one not my Mamma, whofe prcfencc I CvHild 
. wilh 10 be honoured by on the occafion, kt my Un- 
cle, if he pleafes, be the Per/on. If I snu& ti^xsx^ vVi& 
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Day (a long day, { doubtf will not be permitted me) 
let it be next Tuefday. The Hmr^ -Four jn the aN 
'Cernoon. The i^Jace^ either the Ivy Summer^houfc, 
■or in the little parlour I ttfed to be permitted to call 
mine. 

Be pleafedy Sir, neverthelefs, to prevail upon my 
^lamma^o vouchfafe me her prcfence upon the occa- 
•fion. I am, • Sir, 

Tour ever duti/til 

A reply is juft fent me. 1 thought it became w^ 
averfeoefs to this meeting, to name a diftant day : 
But I did not expert they would have -coniplied with 
it. S6 here is one week gained^ 

This is the Reply : 

yy O'U have done well "to coittply, Wc arc w3- 
^ ing to think the beft oF every flight inftance of 
duty from yoix. Tet have you feemed to confider the 
day at an evil day, and fo put it far off. This never- 
tlieleis is granted you, as no time need to be loft, if 
you are as generous after the day, as we are coode- 
icending ^/ore it. Let me adviie you, not to harden 
your mind ; nor take up your refolution beforehand. 
"Mr Solmes has more awe, and even terror, at thie 
thoughts of feeing you, than you can have at the 
thoughts of feeing him. His Motive is Love ; kt not 
fouri be Hatred, My Brodier Antony will be 4)re- 
fent, in hopes you will deferve well of him, by be- 
having well to the friend of the family. See you ufe 
him as fmh. Your Mother had percniffion to be 
ffaere, if ihe thought fit : But fays, (he would not for 
a'thoufand pounds, unlefs you would encourage her 
beforehand as (he wlihes to be encouraged. One hint 
I am to give you mean time. It is this : To make a 
^Jcreet ufe (f your pen and ink, Methinks a young 
treature ot nicencfs fhould be lefs ready to write to 

Mac aun» when ihe is d^iigoed to be. another's. 

^T ^ This 
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This compliance, I hope, will produce greater ; 
and then the peace of the family will be rcftoired : 
Which b what b heanily wifhed by 

Tour loving Urc'e^ 

John Harlows. 

ITnlcfs it be to the purpofe our hearts are fet upon, 
you need not write again. 

"This man have more terror at feeing me, than I can 
have at feeing him f-^How can that be ? If he had 
ha\f as much, he would not wifli to fee me ! — His 
motive Love ! — Yes indeed ! Love of himfv If ! He 
knows no other ; for Love, that deferves rhe name, 
feeks the fatisfaAioo of the b<:loved object more than 
its own.— Weighed in this fcale, what a profanation 
is this man guilty o^ ! 

Not to take up my refo!ution beforehand I — ^That ad- 
irice comes too late. 

But I mui^ make a difcreet ufe of my pen* That, I 
doubt, as they have managed it, in the fenfc they 
mean it, is as much out ot my power, as the other. 
But to write to one man when I am dtfigned for aw 
ether/ — What a (hocking exprcfEon is That ! 

Repenting of my appointment with Mr. Lovelace 

before 1 had this favour granted me, you may believe 

'I hefitatcd not a moment to revoke it now that I had 

gained fuch a rcfpite. Accordingly, I wrote, * That 

< I found it iocoovenien! to meet him, as 1 had in- 

< tended : Thar rhe rilk I ihoutd run of a difcovery, 
' and the mifchiets that might flow from it, could not 

* be jttllifirdby any end that fuch a meeting could an- 
' fwcr ; That 1 found one certain iervant oiore in my 

■^ way, when I took my morning and cveoiog airings, 
' than any other : That the perion .who might reveal 

< the fecrets of a family to him, might» if opportunity 

* were given him, b&t.ay me, or hiiiif to thofc whom 
^ it was his duty co icrve : Tha: I had not t>eei\ufedta 

* 4i.conduA fo iFauhj, as to lay myfeti at iVi^ ok^tc^ c& 
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* fervants : And was forrow he had meafures to purfuci 

* that made ftcps neceflary in his own opinion^ which, 

* in ntme, were very culpable, and which lio end 

* could juftify ; That things drawing towards a crifis 

* between my friends and tne^ an Inteiview could 
^ avail nothing ^ efpecially as the method by which 

* this correfpondence was -carried on, was not fufpcA*- 
< ed, and he could write all that was in his mind to 

* write ■• That I expcfted to be at liberty to judge of 
' what was proper and fit upon this occafion : Sfpe- 

* cially as he n>ight be afTured, that I would fooBcr 
^ chufe death, than Mr^ Solmes.^ 

Tuefday MghU 
I HAVC depofited my Letter to Mr. Lovelace, 

Thieatr^ning as things look againfl vac, I am muck 
betcr pleafed with myfcU' for declining the Interview 
than I was before. I luppofe he will be a little out of 
humour upon it, however : But as I referved to my* 
felf the liberty or changing my mind ; and as it is eafy 
for him to imagine there may be reafons for it within* 
JcorSy which he cannot judge of without ; belides 
thofe I have iuggcfted, which of ihe-iifdvcs are of iuf* 
ficient weight to engage his acquiefcence ; I fhould 
think it flraoge, it he acquiefcesnot on this occafiooi 
and that ivith a cheartulnefs, which may ihew mci 
that his laft Letter is written from his heart ; For if be 
be really fo much concerned at his pad faults, as be 

- pretends, and has for fome time pretended, muft l^e 
not, of courle, have corrcfted, in fome degree, the 
impetuofity of hrs temper ? The firft ftep to reforma*- 
tion, as I conceive, is to fubdue fudden gufls of ps^- 
fion, from which frequently the greateft evils arife, 

. and to learn to bear difappointments. If the irafcihle 

EHffions cannot be overcome, i^hat opinion can ifC 
avc of the pcrfon's power over thofe to which bad 
habit, joined to greater temptation, gives ftroiigpf 
force i 

]Prayi 
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Pray, my dear, be fo kiod as to make iaqniry bf 
Come fafc haodj after the dtfgulfes Mr. Lovelace ^{^ 
fames ai the inn he puts up at in the poor viUage of 
Ntaie, as he calls it. If it be the fame I take k co be, 
I never knew it was confiderable enough to have a 
same ( nor that it has an Inn in ir. 

As he muft> to be 4b <:onftaDtly near uSj be much 
there, 1 would be glad to have feme account of bis 
^haviour ; and what the people think of him. In fuch 
a length of time, he muft by his condufk cither give 
fcandal, or hope of reformation. Pray^ my dear, hu- 
mour me in this inquiry, t have reafons for it, which 
you /haH be acquainted with another time, if the re- 
fiilc of the inquiry difcover them not. 

LETTER XIX. 

lUift CLAitissA Harlowe, 75? Mi/s Howe. 

Wednefday Morning, Nine o' Clock. 

T AM juft returned from my morning walk, and 
^ already have received a Letter from Mr. Lovelace 
in aafwerio niine depofited laft night. He mud have 
lud pen, ]nk> and paper, with him ; for it was writ> 
ten in the coppice ; with this circumftaoce : On one 
knee, kaeeliftg with the other. Not from reverence 
to the written to, however, as you'll find ! 

Weil are we inflru£ted early to keep thefe men at 
diftaace. An uodefigning open heirr, wh.'^re it is 
loth to dHfoblige, is eafily drawn in, 1 fee, to oblige 
more than ever it defigned. it is too apt to govern 
itlelf by what a bold fpirit is encouraged to expe^ of 
iu It is very diiEcuk for a good-natured young per- 
ibo to give a negative where it difelleems nor. 

Our hearts may harden and contradt, as we gain 
experience, and when we have fmarted perhaps for 
our eafy folly : And fo they oughty or we Ihouid be 
upon v€ry unequal terms with the world. 

Excufe thefe grave reflexions. This av^wW^Nti^t,^ 
Vol. JI. G 
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me heartilf. I fee his geotlemefi was jfrt : Rercenefs^ 
and I temper like whit I hive been too much ufcd to 
at home^ are Namrs in him. NotbiDg, I think) (hall 
ever make me forgive him ; for fureiyj there can be 
Ao good reafon for his impatience oo an expeAatica 
given with reierve, and revocable.-— / fo much tofuf- 
ler thro* him ; yet, to be treated as if I were obliged 
to bear infults from him ! — 

But here you will be pieafed to read his Letter ; 
which I ihall inclofe. 

To Mifi CLimiSSA HlRLOWE. 

Good God! 

TT7H AT is ffo a; to become of me! — ^How fludll 
^ fupport this difappointment ! — No new caufc \ 
—On one lcnee» kneeling with the other, I write ! — 
My feet benumbed with midnight wanderings thro' 
the hcavleft ^ews that ever fell : My wig and my 
linen dripping with the hoar froft diflblving on them J 
•^Day but juft breaking — Sun not rifen to exhale-— 
May it never rife again 1 — Unlefs it brings healing and 
comfort to a benighted foul \ In proportion to the joy 
you bad iofpired (ever lovely promiler !) in fuch pro- 
portion is my anguifh i 

O my beloved creature !— But are not your very 
excufes confeffions of cxcufes in excu fable I I know 
not what I write X-^That fervant in vour way (a) / 
By the great God of heaven, that fervant-Tcroj nst^ 
dared not ^ could not ^ be in your way! — Cuife upon 
the cool caution that is plciided to ^cprive me of an 
expectation fo tranfporting ! 

And are things drauing towards a crifis between 
your friends and you ? — Is not this a reafon for me to 
^*Pf ^» the rather to expc6t, the promifed interview \ 
T ]J ^ "^rite all that is m my mind, fay yoo?a. 
impoffiblc !~Noi the hundredth part of u hat is in 

^gy mind, and in my apprchccfion, can I write f 

^W*ep. t,p^ 

O the 
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the wavering, the changeable Sex l«— But can 
Mifi Ctarifla Harlowe — 

Forgive me. Madam ! — I know not what I write I 

Tet 1 mufty I do, infift upon your promife — Or 
chat you will condeicend to find better excufes for the 
fiailure — Or convince me, that ftronger reafons are 
impofed upon you^ than thofe you offer. — A promife 
cnce given (upon deliberation given) the promifed only 
can difpenfe with ;-*«xcept in cafes of a very apparent 
neceffity impofed upon the premifer^ which leaves no 
power to perform it. 

The firft promife you ever made me ! Life and 
Death perhaps depending upon it-'My heart defpond- 
ing from the barbarous methods refolved to be taken 
with you in malice to me ! 

Tou wouid fooner chufe Death than Solmes (How my 
Soul fpurns the competition !) O mybeloved creature, 
what are thcfe but words P — Whofe words? — Sweet 
and ever-adorable — What ? — Fromife-breaker — muft 
I call you ?— How< fhall 1 believe the aflever^ion 
{jour /up^ojed duty in the queftion ! Ferfecution fa 
flaming! Hatred to me fo ftrongly avowed!) after 
this inftance of your fo lightly difpenfing with your 
promife ? 

If^ my deareft Life I you would prevent my di- 
ftra£tion, or, at leaft» diftraAed confequences, renew 
the promifed hope 1 — ^My fate is indeed upon its 
crifis. 

Forgive me, deareft creature, forgive me ! — I know 
I have written in too much anguifliof mind!— r Wri- 
ting this* in the fame moment that the juft-dawning 
light hasMmparted tome the heavy difappointment. 

1 dare not re-perufe what I have written. — I muji 
depofit it. — It may ferve to (hew you my diftradted ap- 
prebenfion that This difappointment is but a prelude 
to the great eft of All.-— Nor, having here any other 
paper, am I able to write again ir I would ov\ \Kv^ 
gloomy Ipot [Gloomy is my Soul; and aW "S^tvxve. 

G 2 i<^vx^<^ 
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round me partakes of my gloom 1)— I truft It therefore 
to your goodnefs — If its fenror excite your difpleafurt 
rather Chan your pity, you wrong my paffioo ; and I 
ftall be ready to apprehend, that I am intended to be 
the facrifice of more mifcreaots than one I [Have pajg 
4ience with me, dearcft creature !«— I mean Solmes and 
your Brother only]]* But if« eiierting your ufuai ge« 
iierofity, you will excufe and re^app^nt^ may That 
C3od, whom you profcfs to ferve, and who is the God 
kA Truth and of Promi/es, proteA and blefs yoo both ; 
and for refloring to Himfelft and to Hope^ 
iTy-Cavern, in the Tour ever* adoring^ 

Coppice — Day but jrf abnoft drfpon^ng^ 

juft breaking. LoTELikC£<| 

This is the AnTwer I fhall return. 

JVfdnefday Mofning. 

I AM amazed, Slr^ at the freedom of your re- 
jproaches. Prefled and teazed, againft convenience 
and inclinationi to give you a private meeting, am / 
to be thus challenged and upbraided, and my Sex re- 
iBeAed upon, becaufe I thought it prudent to change 
my mind I — A liberty I had rcfcrved to myfelf, when 
T made the appomtmevt, as you call it. I wanted not 
inilances of your impatient fpirit to other people : Yet 
may it be happy for me, that I have this new one ; 
which (hews, that you can as little fpare me^ when I 
purfue the dictates of my own reafon, as you do atheri 
for acting up to theirs. Two motives you mud be 
governed by in this excefs. The one my eajinejs ; the 
other your own prefumption^ Since you think yoo 
have found out tht Jirft^ and have fhewn fo much of 
the laft upon it, I am too much alarmed* not to wift 
And defire« that your Letter of this day may conclude 
^U the trouble you had from, or for^ 

Tour hutnbU Servant ^ 

Cl. Haelowb* 
jfbellcve, mydeari I may promife myfelf your ap- 

jro. 
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probation^ whenever I write or fpeak with fpirity be 
it to whom ir will. Indeed, I find bat too moch re \^ 
foil to exert ic>,fincel have to deal with people, who 
govern themfelves in their condu£k to me, not bf 
what is fit or decent, right or wrong,, but by whac 
they think my temper will bear. I have, till very- 
lately, been praifcd^for mine; but it has always beea< 
by thofe who never gave me opportunity to retura 
the compiisaent to them. Some people have adtcd,. 
as if ihey thought forbearance on mifide abfolutely 
nficeflVry for them and me to be upon good terms to« 
geiiher ; and in this cafe have ever taken care rather 
10 ow that obligation than to layxx. You have hinted' 
fp me, that re&ntment is not natural to my temper, 
and that therefore it muft foon fnbfide : It may be fo 
with refpe£k to my relations^; buL not to Mr. Love?^ 
laccy. I afliire yoUi. 

Weinefddy Noom March 29.. 

Wb cannot always aofwer for what we can do :- 
But to convince you, that I can keep my above refo- 
hitioQ^. with regard to Mr. Lovelace, angry as my 
Letter it^ and three .hours as it is fince it was wriuen»- 
I aflare.you, that i repent k not ; nor will foften it, 
altho' I find it is not taken away. And yet I hardly 
ever before did aay*thingi in anger, that I did not re* 
pent in half ao. hour ; and queilion my&lf in /0^ thaa 
ihai time^. whether I were right or wrongs 

lo this refpite till Tue£day,. I have a little time to 
k)ok about me, as I may fay, and to confides of whac 
I bavt'Xo do, and/tfjt do. And Mr. Lovelace's. info» 
lence will make me go very home with myfelf. NoC 
that I think i can conqjier my averfion^to Mr. Solmes. 
1 am fure I cannot. But, if I abfolutely break ^ith^ 
Mr. Lovelacr,. and give my friends convincing proofs 
of it^ who knows but they will rellore me to their 
£<ivour, and let their views in relation to the other 
man go off by degrees i — Or, at leaft^ thai 1 m'V] V^^ 

G 2 \a&& 
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fafe tin my Coufin Morden arrives : To whom, I 
think, I will write ; and the rather, as Mr. Lovelace 
has aflured me, that my friends have written to him 
to make good their fide of the queftion. 

But» with all my courage, I am exceedingly ap- 
prehenfive about the Tue^ay next, and about what 
may refult from my ftedfafineis ; for ftedfaft I am Aire 
I fiiall be. They are refolved, I am told, to try 
every means to induce me to comply with what they . 
are determined upon. And I am reiolved to do all I 
can to avoid what they would force me to do. A 
dreadful contention between Parents and Child J— 
Each hoping to leave the other without excufe, what- 
ever the confequence may be. 

What can I do ? Advife me, my dear. Something 
is ftrangely wrong ibmewhere I to make Parents, the 
mod indulgent till now, feem cruel in a child's eye ; 
and a Daughter, till within thefe few weeks, thought 
unexceptionably dutiful, appear, in their judgmeor, 
a rebel ! — O my ambitious and violent Brother ! 
What may he have to anfwer for to both ! 

Be pleafed to remember, my dear, that your laft 
favour was dated on Saturday. This is Wednefday : 
Aoftl none of mine have been taken away iince. Don't 
let me want your advice. My lituation is extremely 
difficult. — But 1 am fure you love me flill : And not 
ihe Icfs on that account. Adieu, my beloved friend.' 

Cl. Harlowe* 

L E T T E R XX. 

Mifs Howe, VtoMifi Clarissa Harlowe, 
Tburjiay Morning, Day-break^ March 30. 

AN accident, and not remiiTnefs, has occafioned 
my filence. 
My Mother was fcnt for on Sunday night by her> 
coufin Latkin,. whom I mentioned in one of my for* 
^aacT, and who was extremely earned to fee her. 
^t» ThK 



20. GlariflTa Harlbwe. 127 

his poor womaa was always afraid of death, and was 
of thofe weak perfons who imagine that the ma- 
; of their Will muft be an undoubted forerunner of it. 
ie had always faid, . when urged to Che neceflary 
k. That whenever ihe made it, £be fhould not 
long after; and^^one would tliink^. imagined ihe 
under an obligation to prove her words : For* 
flie had been long bed-rid, and wa», in a man- 
worn out before, yet fhe thought herfelf better, 
he was perfuaded to make it. And from that mo« 
t, remembering what (he ufed to prognofticate 
rfearr helping on what Jhe feared^ as is often the 
a particularly in the fmali-pox) grew worfe ; and 
it in her head once to burn her Will^Jn hopes to 
w better uponit. 

be fent my Mother word>^ That the DoAors had 
n her over : But that {he could not die till ihe Taw 
. I told my Mother, That if (he wiihed her a 
nc€ for recovery, (he (hould not, for that reafoo. 
But go (he would ; and,., what was worfe, would 
se me go with her ; and that, at an hour's warn* 
; for fhe faid nothing of it to me,: till (he was 
ig in the morning ea^rly^ refolving to return at night* 
\ there been more time for argumentation, to be 
; I had not gone ; but as it was, there was a kind 
leceffity that my preparacion to obey her, ihould, 
manner, accompany her command.-r-*A comn^and 
Quch out o£ the way^ on fuch afolemn occafion ! 
I this I reprefented : But tonopurpofe: There 
sr was fuch a contradiAing giH in the world-— Ttfy 
Jom always made her a fool !-*But (he %)Ould be 
iged this time^ proper or improper. 
have but one way of accounting for this fudden 
m of my Mother ; and thar is this — She had Ja 
dto accept of Mr. flickman*s ofiir to efcort her : 
Ind 1 veiily believe [I wifh I were quite fure of it^ 
a mind to oblige him with my company-— As far 
;kiiow,.to keep me out of worfi^ 
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For, would you believe it ?— ^s (kre a$ yon are 
alive, flie is afraid for her favourite Hickman^ becaufe 
of the long vific your Lovelace, tho* (6 much by ac-« 
cidear, made me io her abfeace, laft time (he was at 
the fame place I hope, my dear, you arc not jealous 
too. But indeed 1 now-and tben« when ffae tetaes 
me with praifcs which Hickman cannot de£erve, in 
return,, fall to praifing ihoie qualities and pcrfonalitie^ 
in Lovelace^ which the other sHevcr will have.. lo^ 
deed I do love to te«ze a little bit^ that 1 do.--<-My 
Mamma's girl-»*I had like to have faid. 

As yott know (he is as pailionate as I am pert^ 
ycu will not wonder to be told^. that we generally 
fall out OH thtie occafions. She files from mcj, at the 
long run.. It would be undutifui in me to leave her 
jfirfi^i^ And then I get an opporluolty to purfue our 
correfpondtnce. 

For, DOW I am rambling, let me tell yo«, that fhe 
does not much &vour that ; — for %tx)0. rea{bns» I be- 
lievei-^ne. That I don't &ew her all that pafles be- 
tween us; the other. That (he thinks I harden your 
xnind againfl your duty^ as it is called : And with her^ 
for a reafbn at^^^jn^^ asl have hinted more than once, 
parents cannot do wrong ; childsen cannot oppofe,. 
and be right. This obliges me now-and-tbei» to Jleat 
an hour^ as I may fiy^ and not let her know how i 
am employed.. 

You may guefs from what I have wrktesj^ how 
averfe I was to comply with this unreafooable (iretch 
of motherly authority-^ But it came to be a teft ofduty^ 
to I was. obliged to yields tho' with a full periuafipa 
of being in the rights 

1 have always your reproofs upon thefe occafions : 
In your late Letters ftronger than ever. A good rca- 
fon why, you'll fay, Becaufe more deferved than cvcr^ 
X thank you kindly for your correfUon.. I hope to 
make Corre^ionl of it — But let me tell you,, that 
jovr hripcs, whether deferved or not, have made 
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ne fenfible deeper than the (kin — But of this another 
time- 
It was Monday afiernooir before we reached the old' 
Lady's Houfe. That fiddling, p,iradiag fellow |^Toa 
Know who F mean3!niade us w<iu for himitwo hours, 
and I to go a journey I difliked f only for the fake of 
having a little more tawdry upjn his houfings; which^ 
he had hurried* his fadlerto put oa, tomake him look: 
fine, being to efcorc his dear Madam Fiowe, and 
her fair Ekiughter. I- told hitn^. that I fappofed he 
was afraidythat the double folemaity iti the cafe (that 
of the vlfit to a dying woman,., and that of his own- 
aounteoance) would give him the appearance of an tm^^ 
dfrtakier ; to*avoid which, he ran into as bad an ex- 
b-cme, and I doubted' would be. ukcn §or ^ nrntnU'- 
kink. 

The man was confounded. H^ took it as firongly^ 
as if his-confcience gave aflent to the juftiee of the re- 
mark: Otherwift he would have borne it better; 
fer he is ufed enough to this £9rt of treatment, h 
thought he would have cried. I have heretofore ob« 
lertedp that on this fide of the contra^tr,. he feems to 
be a mighty meek fort of creature,— Anditho'I/hould- 
like it inhrm hereafter perhaps, yet I can't help de-* 
i^ifihg him a- little in my heart for it now., I belicvfj , 
my dfear,. we all love your bluftering fellows beft; 
could we but direfi the blufter^.and bid it roar wheni 
and at whom we pitafed. 

The poor man looked at my Mother. She was fd 
apgry (my airs upon it, and my- oppofition to the 
journey/ having all h.lped) that for half the way (he. 
wouid not fpeak. to me. And when ihe did, it was» 
r v>i{h I had not brought you ! You know not what 
it is ' to condtfiend. It is my fault, not Mr. Hick^ 
man*Sy that you are here io much agahift your will. 
Have you no eyes for this fide of the chariot ? 

And then he fared ihe better from her, as he al« 
wa;s does,. for faring worfe from me : For thece w&s^ 
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How do you now» Sir ? And how do you n^iVf Mr. 
Hickman ? as he ambled now on this fide of the cha*' 
jriotf now od that, Healing a prim look at me ; her 
head half oot of the chariot, kindly fmiliog, as if mar- 
ried to the man but a fortnight herfelf : Whild I al- 
ways faw (bmethiDg to divert myfelf on the fide of the 
chariot where the houeft man was not, were it but 
old Robin at a diftaoce, on his Roan Kefiel. 

Our court(hip-days, they fay, are our beft days^ 
Favour deftroys courtfhip. Diftance increafes it. Its 
eflence is difiance. And to feie how familiar thefe 
men wretches grow upon a fmile, what an awe they 
are ftruck into when we frown; who would not 
make them Aand off? Who would not enjoy a power^ 
that is to be fo (hort lived ? 

Don't chide me one bit for this^ my dear. It is in 
feature. I can't help it. Nay, for that matter, I 
love it, and wifli not to help it. So fpare your gra- 
vity, I befeech you, on this lubjeA. I fet not up for 
a perfeA charader. The man will bear it. And 
what need jfou care? My Mother overbalances all he 
fuffers t And if he thinks himfelf unhappy, he ought 
never to be otherwife. 

Then did he not deferve a fit of the fullens* think 
youi to make us lofe our dinner for his parade, fioce 
in fo 0iort a journey my Mother would not 'bate, and 
lofe the opportunity of coming back that night, had 
the old Lady's condition permitted it ? To fay nothing 
of being the caufe, that my Mamma was in the glout 
with her poor Daughter all the way. 

At our alighting I gave him another dab ; but it 
was but a little one. Yet the manner, and the air, 
made up (as I intended they Ihould) for that defeft. 
My Mother's hand was kindly put into his, with a 
fimperiog altogether bridal ; and with another How 
do you now, Sir ? — All his plump mufcles were in 
motion, and a double charge of care and obfequiouf- 
Qcfs £dgctted up his whole form; when be offered to 
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me his officious palm. My Mother, whfcn I was a 
girl, alwaysLhid me hold up tny head. I juft then rt- 
membred her commands, aod was dutiful— I never 
held up my hea;d fo high. With an averted fuperci- 
lious eye, and a rcjefting hand, half-flourifbiog— I 
have no need of help, , Sir ! — You are in my way. 

He ran back, as if on wheels $ with a face excef- 
fively mortified : I had thoughts el(e to have followed 
the too gentle touch, with a declai'ation, that I had 
as many hands and feet as himielf. But this would 
have been telling him apiece of news, as to the latter, 
that I^hope he had not the prefumption to guefs at. 

We found the poor woman, as we thought, at the 
laft gafp. Had we comey&9/7^r, we could not have 
go^away^ as we intended, tha,t nights Tbu fee I am 
for excufiag the man all I can; and yet, I afliire you, 
I 'have no>|; fo much as a <onditic(hal /iking to him. My 
Mother fat up moft part of the nighty expeAing every 
hour would have beenher poor Couiin's laft. I bore 
her company till Two. • 

I never faw the approaches of death in a jrown 
pcrfon before ; and was extremely (hocked. Death, 
to one in health, is a very terrible thing. We pity 
the perfon for what^^^ fuffers :;And we pity onrfelves 
for what we mu(k fome time henc« in like fort fufTcr; . 
and fo are ^^^^ afTeAed.^ 

. She held out tidTue/day Mdming, Eleven. As • 
ihe had told my mother that (he had left her an £xe« 
catrix, and her and me rings and mourning; wcwere 
employed : all' thai day in matters of- the Will [By 
which, by ihe way, my Coufin Jenny Fynnett is hand- 
fomely provided for] ; fo that 93 aa it was Wedn. 
morning early, before we could fetout on our returns 

It is true, we got home (having no houiings to flay 
for) by. noon ! But tho* I fent Robin away before hs 
difmounted (who brought me back a whole packet, 
down to the fame Wcdnefday noon) yet I vis^^ i^'^W] 

G 6 "i^ 
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fo fatrgvedy ftttd £bockrd> as X muft own,, at tbe bard 
death of the oM Ladjr; mj Mother tikewiTe (who haa^ 
no rcafoD to difSlLe this world) hiog iodifpofed froa» 
the fime occafion ; that I could not let about wriiing; 
time enough for Robin's return that nights 

But having recruited my fpirits^ mj Mother having^ 
alfo had a good night, larofe withch^ dawn„ to> write 
tbisy and get it difpalch^d time enough for your brea)i«^ 
faft-airtng; that your fufpcnfe might be as fliopt a» 
poffible. 



X WILL fooB follow this vkh another* I will toh 
ploy a perfoR dircftly to find out how Lovelace be- 
haves himfelf at his Ino«. Such a bufy fpirit muft be 
traceable* 

But^ perhaps^ my dear> yon are mdiffercot n^m 
about him^ or his "employments ; for this requeft was 
made before he mirtoMf ofiendcd you- Neverthelef<'y 
I will have inquiry made- The refult^ it b very pro*' 
bablc will be of nfe to confirm you in your pi cft^nt 
unforgiving temper. — And yet^ if ihtpoor man- £SfaaD 
I piiy him iovyouy my dear ?J fbould be deprFved of 
the greateft blcfiingany man on earth can receive, and 
to which he has the prel'umption^ with fo little mertr, 
to afpire ; he wiU have run great rifks; caught great 
colds ; hazarded fevers ; fuAaioed the higheA indig- 
nities ; braved the inclemencies of flcies^ and all for^- 
nsilmgl Will not this move ycur gtnerqfity (if no* 
thing clft) in his favour ! — Poor Mr. Lovelace i — 

I would occafion no throb ; nor half-throb ; BC 
£a(h of feixfibiUiyy like lightning darting in, and m 
foon fuppreiTcd by a diicretion that no one of the Sei 
ever before could give fnch an example of-«— I iveu.'t 
not, I fay ; and yet, for a trial of you to yourfilfy ra 
ther than as an impertinent overflow of raillery in youj 
fritnd, aa money-takers try a fufpc^tcd guinea by th< 
founiy let me, on fiich a fnppofition^ lound ^ct/^ b; 
rrpeating, Pq^t Mr. L&itLcil^^ 
■w. An( 
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And now, my dear, bow is it with you I How do- 
you Qow^ as tny Morhef foys to Mr. FiiclcrnaD^ whieit 
Icr pert daughter h«s made hiioi look forrowful } 

LETTER XXL 

Mr. HscKuAM^ 7*0 3^j. HowE^ 
MadaM^ fVedne/daj^, March 29; 

IT is with infinite regret that I think my&lF obi iged, 
by peo and ink^ to- repeat my appreheDfions, that 
k is impoflible for me ever to- obtain a fhare in the 
aficAioDS of your beloved Daughter., O chat it were 
ttot too evideiK to every one» as wcli as to myfeif> 
cvcD to our very fervant?, that my Love for herj^. and 
mj AEduihties, e:ftpore me rather to her Scorn [For- 
give ne^ Madam, the hard word I'J than to the treat- 
ment due to a maa whofe propofais have met with 
your approbation, and who loves her above all ibc 
women m the worid ! 

WeH might the merit of my paffion be doubted,, 
ff^ like Mv^ Solmes to the truly admirable Mils 
Clarifla HaHowej. 1 could continue my addieiles to- 
Mifs Howe's diflafte.. Yet what will not the dif- 
cominuaoce coft me t 

Give me kave, neverthelefs, deareft, worthieft 
Ladjr, to repeat^ what I told you, on Monday nighty 
St Mrs.. Larkin*s> wiih a heart even burfting with 
grief, That I wanted not the treatment of that day 
10 coovince me, that I am not, nor ever can be, the 
ebjeft of Mifi Bowels voluntary favour. What 
kopes can there be, that a Lady will ever edeem, as 
a Huiboody the man> whom, as a Lover, fhe difpiies? 
Will not every aA of obligingoeis from fuch a one, 
be conftrued an unmanly tamenefs of fpirit, and in- 
fkle him the more to her dW'dain > — My heart is full: 
Forgive me if I fiy, that Mifs Howc*s treatment of 
me does no credit either to her education^ or fine 
lcnfe« 
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Sittoe rlMQ it it wo evidait^ dua ihc cannot cftecm • 
mc ; and liace, «s I Iultc honed it juMj obicrvcd by 
the cncdkiK M1& dariflk Hariowe, that Love is 
not 1 nsiuncarT p^sEoo ; vQold it not be uageoerous • 
to iksicd :!^ JcAT Dinghter to due difpk^uure of a 
Mccro' ^2 jTSxir nxni or facr; and]roat Madam,. 
«!iLic ^3K jrc Vd good as to intereft jourftlf in mjp 
»nscr« Qc saeainw ? And vhy, were I to be e^en 
:jc?. i£ iiX^ cc iiaccsed«ng bf meant of four kiad: 
pMtuSkr ;^ s^ znadi I viJi to naalLe the Bcft- 
beixcwi ot KT ao«l nahajipT ; nnce mutml muft be 
on- SMfpw^ cr aiiuT for lire the confeq^cnce to • 

Mt befi viLsi «S fgr cicr acteiad the dear^.the 
mr^^ear Ladr ! Mac her NuptaU be happj ! Thej 
Baft be £»» if ihe muarj the nun flie can honour- 
indihcrLave. TctI«i&laT« that whoever be the- 
hKppf , the ihrke happr man, he nercr can Love bet 
w^apamon moie anient and mnct fiacere thaa^ 



Accejx, dear Madam, of mj moil grateful thanks 
jbr a diilhiAien that has h^en the only fapport of my 
prcfamptioQ in the addrefs I aoi obliged, as utterly, 
hopdeb to dsfcontinne. A diitinAioo, on which 
(and not on my own merits) I had entirely rdied ; 
but wluchy I findy can arail me nothing. To the 
laft hour of my life, it wiQ give me pleafure to think, 
tkit had your £iTOur, your recommendation^ been 
cf fuiEdent weight to conquer what feems to be an 
imincibk Avernon^ I had been the happieA of mcn» 

I am, dear Madam, with inviolable rcipedj 
Towr ever Mgid and /ait 1^ 
hymbk Servant, 

CuaRLES HiCKMaN. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIi; 

Mrs. HowEy. To Charles Hickman, Efq\ 

Thurfday^ March 30. 
Cannot but fa^,^ Mr. Hickman,, but yoir have 

caufe to be difiatisfied — to be out of humour — 
to be difpleafed — ^with Nancy— But, upon my word ; 
But indeed— What fliall I fay ?— Yet this I wiU 
fay,, that you good young gentlemen know nothing 
at all oi^ our Sex. Shall I tell you — But why fliould 
I? And yet I will fay» That it Nancy did not thinb 
well of you in the main, fhe is too generous to treat 
you fo freely as fiie does. — Don't you think fhe has 
courage enough to tell me. She would not fee you, 
and to refufe at any time feeing you, as (he knows 
on what account you come, if fhe had not fome- 
thing in her head favourable to you ? — Fie ! that I 
am forced to fay this much in writing, when I have 
hinted it to you twenty and twenty times by word of 
mouth ! 

But if you are fo indifferent, Mr. Hickman — If 
you think you can part with her for her fkittifh 
tricks — If my intereft in your favour — Why, Mr. 
Hickman, I muft tell you, that my Nancy is worth 
bearing with. If fhe be foolijb — what is that owing 
to \ — ^Is it not to her l^it f Let me tell you. Sir, 
you cannot have the convenience without the incon- 
Tcnience. What workman loves not a fharp tool 
to work with I But is there not more danger from a 
iharp tool, than from a blunt one ? And what work- 
man will throw away a fharp tool, becaufe it may 
cut his fingers ? Wit may be likened to a fharp 
tool. And there is fomething very pretty in wit, 
let me tell you. Often and often have I been forced 
to fmile at her arch turns upon me, when I could 
have beat her for them. And, pray, don't I bear a 
great deal from her ? — And why ? Becaufe I love 
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her. And would you not wlfh me to judge of your* 
Love for her by my own ? And would not you bear 
with her ?— Don*t you love her (what tho* with ano^^ 
ther fort of Love ^^ well as 1 doi fdoafiure 
you. Sir,, that if I" thought you did not-^Well, but 
it 18 phin thai you doQ*t ! — And iatt plain that yoo. 
don't ? — Well, then,, you mud do as^ you tkinl^ 
beft. 

Well might the merit of your pafliion be doubt^d^ 
you f^y,. if like Mr. Solnits— Fiddle-faddle I— Why,. 

irou are a captious man, 1 think I — Has Nailcy^ beeir 
b plain in ber rtpulfes of you as Mifs Clary Harlowe 
has been to Mr. Solmes* ?-^I>oes Nancy love anj^ 
nail betted than you, altho' fhe may not (hew ip* 
much 1 ove to you a& yov wiih for ^-^^If &e did, left 
mc tell you^ fhe would have let us aU hear of it.-^^ 
What idle compari&ns i hen t: 

But it may be you are tired out*. It* may be yott 

have ften fomebody cWe — It may be you would wtflfc 

to change Midreifes- with that gay wretch Mci 

Lovelace., b may be too, that,, in that cafe^v Nancf 

would not be forry to diange Lovers-*- The trufjf^ 

admirakh Wife Ciarifla Hailov^e f And the ejscetl^ 

Mifa Glartfia Marlowt Jr— Good lack ! — But take. 

care,. Mr.. Hickman, that you do not praife aoy 

woman living, let her be as: adtnirable and as excct 

Jem as £be will, above your own Miftrefs.. No po» 

lite man will do that,f, furely. And take care toO|, 

that you do nat make htr op me think you arc in 

capocft in your anger — Juft tho* it m?y be,, asao^ 

ger only — I would not for a thoufand pounds^ tkal 

r^ancy ihould know that you can fo caOiy part w4tb 

^er, ,f you have the Love for her which you deUat*: 

nfi" a\: ^^ ^*^^» 'f yo« ^^^ ^^ afalolutely detei^ 

tcnt5 f w ^""^ ^^ ^'^^ ^ ^^^^ ** whifptr the coo* 

fay. ^^"^ JJ-etrer to your own heart, aa I majr 

treatment of youi you fay, docs no credit 
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ehher to her education or fine fenfe. Vcrj home 
put,, trul]^ ! Nevciihclefs, fo fay L But is not hers 
the difgrace more i^an yours ? I can aflure you, that 
cvery-body blames her for it. And why do they Uame 
her ?— »Wby ? Becaufe they think you merit better 
treatment at her hands : And is not this to your cre-^ 
dit ? Who but pities youy and blames Aer T Do the fer- 
vants^ whoj, as you Gbferve, fee her ikiftifh airs, dif"' 
rcfpcA you for them ? Dj they not, at fuch times, 
look coacerned for you i Are they not then doublt 
oiBdous 10 their refpeAs and fer?ices to you ?<^— I 
ha^c observed with pleafure, that they are*. 

Bnt you are afraid you (hall be thought tame, per* 
hAf§^ when married.. That you (hall not be thought 
manfy eaougb,. I warrant ?— And this was poor M$^» 
Howe*8 fear. And many a tug did this lordly fear 
coft us botb^ God knows !— *Many more than needed, 
I am fure :— -And more than ought to have been, had 
be known how to btar ani forbear ; as is the duty of 
Aofe who pretend to have mod Cfnle-— And, pray^ 
which would you have to have moft fenfe, the wo« 
man or the nua ? 

Well, Sir, and now what remains, if you reallf 
love Nancy fo well as you iay you do ?-*<Why Heave 
ihat to you. Youmayj^if you pleafe, come to break- 
fiaft with me in the morning. Bot with no full h^art^ 
oor refeming looks, I adviie you ; except you caa 
brave it ou^t. That have 1, when provoked, done 
Buny a time with mjr Hujbandi but never did 1. get 
any-thlng by k with my Daughter ; Much kfs wilt 
jou.. 0£ which, ^ for your oMervailoo^ I. thought fit 
tp, adicertife yoo. As from 

Tour Friend, 



■ ,» ... • 
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LETTER XXIIL 

M/j HowBy To Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe. 

Tue/day, Morning. 

IWill now take fome notice of your lad favoor. 
^ But being fo far behind-hand with you^ muft be 
brief. 

In the firft place as to your reproois, thus fliall I 
difcharge myfelf of that part of my fubjcA. Is it 
likely^ think you^ that I fiiould avoid deierving them 
now-and-then, occa^fionally^ when I admire the man* 
ner in which you give me your rebukes, and love you 
the better for them ? And when you are fo well m> 
titUd to give them ? For what faults can ycu pofBbly 
have, unlefs your relations are fo kind as to find you 
z/ew to keep their manj incountenance ? — but they 
are as kind to me in This, as to you ; for I may veo^ 
tnre to affirm, That any one who (hould read jour 
Letters^ and would fay you were rig^f^. would not, on^ 
reading mine^ condemn me for going quite wrong* 

Your rcfolution not to leave your Father's houfe is 
right — ^if you can ft ay in it, and avoid being Solmes's 
Wife. 

I think you anfwered Solmes's Letter^ as / ihould 
have anfwered" it. — Will you not compliment me and^ 
yourfelf at once^ by faying, that That' was right i 

Tou have, in your Letters to your Uncle and the 
reft, done all that you ought to do. Tou are whoUy 
guiltlefs of the confequence, be what it will; To 
offer to give up your Eftate ! — That would not I'have- 
done ! Tou fee this offer ftaggered them : Thei^ took« 
time to confider of it. They made my heart ake in 
the time they took. I. was afraid . they would have 
taken you at your word : And fo, but for fhame, and 
for fear of Lovelace, 1 dare fay they would. Tou are 
^(^ noble for them. ThiS| I repeat, is an offer I 
^oald not have made. Let me beg of you, my dear,. 
JtCFcr to repeat the tcmpi^uou to vkcok. L 
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I freely own to you^ that their ufage of you upon 
itj and Lovelace's different treatment of you {a) in 
his Letter received at the fame time, would have made 
me his, paft redemption. The duce take the man, I 
was going to fay, for not having had fo much regard 
to his character and Morals, as would have entirely 
juftified fuch a flepin a Clarissa, perfccuted as fhe is. 

I wonder not at your appointment with him. I may 
further touch upon fome part of the fubje£t by-and-by. 

Pray — pray — 1 pray you now, my deareu friend^ 
contrive to fend your Betty Barnes to me !-— Does the 
Coventry ACk extend to women, know ye ? — ^The 
leafl I will do, fhall be, to fend her home well foufed 
in and dragged through our decpeft horfe-pond. I'll 
engage^ if I get her hither, that (he (hall keep the an- 
niverfary of her deliverance as long as fhe lives. 

I wonder not at Lovelace's faucy Aiifwer, fancy as 
it really is {b) . If he loves you as he ought, he muft 
be vexed at fo great a difappointment. The man muft 
Iiave been a deteftible hypocrite, I think, had he not 
fliewD his vexation. Tour expectations of fuch a 
Chriftian command of temper in him^ in a difappoint- 
ment of this nature efpecially, are too early, by almoft 
half a century, in a man of his conftitution. But ne- 
verthelefs I am very far £rom blaming you for your 
ir&ntment. 

lihall be all impatience to know how this matter 
ends between you and him. But z/env inches of brick'' 
vfoU between yon fo lately; and now fuch mountains I 
«-*ADd you think to hold it ? — May be fo 1 

You fee, you fay, that the temper he fhewed in 
his preceding Letter was not natural to him. And 
did you before think it u^as T Wretched creepers and 
infinuators ! Yet when opportunity ferves, as infolenc 
cncroachersl — ^This very Hickman, I make no doubt, 
would be as faucy as your Lovelace, i^ he dared. He 
has not half the arrogant bravery of the other, and. 

(•) ?ce p, loj ■ 1 08. (V) Sec p. iift.-i— 1%^ 
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can better hide his horn? ; that's all. But whenever 
he has the power, depeod upon ic^ he will butt at one 
at valiantly as the other. 

If ever I IhouM be perfuaded to have him» I (hail 
watch how the obfjctiiious Lover ^0^x 0^ ; and how the 
BoiperAtive Hufbind coaus upcn him ; in fhort^ how he 
mfiends^ and how I dtjcenJ^ in the matrimonial wheels 
never to take my fvrn again, but by fits and ftartS|, 
like the feeble Arugglet of t linking State for its dying 
Liberty. 

AU good'ttaturid Men are paffionate, fays Mr. Love-^ 
kice. A pretty plea to t beloved objefi in the ptentitude • 
ef her power ! As much as co Tay, * Greatly as I va- 

* lue yov» Madam^ I will not take pains to curb mj 

* paffions to oblige you.' — Methinks, I (hould be glaa 
to hear from Mr » Hickman fuch a plea for good nature 
as this. 

Indeedj we are too apt to make allowances for lock 
tempers as early indulgence has made uncontroulable ; 
and therefore habitually evil. But if a boii^erous tern* 
per, when under obligation, is to be thus allowed for, 
what, when the tables are turned, will it expeft ? YoU 
know a Hufbaod, whcv I fancy^ had fome of thefis 
early allowances made for him : And you (ee that net* 
ther himfelf nor any-body eife b the happier for it. 

The fuinng of the tempers of two perfons who areto^ 
come togcthei*, is a great matter : And yet there fhotdd 
be boundaries fixed between them, by confent as it 
were^ beyond which neither (hould go : And each. 
ihould hold che other ro it *,. or there would probably be 
encroach mcuts in both. To iilu&rare my aAertioa b]^ 
a very high, and by a more manly (a^ fbme would 
think ir) than wooianly initaoce — If 1 he boundaries of 
the Three fixates that conlUtute our Political Union 
Vere not known, and occafionally aifcrted, uhat 
^OBld become of the Prerogatives and Privileges of 
♦ach ? Xhc two branches of ihe Legidature would 
*J|«roach upon each other j and the Executive power 
Id iwaJlow up both. But 
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But if two perfbns of difcretioni you'll fay, come 
together— 

Ajp my dear, that*s true : But, if none but per* 
foDS of difcretion were to marry — Aod would it not 
furprife you if I were to advance, that the perfons of 
dlicretioi) are generally fingle ?-— Such perfons are apt 
to coafider too much^ to refolve. — -Are not you and 
I complimented as fuch ? — And would either of u« 
•gnarryy if the fellows, and our friends, would let us 
«lone I 

But to the former point ;— Had Lovelace made hi« 
«ddrefles to me (uolefs indeed I had been taken with 
a liking for him mr^re than conditional) 1 would have 
forbid him, upon the Hrft paffionate in^laoce of his 
£Ood'natur€, as he calls it, evini- to fee me more; 

* Thou muft bear with me, honefi friend, might I 

* have faid £had I condefcended to fay any^thiog to 
■* himj a hundred times more thstn This ; — Be gone 
' therefore i — I bear with no paffions that are predo^ 
^ minant to That thou had pretended for me 1' 

But to one of your mild and gentle temper, it 
would be all one, weiteyou married, whether the maa 
were a Lovelace or a Hickman in his fpirit. — You are 
fo obediently principled, that perhaps you would have 
told a mild man, that he mul^ not entreat, but conp^ 
mand ; and that it was beneath him not to exidt from 
you the obedience you had To folemniy vowed to him 
at the Altar. — I know of old, my dear, your meek 
regard to that little piddling part of the marriage-vow 
which fome Prerogative monger folded into the office, 
to make That a duty» which he knew was not a right. 

Our vfoy of training up, you fay, maies us needti.4 
prote^ion (f the brave. Very true : And how extremely 
brave and gallant is it, that this brave man will free 
us from all infults but thofe which will go neareft to 
our hearts •, that b to fay, His own 1 

•How artfully has Lovelace, in the abftrad. ^<:^>ak 

give me of one of his Letters^ cakuUtfid \o >]q^'c \ck^* 
8 x^&susitS 
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.1*0 ! Generous /pints hate compu^on/-^ He is ccr- 

nly a deeper creature bj much than oace we thought 
him. He knows, as yoa intimate, that his own wild 
pranks cannot be concealed ; and fo owns juft enough 
to palliate (becaufe it teaches you not to be furprifed 
at) any new one, that may come to your ears ; and 
then, truly, he is, however faulty, a mighty /n^^m<* 
$us man ; and by no means a l&pocrite : A charader 
the moft odious of all others* to our Sex, in a Lo ver« 
and the lead to be forgiven, were it only becaufe, 
when deteAed, it makes us doubt the juftice of thofe 
praifes which we arc willing to believe he thought to 
be our due. 

By means of this fuppofed ingenuitv, Lovelace ob- 
tains a praife, inftead of a merited diipraife ; and, Ukc 
an abfolved confeiSonaire, wipes off as he goes along 
one fcore, to begin another : For an eye favourable 
to him will not fee his faults thro' a magnifying glafi; 
nor will a woman, willing to hope the befl^ foHbcar to 
impute to ill-will and prejudice all that charity can 
make fo imputable. And if ihe even give credit to 
fuch of the unfavourable imputations as may be too 
flagrant to be doubted, (he will be very apt to take-in 
\h& future hope^ which he inculcates, and which to 
queftion would be to queftion her own power, and 
perhaps merit : And thus may a woman be inclined 
to make 9l flight, even 2ifanjied merit atone for the 
moft glaring vice. 

I have a reafon, a new one, for this preachment 
upon a text you have given me. But, till I am better 
informed, I will not explain myfelf. If it come out, 
as I (hrewdly fufpeft it will, the man, my dear, is a 
J;^^^^ ; and you muft rather think of — I proteft I had 

D ^o have faid Solmes than him. 

But let This be as it will, (hall I tell you, how, 

*ttcr all his offences, he may creep in with you again? 

^^ will. Thus then : It is but to claim for himfef 

^^^S^^-natured charaSler : And This granted, will 
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blot oot the faokof pajponate infolence: Aodfohe 
will have oothing to do, but This hour to accuftom 
you to infult \ the Next, to bring you to forgive him, 
upon hisfubmiffiod : The confequence mu(l be, that 
he will by this teazing break your refentment all to 
pieces : And then, a little more of the infult, and a 
little lefs of the fubmiffion, on his part, will go down, 
till nothing elfe but the firft will be feen, and not a 
bit of xhefecond: You will then be afraid to provoke 
fo ofleofive a fpirlt^ and at laft will be brought fo 
freitifyt and fo auMfy, to pronounce the little reptile 
mid Obet, that it will do one's heart good to hear 
jm. The Mu/covite Wife then takes place of the 
-matiaged Mfftreis. — And if you doubt the progreffioo, 
bepleafed, my dear, to take your Mother's judgment 
upon it. 

But no more of This juft now. Your Situation is 
iKCOnie too critical to permit me to dwell upon thele 
fort of topics* And yet this is but an affeSiid Levity 
: with me. My heart, as I have heretofore faid, is a 
'fincere iharerin all your diftrefics. My fun ihine 
darts but thro' a drialy cloud; My eye, were you 
to fee it, when it feems to you fo gladdened^ as you 
mentioned in a former, is m^r^than ready to overflow, 
: even at the very paflages perhaps upon which you im- 
pute to me the archnefi of exultatim. 

Bat now the ucheard-of cruelty and perverfenefs of 
fome of your friends ^Re/ations, I fhould fay — 1 am 
always blundering thus Q the as flrange dctermined- 
mxcIm of others ; your preient quarrel with Lovelace ; 
and your approaching Interview with Solmes, from 
which you are right to apprehend a great deal ; are 
fuch coniiderable circumftances in your Story, that it 
is fit they fhould engrofs all my attention. 

You aik me to advife you how to behave upon 
Solmes's viiit. I cannot for my life. 1 know they 
czpcft a great deal from it : You had not elfe had 
your long day complied with. AIL I. w'vVi b.^ v^^^Viax. 

1&. 
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if Solmci caonot be prevailed for, dow, that Lorelacfi 
has fo much offended you^ he never wilk When the 
Intenriew is over, I doubt not taut thst I fiball have 
reafoo tofaj, that All yoH did^ that AU ybis faid, 
was richt, and could not be better : Yet if I donS 
think io, I won*t fay fo ; that 1 promiTe you. 

Only let me advife you to pull up a fpirir, evcA to 
your Unclcy if there be occafion. Recent the vile and 
fooliih treatment you meet with^ in which he hai 
taken fo large a /hare, and make him afhamed of it^ 
if you can. 

I Icnow not, upon rocoHeftion, but this Interview 
may be a good thing for ybn^ however deiigned. For 
when Sofanes fees (if that be to b^ ib) that it ia iropol» 
fible he (hould fucceed Vuh you ; and your relationt 
fee it too ; the one mufV) I think, recede, and the 
edier come to terms with you» upon offers, that it h 
my opinion^ will go hard enough with you to comp^ 
with ; when xhtfiill haixier are difpenfed with. 

There are feveral paflages in your laft Letters, as 
well as in your former* which auiiiorize me to Xay 
This. But it would be unfeaionablc to touch thn 
fubjeA 6irther juft now. 

But, upon the whole, I have no patience to fee ycm 
• thus made the fport of your Brother's and Sifter's 
cruelty : For what, after fo much fteaJUnefs on your 
part, in^ many trials, can be their hope ? Exaft 
indeed it be ts drive you to extremity ^ and to ruin you in 
the ofrnion of your Uncles, as v/ell as Father. 

I urge you by all means to fend out of their reach 
all the Letters and Papers you would not have ihem 
£ee. Methinks, I would wi(h you to depofit likewife 
a parcel of clothes, linen, and the like, before your 
loterview with Solmcs ; left you fhould not have all 
opportunity for it afterwards. Robin (ball fetch it 
away on the firft orders, by day or by nighty 

I am in hopes to procure from my Mother, if things 

come to cxtrcmitv^ leave fox \ou to be privauly with 

OS' ' IvriB 
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I will condition to be good humoured, and even 
kUndt to H£R favourite, if ihe will flicw me an indul- 
gence that (hall make me fcrviceable to Mine. 

This alternative has been a good while in my head. 
But as your foolifh Uncle has fo llrangely attached 
my Mother to their views, I cannot promife that I 
(lull fucceed as I wiQi. 

Do not abfolutcly defpair, however. What tho' 

the contention will be between IVoman and IVoman P 

I fancy I (hall be able to manage it, by the help of a 

X\v\t female perfeverance. Your quarrel with Love- 

Uce, if it continue, will ftrengchcn my hands. An J 

tUc offers you made in your Anfwer to your Uncle 

Harlowe's Letter of Sunday night laft, duly dwelt up* 

6Ry mull add force to my pleas. 

I depend upon your forgivenefs of all the perhaps 
unfeafonable flippancies of yjur naturally too lively, 
Tfitmoil fincereiy fympathiflng, 

Anna Howe. 

LETTER XXIV. 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, 71? Mi/s Howe. 

Friday, March 31. 

Y U have very kindly accounted for your filcncc. 

People in misfortune are always in doubt. They 

^ too apt to turn even unavoidable accidents into 

%ht and neglects ; eCpecially in thofe whofe favour* 

able opinion they wifli to prcferve. 

lam fure I ought everm.>re to exempt my Anna 
Howe from the fupnofed polUbility of her becoming 
One of thofe who balk only in the Sunihine of a friend: 
But neverthelcfs her frieudihip is too precious to me, 
not to doubt my own merits on the one hand, and 
not to be anxious for ihv: prefervation of it, on the 
other. 

You fo generoufly give me liberty to chide you, 
that I am afraid of taking it, becaufe I could looncr 
VoL.n. H ixi\&.\>i^ 
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miftmft my own jtidgment, than that of t beloyed 
jrieod, whole ingenuoufnefs in acknowledging an impw 
ted error fcems to fet her above the commiffion or a 
nmiful one. This makes me half -afraid to afk you. If 
you think you are not too cruelf too ungenerous fhall 
I fay ? in your l>ehftviour to a man who loves you fo 
Nearly, and is fo worthy and fo fincere a man ? 

Only it IS by Tou, or I £houId be afhamed to be 
outdone in that true magnanimity, which makes ooe 
thankful for the wounds given by a true friend. I 
believe I was guilty of a petulance, which nothing 
but my uneafy fituation can excufe ; ifthat can« I am 
almofr afraid to beg of you, and yet I repeatedly dot 
to give way to that charming fpirit. whenever it rifes 
to your pen, which fmiles, yet goes to the quick of 
my fault. What patient fliall be afraid of a probe in 
ib delicate a hand ? — I fay, I am alrouft afraid to pray 
you to give way to it, . fpr fear, you fhould, for that 
very reaibni reftrain it; For the edge may be taken 
off, if it does not make the fubjeA of its raillery wince 
a little. Permitted or dejired Satire may be apt, in a 
generous Satirifl, mending as it raillies, to turn too 
foon into Panegyric. Yours is intended to inflruAs 
and the' it bites, it pleafes at the fame time ; No fear 
of a wound's wrankling or fevering by fo delicate a 
point as you carry ; not envenomed by perfonaiity^ 
not intending to expofe, or ridicule, or exafperate. 
The moft admired of our moderns know nothing of 
this Art : Why : Becaufe it muft be founded in good- 
nature, and direfted by a right hearr. The man^ not 
thcfauit, is generally the fubje£k of their Satire : And 
were it to bcjuftt how fhould it be u/efui ; how (hould 
it anfwer any good purpofc ; when every ga(h (for 
their weapon is a Broad-Sword, not a Lancet) lets in 
the air of public ridicule, and exafperates where ic 
iliould heal ? Spare me not therefore becaufe I am your 
friend. For that very reafon fparc me not. I may 
y^f/ youv edge, fine as it is. I may be pained : Ton 

would 
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would loft your end if I were not : But after the firft 
fenfibility (as I have faid more than once before) I 
will love you the better, and my amended heart fhall 
be all yours ; and it will then be more worthy to be 
yours. 

You have taucht me what to fay to, and what to 
think of, Mr. Lovelace. You have, by agreeable 
anticipauoQ» let me know how it is probable he will 
apply to me to be excufed* 1 will lay evcry-thing be- 
fore you that ihall pafs on the occafion, if he do ap- 
ply, that I may take your advice, when it can come 
in time; and when it cannot, that I may receive your 
correAion, or approbation, as I may happen to merit 
either. — Only one thing muft be allowed for me ; 
that whatever courfe I fhall be permitted or he forced 
CO fteer, I mud be confidered as a perfon out of her 
own direftion. Toft to and fro by the high winds of 
paffionate controul (and, as I think, unreafonable fe- 
ycrity) 1 behold the defired Port, the Single State, 
into which I would fain fteer; but am kept olFby the 
foamuing billows of a Brother's and Sifter's Envy, and 
by the raging winds of a fuppofed invaded Authority ; 
while I fee in Lovelace, the Rocks on one hand, and 
in Solmes, the Sands 00 the other ; and tremble, left 
I (hould iplit upon the former, or ftrikc upon the 
latter. 

But you, my better pilot, to what a charming hope 
do you bid me afpire, if things come to extremity ! — 
I will not, as you caution me, too much depend upon 
yourfucceis with your Mother in my favour; for well 
I know her high notions of implicit duty in a child: . 
But yet I will hope too ; becaufe her fealonable protec- 
tion may favc me perhaps from a greater ralhocfs : 
And in This cafe, flie (hall dircft me in all my ways : 
I will do nothing but by her orders, and by her advice 
and yours : Not fee any-body : Not write to any- 
body : Nor (hall any living foul, bat by her dircai^io^ 
and yours, know where I am. In any Coxx^^x; ^\2«a 

H 2 tv\^^ 
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me, I will never flir out, uolefs, difguifed as your 
fenrant, I am now-and-then permitted an evening- walk 
with you : And this private protedion to be granted 
for no longer time than till my Coufin Morden comes ; 
which, as I hope, cannot be long. 

I am afraid I muft not venture to take the hint you 

S^ive me, to depofit fome of my Clothes ; altho* I will 
bme of my Linen, as well as Papers. 

I will tell you why — Betty had for fome time been 
very curious about my wardrobe, whenever I took 
out any of my things before her. 

Obferving this, I once, on taking one of my gar- 
den-airings, left my keys in the locks ; and on my re- 
turn furprifed the creature with her hand upon the 
ieey?, as if (hutting the door. 

She was confounded at my fudden coming back. 1 
took no notice : But, on her retiring, I found my 
clothes were not in the ufual order. 

I doubted not,^ upon this, that her curiofity was 
owing to the orders fhe had received ; and being afraid 
they would abridge me of my Airings, if their fufpi- 
cions were not obviated, it has ever fince been my 
cuftom (among other contrivances) not only to leave 
my keys in the locks ; but to employ the wench now- 
and-theo in taking out my clothes, fuit by fuit, on 
pretence of preventing their being rumpled orcreafcd, 
and to fee that the flowered lilver iuit didnot tarnilhj 
fometimes declaredly to give myfclf employment,having 
little elfe to do : With whiih employment (fuperad- 
dcd to the -delight taken by the Low as well as by the 
High of our Sex in f.eing fine clothes) llie fcemcd al- 
ways, I thought, as well pleafed as if it anlwercd onC 
of the oflices ihe had in charge. 

To this, and to the confidence they have in a Spy 

fo diligent, and to their knowing, that I have not one 

confidante in a family in which nevtrtheUfs I believe 

csvcry fervant loves me ; nor have attempted to make 

€>n€ ; I /bj^po/e, I owe the freedom 1 enjoy of my 

Airings : 
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Alriogs : And perhaps (finding I make no mofemenfs 
towards going away) they, are the more fecure^ that I 
(hall at lad be prevailed upon to comply with their 
mcafures : Since they muft think, that, o^herwife, 
they give me provocation enough to take fome raih 
ilep in order to free niyiclf from a treatment fo dif- 
graceful ( and which [God forgive me, if I judge 
fimift !] I am afraid my Brother and SiftiT would not 
yba forry to drive me to take. 

If therefore fuch a ftcp iliould become neceiTar.y 
(which I yet hope will not) I mud be contented to 
-go away wub the clothes I Ihall have on at the time. 
JVlv cuftom to be drelTed for the day, as foon as break- 
faft is over, when I have had no houlehold-employ- 
ments to prevent me, will make fuch a ftep (if i am 
forced to take it) lefs fufpe^lcd. And the Linen I 
^hall depo&ty in purfuaoce of your kind hiot, cannot 
be mifled. 

This cuftom, altho' a prifoner (as I may too truly 

£iy} and neither vificed nor vifiting, I continue. We 

owe to ourfelves, and to our SeXy you know, to be 

'. always neat ; and never to be furprlfed in a way we 

-flioold be puined to be fren in. 

• Befides, people in adverfity (which is the State of 
iTrial of every good quality) fhould endeavour to pre- 
fcrVelaudable cuftoms, that, if SunQiine return, they 
mAy not be lofers by their Trial. 

Does it not, moreover, manifeA a firmnefs of mind,. 
in an unhappy perfoo, to keep hope alive ? To hope 
for better days, is half to deferve them : For could 
wc have juft ground tor fuch a hope, if we did not 
•f cfolve to deferve what that hope bids us afpire to ?-^ 
Then who Ihall btf r iend a perfoo who forfakes herfclf > 

Tiicfe are reflcdlions by which I fometimes endea- 
vour to fupport my (elf. 

I know you don't dtfpife my grave airSf altho' 
(with a view no doubt to irradiate my mind in iel^ 
misfortunes) jou railly me upon iheav. IL^trj \^q^^ 

H 3 V^'i 
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has not yoor talents of introdocing (crionsand knpoit- 
ant leflbns in fuch a happy maoner as at once to de- 
h'ght and inftni& 

What a muliitude of contrivances may not jonng 
people fall upon, if the mind be not engaged by adts ca 
kindnefs and condcfcenfion ! I am not ufed by my 
friends of late as I always ufcd their fcrvants. 

When I was entrufted with the fainily*management^ 
I always found it rights as well in Policy asGenerofity^ 
to repofe a tru& in them. Not to (eem to expe£k or 
depend upon juftice from them> is in a manner to bid 
them take opportunities^ whenever they ofierj to be 
unjuft. 

Mr. Solmes (to expatiate a little 00 this low, but 
ssot unufeful fnbjcA) in his more trifling folicitudes^ 
would have had a forry key.keeper in me. Were I 
miArefs of a family, I would not either uke to my{elf> 
or give to fervants, the pain of keeping thofe I had 
reafon to fufpefi. People low in ftation have often 
minds not fordid. Nay^ I have fometimes thought, 
that (even take number for number) there are more 
honefi low peepky than honeft high. In the one^ 
Honefty is their chief pride. In the other, the Love 
of Power, of Grandeur, of Pleafure, miAead ; and 
That and iheir Ambitioa induce a paramount Pridcj 
which too often fwallows up tlie more laudable one. 

Many of. the former would fcorn to deceive a coo- 
fidence. But I have feen, among the moft %norant 
of their clafs, a fufceptibility of refentment^ if their 
honeAy has been fufpedled : And have more than 
once been forced to put a fervant rights whom I have 
heard fay. That, altho' (he valued herfelf upon her 
^^fty% 00 mafler or miftrefs (hould fufpeA her for 
Botbing. 

How far has the comparifon I bad in my head, bc- 

^een my friends treatment of me^ and my treatmenft 

^^ their y^rvflw^x, carried me ! But we always allowed 

^JM^ves to expatiate on fuch fubjefts, whether low 

or 



Let. 24. Clarifla HarloTv^. tsi 

or high, as might tend to enlarge our minds, or mend 
our management, whether notional or praAical, and 
whether fuch expatiating refpedted our prcfent, or 
might refpe£i our probable future fituations. 

What I was principally leading to, was to teH you, 
how ingenious I am in mj contrivances and pretences 
to blind my gaolerefs, and to take off the jealoufy of 
her principaUon my going down fo often into the gar- 
den and poultry-yard. People fufpicioufly treated are 
never, I believe, at a lofs for invention. Sometimes I 
want air, and am better the moment I am out of my 
ehainber — Sometimes /pints \ aiul then my Bantam» 
and Pheafants, or the Cafcadeydivert me ; the former, 
by their infpiriting Kvelinefs ; the latter, more fo- 
lemnly, by its echoing dalhings, and hollow mur« 
murs.— -Sometimes,. Solitikle is ef all things my wiffa ; 
and the awful iilence of the night,, the fpangled ele- 
ment, and the rifing and fetting Sun, how promotive 
of contemplation I'— Sometimes, when I intend no- 
thing, and ezpeA not Letters, I am officious to take 
Betty with me ; and at others, befpeak her attendance, 
when I know ihe is otherwife employed^, and cannot 
give it me. 

Thefe more capital artifices I branch out into le/Ier 
ones, without number. Tet all have not only thie. 
face of truth, but are real troth \ altho' not my prin- 
cipal motive. How prompt a thing is ivill ! What 
impediments does difliki furnifh ! — How fwiftly, thro* 
every difficulty, do we move with the one! — How 
tardily with the other ! — Every trifling obAruAion 
weighing us down, as if Lead were faftened to our 
&et! 

Friday Morning, Eleven o*ChcK 

I. HAVE already made up my parcel of Linen. M7 
heart aked all the time I was employed about it ; and 
(till akes at the thoughts of its being a neccfTary pre* 
caution. 

When the parcel comes ro your bandS) a&\\i^\«;\\. 

H 4 l^^M 
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fafcly will, you will be plcafed lo open it. Tou will 
find in it (wo parcels fealed up ; one of which con^ 
tains the Letters you have not yet feeo ; being tbofe 
written fi/ice I left you : In the other are all the Let* 
tcrs and Copies of Letters that have pailcd between 
you and me fince 1 was lall with you ; with fome 
other papers on fubje^ls fo much above me, that I 
cannot wiihthem to be fcen by any-body whofi: indul- 
gence I am not fo fure of, as I am of yours. If my 
judgment ripca with my years, perhaps I may review 
them. ' 

Mrs. Norton ufcd to fay, from her reverend Fa-* 
tfaer, that Youth was the time of life for Imagination 
and Fancy to work in : Then, were a writer to lay 
by his works till riper years and experience (hould direft 
the fire rather to glow, than to flame cut ; fomething 
between both might perhaps be produced that would 
not difpleafe a judicious eye. 

In a third divifion, folded up fopararcly, arc all Mr, 
Lovelace's Letters written to me fince he was for- 




my _. 

By the way, Not a line from that man ! — Not cne 
line !— Wcdnefday I depofited mine. It remained 
there on Wednefday night. What time it was taken. 
^^7 y^ftcrday I cannot tell ; For I did not concern 
mylelf about ir, till towards night ; ^nd then it was 
not there. No return at Ten this day. I fuppofe he 

■ 

pui 

hope we ari ?" ?/ * '"'»" the cncroachcr is. And I 

&^jVll^^'^f^^''^c'^. one ano,her.-My hear, 
-m. J caiy. It I may fo dtfcribe w.—Vexedly—bc- 

caufe 
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caufe of the apprehended Interview with Sdimes, and 
the cotifequences it msiy be attended with : Or elfe 
I rtiould be quite eafy ; for why ? I have not defervei 
the ufage I receive : — And could I be rid of Solmc, 
as r prefume I am of Lovelace, their influence over 
ny Father, Mother, and Uncles, againft xne, could 
not hold. 

The five guineas tied np in one corner of a hand- 
kerchief under the Linen, I beg you will let pafs ag 
an ackoowk-d^jincnt for the trouble I give your trufty 
lervant. Yuu muil not chide me for this. You know 
I cannot be eafy unlefs I have my. way in thefe little 
matters. 

I was going to put up what little money I have, 
and fotoe of my ornaments ; but they are portable, 
and I cannot forget them. Befides, fhould they (fu- 
fpeAing me) defire to fee any of the jewels, and were 
I not able to produce them, it would amount to a 
demon (Iration of an intention which would have a 
guilty appearance to them, 

Friday, One 0' Clocks in the Woodhoiife. 
No Letter yet from this man ! I have luckily dc- 
pofited my Parcel, and have your Letter of laft night. 
If Robert take This without the Parcel, pray let him 
return immediately for it. But he cannot mifs it, I 
think ; and mud conclude that it is put there for him 
to take away. You may believe, from the contcnrs 
of yours, thAi I Ihall immediateiy write again. — 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

LETTER XXV. 

Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLAaissA Harlowe. 

Thurfd'ay Nighty March 30. 
TP HE fruits of my inquiry after your abomin.ib«e 
-*• wretch's behaviour and bafepefs at the paltry 
Alehoufe, which he calls an Inn, prepare to hear. 
ll\'[rens and Sparrows arc noiioo \^tvQ\A^ ^c^j^^n^. 

H s i-^ 
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for this villainous Gof-hawk ! — His affiduides ; his 
vatchings ; his nightly rifks ; the ioclemenc weather 
he joarneys in ? mud not be all placed to jrottr ac- 
count. He has opportunities of making every-thing 
light to him of that fort. A fweet pretty girl, I am 
told — ^Innocent till he went thither — ^Now ! (Ah ! 
poor girl 1) who knows what ? 

But jufl ttirned of Seventeen !— His friend and 
brother Rake (a man of humour and intrigue) as I am 
told, to (hard the focial bottle with. And (bmetimes 
another difguifed Rake or two. No forrow comes 
near their hearts. Be not diflurbed, my dear, at his 
honrfenejfes ! His pretty Betfy, his Rofebud^ »s the 
vile wretch calls hier, can bear all he fays. 

He u very fond of her. They fay (be is innocent 
even yet — Her Father, her Grandmother, believe her 
to be fo. He is to fortune her out to a young lover ! 
— Ah I the poor young lover ! — Ah ! the poor fimple 

girl ! 

Mr. Hickman tells me^ that he heard in towo^ 
that he ufed to be ofien at Plays, and at the Opera^ 
with women ; and every time with a different one — 
Ah ! my fweet friend ! — But I hope he is nothing to 
you, if all this were truth — But this intelligence^ in 
relation to this poor girl, will do hb bufinefs^ if jou 
had been ever fo good friends before. 

A vile wretch \ Cannot fuch purity in purfuit^ ip 
view, refVrain him ? But I leave him to you I*— There 
can be no hope of him : More of a fool> than of fuch 
a man. Yet I wiih I may be able to fnatch the poor 
young creature out of his villainous paws. I have laid 
a fcheme to do fo ; if indeed ihe be hitherto innocent 
and heart-free. 

He appears to the people as a oiilitary man, in dif- 

guifey lecreting himfclf on account of a duel fought in 

town ; the adverfary*s life in fufpenfe. They believe 

^he is a grcit man. Hb friend pafles for an inferior 

*^.- com- 
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companied hj a third man, who is a fort of fubordi- 
nate companion to the fecond. The wretch himfelf 
with but one fervant. 

my dear ! How pleafantly can thefe devils, as I 
muft call them, pafs their time, w^ile our gentle bofoms 
heave with pity for their fuppofcd fufierings for us ! 

1 HAVE fent for this Girl and her Father ; and am 
jud now informed that I {hall fee them. I will fift 
them thoroughly. I iliall foon find out fuch a fimple 
tlung as This^ if he has not corrupted her already — 
And if he has,^ 1 (hall foon find out that too — If more 
Art than Nature appears either in her or her Father, 
I fhall give them both up — But depend upon it, the 
girl's undone. 

fJe is faid to be fond of her. He places her at the 
upper end of his table. He fets her a-prattling. He 
keeps his friend a< a diftance from her. She prates 
away. He admires for nature all (he fays. Once 
was heard to call her Charming little creature ! An 
hundred has he called fo no doubt. He puts her upon 
finging. He praifes her wild note. — O my dear, the 
girl's undone f — muft be undone I — The man, yon 
know, isLovELACB. 

Let 'em bring Wyerley to you, if they will have 
you married — Any-body but Solmes and Lovelace be 
yours I — So advifcs Tour 

Anna Howe. 

' My deareft friend, confider this Alehoufe as his ga- 
rifon : Him as an enemy : Hb Brother-rakcs as 
his aififtants and abettors. Would not your Bro- 
ther, would not your Uncles, tremble, if they 
knew how near them he is> as they pafs to and 
fro ? — I am told, he is refolved you fhall aot be 

'■ carried to your Uncle Antony's. — What can you 
do, with or without fuch an enterpriling — 
Fill up the blank i leave. — I caatvov &vA^ ^^^\ 
bdd eaough. H 6 V^"^ 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlow e, 7o Mi/s. Howe. 

Friday f Thr^e o'Chck. 
Y OU incenfe, alarm, and terrify me, at the fame 
* time — Haften, my deareft friend, haftcn to me, 
what further latelligence you can gather about this 
vilcft of men. 

But never talk of innocence* of {implicity, and this 
unhappy girl, together ! Mud flic not know, that fuch 
a man as Thar, dignified in his very afpefl ; and no 
difguife able to conceal his being of condition ; muA 
mean too much, when be places her at' the upper end 
of his table, and calls her by fuch tender names \ 
Would a girl, modeft as fimple, above Seventeen, be 
fet a iinging at the pleafiire of fuch a man as That ! A 
ftranger, and profe/Tedly in difguife ! — Would her Fa- 
ther and Grandmother, if honed people, and careful 
of their fimple girl, permit fuch freedoms ? 

Ke'p h'u friend at dlfiance from her I — To be fure 
Lis de/igns are villainous, if they have not been already 
cfFeaed. 

Warn, my dear, if not too late, the unthinking 
Father, of his child's danger. There cannot be a Fa- 
ther in the world, who would fell his child's virtue, 
No Mother ! — ^The poor thing ! 

I long to hear the rcfult of your intelligence. You 
fhall fee the fimple creature, you tell me. — Let me 
know what fort of a girl (he is. — A fweet pretty girl ! 
you fay. Afiveet pretty ^/r/, my dear ! — They arc 
fweet. pretty words from your pen. But are they 
yours or his of her ? — If fhe be fo fimple, if fhe have 
£afe and Nature in her manner, in her fpeech. and 
warbles prettily her wild notes, why, fuch girl as 
That jmurt engage fuch a profligate wretch (as now 
indeed I doubt this man is) accuflomed. perhaps, to* 
town-women, and their confident ways — muft deeply 

and 
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and for a longfi^fin engage him : Since perhaps whc 
her Innocence is departed, fhe will endeavour by Ar^ 
to fupply the lofs of the natural charms which nowr 
engage him. 

Fine hopes' of fuch a wretch's Reformation ! I 
would not, my dear, fv^r the world have any-thing to 
fay — But i need not maks refolutions. 1 have not 
. opened, nor will I open, his Letter. — A fycophant 
creature ! — With his hoarfcncflTuS — got perhaps by a 
midnight revel, finging to his wild-note finger, and 
only encreafed in the coppice ! 

To be already on a foot ! — In his eftcem, I mean : 
For myfelf, 1 dcfpife him. I hate myfelf almoft for 
writing fo much about him, and of Tuch a fimpleton 
as Thisfweet pretty girl as you call her : But no one 
can be either /weet or pretty^ that is not roodcft, that 
is not virtuous. 

And now, my dear, I will tell you, how 1 came 
to put you upon this inquiry. 

This vile jfofeph Lcman had given a hint to Betty ; 
and fhe to me^ as if Lovelace would be found out to 
be a very bad man, at the place where he had been 
lately feen in difguife. But he would fee further, he 
faid, befoic h: told her more ; and fhe promifedytf- 
crecyy 10 hope to get ^\ further intelligence. I thought 
U could be no harm, to get you to inform yourfclf, 
and me, of what could be gathered (a), ^nd now I 

fee, 

(tf) Itirill be feen ia Vol. I. Letter xxxiv. that Mr. Lovclacc|f 
motive for fparing hift Rofcbud was twofold. FirfV, Becaufe his 
Pride was gratified by the Grandmother's defiring hira to fpare her 
Grand-daughter. lAanj c prttty Roguey fays he, bad IfparecL, 'U'hom 
J did not fpare f b.id my Power been acknoiffledged, and my Mercy in time 
implored. But the Debellare fupctboi Jhould be my mcttCy , vfere J to 
h(»Vi m new one- 

His other motive will be explained in the following paiTag^inthe 
fame. J newr was fo honeft, for fo long together, fays he, Jince my 
matricmkitiott* It behoves mefo to he» Some way or other my reccfs 
[at this little Inn] may be found out, and it will then he thotght tk^t 
my Rofcbud has attraded me. A report in my favour /Vom |\m^lw.\Vve\ 
fo amtahUf may eftablijb mc, &c, Kk.^^^^* 
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fee, his enemies ate but too well warranted in their 
reports of him : Andj if the ruin of this poor young 
creature be his aim» and if he had not known her bat 
for his vifits to Harlowe-Place, I (hall have reafon to 
be doubly concerned for her ; and doubly incenfed 
again ft fo vile a man. 

I think I hate him worfe than I do Solfhes himfclf . 

But I will not add another word about him ; af- 
ter I have told you, That I wi(h to know, as foon as 
poflible, what further occurs from your inquiry. I 
have a Letter from him ; but I fhall not open it till I 
do : And then, if it come out as 1 dare fay it will, I 
will direfily put the Letter unopened into the place I 
took it from, and never trouble myfelf more about 
him. Adieu> my dearefl friend. 

Cl. Harlowe, 

LETTER XXVIL 

Mifs Howe, To Mijs Clarissa Harlowe. 

Friday Noon^ March 3 1 . 

JUSTICE obliges me to forward This after my 
lad on the wings of rhe wind, as I may fay. I 
really believe the man is innocent. Of this one accu* 
fation, I think he muil be acquitted ; and I am forry 
I was fo forward in difpatching away my inteliigencc 
by halves. 

Accordingly, as the Reader wiU hereafter fee, Mr. LoveUce 
finds, by the E/rf^i, his eipedbtions from the contrivance he fet on. 
foot by means of his agent Jofeph Leman, (who plays, as abov^, 
upon Betty Barnes) fully anfwered, tho* he could not know what 
paflcd on the occafion between the two Ladies. 

This explanation is the more ncceflary to be given, as ieveral of 
cm Readers (thro* want of due attention) have attributed to Mr. 
XoveUce, on his behaviour to his Roiebud, a greater merit than 
^Niidueto him; and moreover imagined, that it was impiobable, that 
Baa, who was capable of adding fo generoufly (as they Aippofed) 
tfjr iaftance, fbould be guilty of any atrodna vilenefs. Not con* 
i^gt dut Love, Pride, Revenge, as he owns in Vol. I. Letter 
^Ipeie ingredients of equal force in his compofiuon;aAd that Rc« 
'^ai M/OmulMi to him* 
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I have feeo the girl. She is really a very pretty, a 
very neat, and, what is dill a greater beauty, a very 
innocent young creature. He who could have ruined 
fuch an undeugning home-bred, muft have been in- 
deed infernally wicked. Her Father is an Ironeft fimple 
man ; entirely fatisfiied with his child, and with her 
new acquaintance. 

I am almoft afraid for your heart, when I tell you, 
that 1 find, now I have got to rhe bottom of this in- 
quiry, fomething noble come out in this Lovelace's 
favour. 

The girl is to be married next week ; and This pro* 
moted and brought about by him. He is refolved, 
her Father fays, to make one couple happy, and wifhes 
he could make more fo [There's for yon^ my dear /J 
And having taken a liking alfo to the young fellow 
whom fhe profefTes to love, he has given her an hun- 
df ed pounds : The Grandmother a£tuaUy has it in her 
hands, to anfwer to the like fum given to the youth 
by one of his own relations : While Mr. Lovelacel) 
companion, attracted by the example, has given 
twenty-five guineas to the Father, who is poor, co- 
wards clothes to equip the pretty Ruflic. 

Mr. Lovelace and his friend, the poor man fays, 
when they firft came to his houfe, afiefied to appear 
at perfons cf low degree ; but now he knows the one 
(but mentioned it in confidence] to be Colonel Barrow, 
the other Captain Sloane. The Colonel he owns was at 
fifft vcT^fweet upon his girl: But upon her grandmo- 
ther's begging of him to fpare her innocence, he vowed, 
that he never would oScv any-thing but good counfel 
to her. He kept his word ; and the pretty fool ac- 
knowledged, that fhe never could have been better in- 
ftruAed by the roinifter himfelf from the Bible' book ! 
•—The girl pleafed me fo well, that I made her vific 
to me worth her while. 

But what, my dear, will become of us now ? — 
Lovelace not only reformed, but turned orcacViex V — 
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What will become of us now ? — Why, my fw^eex 
friend) your Gerterofity is now engaged in his favour I — 
Fie upon this Generojity / I think in my heart, that it 
does as much mifchief to the noble-minded, ;is Love 
to the ignobler. — What before was only a conditional 
Likings l am now afraid will turn to Liking uncondi- 
tionai, 

I could not endure to change my inveftive into pa- 
negyric all at once, and fo foon. We, or- fuch as I 
at leafV, love to keep ourfclves in countenance for a 
rafh judgment, even when we know it to be ra{h. 
Every-body has not your generofity in confcffing a 
miftake. It requires a greatnefs of foul frankly to do 
it. So I made ftill farther inquiry after his life and 
manners, and behaviour there, in hopes to find fome- 
ching bad : But all uniform ! 

Upon the whole, Mr. Lovelace comes out with fo 
much advantage from this inquiry, that were there the 
leall room for it, 1 fhould fufped the whole to be a 
plot Jet on foot to wajb a blackamoor white. Adieu, my 
dear. 

Anna Howe. 

LETTER XXVIIL 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mi/s Howe. 

Saturday^ April i , 
XJ A STY cenfurers do indeed fubjedt themfelves to 
*^ ^ the charge of variableotis aud inconfiftency in 
judgment : And fo they ought ; for, if you, even 
you, my dear, were fo loth to own a miftake, as in 
the inftance before us you pretend you were, 1 believe 
1 (hould not have loved you fo well as I really do love 
you. Nor could you, in that cafe, have fo frankly 
thrown the refleftion 1 hint at upon yourfelf, had not 
your mind been one of the moft ingenuous that ever 
woman boaflcd. 

Mr. Lovcla^ce has faults enow to dcArve very itytrt 

ccn* 
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cenfure, aliho* he be not guilty of this. If I were 
upon fuch terms with him as he could wifh me to be^ 
I (hould give him a hint, that this treacherous Jofeph 
Lemao cannot be y^ mz/r^ attached to him) as perhaps 
he thinks him to bet If he were, he would not have 
been fo ready to report to his difad vantage (and to Betty 
Barnes too) this flight affair of the pretty Ruftic. Jo- 
feph has engaged Betty to fccrecy ; promifing to let 
her, and her young Mafter too, know more, when 
he knows the whole of the matter: And this hinderi 
her from mentioning ir, as fhe is neverthelefs agog 
to dO| to my Sifter or Brother. And then ihe does not 
ehufe to difoblige Jofeph ; for altho' (he pretends to 
look above him, (he lifteos, I believe, to fome Love 
Stories he tells her. 

Women having it not in their power to begh a 
court(hip, fome of them very frequently, I believe, 
lend an ear where their hearts incline not. 

But to fay no more of ihefe low people, neither of 
whom I think tolerably of ; I muft needs own, that as 
I (hould for ever have defpifed this man, had he been 
capable of fuch a vile intrigue in his way to Harlowe- 
Place, and as I believed he was capable of it, it has in- 
deed [I own it has] proportionally engaged my Gene* 
refify, as you call it, in his favour : Perhaps more than 
J .have reafon to wifh it had. And, railly me a& 
you will, pray tell me fairly, my dear, would it not 
have had fuch an effeA upon you ? 

Then the r^^/ generofity of the aft. — I proteft, my 
beloved friend, if he would be good for the reft of his 
life from this time, I would forgive him a great many 
of his paft errors, were it only for the demonftration he 
has given in This, that he is capable of fo good and 
boontiful a manner of thinking. 

You may believe I made no fcruple to open his Let- 
ter after the receipt of your fecond on this fubjeft : 
Nor (hail I of anfwering it, as 1 have no reafon to find 
fault with if,— An article in his favoxir ^TOC\3Ltt.^\ivax.; 
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howerer^ fo much the eafier (I muft own) by way of 
amends for the ondue difpleafure I took agiuoft him; 
tho' he knows it not. 

It is lucky enough that this matter was cleared U]^ 
to roe by your friendly diligence io foon : For had I 
written before it was» it would have been to reinforce 
my difmiffion of him; and perhaps I (hould have men* 
tioned the very motive ; for it afieded me more than 
Z think it ought : And then^ what an advantage would 
that have given bim^ when he could have dbared up 
the matter fo happily for himfelf ! 

When I fend you this Letter of his^ you w9I fee 
how very humble he is : What acknowledgments of nn- 
iural impatience : . What confcHion of faults^ as you 
prognoftkated, 

A very different appearance^ I muft own, all thefe 
make, now the Story of the pretty Ruftic is cleared- 
upy to what they would have made^ had it not. 

Tou will fee how he accounts to me^ * that he 
' could not» by reafon of indifpo£ition» come for jtkj 
< Letter in peribn : And the forward creature labours 
^ the pointy as if he thought I (hould be uneafy that 
^ he did not.' I am indeed forry he fhould be ill on 
my account ; and I will allow, that the fufpenfe he 
has been in for fome time paft^ muft have been 
vexatious enough to fo impatient a fpirit. But all is 
owing originally to himfelf. 

Tou will find him (in the prefumptioa of being for- 
given) ' full of contrivances and expedients for my 
^ efcaping the threatened compulOon.' 

I have always faid, that next to being without fault, 
is the acknowledgment of a fault ; (ince no amend- 
ment can be ex.peAed where an error is defended : But 
you will fee, in this very Letter, an haughtincfs even 
in his fubmiflions.. Tis true,, i know not where to 
find fault as to the exprcffion : yet cannot I be fatif- 
ficd, that his humility is humilicy ; or even an humility 
*ipon fuch conviftion as one fliould be pleafed with^ 

To. 
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To be furcj be is far from being a police man: Yet 
18 not direfily and cbaraAeriflically, as I may fay, un* 
poKti. But Us is fucb a fort of politenefs^ as bas by 
a carelefnefs founded on very early indulgence, and 
perhaps on too much fuccefs in riper years, and an ar* 
rogance built upon both* grown into afiurednels, and^ 
of courfe, as I may fay, into indelicacy. 

The diftance you recommend at which to keep thefe 
meo> is certainly right in the main : Familiarity de^ 
firoys reverence : But with whom \ — Not with thofc* 
furelyj who are prudent, grateful, and generous. 

But It is very difficult for perfons, who would avoid 
ronoiog into one extreme, to keep clear of another. 
Hepce Mr. Lovelace, perhaps, thinks it the mark of 
a great fpirit to humour his pride, tho' at the ezpence 
of his politenefs : But can the man be a deep man, 
who knows not how to make fuch diftinftions as a 
perfon of but moderate parts cannot mifs ? 

He complains heavily of my * readinefs to take mor- 
' tal offence at him, and to difmifs him for ever : It 
^ \&2Lhigh conduft he fays, he muft be frank enough 

* to tell me ; a conduit that mud be very far from 

* contributing to allay his apprehenfions of the pof- 

< Ability that I may be profecuted into my Relations 

* meafures in behalf of Mr. Soknes.' 

Tou will fee how he puts his prefent and his future 
happinefs, ' with regard to both worlds, entirely upon 

* me.' The ardour with which he vows and promifes, 
I think the heart only can dictate : How ell'e can one 
goefs at a man's heart ? 

Tou will alfo fee, ' that he has already heard of the 

< Interview I am to have with Mr. Solmes ;' and with 
what vehemence and anguifh he exprefles himfelf on 
the occafion. — I intend to take proper notice of the 
ignoble means he ftoops to, to come at his early intel^ 
Ugcnce out of our family IF perfons pretendiog to 
principle bear not their te/limony againlt unprincipled 
aOions, what check can they have .^ 
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' Tou will fee, hovr paflionately he prefies me to oblige 
' him with a few lines, before the Interview between 
' Mr. Soioies and me take place (if, as he fays, it 
' muft take place) to confirm bis hope, that I have no 
^ view, in my prefenc difplcafure againft hirriy to give 
' encouragement to Solmcs, An apprehenlion, he 
^ fays, that he rouft be excufed for repeating ; efpe- 
' cially as the interfiew is a favour granted to that 
f inan, which I have refufed to him ; (ince, as he in* 
* &rs, were it not with fuch an expeAatioDj why 
' ihould tnj friends prefs it V 

I HAVE written; and to this effeftt'That I had 
never intended to write another line to a man, i^ho 
could tak« upon himfelf to reSedt upon my Sex and 
myfelf, for having thought fit to make ufe of my 
own judgment. 

* I tell him, That I have fubmitted to this Interview 
with Mr. Solmes, purely as an aA of duty, to fhew 
my friends, that I will comply with their commands 
as far as lean ; and that I hope, when Mr. Solmes 
himfelf fhall fee how determined I am, he will ceafe 
to profecute a fuit, in which it is impoifible he fhould 
fucceed with my confent. 

' 1 afTure him. That my averfion to Mr. Solmes is 
too fincere to permit me to doubt myfelf on this oc- 
caiion. But, neverthelefs, he muf\ not imagine, 
that my reje£ting of Mr. Solmes is in favour to him. 
That I value my freedom and independency too 
much, if my friends will but leave me to my own 
judgment, to give them up to a man fo uncontroul; 
able, and who (hews me beforehand what I have to 
expeft from him, were 1 in his power. 

* I exprefs my high difapprobation of the methods 
he takes to come at what paflcs in a private family; 
The pretence of corrupting other peoples fervants by 
way of reprifal for the Spies they have lit upon him^ 
I teh him, is a very poor excufe ; and no more 

la aa attempt to juDdfy oa^ rcit?^tkU£^"Si\s^ another.. 
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' There is, I obferve to him, a right aod wrong in 
' every-thing, let people put what glofles they pleafe 

< upon their adions. To condemn a deviation, and 
' to follow it by as great a one, what, I afk him, is 

* Thisy but propagating a general corruption ? A 

< Stand muil be made by fomebody, turn round the 
' evil as many as may, or virtue will be lofl : j4nd 

* Jhali it not h< I, 9. worthy mind would afk, that 

< fhall make this Stand ? 

* I leave him to judge, whether his be' a worthy 

* one, tried by this rule : And whether, knowing 
^ the imperuofiry of his own difpoficion, and the im- ' 
' probability there is that my Father and family will 
' ever be reconciled to him, I ought to encourage his 

* hopes ? 

* Thtle fpots and blemifties, I further tell him, give 

* me not earocfincfs enough fo^ any fake but his own, 

* to wilh biai in a juder and nobler train of thinking 

* and a£ting ; for that I truly defpife many of the 

* ways he allows himfelf in : Our minds are therefore 
' infinitely ditFcrent : ^nd as to his' prof eflions of Re- 

* formation, i muft tell him, that profufe acknow- 

* ledgmencs, without amendment, are biu to me as 
' ib many anticipating conceffions, which he may 

* find much eaficr to make, than either to defend 
'himfelf, or amend his errors. 

* 1 inform him, that 1 have been lately made ac- 

* quainted' [And lb 1 have by Betty, and fhe by my 
BrotherJ * with the weak and wanton Airs he gives 

* himlclf of dcxKii tiling againll Matrimony. I feverely 
' reprehend him on this occafion : And afk him, with 

* what view he can take fo witlefs, fo defpicable a 
' librrty, in which only the molt abandoned of men 
' allow thcmfclves, and yet prefume to addrtfs me ? 

« X icll hiin. That if I am obliged to go to my 
' Uncle Antony's, it is not to hn inferred, that I muft 

* therefore neccffarily be Mr. SoUne.^'s vA^irc : Since I 

* may not be fo fuic perhaps that ihc f^tmc e.^^t^v\o^% 



\m& 
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^ lie fb ftronglj againft my quitting a houfe to wliich 
^ I {hall be forcibly carried, as if I left my Father's 
' houfe : And| at the wor{V, I may be able to keep 
^ them in fufpenfe till my Coufia Morden comes, who 
' will have a right to put me in pofleffion of my 
* grandfather's Edate, ii I iofift upon it/ 

This, I doubt, is fomewbat of an anifice ; which 
can only be excufeable, as it is principally defigoed to 
keep him out of mifchief. For I have but little hope^ 
if carried thither, whether fenfible or fcnfelefs, if I 
am left to the mercy of my Brother and Siller, but 
they will endeavour to force the folemn obligation 
upon me. Otherwife, were there but any profpeft of 
avoiding this, by delaying (or even by taking thiogs to 
make me ill, if nothing elfe would do) till my Goufin 
comesj I hope I (faould not thick of leaving even my 
Uncle's houfe. For I ihould not know how to fqtiare 
it to my own principles^ to difpenfe with the duty I 
owe to my Father, wherever it (hall be hb Will to 
place me. 

But while you give me the charming hope, that^ in 
order to avoid one man, I fhall not be under the ne- 
ccffity of throwing myfelf upon the Friends of the 
other ; I thiuk my caie not abfolutely dtfperate, 

I SEE not any of my family, nor bear from them 
in any way of kindnefs. This looks as if they them- 
felves expe^ed no great matters from that Tuefday's 
conference which makes my heart flutter every time I 
think of it. 

My Uncle Antony's prefence on the occafion I do 
not much like ; But I had rather meet him than my 
Brother or Sifter : Yet my Uncle is very impetuous* 
I can't think Mr. Lovelace can be much more fo ; at 
leaft he cannot hok Anger, as my Uncle, with his 
harder features, can. Thefe fca-profpered Gentlemen, 
as my Uncle has often made me think, not ufed to 
stDy but elemental controul, and even ready to buffet 
5 That, 
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Thar, bluftcr often as violently as the Winds they are 
accuftomed to be angry at. 

I believe Mr. Solmes will look as much like a fool 
as I fhall doy if it be true, as my Uncle Harlows writes, 
and a^ Betty often tells me, that he is as much afraid 
of feeing me, as I am of feeing him« 

Adieu, my happy, thrice happy Mifs Howe^ who 
have so hard terms affixed to your duty I — Who have 
nothing to do, but to fail in with a choice your Mo- 
ther has made for you, to which you have not, nor 
can have, a juft ol^ejlion : Except the frowardnefs 
•( our Sex, as our fic^e cenfurers would perhaps take 
f he Kberty to fay, makes it on^, that the choice was 
your Mother's, at firA hand. Perverfe nature, we 
know, loves not to be prefcribed to ; altho* youth is 
not fo well qualified, either by fedatenefs or experience,' 
to chufe for itfelf. 

To kn&w your own happinefs, and that it is nowg 
nor to leave to afier^refleSlim to look back upon the 
preferable paft with a heavy and felf-accufing heart, 
that yop did not chufe it when you might have chofen 
it, is all that is neceflary to complete your felicity I— « 
And this power is wilhed you by 

Your 
Clarissa Harlowe. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Mifs Howe, To Mifs Clarissa Harlowe* 

Sunday f j^prii 2. 

T Ought yefterday to have acknowledged the receiP^ 
* of your Parcel t Robin tells me, that the Jofcp^ 
Leman whom you mention as the traitor, faw him* 
He was in the poultry*' yard, and fpoke to Robin over 
the bank which divides that from the Green-Lane. 
' What brings you hither, Mr. Robert I — But I can 
' telL Hie away, as faft as you can.' 

No doubt but their dependence upon thU €^VVy«*^ 
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Yigilance^ and upon Bctt}i's, leaves you more at li- 
berty in your Airings, chaa you would otberwife be. 
But you are tbe only perfon I ever beard of. who in 
fucb circumftaoces had not fome faithful fervant to 
truft little of^ces to. A poet, my dear, would not 
have gone to work for an Angelica, without giving 
her her Violetta, her Cleantbe, her Cleliai or fome 
fucb pretty-named confidante — An old nurfe at the 
leaft. 

I read to my Mother feveral paflagcs of your Let- 
ters. But your lad paragraph, in your ye(lerday*s» 
quite charmed her. You have won her heart by ir^ 
ihe told me. And while her fit of gratitude for it 
laflcd, I was thinking to make my propofal, and to 
prcfs it with all the earneftnefs I could give it, when 
Hickman came in, making his legs, and flroking his 
cravat and rufHes. 

I could mofl freely have ruffled him for it. As it 
was — Sir, faid 1 , fa w you not fome of the fervants ? — 
Could not one of them have come in before you ? 

He begged pardon : Looked as if he knew not whe- 
ther he had beft keep his ground, or withdraw: — Till 
my Mother, his faft friend, interpofed — Why, Nancy, 
we are not upon particulars. — Pray, Mr. Hickman, 
fit down. 

By your le — ave, good Madam, to me. You knoir 
his drawl, wlien his mufclcs give him the refpeftful 
hefitation. — 

Ay; ay, pray fit down, horeft man, if you arc wea- 
ry — But by my Afamma, if you pleaie. 1 dciire my 
hoop may have iis full circumference. All they're 
gQod for, that I know, is to clean dirty ihoe?, and to 
keep fellows at a didance. 

Strange gij 1 ! cried my Mother, difpleafed ; but 
With a milder turn. Ay, ay, Mr Hickman, fit down 
by me : 1 have no i'uch /orhidding (oily in my drefs. 

I looked ftrioiis ; and in my heart was glad this 
fpeech of hers was not made to your Uncle Antony. 

My 



My Mother, with the true Widow's freedom, 
^ould sstghty prudemljr have led into the fubjedl we 
had been upon ; and would have had read to him, t 
queftion no^ that very paragraph m your Letter which 
is fo much in his favour. He was highly obliged to 
dear Mifs Harlowe, fhe would alTure him ; that (he 
rffrf^fay— - 

But I afked hia>^ if he had any news by his lad Let* 
ters from London-^A queftion which he always un- 
-derftands to be a fiihje^l'changer ; for otherwife I he* 
irer put it. And fo if he be hut filent| I am not an- 
gry witli him that he. anfwers it not. 

1 chuie not to mention my propofal before him, tit! 
9 know how "it t^iti be relifiied by my Mother. If it 
l>e not well received, perhaps I may employ him on the 
pccafion. Tet I don't like to owe him an obUgation^ 
if I could help it. 'For men who have his views ia 
their heads, do fo parade it^ fo ftrut about, if a wo- 
man condefcend to employ them in her affairs, that 
OJQe has no patience with them. 

However, if I Jind not an opporttinity this day, Z 
i^ill make one to-morrow. 

I (hall not open either of your fealed-up Parcels^ 
hut in your prefcnce. There is nO need. Your con- 
duct is out of all quedion with me : And by the ex- 
tradts you have given roe from his Letters and your 
own, I know all that relates to the prefent fituatioa 
x>f things between you. 

I was going to give you a little flippant hint or two^ 
But (ince you wi& to be thought foperior to all our 
Sex in the command of yourielf ; and fince indeed 
you deferve to be thought fo ; I will fpare you. Tou 
are, however, at times, more than half inclined to 
fpeak out. That you do not> is only owing to a little 
baihful ftruggle between you and your/elf, as I may 
iky. Whdn that is quite got over^ I know jou will 
favour me undifguifedly with the refult. 

i cannot forgive you taking upon you (^^l fe «i\*k- 
Vol. IL I n^^^m^. 
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• vagant a rate too) to pay my Mother's fervant. In- 
deed I amj and I will be^ angry with you for it. A 
year's wages at once well nigh ! only a?, unknown to 
jny Mother, I make it better for the iervancs accord- 
ing to their merits — How ic made the man ftare ! — 
And it may be his ruin too, as far as I know. If he 
fhould buy a ring, and marry a forry body in the 
neighbourhood with the money, one would be loth, 
,a twelvemonth hence, that the poor old fellow fhould 
think he had reafon to wifh the bounty never con- 
ferred. 

/must give you your way in thefe things, you fay. 
^— ^And rknow there is noconcracli£\ing you : For you 
were ever putting too great value upon little offices 
done for you^ and too little upon the great ones you 
do for others. The fatisfadion you have in doing fo, 
I grant it, repays you. But why fhould you, by the 
noblenefs of your mind, throw reproaches upon the 
reft of the world? Particularly, upon your own fa- 
mily — and upon ours too ? 

If, as I have heard you fay, it is a good rule to give 
Words the henringy hut to form our judgments cf men 
and thiyigs by Deeds only ; what (hall wc think of 
one, who feeks to find palliatives in vjordsy for nar- 
rownefs of heart in the very perfons her deeds fo fi- 
]cq/jjr^ yet fo forcibly, reflect ijpon ? Why blu(h you 
cio?/Tiiy dear friend, to be thus fingular ? — When 
you meet with another perfon whofc mind is like your 
ownt then difplay your excellencies as you pleafe : 
But till then, for pity's fake, let your heart and your 
ipirit fufi^sr a little contraftion. 

I intended to write but a few lines ; chiefly to lest 
you know, your Parcels arc come fafe. And accord- 
ingly Ibegan^n a large hand; and I am already come 
to the end : f my fecond fheet. But I could write a 
.^uire Without hefitation upon a fubjeft ib copious 
and ib l^eloved as is your praife. — Not for this (ingle 
'inllancc of jJUi generofity j lince I am really angry 

with 
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with you for it ; but for the benevolence exemplified 
in the whole tenor of your life and aftions ; of which 
this is but a common indance. Heaven direA you, 
in your own arduous trials, is all I have room to add ; 
and make you as happy, as you think to be. 

Tour own 

Anna Howe. 

LETTER XXX. 

Mfs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Sunday Nighty ^pril 2. 

J Have many new particulars to acquaint you with 
that ifhew a great change in the behaviour of my 
friends to me. I did not think we had fo mnch Art 
-among us, as I find wc have. I will give thefe parti- 
culars to.you'^'s ihty oflTcred. 

All the family was at church in the morning. They 
brought good Dr. Lewen with them, in purfuance of 
a previous iavira'ion. And the doctor fent up to de- 
fiic my permiflion to attend me in ray own apartment. 

You may believe it was eafily granted. 

So the dOiSlor came up. 

We had a convcrfation of near an hour before d!n- 
•Dcr : But, to niy lurprifc, he waved every-thing that 
would have led to the Ibbjcdt I fuppofed he wanted to 
talk about. At laft, I aiked him. If it were not 
thought flrange I Qiould be ^o long abient from church? 
He made me Tome handfome compliments upon it : 
But faid, for his part, he had ever made it a rule, to 
avoid interfering in the private concerns of familie?^ 
unlefs defired to do fo. 

I was prodigioiifly difappointcd : But fuppofipg that 
he was thought too juft a man to be made a judge of 
.in this caufe'; I led no more to it : Nor, when he 
was called down to dinner, did he take the lead no- 
tice of leaving me behind him there. 

But this was not the firfl timeliacc ca^ cQXi&cit.\s^^^^ 
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that I thonght it a hardthip not to dioe below. And 
when I parted with him on the ftairs, a tear would burft 
its waf ; and he hurried down ; his own good-natured 
eyes glifteniog ; for he faw it. — Nor trufted he his 
Toice, left the accentJ fuppofe fhould have difcovercd 
bis^ concern ; departing m iilence ; tho' with his ufori 
graceful obligingnefs. 

I hear, that he praifed me, and my part in the con- 

^erfation that pafled between us — ^To fliew them, I 

fuppofe that it was not upon the intertfting ful^jefts 

which I make no doubt he was dciired not to enter 

kVpon. 

He left me fo diflatisfied, yet fo perplexed with this 
riiew way of treatment, that I never round myfelf fo 
:much difconccrtedj and out oF my train. 

But I was to be more fo. This was to be a day of 
^puzzle to me« Pregnant puzzle, if I may fo fay: 
For there muft great meaning lie behind iu 

In the afternoon, all but my Brother and Sifter went 
to church with the good doctor ; who left his com- 
pliments for me. I took a walk in the garden : My 
Brother and Sifter walked in it too, and kept me in 
their eye a good while, on purpofc, as I thought, that 
1 might fee how gay and good-humoured ihey were 
together. At laft they came down the walk that I 
was coming up, hand-in-hand, Lover-like. 

Your fervant, Mifs — Your fervant, Sir — pafled be- 
tween my Brother and me. 

Is it not cold-ifti, Sifter Clary ? in a kinder voice 
than ufualy faid my Sifter, and ftopped. — I ftopped^ 
and courtefied low to her half courtefy. — i think not. 
Sifter, faid I. 

She went on. I courtefied without return ; and 
proceeded ; turning to my pouhry-yard. 

By a fhorter turn, arm-in-arm, they were there 
fccfore me, 

1 think, Clary, faid my Brother, you muft prefent 
^03c with fomc of this brced| for Scotland* 

U 
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If you plcafe, Brother. 

I'll chofe for you, faid my Sifter. 

And while I fed thecn, they pointed tO half a dozen : 
Yet intending nothing by it, I believe, but to (hew a 
deal of love and good-humour to each other before me. 

My Uncles next (at their return from church) were 
to do me the honour of their notice. They bid Betty 
tell me, they would drink Tea with me in my own- 
afMirtment. Now, thought f, (hall I have the fubjedt < 
of next Tuefday enforced upon me. 

But they contradiAed the Order for Tea, and only ' 
my Uqcle Harlowe came up to me. 

Half-diftant, half-affeftionate, at hjs entering my 
chamber, was the air he put on to his Daughter- Niece^ » 
as he ufcd to call me ; and I threw myfelf at his feet, 
and befought his favour. 

None of thefe difcompofures, child. None of thefe 
apprehenfions. Tou will now have every-body's fa- 
vour. AlF is -coming about^ my dear. I was impa- 
tient to fee you. I could no longer deny myfelf this * 
fatisfaflion. He then raifed me, and kifled me, and 
called me. Charming creature! 

But he waved entering into any intereftiog fubjeA. 
AU will be well now : All will be right. — No more 
complainings! £very: body loves you!-^I only came 
to make my earlieft count to you ! [were his conde- 
fisending words] and to fit and talk of twenty and 
twenty fond things, ,as I ufed to do.^^And let every 
piaft difagreeable thing be forgotten ; as if nothing had- 
happened. 

He underftood me as beginning :to hint at^the dif> - 
gitace of my confinement — No dlfgrace,.iny dear, can 
fall to your lot : Your reputation is too well eilabiiih- 
ed.i — I longed to fee you, repeated he — I have feea 
no-body half fo amiable fince I faw you laft. 

And again he kifled my cheek, my glowing cheek ; 
for 1 was impatient, 1 was vexed, to be tbLM'^^ "^"^ V 
tkoughr, played upoQ i And how couV4 V \>& xXi9kS^>3\ 

1 3 A^^ 
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for a vifit, that (it now w^s evident) was only a too 
humble artifice, to draw me in againd the next Tuef- 
day, or to leave me inexcufable to them all ? 

O my cunning Brother ! — This is his contrivance* 
And then my anger made me recollect the triumph 
in his and my Sifter's fondnefs fbr each otherjas prac^ 
tifed before me ; and the mingled indignation flafhiog^ 
from their eyes as arm in arm they fpoke to mtf 
aiid the forced condefccnfion playing upon thieir lipS|i, 
nrhen theyv called mc Clary, and Sifter. 

Do you think I could, .with thcfe refleAionSj loob 
upon my Uncle Harlowe's ?ifit as the favour he iecmed 
defirous I fhould think it to be P^rrlndeed I could 4iocV 
and feeing him fo ftudiouXly avoid all recriminatioBr 
as I may call it, I gave into the affe&acion ; and foU 
lowed him in his talk of indifferent things ; While he 
feemed to admire This thing and That, as if he had 
never feen them before ; and now-and-thcn conJe* 
fcendingly kifled the hand that wrought fomc of the 
things he fixed his-eyes upon ; not fg much to admirft 
them, as to find fubje£t«. to divert what was mod iiv 
his head, and in niy heart. 

At his going away — How can I leave you. here by 
yaurfelf, my dear ? You, wbofe company ufed to en- 
liven us all. You are not expefied down indeed : BuD 
1 proteft I had a good mind to furprife your Father 
and Mother f-r— If 1 thought nothing would, arife that 
would be difagrceable — 'My dear, my love \ [O the 
dear artful gentleman ! How could my Uncle Har- 
lowe fo diflemble ?] What fay you ? "Will you give mc 
your hand ? Will you fee your Father ? Can you (land 
his difpieafure, on firft feeing the dear creature who 
has given bim and all of us fo much difturbance ? Can 
you promife fuiure-^ 

He faw mc rifiogin my temper — Nay,, my dear, 
jnterrupiing himfelf, if you cannot be all rcfignation, 
/ would not have you think o{ it. 
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temper, was full. Tou know, my dear, T never could 
bear to be dealt meanly with ! — How — how can you^ 
Sir ! You, my Papa-Uncle — How can you. Sir ! — 
The poor girl ! — Fori could not fpeak with connc^xion. 

Nay, my dear, if you cannot be all duty, all re- 
fignation — better ftay where you are. — But after the 
Inftance you have given— 

Inftance I have given ! — What Inftance, Sir ? 

Well, well, child, better ftay where you are, if 
yotir paft confinement bangs fo heavy upon you — But 
now there will be a fudden end to it. — Adieu, my 
dear! — Three words only — Let your compliaote be 
iincere ! — And love me^ as vou ufed to love me-^ ' 
Tour Grandfather did not do id much for you, as I 
will do for you. 

Without fuflfering me to reply, he hurried away» 
at I thought, like one who had been employed to aft 
apart againft his will, and was glad it was over. 

Don't you fee, my dear Mifs Howe, how they are 
all determined \ — Have I not reafon to dread next 
Tuefday ? 

Up prefently after came my Sifter :— To obfer\:e, 
I fuppofe^the way I was in. 

She found me in tears. 

Have you not a Thomas a Kempis, Sifter ? with a 
ftrflTair. 

I have, Madam. 

Madam / How long are we to be at this diftance, • 
eiary ? 

No longer, my dear Bella, if you allow me to call 
you Sifter. And 1 took her hand. 

No fawning neither, girl i 

I withdrew my hand as haftily,- as you may believe . 
I ftiould have done, had I, in feeling for one of your 
parcels undtr the wood, been bitten by a Viper. 

I beg paroon, faid I — ^Too-ioo ready to make ad- - 
vances, I am always Aibjcft'vng m^fc\i V^ ^^Ti\s.TKsjvSi. 

1 4 . ^^^^^ 
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Pcopk who know not how to keep a middle be- 
haviour, faid (he, muft cver-xnore do fo, 

I will £ctch you the Kempis^ Sifter. I did. Here 
it is. You will find excellent things, Bella^^ in tha^ 
lictle book. 

I wi(b, retorted fbc, you had profited by thetn. 

I wi(h ^ou may, faid I. Bxampie from a. Sifter 
older than one's ielf is a fine thing. 

Older I Saucy little fool l*^Aiid away (be flung. 

What a captious old woman will my Sifter make». 
if fhe live to be one (r^nlemanding the reverence,, per- 
baps, yet not aiming at the merit ; and sUhamcd of the 
years that can only intiilc her to the reverence.. 

It is plain from what i have related^ that they thifik 
they have got me at fome advantage by obtaining tsa 
confent to this Interview : But if it were not, BettjV 
impertinence juft now. would make it evident. She 
has been complimenting me upon it ; and upon the 
Tifii of my Uncle Harlowe. She fays the difficulty 
BOW is more than half over with me. She is fure I 
would not fee Mr Solmes, hiit to have him. Now 
ihall ihe be fbon better employed than of late (he has. 
been. All hands will be at work. She loves dearly to 
have weddings go forward !^-Who knows whofe 
turn will be next ? 

I found in the afternoon a reply to my Anfwer to 
Mr. Lovelace's Letter. It is full of promifes, full Df 
vows of gratitude, of eternal gratitude, u his word,, 
among others ftill more hyperbolic. Yet Mr. Love- 
lace, the leaft of any man whofe Letters I have fceo, 
runs into thofe elevated abfurdities. I ftiould be apt to 
defpife him for it, if he did.. Such language looks aU 
^ays to me, as if the flatterer thought to^nd a woman 
a fool, or hoped to make her one. 

* He regrets my indifference to him ; which puts 
^ all the hope he has in my favour upon the (hocking 
* wfagc I receive from my friends, 

* As to my charge upon him of unpolitenefsand un- 
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^controulablenefs — What [he afks] can he fay ? 
SiQce being unable abfolutely to vindicate hiLnfclFy 
he has coa much iagenuoufntifs to atempt to do i'o i 
Yet is flruck du.ii by my harih coaftrudtida, that his 
acknowledging temper isonring more to his carelef- 
nefs to defend -himrelf, .th<in to his incliDation to 
amend. He had never before met with the objec- 
tions agatnft his morab^ Nvhich I had raifed, Jujily 
raifed;- And he was refolved to obviate them. Whac 
is it, heafk^) that-he -haspromiied, but reformation 
'by- my example ? A^ whae^occafioo for the pro- 
mifeyif he had not faults, and thofe very great ones^ 
'to tctorta^l He hopes, ackoowledgment of an error 
is no bad fign ; altho' my fevcre- virtue has inter- 
preted it into one. 

^ He* beUevcs, I may be right (^z>fr^(|i^ right, he 
^XalU it) in my- judgment agaiuft making reprifals ia 
the- cafe of^he intelligence he receives from my fa- 
mily » Hccanuot charge himfelf to be of a temper 
that-lekds him 4o be^inquliitive' into any body's pvj- 

/Vate afi^lrs ; but hopes, that the circumilances of* 
tbe.-cafe^and the-drange .condudl of my friends, will 
excufe him ; efpecially, when fo much depends upoa 
his knowing the movements^of a family fo violently 

.benir by mcafures right' or wrong, to carry their 

point'cagainil me, in malice to him. People, he fays, , 

who adt like Aogels, ought to have Angels to deal 

'with. For his part, he has not yet learned the dif-» 

ficult Icflbn ot-returning good for evil: And (hall 

"think himfeif the lefs encouraged to learn it by the 

treatment I have met with from the very perfotis, 

"who would trample uponhim, as they do upon me, 

' were he to lay himlielf under their feet.. 

* He excufes himfeif for the liberties he owns he has 

heretofore taken in ridiculing the Marriage-ftate. It 

is a iu^jeft, he fays, that he has not of late treated 

fo lightly. He owns it to be fo trite, fo beaten a 

« topic with all Libertines and Wiaiog& \ tv> i:\^vV>^^ 
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* fo empty, To nothing -meaning, fo worn-out atheme« 
' that he is heartily afhamed of himfelf, ever to have 

* made it his. He condemns ir as a fVupid refledlion 
' upon the Laws and Good Order of Society, and 
^ upon a man*s own Anceftors : And in himfclf^ who 
< has fomc rcafon to value himielf U{)on his defcenc 

* and allisincies, more cenfurable, than in thofe who 
' have not the fame advantage to boa(^ of. He promift^s 

* to be more circumfpedt than ever, both in his words 
^ and actions, that he may be more and more worthy 
' of my approbation ; and that he may gtve an afiu- 
' ranee before-hand, .that a foundation is laid in his 

* mind for tny example to walk upon with equal rc- 

* putation and cfFcft to us both ;— ^It he may be fo 

* happy to call me his. 

* He gives me up, as abfoUitely loO, if I go to my 
« Uncle Antony's: The dole confine men t ; The 
« Moated houfe ; The Chapel ; The implacableners 

* of my Brother and Siilcr, and their power over the 

* reft of my family, he fcts forth in fbong lights ; and 

* plainly fays, that he muil have a llrugglt to prevent 

* my being carried thiihcr/ 

Your kind, your gciici-oiis cndeavouis to inicreft 
your Mother in my b;jhalf, will, 1 hope, prcveo 
ihofe harfher ex'Ttmiiics to which I nilght be oihc' 
wile driven. And to you 1 will lly. if permitted, af 
keep all my prcmifcs, of not correfponding with an 
body, not feeing any- body, but by your ^k) the 
dirciftion and youis. 

I v.*ill clofe and (Jepofire at This place. It is not 
CCiTaiy to fay, How much I a.n 

Tour ever atfcclionaic /ytiJ o^fi^r'd 

Cl. Harlow; 

LETTER XXXI. 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlov/e, To Mi/s IIowf 
y Am glad my Papers are fafi in your hands. 
•* mukc i: my eiide'a.\^\xv lo d'ifv.vi^ vour g'^a 
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nion, that I mij not at once difgrace your judgmcnr^ 
SLAd my own heart. 

I have another Letter from Mr. Lovelace. He Is 
extremely apprehenfivc of the meeting I am to have 
with Mr. Solmes tomorrow. He fays, ' That tlie 

* airs that wretch gives himfelf on the occafion, add 
' to his concern ; and it was with iniimte difficulty that 
^ he prevails upon himfelf not to make hi%n a vifit to 

* let him know what he may expefl, if compuliit^n be 

* ufcd towards me in his favour. He aflTures me, That 
^ Solnus has actually talked with tradefmen of new 

, * equipages, and names the people in town with whom 
' he has treated : That he has even' [Was thdre ever 
fuch a horrid wretch ! j * alloted This and That apart- 
' ment in his houfe, for a Nurfery, and other offices.' 
How (hall I bear to hear fuch a creature talk of 
Love to me ? I Ihall be out of all patience with him. 
Befides, I thought that he did not dare to makeor talk 
■ of theie impudent preparations — So inconfident a*" fuch 
are with my Bt^other's views — But I fly the fubj .ft. 

Upon this ct)nfidence of Solmes, you will Itfs won- 
der at that of Lovelace, * in prcdiiig me in the name 
of all his family, to efcape from fo determined a vio- 
lence as is inrends^d to be offered to me at my Un- 
cle's : That the forward contriver fliould propofe 
Lords M's chariot and Six to be at the fl:ile that leads 
up to the lonely coppice adjoining to your padlock. 
T"6u will fee how audaciouHy he mentions Settle- 
ments ready drawn ; horfcnien ready to mount ; and 
one of his Coufins Montague to be in the chariot, 
or at the George in the neighbouring village, wait- 
iog to accompuny me to Lord M's, or to Lady 
Betty's or Lady Sarah's, or to Town, as I pleafe; 
and upon fuch orders, or conditions, and under fuch 
I'cih iftions as to himfelf, as I ihall prefcribe.' 
You will fee how he threatens, • To watch and 
way-lay ihcm, and to re/ciie mt*, as he calls it, by an 
' armed forte of friends and fcrv auu, \i vYv&Y ^^^^v^^^^ 

16 \ ^^ 
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* to carry meagaioft my will to my Uncle's; andrhiss 

* whether I give my confent to the cnterprizc^ or ncc= 

* — Since he ihall have no hopes if I am once there 

my dear friend ! Who can think of thefe things^ 
and not be extremely miferable in her apprehcniions 

This mifchievous Sex ! What had I to do with an^ 
of them ; or they with mc I — I had deferred This, 
vrtTt it by my own feeking, by my own giddinefs,, 
that I had brought myfelf into this (ituat'ron — I wtlh 
with all my heart — But how fooliihly we are apt to 
vrifh when we find ourfelves unhappy^ and know not 
how to help ourfeWes ! 

On your Mother's goodnefs, however, is ray rc» 
liance. If I can but avoid being precipitated on either 
hand, till my Coufin Morden arrives, a Reconcilia- 
tion muft follow ; and all will be happy. 

1 have dcpoiited a Letter for Mr. Lovelace ; ia 
which, * I charge him, as he would not dVfobHge mi 

* for ever, to avoid any rafli ftep, any vifit lo Mr. 

* Solmes, which may be followed by a^s of violence/ 

I re-afTure him, ' That I will fooner die than be ^ 

* that man*s wife. 

« Whatever be my ufage, whatever fhall be the rc- 

* fult of the apprehended interview, 1 iniift upon it 

* that he prefumc not to offer violence to any of my 
' friends: And exprefs inyfelf highly difpleafed, that he 

* fhould prefume upon fuch an intereft in my eftccitJ^ 

* as to think hirofelf intiikd to difpuie my Father's Aa^ 

* thority in my removal to my Uncle's ; altho' I ttl* 

* him, that I omit neiiher prayers nor contrivancr^ 
' even to the making o{ ni>fclf il!, to avoid going.* 

To-morrow is Tucfday ! How (oon comes upox^ 
lis the day we dread ! — O that a deep flcep of twemy-< 
four hours would fcize my faculties — But then ih^ 
next day would be Tuefday, as to all the effeiSts and 
purpofes for which 1 fo much dread if. If this reach, 
vou before the event of the fo much apprehended In- 
icxview can be known, pray for Tour 

Cl^kissa Harlowe. 
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LETTER XXXTI. 

M^s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Tuefday Morning y Six, o'ClocIL 

T^ H E day ts came ! — I wifh it were happily over* 
"* I bavc had z, wretched night,. Hardiy a wink 
have I ilepr, riuninating upon- the approaching Liter* 
view^ The very dillnnce oi tixse to which they con" 
icnted, has added folemnity to the meetings which^ 
otherwife it would, not have had» 

A thoughtful mind is not a hleflti:ig to-be coveted^. 
Qolefs it had fuch. a hap{^ vivacity with it as yours : 
A vivacity^, which enables a perfon to enjoy tht pre* 
fintt without being, over-aoxious about ihc/tUure^ 

T^uejdcef^ Eleven o^ChcK 
I HATE barf a vifit from my Aunt Hervey. Betty, 
in her alarming way, told me, I ihould have a Lady 
to breakfalt wich me, whom I little expedted ; giving 
me to believe it was my Mother. Tnis fluttered me 
fo much, on hearing a Lady coming up-ftairs, fup- 
pofing it was (he (and not knowing how to account 
for her motives in fuch a vifit, after I had been fo 
long banifhed from her prefencc) that my Aunf, at 
ker entrance, took notice of my diforder ; and afcer 
her firft falutation. 

Why, Mifs, faid (he, you feem furprifed. — Upon 
my word, you thoughtful young Ladies have ftrangc 
appreheniions about nothing at all. What, taking 
my hand, can be the matter with you ? — Why, my 
dear, tremble, tremble, tremble at this rate ? You'll 
not' be fit to be feen by any-body. Come, my Love, 
kiiliog my cheek, pluck up a courage. By this need- 
kfs fiutter on the approaching Interview, when it is 
over, you will judge of your other antipathies, and 
kugh at yourfeif for giving way to fo apprehenfive an 
imagination. 
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I faid, that whatever we ftrongly imagiQed, was>" 
in its cffcds at the time, more than imaginarj-,. altho' ' 
to others it might not appear io : Tniat I had not 
rcOred one hour all night : That the. impertinent fct '-'■ 
over me, by giving me room to think my Mo: her - 
was coming up, had io much difcoocerted me, that ' 
I (hould be very litde qualified to fee any-body- 1 dif*- 
Uked to f« c. ' . . 

There was no accounting fol^ thefe things, fhe-faid. 
Mr. Solmes lad night fuppofcd he ihould be under as 
much agitation as I could be. 

Who is it, then, Maditm, that fo relu£);aat an In- 
•tcrview on to:h fides, is to pleafc ? 

Both of you, my dcaf» I hope, after the firft flurries • 
lOLVC over. The moft apprchcnfive beginnings, J have 
often known, ^ake the happieil conclufions. 
, There can be but one happy conclufion to the in- - 
tended vific ; and that is, .That both fides may be fa- 
tisfied it will be the la ft. 

She then reprcfenud, hv^w unhappy it would be for 
■me, if I did not fufitir myfelt to be prevailed upon : 
She prcffcd me to receive Mr Solmes as became my 
Education i And declared, that his apprchenfions on 
the Expciftation he had of feeing me, were owing to 
his Love and his Awe ; inrimuting, That True Love 
is ever accompanied by Fear and Reverence ; and 
that no bluftering, braving Lover could dcfctve encou- 
ragement. 

To this I anfwered. That conftltuiion was to be 
confidered : That a man of fpirit would a6t likcr one, - 
.and could do noihing meanly : That a creeping mind 
would creep in every thing, where it had a view to 
obtain a benefit by it ; and iniiilr, where it had a power, 
and nothing to expert : That this was not a point 
now to be determined with me : That 1 had faid as 
much as I could poffibly fay on this fubjedl ; That 
^thia Interview was iiupofed upon me : By ihofe, in- 
cited, who had a right to impofe it : But that it was 

forciy 
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ibrely aga'mft mj will complied . wicK ; and for this 
reafoD, .That there was aver/ion,. not wilfuhefsy in 
the cafe-; and fo nothing could come of it but a 
pretcDcci asl much' apprehended, to ufe me flili more 
fcverely than I h^d be^ n ufed. , 

She was then pleafed to charge me with prepofTelfion 
and prejudice. . She expatiated upon the duty of a 
child. She imputed to me abundance of 'fine qualL^ 
lies ; bwt told me, Jthat, in this cafe, thftt of perfua- 
dablenefs was wanting locrown All. She infiilcd upon 
the merit of obfrdience, altho' my will were not in 
11^ From a little hint 1 gave of my ftill greater dif- 
like to fee Mr. Solmes,.on account of -the freedom I - 
ikad treated him with, (he talked to mc of his forgi- 
ving difpofiiion ; of his iniioite refpefi for me; and 
I-xaoDOt- tell' what of this fort, 

I aever found myfeif fb fretful in my life : And fo 
I'XoId my Aunt ; and begged her pardon for ir. , But 
ihc faid) it was wdl difguiled th&n ; for (be faw no- 
thing but little tremors, which were ufaal with young 
Ladies when they were to fee their Admirers for the 
Jirji time ; and this might be called (b, with refpeft 
CO me ; llnce it was the firft time I had confented to 

fee Mr. Solmes in. that light.-r-But that x\icnext . 

How, .Madam, interrupted I — Is it then imagined, 
that I give this meeting on that foot ? — 
To be befurc it if, child. 

To be fur e it is, Madam ! Then I do yet dcfire %o 
. decline it.-r-l will nor, .1 cannot, fee him^ if he ex- 
perts me to fee him upon thofe terms. 

Niccnefs, punctilio-*-Merc punftUiOj Niece !— Can 
you think th.it your appointment (Day, Place, Hour) 
and knowing what the intent of it was, is to be intt^r- 
. prcted away as a mere ceremony, and to mean no- 
• thing ? — Let me tell you, . my dear, your Father, 
Mother, Uncles, everybody, refpcdl this appoint- 
ment, as the. firit adt of your, coiupUance yiVt^ \W\^ 
wills : And therefore recede not, 1 de^va'^o>o^% "^^"^^ 
jDdk^a.imric ofwh^t cannot be avovdcOi* ^ 
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the hideous wretch ! — Pardon me, Madam — / 
to be fjppofed ro meet fiich a m^n as thstt^ with fach 
a view ! and Aj ro be armed' with fuch an expectation I 
— But it cannot be that he expeAs it, whiitever others 
may do. — le is plain- be cannot^ by the fear he tells 
you all,. he fhall have to fee me. If his %>^.wcrc fti 
audacious, he could noiftor (o much; 

Indeed, he has this hope ; and juftly founded ioo. But 
biafear arifes from his reverence, a» I told you before. - 

Hhriverence !-^—h\% unworthincfs !-l— 'Fis fo appa- 
rent, that even he himfelf fe^s it,.,as well as every ^ 
body clfe. Hence his offers to purchafe me l-r-Heccc 
it is, that Settlements are to make up for aoknowledged *> 
want of merit V 

His unvaoKthinefs ^ fay you J — Not fo f.fft'^,,my-dear*- 
Does not this look like fetting a high value upon 
yourfelf:? — We all have exalted notions of your me- 
rit,. Niece ; but neverthelefs, -it would not be wrong, . 
if you were to arrogate lefs to yourfclf ; tho* more wccc 
to be your due than your fpiends attribute to you. ^ 

1 am forry, ,Madam, it fhould be thought arrogance 
in me, to fuppofe I am not worthy of a better man . 
than Mr. Solmes, both as to perfon and mind : And - 
as to fortune, 1 thank God I defpife all that can be 
inliiled upon in his favour from lo poor a plea. 

She told me. It flgaified nothing to talk^, I kn&iir • 
the expedlation of every one. 

Indeed i did nor. It was impoffiblc I could think - 
of fuch a flrange cxpeftation, upon a compliance 
made only to Ihew I would comply iu all that was ki 
my power to comply with. 

I might caQly, ftie faid, have fuppofcd, that every 
one thought I was beginning to oblige them all, by 
the kind behaviour of my Brother and Siller to me in 
the garden, la(l Sunday ; by my Sifter's vliit to me 
afterwards m my chamber (altho' both more Jiifly 
received by me ^ than were eiiher wifhed or expeftcd) ; 
bf my Uncle Harlowe's ajSe^ionate vifit to me (he 

fame 
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£mie afternoon, not indeed fo very gratefully received 
as I ufed to receive his favours:— But this he kindij 
impated.to the difpleafure I had conceived at my con-> 
finement, and to my intention to come off by degrees, 
that i might keep myf^lf in countenance for. my pait 
oppofition. 

See> my dear, the lowi cunning of that Sunday* 
management, whichthen fb much iurprifed me ! And'r 
fee the reafon^why Or. Lewen was admitted to vific 
me» yet forbore, to enter upon a fubjeft about which I. 
thought- he. came to^ talk, to me !^— For it feems ther^ 
was no occafion to difpute with me on the point I 
was to be fuppofed to have conceded to. — See, alfo^ 
ho^ unfairly my Brother and Siller muft have repre- 
feiited their pretended kindnefs, when (tho' they had 
an end to anfwer by appearbig kind) their antipathy- 
10 me feems to hav;e bi^en fo (lrong» that they coul4 
not help infulting^ me by their arm-in-arm Lover-like 
. behaviour to each other ; as my Siller afterwards like* 
wife didp when fhe came ta borrow my Kempis. 

I lifted up my hands and eyes ! I cannot, faid I^ 
give this treatment a name ! The end fo unlikely to be 
aniwered by means fo low ! I know luhofe the whole 
is!. He that could get my Uncle H.iriowe to contri- 
bute his part, and procure the acquiefcence of the reft 
of my friends to it» mud have the powec to do any- 
thing with thcm.againft mc 

AgaianLvaunt told: me, that talking and. in vec- 
me, DOiiK I had given the expectation^ would ilgnify 
aothing. She hoped. I would not (hew every one^ 
that they had been too forward in their condrudtions^ 
of my defirc to. oblige ihem. She could afFure me». 
that it would be worie for me, if mv^i I. receded^.thaa 
i£I.had never advanced^ 

Advanced^, Madam ! How can you fay advanced t 
Why, this is a trick upon mc ! A poor low trick i 
Pardon me. Madam,,! don!t (ay you have a hand \a 
ii.r— But^ my dcarcll Aunt,, tdl me, NM\V\ v\o\. \sv\ 

\ 
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Mother be prefcnt at this dreaded Interview ? Will fhc 
not fo far favour me ? Were it but to qualify — 

Qualify ^ my dear, interrupted (he — Your Mother, 
and your Uncle Harlowe would not be prefeht on this 
occafion for the world — 

O then. Madam, how can they look upon my con* 
fent to this Interview as an advance f 

My Aunt was difpleafed at this home pufh. Mifs Cla- 
ry^ faid (he, there is no dealing with you. It would 
be happy for you, and for evcry-body elfe, were your 
obedience as ready as your wit. I will leave you^- 

Not in anger, I hopei Madam, interrupted I — 

All I meant was, to obferve, that let the meeting 
iflue as it may, and as it muji iJTue, it cannot be a. dif- 
appoinrment to any-body, 

O Mifs i you Teem to be a very determined young 
creature. Mr. Solmes will be here at your time : 
And remember once more, that upon the comiog 
afternoon depend the peace of your whole family, 
and your own happinefs. 

And fo faying, down fhe hurried* 

Here I will flop. In what way I flball refume, or 
when, is not left to me to conjecture ; much lefs 
determine. I am exceffively uneafy ! — No good news 
from your Mother, I doubt! — Iwill depoiit thus far, 
for fear of the worll. 

Adieu, my beft, rather, my only friend ! 

Cl. Harlowe. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 
Tuefday Evening ; and continued thro* the Night. 

WELL, my dear, I am alive, and here! But 
how long I (hall be either here, or alive, I can- 
not fay. I have a vaft deal to write ; and perhaps 
ftiall have little time for it. Neverthelcfs, I muft 
tffJJ jou how the faucy ftcxi^ ?i^^\i\ dlfcompofcd me, 
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when (he came up with this Solmes's melTage ; altho'^ 
as you will remember from my hft, I was in a way 
before that wanted no additional furprifcs. 

Mlfs 1 Mifs ! Mifs ! cried (he, as faft as (he could 
fpeak, with her arms fpread abroad, and all her fingers 
diftendedi and held up, will you be pleafed to walk 
down into your own parlour ? — There is evcry?body, 
I will aflure you, in full congregation! — And there is 
Mr. Solmes, as fine as a Lord, with a charming white 
{Hcruke, fine laced .(hirt.and ruffli^s, coat trimmed with 
filver, and a waiflco^t Handing an end with lace ! — 
Quife handfome, believe me ! — You never faw fuch 
an alteration ! — Ah I Mifs ! fhaking her head, 'tis 
pjty you have faid fo much againfl him ! — But you 
know how to come oEF, for all that !: — I hope it will 
not be too late ! — 

Impertinence ! faid Ir— Wert thou bid to come up 
in this fluttering way ? — And I took up my fan, and 
fanned myfelf. 

Bkf» me !: faid fhe, how foon thefe fine young 
Ladies will be put into flufterations I — I meant not 
cither to ofiend or frighten you, I am fure. — 

Evcry-body there, do you fay t — Who do you caH 
every-body ? — 

Why, MifSf holding out her left palm opened, 
ajid with a flouriAi, and a faucy leer, patting it with 
the fore-finger of the other, at every mentioned per- 
fon. There is your Papa ! — There is your Mamma ! — 
Thci^ is your Uncle Harlowe ! — There is your Un- 
cle Antony ! — Your Aunt Hervey ! — My young La- 
dy ! — And my young Mafter !. — And Mr, Solmes, with 
the air of a great Courtier, (landing. up, becaufe be 
named you :; — Mrs. Betty, faid he [Then the ape of 
a wench bowed and Icraped, as aukwardly as i fup- 
pofe the perfon did whom (he endeavoured to imitate]] 
El-ay give my humble fcivice to Mifs, and tell her, I 
wait her commands. 
, Was not ihis a wicked wench ? — i \t^rci\i\c.^ lo> A. 
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could hardly ftand, I was fpiteful enough to fay^ 
chat her young miftreft, I fuppofed, bid her pot oo 
thefe airs, to frighten- me out of. a capacity of be* 
having fo calmly as fhould .procure me my- XJncleV< 
compaffion. 

What a way do you put yourielf in, Mifs, faid 
the Infolentl — Come, dear Madam, taking up my. 
fan, which I had laid down, and approaching me 
with ir^ fanning,, (hall Ir«- 

None of thy impertinence 1 — But fay you, all my- 
friends are below with him I And am I to appear be^ 
fore them all f 

I can't tell if they'll ftay when you come. I thiidci 
they fecmed to be moving when Mr. Solmes gave fl^- 
his orders. — But what anfwer {hall T carry to thft 
'Squire \ 

Sav, I can't go ! — But yet when 'tis over, 'tis 
over! — Say, I'll wait upon — fll attend — I'll- comc- 
prefently — Say any thing ; I care not what — But give 
me my fan, and fetch me a^-glafs of water — 

Slfe went, and I fanned myfelf all the time ; for I! 
was in a flame ; and hemmed, and ftruggled with mf* 
(elf all I could \ and,, when (he returned, drank my 
water ; and finding no « hope prefently- of a quieter 
heart, I fen t her down,.,and followed her with preci* 
pitation; trembling fo, that, had Loot hurried, I: 
queftion if 1= could have gone down at all. — O my 
dear, what a poor, paffive machine is the body whea. 
the mind is difordered ! - ^ 

There are two doors to tw/ parlour,, as I ufed to^ 
call it. As I entered at one, my friends hurried out- 
at the other. I juft faw the gown of my Sifter, the 
laft who Aid away. My Uncle Antony went out' 
with them; but he ftaid not long, as you fliall hear : 
And they all remained in the next parlour, a wain- 
Icot partition only parting the two. I remember 
them both in one : But they were feparated in favour 
of us girls, ^ fjf each to receive her vifitors in at her. 
phdfurc. Mr* 
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Mr. Solmes approached me as ibon as I enteredi 
cringing to the ground, a vifible confufion in every 
feature of bis face. Afrer half a dozen choaked-up 
Madams^ — He was very forry— He was very much 
concerned — It W3S bis misfortune — And there he 
flopped, being unable piefently to complete a fen- 
teace. 

This g%ve me a little more prefence of mind. Cow- 
ardice in a foe begets courage in ooe's-ielf — I fee th^t 
plainly now — Yet perhaps, at bottom, the new-made 
bravo is a greater coward than the other. 

I turned from him, and feated myfelf in one of 
the fire-fide chairs, fanning myfelf. I have fince re- 
coUeded, that I mufl: have looked very faucily^ 
Could I have had any thmghts of the man, I fhould 
have defpifed myfelf for it. But what can be faid in 
the cafe of an averfion fo perfectly fincere I 

He hemmed five or fix times, as I had done above; 
and thefe produced a fentencc — That I could not but 
fee his confuiion. This fentence produced two or 
three more. I believe my Aunt had been my tutorefs; 
For it was his awe, his reverence for fo fuperlative a 
Lady [I aflure you !]. And he hoped — he hoped — 
three times he hoped, before he told me what — At 
laft it came out, that I was too generous (Generofity, 
he faid, was my charaAer) to defpife him for fuch— 
for fuch — for fuch — true lolceDs of his Love, 

I do indeed fee you under fome confufion, Sir ; 
■and this gives me hope^ that altho' I have been com*- 
pelled, as I may call it, to give way to this Interview, 
It may be attended with happier eflfeAs than I had 
apprehended from it. 

He had hemmed himfelf into more courage. 

You covld not. Madam, imagine any creature fo 
blind to your merits, and fo little attra£ted by them^ 
as eafily to forego the intereft and approbation he was 
honoured with by your worthy family, while he had 
any hope given him, that one day he uA^x^ \>^ >ca^ 
pepTeveriixicc and zeal, cxpe£t your £aNOUt* ^ 
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I am but too much aware, Sir, that it is upon the 
intereil and approbation you m&ntion, that you build 
fuch hope. It is impofliblc, oiherwife, that a man, 
who has any regard for his own happiotis, would per- 
fevcre agaiufl iuch declarations as I have made, and 
think myfelF obliged to make, in juflice to you^ as 
well as to myfelf. 

He had ieen many inftances, he told me, and had 
heard of more, where Ladies had feemed as averfe, 
dnd yet had be^ induced, fome by motives of com- 
pafTion, others by perfuafion of friends, to change 
their minds ; and had been very happy afterwards : 
And he hoped this might be the cale here. 

I have no notion, Sir, of conpliment, in an ar- 
ticle of fuch importance as this : Yet am I forry to 
be 01)1 iged to fpcak my mind fb plainly, as I am going 
to do. — Know then, that I have invincible objedions. 
Sir, to your addrefs. I have avowed them with an 
earneftncfs that, I believe, is without example : And 
why ? — Bccaufe I believe it is without example, that 
any young creature, circumftanced as I am, was evcir 
treated as I have been treated on your account. 

It is hoped, Madam, that your confcnt may in 
time be obtained — ?h^t is the hope ; and 1 fliall be a 
miferable man if it cannot. 

Better, Sir, give me leave to fay, you were mifer- 
able by youifclt, than that you Ihould make two ib. 

You may have heard, Madam, ihings to my dif- 
advanrap^e. No man is without encnues. Be pleafed 
to let me know what you have heard, and I will either 
own my faults, and amend ; or i will convince you, 
that I am baftly bejpattered: And once I underftand 
you overheard fomething that 1 ihould fay, that gave 
you offence : Unguardedly, perhaps ; Lui nothing but 
what (hewed my value, and that I would perfift io 
long as 1 could have hope. 

1 have indeed heard many things to your difadvan- 

tage: — md i was far from being pleafed with what I 

overheard fall from your lips : But as you were not 

8 ' any 
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any- thing to me, and never coull be, it was not for 
me to be concerned about the one or the other. 

I am forry. Madam, to heanhis, I am Aire you 
{hould not tell me of any fault, that I would be un- 
willing to correct in myfelf. 

' Then, Sir, correft this fault— Do not wifh to have 
a young creature compelled in the moft material article 
of Tier life, for the fake of motives (he defpifes ; and 
in behalf of a peifon ihe cannot value : One that has 
in her own right, fufficient to fet her above all your 
offers, and a fpirit that craves no more than what it 
bas^ to make iti'elf eaiy and happy. 

\ don't fee, Madam, how you would be happy, if 
I were to difcontinue my addrefs i Fdt — 

That is nothing to you, Sir, interrupted I : Do 
you but withdraw your pretenfions : And if it be 
thought fit to ftart up another man for my punifh- 
inent, the blame will not lie at your door. You will 
be intitled to my thanks ; and mod heartily will I 
thank you. 

He paufcd, and feemed a little at a lofs : And I 
was going to give him ftill ftronger and more perfonal 
^inftances of my plain-dealing ; when in came my 
Uncle Antony. 

So, Niece, (o ! — Sitting in State like a Queen, 
giving Audience ! haughty Audience ! — Mr. Soimes, 
why Hand you thus humbly ? — Why this diiUnce, 
man ? i hope to fee you upon a more intimate fooi- 
ing^bcfore we part. 

I arofc, as foon he entered — and approached him 
with a bent knee : Let me, ^ir, revcrencr. my Uncle, 
^hom I have not for fo long time fcen ! — Let me. Sir, 
befpeak your favour and compaflion. 

You will have the favour of every- body, Niece, 
when you know how to defv.rve it. 

If ever I deferved it, 1 deferve it now. — I have been 
hardly ufcd ! — I have made piopoi'ais that ought to be 
accepted, and fach as would not have been o/Jcd ^^ 
me. What have I done that L cuutX \^^ W\\\^^^ 
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and confined thus difgracefully ? That I nmft not be 
allowed to have anyfree-'will in an article that concerns 
xay prcfent and futurfc faapptnefs N-— 

Mifs Clary, replied my Uncle, you have iiad your 
^lU in every-ching tilltiow; and this makes your Ba- 
rents wills fit fo heavy upon you. 

My will, Sir ! Be plcafed to allow me to alk, What 
vas my will till now, but my Father's will, and Tours 
and my Uncle Hadowc's will ?' — Has it not been my 
pride to obey and oblige ? — I never aiked a favour, 
that I did not firft Ct dowrn and confider, if it were 
fit to be granted. And now, to ihew my obedience, 
have I not offered to live Single ? Have I not offered 
to divcft myfdf of my Grandfather *s bounty, and to 
caA -myfclf upon my Father's; and that to be with- 
drawn whenever I difoblige him ? Why, dear good 
Sir, am I to be made unhappy in a point fo concern* 
ing to my happtneis ? 

1 our Graofathcr's Efratc is not wlftied from you? 
You are not dc fired to live a Single Life. You know 
our motives, and we gucfs 2Lt yours. And, let me tcfl 
you, well as we love you, we would much fooncr 
chufc to follow you to the grave, than that j^oufS 
ihould tcvke place. 

1 will engage never to marry any man, without my 
father's confcnt, and Yours, Sir, and Every-body's. 
Did I ever give you caufe to doubt my word ? — And 
here I will take the folemnefl Oath that can be offer* 
ed me— 

That is the matrimonial one, interrupted he, with 
a big voice — And to this gentleman. — It (hall, it (hall^ 
Coufin Clary l-^-And the more you oppofe it, the 
worfe it iball be for you. 

This, and before the man, who feemed to affume 
courage upon it, highly provoked me. 

Thenj Sir, you fliall fooner follow me to the grave 
indeed — I will undergo the cruclleft death — I will 
ev€Q cofifent to enter into the awful vault of my an- 

ceftor»i 
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ceftors, and have that bricked up upao me, rather 
than confeat to be miferable for life. And, Mr; 
Solipes, turning to him, take notice of what I fay : 
This or any death, I will fooncr undergo [That will 
quickly be over] than be yours, and for ever unhappy f 

My Uncle was in a terrible rage upon this. He 
took Mr. Solmes by the hand, iliocked as the man 
feemed to be, and drew him to the window — Don't 
be furprifed, Mr Solmes, don*c be concerned at this. 
We know, and rapt out a fad oath, what women will 
fay in their wrath : The wind is not more boifterous, 
nor more changeable ; and again he fwore to That.-— 
If you think it worth your while to wait for fuch aa 
ungrateful girl as This, Til engage fhe^U veer about ; 
I'll engage uxcJhaU, And a third time violently fwore 
to it. 

Then coming up to me (who had thrown myfclf 
Tcry moch difordered by my vehemence, into the 
moft difiant window) as if he would have beat me ; 
his face violently working, his hands clenched, and 
bis teeth fet — Yes, yes, yes, hifled the poor gentle- 
man, you (hall, you (hall, you fhall, Coufin Clary, 
be Mr. Solmes's wife ; we will fee that you (hall ; 
and this in one week at farthcft. — And then a fourth 
time he confirmed it ! — Poor gentleman 1 how he 
/wore 1 

I am forry, Sir, faid I, to fee you in fuch a paflion. 
All This, I am but too fenfible, is owing to my Bro- 
ilier*s inftigation • who would not himielf give the 
inftance of duty that is fought to be exaAtd from 
inc. It is beft for me to withdraw. I (hall but pro- 
voke you farther, I fear 1 Fon altho* I would gladly 
obey you if I could, yet This is a point determined 
with me ; and I cannot fo much as ivijb to get it 
over. 

How could I avoid making thcfe ilrong dcclara* 
tJons» the man in prefence ? 

I was going out at the door I c;vmc vu ^X-, \Vkfc ^^^^^ 
Vol. 11. K i^.t.tcv&^ 
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tkmen looking vpon one mother, as if rcferrtog to 
each other what to dO| or whether to engage miy ftajfj 
or fuffer me to go ; and vhom (hould I meet at the 
door but my Brother, who had 'heard all that had 
pafled! . 

He bolted upon me 10 iinezpeftedly, that I was 
furprifed. He took mj hand, and grafped it with 
violence : Retnrni prettj Mifi^ laid he ; return, if 
you pleafe. You (hall not yet be h-icked tf/>.«^Toar 
fflfligcting Brother fliall fave you from Tbatir-^ 
thou faUeo aogeU faid he, peering up to my down* 
caft face— -fuch a fweetneft Aen /-—and fuch an oWU 
Qacy then I tapping my neck«-0 thou true woman-^ 
tho* fo young1-«-But you fliall not have ybor Rake ; 
Remember that ; jn a loud whifper, ai v he would 
be decently indecent before the man* Vou (hall be 
redeemed^ and this worthy gentleman, railing hii 
voice, will be fo good as to redeem jrou from cuin— 7 
and hereafter you will blefs him, or have reaibo tio 
blefs him, for his C9nd$jcenj%$n ; that was the brutal 
]Brother's word I 

He bad led me up to meet Mr. Solmes, whofe hand 
he took, as he held mine. Here, Sir, faid he, takie che 
rebel Daughter's hapd : I give it you now : 5be (hall 
confirm the gift in a week*s time ; or will have neither 
Father, Mother, nor Uncles, to boafi of. 

Itnatched my hand away. 

How now, Mifs ! — 

And how now. Sir ! — ^What right have Tou to difr 
pofe of my hand l*. — If you govern cvcry-body elfe, 
you (hall not govern me ; efpecially in a point fo imf 
mediately relative to myfelf, and in which you neither 
have, nor ever (hall have, any-thiog to do* 

I would have broken from him ; but he held my 
land too faft. 

. Let me go, Sir ! — ^Why am J thus treated ? — ^You 

^*f^g^i I doubt not, with your unmanly gripbgs, to 

bun me, as you do : But again I a(k, Whcreiore is 

Jt thut I am to be thus u Wt^'lai Tou ? Be 
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He tofled my band firooi him with a whirl, that 
piined mj very fhoulder. J wept, and held mj other 
hand to the part. 

Mr. holmes blamed him. . So did my Uncle. 

He had no patience, he faid, with fuch a perverfe 
one ; aod to think of the reflections upon himfelf, 
before he entered. He had only give mc back the 
hand I had not deferved he fhould touch. It was one 
gf my arts to pretend to be pained. 

Mr. Solmes faid, He would fooner give up all his 
hopes of me, than that I Qiould be ufed unkindly : 
And he offered to plead in my behalf to them both • 
and applied himfelf with a bow, as if for my appro- 
bation of his interpofition. 

Interpofe not, Mr. Solmes, faid I, to fave me from 
my Brother's violence. I cannot wifh to owe an ob- 
ligation to a man whofe ungenerous perfeverance is 
the occafion of tbat violence, and of all my difgrace- 
f ul fufferingsi 

How geu6rou& in you, Mr. Solmes, faid my Bro- 
ther» to interpofe fo kindly in behalf of fuch an im- 
moveable fpirit I I beg of you to perfift in your ad- 
drefs ! — The unnatural Brother called it adJre/s J-^ 
For all our family's fake, and for her fake too, if you 
love her, perilfl ! — Let us fave her, if poiUble, from 
ruining herfelf. Look at her perfon i [And he gazed 
at me, from head to foot, pointing at me, as he re- 
ferred to Mr. Solmes j Think of her fine qualities ! — 
All the world confefles them, and we all gloried ia 
her till now. She is worth favin^ ; .and, after two 
or three more flruggles, ihe . will be yours, and take 
iny word for it, will reward your patience. Talk 
nor, therefore, of giving up your hopes, for a little 
whining folly. She has entered upon a parade, which 
£he knows not bow to quit with ^, female grace. You 
have only her pride and her obQinacy to encounter; 
And. depend upon it, you will be as happy a man ia 
a fortnight, as a married man can be. 
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You' have heard me faj, my dear, that my Bro- 
ther has alwajrs taken a liberty to refleA upon our 
Sex, and upon Matrimony ! — He would not, if he 
did not think it Wit to do fo ! — Jtift as poor Mr. 
Wyerlcy, and others, whom we both know, pro- 
fane and iridtcule Scripture ; and all to evince their 
pretenfions to the fatne pernicious talenr^ and to have 
H thought) that they are too wife to be religious. 

Mr. Solmes, with a fclf-fatisficd aiV, prefumptu- 
oufly faid. He would fuficr everything, to (^bge 
my family, and to/ave me : And doubted not to be 
amply rewarded, could be be fo happy as to fncceed 
atlaft. 

Mr. Solmes^ faid I, if you have »ny regard for 
your own happinefs {Mime is out of the quefiion 
with you : You have not generofiry enough to make 
That any part of yourfcheme) profecute no faither 
yon addre/Sf as my Brother calls it. It is but ji^ 
to tell you, that I could not bring my heart fo mudh 
as to think of you> without the utmoH difapprobatioo, 
before I was ufed as I have been : — And can you thick 
I am fuch a flave, fuch a poor flave, as to be brought 
to change my mind by the violent ufage I have met 
with ? 

And you, Sir, turning to my Brother, if you think 
that meekne/s 2A\9ays indicates tiimene/s ; and that there 
is no magnanimity without blujter\ own yourfelf mif- 
taken for once : For you fhall have rcafon to judge 
from henceforth, that a generous mind is not to be 
forced ; and that — 

No more, faid the imperious wretch, I charge yon, 
lifting up his hands and eyes. Then turning to my 
Uncle, Do you hear, Sir ? This is your once fault- 
Icfs Niece ! This is your favourite I 

Mr. Solmes looked as if he knew not what to 
think of the niattef ; and had I been left alone with 
him, I fiiw plainly I could have got rid of him eafily 
cnojgh. 

My 
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My Uocle came to me, looking' up alfo to mj 
face, and dowir to my feet : And is it pofllble This- 
can be j^ou ? All this violence itomyWt Mifs Clary ? 

Yes, it is poffible. Sir—- And, I will prefum: to 
fay, this vehemence on my fid ^ is but the natural con- 
fequence of the ulage I have met with, and the rude* 
nets I am created wich,. even in your prefence, by a 
Brother, who has bo more right to controul me^thaH' 
I have to controul hitn- 

This ufage, Goufio Clary, was not till all ether 
means were tried with you» 

Tried I to what end. Sir ?-*-I>o I contend for any^ 
thing more than a mere negative ^ Yon may^ Sir 
f turning to Mp. Sohnes]^^^^^ you may, be induced 
the ro/^fr to perfever^ thus uogenerouflyi a&the ufage 
I have met with for your fake, and what you have 
DOW leen offered to mc.by my &:HKher, wili fhcw you 
what I can bear, were my evil deftiny ever to. make 
me yours » 

Lord, Miftd^Hn, aiedSoImes [all thb timediftorted 
into twenty different attitudes, as my Brother and 
my Uncle were bleiUng themfelves, and fpeaking oa- 
ly to each other by their eyes, and by their working 
features ; Lord, Madam] what a conAru£lion is. 
Thia I 

A fair condruAion, Sir, interrupted I : For he that 
OKI fee- ft perfon whom he pretends to value, thus 
.treated^ aod approve of ii, muft be capable of trpat- 
iog hpr thjuis himfelf. And that you do approve of ir^ 
is evident by your declared perfeveranc^, when you 
know I am confined, baniflied, and infulted, in order 
to make meconfent to be what I never ro/zbe.-^And 
this, let me tell you, as I have often told others, not 
from mpiives of obHinacy, but avcr£on* 

Excufe me. Sir, turning to my Uncie-^To you, 
as to my Father's Brother, 1 owe duty. I beg yoiir 
pardon^ that I cannot obey you : But as for my Bt<^ 
tbcr ; he is kut my Brother ; he fliaW not c^w%«vX\!w 

Ik 3 xat.- 
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mlB : And [corning to tht unnatural wretch — I will 
ctUhim trt^tch] kmc yonr brows. Sir, and frown as 
jnm will,! irill aik you, would j^ouf Ih mj cafe, 
make the facrlfices- 1 am wiUmg to make, to obtain 
every one's fitvCnr i If ^^f, what right have* yoa to 
treat me thos ; ^d to procure me to be treated as I 
ha?e been for fo long a 'time paft ? 

l had put myfelf by this- time into great diibrder : 
They were fileor, and feemed* by their looks to want 
to walk to one another, walking about (in violent dlf- 
orders too) between whiles* I fat down fanning my- 
ftlf (as it happcnedy againft the glafs) and I coutd per- 
ceive my colour go and come : add being fick to the 
very heart, and apprehenfive of fainting, I rung. 

.Betty came in; i called for a glafs of water, and 
drank it : But nobody minded me. I heard my Bro- 
ther pronounce the words. Art t Female Art I - to 
Solmesj; . which, together with the apprehenfion that 
he would not be welcome, I fuppofe kept Udm back. 
Elfe It could fee the mah was affefted. And (ftiU 
fearing I fhould fainO I arofe, and taking hold of 
Bcttj'i arm., .Let me hold by you, Betty, faid I : Let 
me withdraw. And moved with trembling feet to- 
wards the duor, and then turned about, and niade a 
courtcfy to my Unck — Permit mc, Sir, faid I, to 
withdraw. / 

Whither go you, Niece ? faid my Uncle : Wis hare 
not done with you yet. I charge you depart not. 
Mr. Sjolmes has fomething to open to you, that wiii 
ailonifh you— And you ybalihcsLV it. 

Only, .Sir, by your leave, for a few minutes into 
the air. I will return, if you command it. I will 
hear all that I am to hear; that it may be over-JV^Ttu 
and ybr Ever — You will go with me, Betty I 

And fo, without any farther prohibition, I retired 

into the garden ; and there, calling myfelf upon the 

firft feat, and throwing Betty's apron over my fjce, 

tf^^^^LOin^againft her fide^ my hands between hers, I 

I &ave 
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gave way to a violent burft of grief > or paflion, or 
both; which, as it feemed, faved my heart from 
breaking, for 1 was feafible of an immediate relief. 

I have already given you fpedmens of Mrs, Betty's 
impertinence. I ihall not^ therefore* trouble you 
with more : For the wench, notwithftanding this my 
diitrefs, took great liberties with me, after fhe faw 
me a little recovered, and as I walked farther into the 
gardtn ; infotnuch that I was obliged to filence her 
by an abfolute prohibition of faying another word (a 
me; and then (he dropped behind me fullen and 
gloomy. 

It was near an hour before I was fent for in again. 
The meffenger was my Coufin Dolly Hervey, who, 
with an eye of compajffion and rcfpeft (for Mifs Her- 
vey always loved me, and calls herfelf my fcholar, as 
you know) toU me, my company was defired^ 
Betty left us. 

Who commands my attendance, Mifs ? ftid I-*— 
Have you not been in tears^ my dear ? 
Who can forbear tears ? faid (he. 
Why, what is the matter, Coufin Dolly ?— Sure, 
nobody is intitlcd to weep in this family, but me / 

Yes, / an3. Madam, faid ihe, becaufe I love 
you. 

I iiifkd her : And is it for me, my fweet Coufin, 
that you (bed tears ?— There never was Love loft 
between us : But tell me, what is defigned to be done' 
with me, that 1 have this kind inftance of your com- 
panion for me ? 

You muft take no notice of what I tell you, faid 
.the dear girl: But my -Mamma has been weeping for 
you, too, with me ; but durft not let any-body fee 
it : O my Dolly, faid my Mamma, there never was 
fo fet a malice in man as in your Coufin James Har- 
lowe. They will ruin the flower and ornament of 
ihcir family. 

K 4 ^ i^^ 
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At how> Mifi Dolly f-i*^Did fkt not explain hcr- 
fd£ i^^Mhom^ my dear ? 

Tea s ilic faidj, Mi> Solmei would have giyen up 

hU claim IP ypQijIor hefaid, you ^ated hioiy and 

•. there vere:np hoptt $ a^ your Mamma was wiiliDg 

he ihottld ; ^ind to have you taken at your wordy to 

^renounce Mr* JLofdace^ and to live Single: JMy 

Mamma war for it too ; for they heard all that paflcd 

- between you and Uncle Antony, and Coufio Jamet; 
• faying^ it waa impoffible to think of prevailing upon 
. you to have Mr. Solmet. Uncle Harl^we ;(eemed )n 

the fame way of thinking ; at leaft, my Mamma fays 
. he did not fay any thiog to the contrary*. Qut vour 
. ]^apa waa immoveahl^ and was angry ~at your Mam- 
ma and miiie upob it : And hereupon your Brother, 
•your Sifter, and my Uncle Antony^ joined in, a^d 
changed the fceqe entiretjs. Infixorj^ he fays^ that 
Mr Solmes had great matters engagf^l tolMm«^ He 

- ^Wfiedy that you- were the fioaft young Lady in Eog-' 
landjL^ and be would be content to be butlitUe beloved, 
if he could not, aftev Marriage^ engage yQur £learr, 

. for the fake of having the honour to .call you his but 
for one twelvemonth-—] fuppofe he would break your 
heart in the ne:[Lt— For he is, a (;rue(*h<;aned n^o, I 
am fui«. 

My friends may breik my hQ^rf> Coufln Dolly ; 
but Mr. Solmes wiU never have, it in his power to 
break it, 

I do not know that, Mifs : You will have good 
luck to avoid having him> by what lean fiad ; foraay 
Mamma faysy they are all now of one mind, herfelf 
cXiCepted; . and flie is forced to be iilent, your Papa 
and:iirqther. are both ib outrageous, 

I am got above minding my Brother, Couiin Dol^ : 
He is ii^ my Brother. But to my Father I owe duty 
and obedience, if I could comply. 

We are apt to be fond of any-body that will fide 
with usjf when opp^efled or provoked. I always 

loved 
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loTcd my Coufih DoWy ; but now fhe endeared her- 
fcif to me ten times more, by her Toothing concern 
for me. I afked what^^ would do, were ihe in my 
cafe ? 

Without hefita^tion (he replied. Have Mr. Love-^ 
lace oot-of-haod, and take up her own Eftace, if (he 
were die ; and there would be an end of ic.-— And Mr. 
Lovelace, (he Tatd, wai a fine gentleman ;— *Mr.-Solmes 
Wi^ not worthy to huckU hhjbo&s, 

Mifs Hervey told me further, that her Mother 
walB defired to come to me, to fetch me in ; but (he 
excofed heifelf.< I fliould have aU my friends, (be 
faid, (be believed, fit in judgment upon vos^ 

I wiOi it had been fo. Bur, . as I have been told 
finer, neither my Father nor my Mother would truft 
themfelves with feeing me : The one it feems for paf- 
§en-fake ; my Mother for tender confideratioos. 

By this time we entered thcThoufc. Mifs aceom- 
p^oied me into the parJour^ and left me, as a perfoa 
devoted, I then thought 

Nobody was there. I &t dowi^ aad bad leifure 
fo weep ; reflediog upon what my Coufia Dolly had 
cold me. 

They were all ia my Sifter's parlour adjoining' : 
For I heard a confufed mixcure of voices, fome loud- 
er than Qihers, whxieh drowned the move compaf* 
fionatlng accents* 

Femak acceats I could difiinguifii the drowned 
oioes to be.. O my dear 1 what a hard^^heavted Sex 
is the other! ChiMren of the fame pareau, how 
came they by their cruelty ^-^Do tiiey get it by tra* 
vd?-»-Do they, get ic by converikuon with one att- 
dtlber ?— -Or how do they get it ?— Yet my Sifter, 
too^. is as hard-hearted as any of them. But this may 
be no exception neither « For ftie has been thought 
to be mafculine in her air^ and in her ^irit. She has 
then. perhaps, a foul of the atber S<ex m a body or ours* 
*^Andfo, for the honour of our 0Tun> ^\\\\\>3^^'^ 

K5 ^^- 
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of etery vomtii for the f orarcv iriio» ifniutibg the 
roaghor flnannert of meo, aAi uabefeemiDg the gen- 
tknefi of her o^ra Sex. 

Forme met my dear frieodt for breaking into my 
Story by thefe refleAiont. Were I rapidly to purfne 
my ni^rnidonv without thinkings wiihoot refleAing» 
I belief e I (honld hardly be aUe to keep in my right 
.minds Since Tehemence and paffion. would then be 
' always oppermoft ; .bat while I tUnk' at X wiite/ I 
CO0I9 and my hurry of fpiriu it allayed. 

.1 bdiete I wat above a quarter of an hour enjoy- 
ing my. own comfbrtlcit cootcmplaciont, before any- 
body came in to me ; for thcj fcemed to be in foil 
debate. My Aunt looked in firft ; O my dear» faid 
lhe» are you there i and withdrew haftUy to appiife 
them of It. 'v 

And then (at agiaeed upon I fuppofe) in came my 
Uncle Antony^ csvdhing Mr- Solmes with the words. 
Lit me lead you m, mj dear friendf. hwng hold of his 
hand $ while the new-made Beau aukwardly follow- 
ed, but more edgingly, as I may fay, fetting his feet 
miiicinglyy to avoid treading upon bit leader's heelst 
Etcufe mCj my dear, this feemiDg levity ; but thofe 
we do not love^ appear in evcry-thing ungraceful 
•to us. 

I ftood up. My Uncle looked very forty. — Sit 
down I — fit down, girl, faid he— -And drawing a 
xhair near me» he placed hit dear friend in it, whether 
he would or not, I having taken my feat. And my 
Und^ fat on the other fide of me. 

Welly. Nieccy taking my hand, we (ball haVe very 

■little more to fay to you than we have already faid, 

its to the fubje£k that it fo diftaftcfol to you — Unle&i 

indeedf you have better, coofidered of the matter^ 

And firft let me know if you have ? 

The matter wants no confideration, Sir. 

Very well, very well* Madam f faid mf'Unek, 

~ wirhdrawiog hit haiidt from mine : Could I ever have 

' \ught of thb from 70UI For- 
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For God's fake, dcarcft Madan^ faid Mr. Solmes^ 
folding his hands — And there he ftoppped. 

For God's fake, what, Sir ? — r How came God's 
fake^ and your fake, I pray you, to be the fame ? 

This filenced him. My Uncle could only be angry ; 
and that he was before. 

Well, well, well, Mr. Solmes, faid my Uncle, no 
more of fupplication. You have not confidence enough 
to expeA a woman's favour. 

He then was pleafed to hint what gr^at things he 
has defigned to do for me ; and that it was more 
for my fake, after he returned from the Indies, thaqi 
for the fake of any other of the family, that he had 
refolved to live a Single Life — But now, concluded 
he, that the perverfe girl defpifes all the great things 
jc was once as much in my will, as it is in my power^ 
to do for her, I will change my meafures. 

I told him, that I moft fincerely thanked him for 
all his kind intentions to me : But that I was willing 
to refi^n all claim to any other of his favours thau 
kind looks, and kind words. 

He looked about hhn this way and that. 

Mr. Solmes looked pitifully down. 

But both being fllent, I was forry, I added, that 
I had too much reafon to fay a very harfh thing, as 
I might be thought; which was, That if he would 
but be pleafed to convince my Brother and Sifter^ that 
he «^s abfolutely determined to alter his generous 
purpofes towards me, it might poilibly procure me 
better treatment from both, than I was Aherwife 
. likely CQ have* 

My Uncle was very much difpleafed. But he had 
not the. opportunity to exprefs his difpleafure^ as he 
feemed preparing to do; for in came my Brother in 
ezceedii^ great wrath ; and called me feveral vile 
names. His fuccefs hitherto, in his devices againfl 
me,, had fct him above keeping even decent mea- 
fures- 

K 6 • ^^ 
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Was This my %^itefiil conftruftion ? he afked-- 
Was the interpretatioa I put upoa this brocherl7 
care of ine^ and concern for me, in order to prevent 
my miniog myfelf f 

^ It 1X9 indeed it is, faid I: I know no other way 
to account for your late behaviour to me : And be- 
fore your hce, 1 repeat my r^queft to my Uncle, and 
I vrUI make it to my other Uncle whenever I aia 
permitted to fee him, that they viiH confer all their 
favours up6n Too, and upon my Sidcr ; and only 
stake me happy (It is ail I wifh for ! — } in their kind 
looks, and kind words. 

How they all gazed upon one another !— But could 
I be lefs peremptory before the man ? 

And, as to your care and concern for me. Sir, 
turning' to my Brother ; once more I defire it nofw 
You are but my Brother. My Father and Mother, 
I blets God, are both living; and, were they 110^, 
you have given me abundant reafon to fay, that you 
are the very laA perfon I would wiih to have any con- 
cern for me. 

How, Niece ! And is a brother, an onfy Brother, 
of fo little confideration with you as this conies to ^ 
And ought he to have no concern for his Sifter's ho- 
nour, and the Family's honour ? 

My honour. Sir 1 — I defire none of his concern for 
That I It never was endangered tiU it had his unde- 
fircd concern! — Forgive me, Sir — But when my 
Brother knows how to a6t like a Brother, or behave 
like a Gentleman, he may deferve more confideration 
from me than it is poffible for me now to think be 
does. 

I thought my Brother would have beat me upon 
this: But my Uncle ftood between us. 

Violent girl, however, he called me — Who, faid 
he, would have thought it of her ? 

Then was Mr. Solmes told, that I was unworthy 
o/Jiis purfuiu 
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But Mr. Solmes warmly cook my part t He could 
not bear, he (aid, ihac I (houldbe treated Co roughily* 

And fo very much did he exert hlmfelf on this oc- 
cafioD, aod (o patidatly was his warmth received by 
my Brother, that I began to fufpeA, that it was a 
contrivance to make me think myfelf obliged to him ; 
aod that this might perhaps, be one end of the prefTed- 
for Interview. 

The very fufpicion of this low arti6ce» violent as 
I was thought to be be Fore, put me ftill more out of 
patience; and my Uncle and my Brother again praU 
fing his wonderful geoeroficy, and his noble return 
of good for evil, You are a happy man, Mr. Solmes, 
faid ly that you ca-n fo ^afily confer obligations upon 
a whole family, except upon one ungrateful perfon of 
it> whom you feem to intend moji to oblige ; but 
who being made unhappy by your favour,, dcfires not 
to owe you any protection from the violence of a 
Brother. 

Then was I a rude, an ungrateful, an unworthy 
creature. 

I own it att — A If, all you can call n>e, or think 
me. Brother, do I own. I own my unworthinefs with 
regard to This gentleman. I tajce your word for his 
abundant merit, which I have neither leifure nor in- 
clinatioa to examine into— 'It may perhaps be as 

great as your own — But yet I cannot thank him for 
b mediation : For who fees not, looking at my Uo- 
tkf chat this is giving himfelf a merit with every- 
body at my expence I 

Then tornii>g to my Brother, who feemcd furpr Ifed 
into filence by my warmth, I rauA alio acknowledge. 
Sir, the favour of f9ur fuperabuodaiit care for me. 
But I difcharge you of it ; at lead, while 1 have the 
luippinefs of nearer and dearer relations. ' You have 
given me no reafon to think better of your prudence, 
fliaa of my own. I am independent of Ywls ^\^ \ 
dip'' I never Alefire to be fb of my Ftikct \ ^ik^ A^Sc^'c^ 
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I wifli for the good opioion of my Uncles, it is Ml 
I wi(h for from them : And This, Sir, I repeat, to 
make Tou and my Sifter eafy* 

Inftantly almoft came in Betty, in a great harry, 
looking at me as fpitefully, as if (he were my Sifter ? 
Sir, faid (he to my Brother, my mafter defires to 
fpeak'With you this moment at the door* 

He went to that which led into my Sifter's parlour ; 
and this fentence I heard thundered from the mouth 
of one who had a right to all my reverence : Son 
James, let the Rebel be this moment carried away to 
my Brother's — This very moment — She fliall not 
ftay one hour more under my roof ? 

I trembled ; I was ready to (iok. Yet, not know- 
ing what I did, or faid, I flew to the door, and would 
have opened it : But my Brother pulled it to, and 
held it clofe by the key. — O my Papa ! — my dear 
Papa ! faid I, falling upon my knees, at the door — 
admit your Child to your prefence ! — Let me but 
plead my caufe at your feet I O reprobate not thus 
your diftrcfled Daughter ! 

My Uncle put his handkerchief to his eyes : Mr. 
Solmes made a ftill more grievous face than he 
had before. But my Brother's marble heart was un* 
touched. 

I will not ftir from my knees, continued I, without 
admiffion. — At this door I beg it ! — O let it be the 
door of mercy ! and open it to me, honoured Sir, I 
befeech you ! — But this once, this once 1 altho' you 
were afterwards to (hut it againft me for ever 1 

The door was endeavoured to be opened on the 
infide, which made my Brother let go the key on a 
fudden ; and I preifing againft it (all the time remain- 
ing on my knees) fell flat on jny face into the other 
parlour ;' however, without hurting myfeif< But 
every-body was gone, except Betty, who I fuppofe 
was the p^rfon that endeavoured to open the door. 

,SbG hdpcd iQ raifc oie \>]^ \ ^ud whca I was qn my 

feci 
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feet, I looked round that apartment, and feeing no- 
body there, re-entered the other, leaning lipon her ; 
and then threvr myfelf into the chair nvhich I had fat 
in before ; and my eyes overflowed, to my great re- 
lief: While my Uncle Antony, my Brother, and Mr. 
Solmes, left me, and went to my other relations. 

What paffed among them, I know not : But my 
Brother came in by the time I had tolerably recovered 
myfelf, with a ieuled and haughty gloom upon his 
brow. — Your Father and Mother command you io- 
ftantly to prepare for your Uncle Antony's. You 
need not be folicitous about what you (hall take with 
you* You may give Betty your keys— Take them, 
Betty, if the perverfe one has them about her, and 
carry them to her Mother. She will take care to 
fend every-thing after you that you (hall want — But 
another night you will not be permitted to (lay in this 
houfe. » 

I don't chufe to give my keys to any-body, except 
to my Mother, and into her own bands. You fee 
how much I am difordered. It may cod me my life, 
to be hurried away fo fuddenly. I beg to be indulged 
till next Monday at leaft. 

That will not be granted you. So prepare for this 
▼cry night. And give up your keys. Give them to 
m^j Mils. I'll carry them to your Mother. 
• Excufe me. Brother. Indeed I won*t. 

Indeed you muft. Have you any-thing you arc a- 
fraid fhould be feen by your Mother ? 

Not, if I be permitted to attend her* 

I'll make a report accordingly. 
' He went oi>t. 

In came Mifs Dolly Hervey : I am forry. Madam, 
to be the meilenger — But your Mamma infills upon 
your fending up all the keys of your cabinet, library, 
ttnd drawers. 

Tell my Mother, that I yield them u^ \o Vit.t ^^t&- 
maads : TeU her, I make no cotkdVuon^ ^w^W tcvi 
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Mother : But if die find ootbbg flie flmll diftpprovit 
ofy. I beg that (he will permic me to tafry nsxt a 
few dap longer. — Try, mj Dolly [the dear gU*! fob^ 
bing wich grief] ; Try» if your geatleaefi caoDOt pre* 
Tail for me. 

She wept flill more, and faid. It is fiulj. very £id>. 
to fee matters thus carried. 

She -took the keys* and wrapped her annj» aboot 
me \ and begged me to excule her for lier jni^Q^e-; 
and would have faid more; but Setty'e. prefence 
awed btTy a» X faw. 

Don't pity q^, my dear, faid E lit will be iar 
fttt^d to you at a fault. You fe^ who is by. 

The iofolent wench fcorofully fmiled x One young 
X^ady pitying another in thing$ of this n^itare IqoM- 
pvomfiog 10 the y'ooqgeft, I muft .needti fay* 

I bid her begopfi ^»Kn my prefcn^cc* 

She would moft j;ladly go, fbe faid^ were %% o^ 
to Aaj about me by my Mother's order. 

It lopn appcui^ed for whajt Ihe ft|Md ; for I o&rtQg 
to go up ftairs to my apartment when my Couiu) 
went from me with the keys^ (he told me {he w.aa 
commanded (to her very grear regret, £tie u;iuft own} 
to defire. me not to go up at preient. 

Such a bold f^ce^ a$ £be» I told h^r, ihoujld not 
hinder mc. 

She ioilajjitly rang the bell» and 19 came my Bro- 
tfaer^ meeting me at the door.. 

Return, return, Mifs — rNo going up yet, 

I went in agaip, and- throwing myl<lf upon the 
window-feat, wept hkteily. 

Shall I give you the particulars ctf a vidkulotfly 
fpitefol; qomeriEMon that pa0ed U^tween my Srocjber 
isA ine> iq the tjjme th^ he (with Betty) was i« 
office to keep me in the parlour whjle in^ cloftt woi 
Searching \ — But I think I will not. It can aafwer M 
^opd^nd, 

14€Axe^ Af^rA tiiAC% id^U k< &^i^9 to hiiee 
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Iea¥e to retire to my apartment : But was denied* 
The fearch, I fuppofe^ was not over. 

Bella was one of thofe empbyed in it. They could 
not have a more diligent fearcher. How happy it 
was they were difappoioted I 

But when my Sifter could not find the cunning 
ereature*s papers, I was to (land another vifit from 
Mr. Solraes — preceded now by my Aunt Hervcy,, 
forely againft her will^ I could fee that ; accompanied 
by my Uncle Antony^ in order to keep her fteady, I 
fuppofe. 

But being a Utile hea^^y (for it is now pad two In 
thc^ morning) I will Ue down in my clot^es^ to indulge 
the kind I'ummons, if it will be indulged. 

Three o'Clock^ Wednefday Mornings 

I COULD not fleep — Only dozed away one half- 
hour. , . . 

My AuQt Hcrvej accofted mc thus — my dear 
chUdv what troubles do you give to your parMts^ An4 
to evecy-^body ! — I wonder at you ! 

I am fprry for it. Madam. 

Sorry for it, child f — Why then {o very, ocbftinate ? 
— Coine, fit dowp. my dear. I i;:ill fit aaj yoy J 
takinfiiay hand. 

My Upcie placed Mr. Solmcs oa the other fida of 
me : Uimfelf over-agaiaft me, almbft dole to mc. 
Was I QQt fioely befeti my dear ? 

Toar Brother, child, f^id my Auot» is too pa^oq. 
ate-— H^ ^eal for your welfare pu(hes him on a little 
too vfheooeotly. 

Very true, faid my Uncle : But no more of This. 
W« would :dpw be glad to fee if milder metms will 
do with yoa-— Tho*, indeed, they were tried before^ 

I aiked my Aunt, If it were necelTary, that That 
gentleman, (hould be prefent. 

There Is a reafon that he fhould, faid my Aunt, as 
you will hear by-aud-by. But I muft ^tVV '^q>3c^ ^x^^ 
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diat« (hinkiQg you was a little too angrilj treated bf 
jour Brother, your Mother defired me to try what 
geatler means would do opon t fpfirit fb genennifl as 
we uied to ihink yours. 

Nothing caD be done» Madam, I mull prerame (6 
fay, if This gedtleman's addrefs be the end. 

She looked upon my Uncle, who bit hi^ lip;' and 
looked upon Mr. Solmes, who rubbed his cheek ;>and 
lliakiog her head. Good dear creature, faid. fhe» be 
calm. Let me aik you, if fometbing would hcte 
been done, had you been more get\tly med, than you 
feem to think you hshre been i 

No, Madam, I (.annot fay it would, io this gentle- 
man's favour. Tou know. Madam, you know. Sir, 
to my Uncle» 1 ever valued myielf upon my fin- 
cerity : And once indeed bad the happinefs to be va- 
loed for it. . . 

My Uncle took Mr« Sobnes afide. I hieard him fay, 
whifperingly. She muft, flie (hall* ftill be yours.— 
We'll fee who'll conquer; Parents, or Child ; Uncles, 
or Niece. I doubt not to be witnefs to all this being 
got over, and many a good-humoured jeft made of 
this high phrenfy ! 

I was heartily rexed* 

Tho' we cannot find out, continued he, yet we^uf^, 
who puts her upon this obftinate behaviour. It is not 
natural to her, man. Nor would I concern my- 
felf fo much about her, but that I know what I (ay to 
be true, and intend to dp great things for her. 

1 will hourly pray, for that happy time, whifpered 
as audibly Mr. Solmes. I never will revive the re- 
membrance of what is now to painful to me. 

Well, but. Niece, I am to tell you, faid my Aunt, 
that the fending up your keys, without making any 
conditions, has wrought for you what nothing elfe 
could have done. That, and the not fiodiog any- 
thing that could give them umbrage, together with 

Mr. SoiQies's io terpofiticn-— * 
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O Midam, let me not owe an obligation to Mr' 
Solmes. I cannot repay it, except by my thanks ; and 
thofe only on condition that he will decline his fuir. 
To my thanks, Sir [taming to hitnj if you have a 
heart capable of humanity, if you have any edeerrl 
for me for my (nvn fake, I befeech you to in title 
yourfclf F — I befeech you, do ! — 

madam, cried he, believe, believe, believe me, 
it b impoflible. While you are iingle, I wiR hope. 
While that hope is encouraged by fo many worthy 
friends, I muft perfevcre. I muft not flight thenrif 
Madam, becaufe you flight me, 

1 anfwered him only with a look ; but it was of 
high difdain ; and turning from him — But what fa- 
vour, dear Madam [to my Aunt] has thejnftance of 
duty you mention procured me ? 

Your Mother and Mr. Solmes, replied my Aunf, 
have prevailed, that your requefl; to ftay here till 
Monday next fhall be granted, if you will promife to 
go chearfuUy then. 

Let me but chufe my own vifitors, and I will go 
to my Uncle's houfe with pleafure. 

Well, Niece, faid my Aunt, we muft wave this 
fubjcft, I find. We will now proceed to another, 
wliich will require your utmoft attention. It will give 
you the reafon why Mr. Solmcs's prcfcncc is requi- 
fitc— 

Ay, faid my Uncle, and fhew you what fort of a 
man fomebody is. Mr. Solmes^ pray favour us, in 
the firft place, with the Letter you received from 
your anonymous friend. 

I will. Sir. And out he pulled a Letter-cafe;, and, 
taking out a Letter, It is written in anfwer to one 
fciit to the perfon. It is faperfcribed, To Rsger Solmes t 
Efq\ It begins thus : Honoured Sir — 

i beg your pardon, Sir, faid I : But what, pray, 
is the intent of reading this Letter to me ? 

To let you know what a vile man 'JQ>x ^t^ ^W3k5g^^ 
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to have ftt your heart upon, faid mj Unck, ia an 
audible whifper. 

If, 8ir, it be rufpeAed^ that 1 have fet 1117 heart 
upon any other^ why is Mr Solmea to give bimfetf 
aoy farther trouble about me ? 

Only hear, Niece« faid my Aunt ; Only hear what 
Mr. Solmes has to read and to fay to you on this 
head. 

If, Madam, Mr. Solmes will be pleafed to declare, 
that he has no view to ferve, do end to promote) for 
himfeif, I will hear anyrthlng he (hall read. But if 
the contrary, you muft allow me to fay, That it vill 
abate with 6ie a great deal of the weight of wliatefver 
he fhajl produce 

Hear it but read, Niece, faid my Aunt — 

Hear it read, faid my Uncle* Tou are to. ready to 
take part with — 

With any-body, Sir, that is accufcd anonymouflj^ 
and from intereiled motives. 

He be^an to read ; and there feemed to be a heavv 
load of charges in this Letter againd the poor crtmi- 
nal : But I flopped the reading of ir, and laid. It will 
not be my fault, if this vilified man be not as indif- 
ferent to laei as one whom I never faw. If he be 
otherwife at prefenr, which I neither own, nor deny, 
it proceeds from the fixan^e methods taken to pce- 
vcnt it. Do not let one caufe unite him and mty 
and we (hall not be united. H my ofitr tO' live 
Single be accepted, he fhall be no more to me than 
this gentleman. 

Srill— ^Proceed, Mr. Solmes— Hear it out. Niece, 
was my Uncle's cry. 

But to what purpofe. Sir ! faid I — Has not Mr. 
Solmes a view in this I And, beiides, can any-thing 
worfe be faid of Mr. Lovelace, than I have heard 
faid for fevcral months pad \ 

But this, faid my Uncle, and what Mr. Solmes 
can tell you bcildes, amounts to \\ilr fulUfi prorf-^ 

Was 
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Was the unhappy man, then, fo freely treated in 
his charaftcr btforc, without full proof ? I befeech 
you. Sir, give me not too good an opinion of Mr. 
Lovelace ; as I may have, if fuch pains be taken to 
make him guilty, by one who means not his refor- 
mation by it ; nor to do good, If I may prefume to 
fay fo in this cafe, to any-body but himfelf. 

I fee very plainly, girl, faid my Uncle, your pre- 
poffe/Iion, your fond prepoffeffion^ for the perfon of 
a man without morals. 

Indeed, my dear, faid my Aunt, you too much 
juftify all our apprehenfions. Surprising ! that a young 
creature of virtue and honour fhould thus efteem a 
man of a quite oppofice character ! 

Dear Madam, do not conclude againft me tbo 
haftily. I believe Mr. Lovelace is far from being fo 
good as he ought to be : But if every man's private 
life were fearchcd into by pnjudiced people y fet on 
for that purpofe, I know not whofe reputation would 
be fafe. I love a virtuous character, as much in man^ 
as in woman. I think it as rcqulfite, and as merito- 
rious, in the one as in the other. And, if left to 
myfelf, I would prefer a perfon of fuch a character to 
Royally without it. 

Why then, faid my Uncle — 

Give me leave. Sir — But I may venture to fay, 
that many of thofe who have efcaped cenfure, have 
not merited applaufe. 

Formic me to obferve further, That Mr. Solmes 
htmfelf may not be abfolutely faultlefs. I never heard 
of his virtues. Some vices I have heard of — Excufe 
me^ Mr. Solmes, I fpeak to your face — The text about 
tafting thefirfijlone affords an exctllent leflbn. 

He looked down ; but was filent. 

'Mr. Lovelace may have vices you have not. — You 
may have others, which he has not. — I fpeak not 
ihis to defend him, or to accufe you. ^io man is 
bad, DO Okie is good, in ev^r^^^thing^ 1Ax*\a^n^^c^^ 
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for example, it fflMd to be iinpUcable» and to hate 
itkj friehdt.: That does not make me value him the 
more : But give me leave to iky. That tbej^ hate him 
as much. Mr. Solmet has his antipathies^ likewife ; 
^erfjlfvttg ones, and thofe to his own relatums ; which 
I don't find to be the other's fault ; for he lives well 
irith Us — Yet he may have as bad : — ^Worfe» pardon 
roe, he cannot have, in my poor opinion : For what 
BQuft be the man, who bates bis tnunjfejb^^ 

You know not, Madam ;'^ 

You know not. Niece ; C All in one bf eath. ^ 

You know not. Clary; y 

I may not, nor do I defire to know Mr. Sohnes's 
reafons. It concerns not me to kpow them : But the 
world, even the impartial part of it, accufes him*. K 
the world is unjuiV, or raih, in one man's cafe, why 
may it not be fo in anotber'% i That's all I mean by 
it. Nor can there be a greater fign of want of meriti 
than where a man feeks to pull down another's cha- 
raAer, in order to build up his own. 

The poor man's fiace was all this time overfpread 
with xonfufioD, twifled, as it were, and all awry, 
neither mouth nor nofe (landing in the middle of it. 
He looked as if he were ready to cry ; And had he 
been capable of pitying me, 1 had certainly tried to 
pity him. 

They all three gazed upon one another in filence. 

My Aunt, I faw (at lead I thought fo) looked as if 
{he would have been glad (he might have appeared to 
approve of what i faid. She but feebly blamed e , 
when (he fpoke, for not hearing what Mr. Solmes 
had to fay. He himfelf feeined not now very earneft 
to be heard. My Uncle (aid, Thete was no talking 
to me. And I (hould have abfolutely filenced both 
gentlemen, bad not my Brother come in again to their 
affiflance. 

This was the flrange fpeech he made at his en- 
trance, bis eyes flaming with anger } This prattlog 

girl 
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girl has ftruck you all dumb, I perceive. Perfevere 
howexer, Mr. Solmes. I have heard every word fhe 
hasfad: And I know no other method of being even 
with her, than, after fhe is yours, to make her as 
fenfible oiF your power^ as (he now makes you of her 
infolence. 

Fie, Coufin Harlowe ! faid my Aun^ — Could I have 
thought a Brother would have faid this to a gentle- 
man, of a Sifter ? 

I mud tell you, Madam, faid he, that you give 
the rebel courage. You yourfelf feem to favour too 
much the arrogance of her Sex in her ; otherwifc (he 
durft not have thus (lopped her Uncle's mouth by 
re6e£tioos upon him ; as well as denied to hear a 
gentleman tell her the danger (he is in from a Liber- 
tine, whofe proi;edion, as (he has plainly hinted, (he 
intends to claim againfl her family. 
. Stepped my Uncle* s mouthy by reflexions upon him. 
Sir! laid I, How can that be ! How dare you to 
make fuch an application as This ! 

My Aunt wept at his rcfleftions upon her. — Cou- 
fio, laid (he to him. If This be the thanks I have for 
my trouble, I have done : Your Father would not 
treat me thus — And I wi/l fay, that the hint you 
gave was an unbrotherly one. 

Not more unbrotherly than all the reft of his con- 
duit to me, of late. Madam, faid I. i fee by this 
/pecimen of his violence, how every-body has been 
brought Into his meafures. Had I any the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of ever being in Mr. Solmes's power, this 
plight have affefted me. But you fee, Sir, to Mr. 
Solmes, what a condu£t i» thought necelfary to en- 
able you* to arrive as your ungenerous end. You fee 
how my Brother courts for you I 

I difclaim Mr. Harlowe's violence. Madam, with 
all my foul. I will never remind you — 

Silence, worthy Sir ! faid I ; I will take care you 
^ver ihail have the opportunity. 

4 "Va^^ 
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Lcfs violence, Clary, faid my Uncle, Coufin 
James, you are as much to blame as your Sifteir. 

In then came my Sifter. Brother, faid Ifae, you 
kept not your promife. Tou are thcught to be to 
blame within, as well as here. Were not Mr. Solmes's 
generoilry and aB-c^llon to the girl 'well known, what 
you have fiid would be intxcufable. My Father 
defires to fpeak with you ; and with you. Aunt ; and 
with you. Uncle ; and with you, Mr. Solmes^ if you 
pleafe. 

They all Four withdrew into the next apartment. 

I flood filent, as not knowing prefently how to 
take this intervention of my Siuer*s, But (he left 
me not long at a lofs — O thou pcrverfe thing, faid 
flie [poking out her angry face at me, when they were 
all gone, but fpeaking fpitefiilly low] — What trou- 
bles do you give to us all ! 

You and my Brother, Bella, faid I, give trouble to 
yourfelves ; yet neither you nor he have any bufinefi 
to concern yourfelves about me. 

She threw out fome fpiteful expreffions, ftill in a 
low voice, as if ihe choi'e not to be heard without ; 
and I thought it beft to oblige her to raife her tone 
a little, ifl could. U I could, did I lay? It is eafy 
to make a paiTionate fpiric anfwer all one*s views up- 
on it. 

She accordingly flamed out in a raifcd tone : And 
this brought my Coufin Dolly in to us. Mifs Har* 
lowe, your company is defired. 

I will come prefently, Coufin Dolly. 

But again provoking a feverity from me which fhe 
could not bear, and calling me names ; in once more 
came Dolly, with another mcfTage, that her company 
was defired. 

Not mine, I doubt, Mifs Dolly, faid I. 

The fwect- tempered girl burft out into tears, and 
fliook her head. 

Co ID before me, child^ faid Bella [vexed to fee 

her 
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ler concern for me] with a (harp face like a new 
noon : What doft thoa cry for i Is it to make thy 
teen iace look ftlU keener ? 

I believe Bella was blamed, too, when (he went in ; 
For I heard her fay* The creature was fo provoking^ 
there was OQ keeping a refolution. 

Mr. SolmeSt after a little whilct came in again by 
himfelff to take leave of me : Full of fcrapes and com- 
pliments ; but too well tutored and encouraged, to 
give me hope of his declining his fuit. He begged 
me not to impute to him any of the fevere things 
to which he had been a. forrowf ul witnefs. He be* 
ibught my compaffion, as he called k. 

He faid, the relult was. That he had ftill hopes 
given him ; and, altho' difcouraged by me, he was 
tefolved to perfevere, while I remained fingie.— -And 
fuch long and fuch painful fervices he talked of, as 
never before were heard of. 

I told him, in the ftrongeft manner, what he had 
to truft to. 

Yet ftill he determined to periifl:. — While I was 
no man's elie, he muft hope. 

What ! faid I, will you ftill perfift when I declare 
ti I now do, that my affedlions are engaged ? — And 
let my Brotho* make the moft of it. 

He knew my principlesi and adored me for them. 
He doubted not, that it was in his power to make 
me happy : And he was fure I would not want the 
will to be fo. 

I afliircd him, that were I to be carried to my 
Uncle's, it ihould anfwer no end ; for I would never 
fee him ; Bor receive a line from him ; nor hear a 
word in his favour, whoever were the perfon who 
ihould mention him to me. 

He was forry for it. He muft be miferable, were 
I to hold in that mind. But he doubted not, that I 
nughtbe induced by my Father and Uiicles to chaci^ 

Vol. H L ^c^^^> 
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Never^ never, he might depend upon it. 

It was richly worth his patknce, and the trial. 

At my txpence ?-— At the price of all my happimfs^ 
Sir? 
. He hoped I fliould be induced to think otherwife* 

And then would he have run into his. fortune, his 
fettlements, his affeAioqr- Vowing, that never man 
loved a woman with to fincere a pafEoUp as he loved 
me. 

I ftoppcd hifli, as to the firft part of his fpeech t 
And to the fecond, of the Gncerity of his paffioOf 
.What then^ Sir, faid I^ is your. Lote to one, who 
muft aflure you^ that never young creature looked 
upon man with a more fincere difapprobation, than 1 
Jpok upon you ? And tell me^ What argument can 
you urge, that this trtu declaration anfwers not be- 
Forehand ? 

Deareft Madam, what can I fay ?•— On my knees I 
beg— 

And down the ungraceful wretch dropped on iiil 
Jcnees. 

Let me not kneel in vain, Madam : Let me not 
•be thus defpifed. — And he looked moft odioufly for- 
rowful. 

I have kneeled too, Mr« Solmes : Often have I 
kneeled : And I will kneel again — Even to you^ Sir, 
:Will I kneel, if there be fo much merit in kneeling ; 
:provided you will not be the implement of my cruel 
Brother's undeferved perfecution. 

If all the fervices, eten to worihip you, during my 
whole life — You, Madam, invoke and expert mercy; 
yet fliew none — 

Am I to be cruel to myfelf, to ihew mercy to 

you ? Take my E-ftate, Sir, with all my heart, fincc 

you are fuch a favourite in this houfe ! — Only leave 

liicmyfelf'-lLhc mercy you aik for, do you fhew w 

^ others. 

If you mean to my relations. Madam — unworthy 
, f^* ilicy are, all IhaU he iow ^^^^ l^>3^ ^"a^l '^refcribc- 
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Wlio, I, Sir, to find y6u bovreh you naturnlly 
liave not ? I to purchafe their happinefs by the for- 
feiture of my own ^ What I afk you for, is nftercy to 
myfelf : That, fince you feem to have fome power 
over my relations, you will ufe-it in my behalf. Tell 
them» that you (ee I cannot conquer my averfion to 
yon : Tell them^ if you are a wife man, that you 
too much value your own happinefs, to rift it 
againft fuch a determined antipathy : Tell them, that 
1 am unworthy of your t>ffers : And that, in mercy 
to yourfelf^ as weH as to me, you will not profecute 
a futt ib impoffible to be granted. 

I will rifk all confequences, faid the fell wretch, 
tifiogf Intfc a countenaticc whiretied Ovei*, as if with 
malice, bis hollow eyes flafhing fire, and biting his 
under*lip, to (hew lie could be manly. Your hatred. 
Madam, (hall be €io objection with me : And I doubt 
not in a few days to have it in my power to (hew 
you— 

Tou have it in yoUr pbwer^ Sir — 

He came well off — To Jhev) you more getierofity', 
than, noble a^ you are faid to be to tether?, you fiiew 
to tne. 

The man*s face became his anger : It feems formed 
to exprefs the paffion. 

hx. that inftant, again came in my brother-^Sider, 
Sifter, Sifter, faid he, with his teeth fet^ a6t on the: 
termagant part you have fo newly a/Tumcd — Mdlc 
wonderfully well does it become you. It is but a 
ifliort one, however^ Tyrannefs in your turn, accule 
others of your own guilt — But leave her, leave her, 
Mr. Sblmes is Her time is fhorr. You'll find her hurn- 
hie and mortified enough very quickly-^Then, how 
like a little tame fool will (he lodk, with her con- 
fcieace upbraiding her, and begging of you [with a 
whining voice, the barbarous Brother fpoke] to for- 
give aqd forget 1 

More he faid> as he flew out^ mx\i ^ ^oVvn-i^ 
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face, upon Shore;*! comiDg in to recal him on his 
Violeoce. 

I removed from chair to chair, ezceflively frighted 
and difturbcd at this brutal treatment. 

The roan atteitipted to excuie ]liimfelf, at being 
ferry for my Brother's palEon. 

Leave me, leave mcj Sir, fanning— or I ihall faint. 
Aod indeed I thought I fhould. 

He recommended himfelf to my favour with an ;ur 
of afTurance ; augmented, as I thought, by a diftreis 
fo vifible in me ; for he even fnatched my trembling i 
my ftruggling hand ; and raviOied it to his odious 
mouth. 

I flung from him with high difdain : And he with- 
drew, bowing and cringing ; felf-gratificd, and en- 
joying, as I thought, the coofufion he faw me in. 

The wretch is now, methinks, before me ; and 
now I fee him aukwardly firiding backward, as he 
retired, till the edge of the opened door, which he 
ran againft, remembred him to turn hit welcome 
back upon me. 

Upon his Withdrawing, Betty brought mc wordi 
that I was permitted to go up to my own chamber : 
And was bid to confider of every thing : For my time 
was lliort. Ncverthelcfs, flic believed I might be per- 
mitted to flay till Saturday. 

She tells me. That altho* my Brother and Sifter 
were blamed for being fo hqfiy with me, yet when 
they made their report, and my Uncle Antony his^ 
of my provocations, they were all more determined 
than ever in Mr Solmes*s favour. 

The wretch himfelf, flie tells me, pretends to be 
more in love with me than before ; and to be rather 
delighted than difcouragcd with the converfation that 
paffed between us. He ran on, flie fays, in rapturcsy 
about the grace wherewith I fliould dignify his board; 
and the like fort of fluiT, either of his faying, or of 
'fe'r m«iking. 

She 
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She clofcd all with a Now is your time, Mifs, to 
fabmit with a grace^ and to make your own terms 
with him :— £l(e« I can tell you, were I Mr. Solme^^ 
it fhould be worfe for you : And who, Mifs, of our 
Sex, proceeded the fancy creature, would admire a 
raki(h gentleman, when (he might be admired by a 
fober one to the end of the chapter : 

She made this further fpeech to me on quitting my 
chamber-— Ton have had amazing good luck, Mift^ 
I muft tell youy to keep your writings concealed fo 
cunningly. Ton mud needs think I know that you 
are always at your pen : And as you endeavour to hide 
that knowledge from me^ 1 do not think my f:lf obliged 
to keep your fecret. But I love not to aggravate. I 
had rather reconcile by much. Peace-making is my 
talent^ and ever was. And had I been as much your 
foe^ as you imagine, you had not perhaps been here 
BOW. But thisj however, I do not fay to make a 
merit with you^ Mifs : For, truly, it will be the bet- 
ter for you the fooner every-thing is over with you* 
And better foi me, and for everyone elfe ; that's cer* 
tun. Yet one hint I muft conclude with ; that your 
pen and ink (foon as you are to go away) will not be 
long in your power, I do aflure you, Mifs. And 
then, having lofl that amufcment, it will be fecn, 
how a mind fo aftlve as yours will be able to employ 
kfelf. 

This hint alarms me fo much, that I fhall inflantly 
begin to conceal, in difierent places, pens, ink, and pa- 

rir ; and to depofit fome in the Ivy Summ'^r-houfe, if 
Oin find a fafe place there ; and, at the word, I have 
fot a pencil of black, and another of red lead, which 
ufe in my drawings ; and my patterns ihall ferve for 
piper, if I have no other. 

How lucky it was, that I had got away my papers ! 
They made a ftriA fearch for them ; That I can fee, 
bv the diforderly manner they have left u\V v.Vi\^^ v^x 
For jou know that I am fucb an obfcrvti olisw^^^^'^^^ 

L 3 ^^^ 
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that I cafi go to a bit of ribbaod, or lace, or ec 
bliodfold. The fame in my books ; which they 
firaagelj difordered and mifmatched ; to look 
them, and m fomc of them, I fuppofe. My cl 
' too are rumpled not a little. No place has e( 

them. To your hint, I thank you, are they inc 
\ . for their difappointment. 

The pen, thro' heavinefs and fatigue,, dropt < 
1^ fingeis^ at the word indehUd. I refumed 
finiib the ^ntence ; and to tell youi that I am, 

Xourfor ever obUged and affe6lionat 

Cl. HiRL 

i\ LETTER XXXIY. 

'I : Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

: I > Wednefday^ Eleven o'Clock) ^pril 5 

i \ T Mud write as I have opportunity ; making 

^ my concealed ftores \ For my pens and ink | 
each that they could find) are taken from me 1 
fiiall tell you more particularly by-and-by. 

About an hour ago, I depofiied my long Lei 
you ; as alfo, in the ufual place, a billet to Mr 
lace, left his impatience (hould put him upon 
raflincfs ; Hgnifying, in four lines, ' That the \ 

* view was over n and that I hoped my fteady r 

* of Mr. Solmes would difcourage any further ; 

* cations to me in his favour.* 
AUlip* I was unable (through the fatigue I ha 

dcrgonci and by reafon of fitting ttp all night, to 
to you ; which made me lie longer than ordinal 
morning) to depofit my Letter to you fooner ; 
hope you will have it in fuch good time, as ths 
will be able to fend me an Aniwer to it this nig] 
in the morning early ; which, if ever fo (hort 
inform me, whether I may depend upon your Mc 
jnuulgeqce or not. This it behoves me to kn 
foofi ds pofHble *, for ibey 2lic tefolved to hurj 
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away on Saturday next at fartheft ; perhaps to* 
morrow. 

I will now inform yon of all that happened previous 
to their taking away my pen and ink, as well as of the 
manner in which that a£t of violence was committed i 
and this as briefly as L can* 

My Aunt»- who' (as well as Mr. Solmes, and my 
two Uncles) lives here, I think> came up to me, and' 
faidi She would fain have me hear what Mr. Solmcs 
had to £ty of Mr, Lovelace — Only that I might be ap- 
priicd of fome things* that would convince me what 
a«vit« man he 19^ and what a^ wretched Huiband he 
mnft make. I might give them what degree of credit^ 
r pleafed ; and cake them with abatement for Mr/ 
Solmes's iotercftedne6, if I-thought fit. But it migbe 
be of ufe to me, were it but to queftion Mn Lovelace 
indire&ly upon fome of them^ that related to nof/i^. 

I was indMTerentt I faid^ about what he could fay of 
me $ at I was fare it could not be to my difadvantage ; 
and as h^ had 00 reafon to impute to me the forward* 
oeff which my unkind friends bad fo cauflefly taxed 



She faid, That he gave himf&lf high airs on account ' 
OIU0 funilv ; and fpoke as defpicably of ours as if an ^ 
alliance with us were beneath hkn^ 

I repliedi That he was a very unworthy man^ if it' ' 
irare true, to fpeak flightingly of a familyi which ^ 
wai IS good as his own, 'bating that it was not allied 
cathe Peerages That the dignity itlelf, I thought^- 
cooTeyed more ibaroe than honour to defcendenrsi who 
had DOC merit to adorn, as well as to^be adorned by it s 
'Elutt mf Brother's abford pride, indeed, which made 
him every^where disclare, he would never marry but- 
^tm ^j/tatitj, gave a dilgraceful ptcSctencc againft ours : 
fiat that were I to be afluredi . that Mr Lovelace was- 
capatde of fo mean a pride as to infult us or value him- 
fie^oaiuch an accidental advanuge, I {ho^xld.vVl\t^s^^^ 
defttcably of his feofe as every body c\(^ d^A^ o^>q^!^ 
■triJM'ff JL 4 ^£i^^ 
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She infifted upon it, that he had taken fadi liberties ; 
and offered to give feme inftances, whichi fhe faid^ 
would furprife me. 

I anfwered, that were it ever fo certain that Mr. 
Lovelace had taken fvch liberties, it would be bat 
com moQJu (lice (fo much hated as he was by all our £a« 
mily, and fo much inveighed againft in all companies 
by them) to inquire into the provocation he had tofiy 
what was imputed to him ; and whether the value fome 
of my friends put upon the riches they poiTefs (throwing 
perhaps contempt upon every other advantage, and 
even difcrediting their own pretenfions to family, in 
order to depreciate his) might not provoke him to like 
contempts. Upon the whole, Madam, faid f, can 
you fay, that the inveteracy lies not as much on eur 
fide, as on his ? Can be fay any-thifig of us more dif- 
refpedlful than we fay of him / — And as to the fug- 
geition, fo often repeated, that he wiU make a bs^i 
Hufband, is it poflibie for him to ufe a Wife worfe 
than I am ufed ; particularly by my Brother an J Sifter i 

Ah, Niece ! ah, my dear ! how firmly has thb 
wicked man attached you ! 

Perhaps not, Madam. But really great care fhould 
be taken by Fathers and Mothers, when they would 
have their Daughters of their minds in theic parti- 
culnrs, not to fay things that (hall neceflitate the 
chili], in honour and generoHty, to take part with the 
man her friends are averfe to. . But, waving ail this, 
as I have offered to renounce him for ever, I fee not 
why he ihould be mentioned to me, nor why I (hould 
be wijQied to hear any-thing about him. 

Well, but ftill, my dear, there can be no harm to 
let Mr. Solmes tell you what Mr. Lovelace has faid of 
you. Severely as you have treated Mr. Solmes, he it 
fond of attending you once more : He begs to be heard 
on this head. 

if h be proper for me to hear it. Madam — 

if f's, eagerly interrupted ftvR» ^tx^ ^\o^r» 
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Ha« what he has fM of tne, Madasn^ tonv'mccd you 
of Mr. Lovelace*s bafenefs ? 

It'has, my dear : And that you ought to abhor him 
for it. 

Then, dear Madam, be pleafed to let 'me hear it 
from your mouth : There is no need that I (hould fee 
Mr. Solmes^ when it will have double the weight from 
yw. What, Madam, has the man dared to fay olma? 

My Aunt was auire at a lofs. 

At laft. Well, laid ftie, I fee how you are attached, 
lam forry for it, Mifs, For I do aflare you, it will 
fignify nothing. You muA be Mrs. Solmcs ; and 
that in a very few days. 

If confent of heart, and afTent of voice, be necef* 
fary to a Marriage, I am fure I never can, nor ever ■ 
will, be married to Mr. Solmes. And what will any 
of my relations be anfwerable for, if they force my 
hand into his, and hold it there till the fervice be read; 
I perhaps infenfible, and in fits, all the time ! 

What a romantic pidure of a forced Marriage have 
you drawn, Niece I Some people would fay, you 
have given a fine defcription of your own obHinacy^ 
child. 

My Brother and Sifter would : But you. Madam, 
dHtioguiih, I am fure, between obilinacy and aver- 
fion. 

Supfcfed averfion may owe its rife to real obftinncy, 
Bfy dear. 

1 know my own heart. Madam. I wlfh you did. 

Well, but fee Mr. Solmes once more. Niece* It 
will oblige^ and make for you, more thiin you ima- 
gine. 

What fhould I fee him for. Madam ? — Is the man 
ftmd of hearing me declare my averfion to bim ? — Fs 
he dtiicpus of having me more and more incenfe my 
friends againft myfelf ? — my cunnings my ambitious 
Brother / 

Ah, toy dear! — with a look o5 ig\v^ > ^^M^^xs^^-^ 

L 5 ^^^ 
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derftood the meaning of my etclamation — But muft 
Thatneceflarily be the cafe ? . 

Ic muft, Madam, if they will (ake offence at me 
for declaring my (ledfaft deteftation of Mr. Solmes^ 
as a Hafband. ' ' 

' Mr. Solmes is to be pitied, &id flie. He adores 
you. He longs to iee you once more. He loves you 
the better for your cruel ufage of him yefierday« H.C 
is in raptures about you* 

Ugly creature, thought I \ — He in raptures f; 

What a cruel wretch muft He be, (kid I, who can 
enjoy the diftrefs to which he fo largely contributes ! 
— But I fee, I fee, Madam, that I am conCdered as 
an animal to be baited, to make fport for my Brother 
and Sifter, and Mr. Solmes. They arc all, all o^ 
them, wanton in their cruelty.—-/, Madam, fee the 
man ! — the man fo incapable of pity I — Indeed I will 
not fee him, if I can help it. — Indeed I will aot. 

What a conftrudion docs your lively wit put upon 
the admiration Mr. Solmes exprefles of you 1 — Pai&on- 
ate as you were yefterday, and contemptuoufly as you 
treated him, he dotes upon you for the very feverity 
by which he fufflirs- He is not fo ungenerous a man 
as you think him : Nor has he an unfeeling heart.-* 
Let me prevail upon you, ray dear (as your Father 
and Mother expeft it of you) to fee him once more, 
and hear what he has to fay to you* 

How can I confent to fee him again, when yefter- 
day's interview was interpreted by you. Madam, as 
well as by every other, as an encouragement to him ? 
When I myfelf declared, that if I faw him a fecond 
time by my own confenr, it might be fo taken : And 
when I am determined never to encourage him ? 

.You might fpare your refleftions upon me, MIfs. 
I have no thanks either from one fide or the other. 

And away flie flung. 

Deareft Madam ! faid I, following her to the 
door — 

But 
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But fhe would not hear me further ; and her fudden 
breaking from me occafioned a hurry to fome mean 
liftener ; as the (lipping of a foot from the landing- 
place on the ftairs difcovered to me. 

I had fcarcely recovered myfelf from this attack^ 
wh^o up came Betty — Mifs^ . faid ihe, your company • 
u delire^ below-Ilairs in your own parlour* 

By wfioaijk Betty ? 

How can I tellj^ Mifs ? — Perhaps by your Sifter ? 
perhaps by your Brother— -I knovr tl^ey woA*t comC'. 
l^-ftairs to your apactment agaiiv- 

is Mr Solmes gone, Betty ? 

I believe he is, Mifs — Would * you ha.ve him fcnt 
for back ? falcTthe bold creature. 

Ddfrn I weqr : And to whom Ihould I be fent for, 
bbt to my Brother and ^r. Solmes ? The latter ftand- - 
ing fneaking behind the ddor, fo that I faw him not, , 
tUl I was mockingly led by the hand into the room by 
my Brother* And then I ftarted as if J had beheld a, ^ 
^ott. 

You are tofit <lo^n^ Qary. 

And w]^t th^n Broker ? 

.Why then you are to pi^t off that fcornful look, 
and hear what Mr. Solmes has to fay to, you. 

Sent for down to bp hmed again, thought I ? 

Madam, faid Mr. Soloxesy as lif in haftd to fpeak, • 
left he ftiould not have ap opportunity glvei^him [and 
inJeed he judged right] Mr. Lovelace is a declared 
Afarriage-ijit^r, and has a df %n upoA yojnr honour, 
if ever — 

Bafe accufer I faid I,] Jn a paffibn, fnatching my 
hand from my Brother, who was infolently motion- 
ing to give it to Mr. Solmes ; he has not !— he dares 
not! — B\jtyou have» if endeavouring to force a free , 
mind be to difhonour it ! 

Ox thou violent creature ! faid my Brother — But 
SjLOt gone yet — for I was ruihing away. 

L 6 NS V^^. 
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What mean you, Sir, [ftmggling vehemently to 
get avayj to detain me thus agaiuft my wi]] ? 

YoQ (hall not go, Violence ; dafping his unbro- 
therly arms about me. 

Then let not Mr. Solmes ftay. — Why hold you me 
thus ? He (hall not for your own faice, if I can help 
it, fee how barbaroufly a Brother can treat a Sifter 
who deferves not evil treatment. 

And I ftruggled fo vehemently to get from him, 
that he was forced to quit my hand ; which he did 
with thefc words — Begone then. Fury ! — How firong 
IS will ! — There is no holding her. 

And up I flew to my chamber, and locked myfclf 
jDy trembling, and out of breath. 

In lefs than a quarter of an hour, up came Betty. 
I let her in upon her tapping, and aiking (half out of 
breath too) for admittance. 

The Lord have mercy upon us ! faid (he — What 
a confttfion $fa hou/e is This! [hurrying up and down, 
fanning hcrfclf with her handkerchiefj Such angry 
Mafters and Miftrcffcs ! — Such an obftinate young 
Lady ! — Such an humble Lover ! — Such enraged Un- 
cles ! — Such — O dear ! — dear ! What a topfy-turvy 
houfe is This ! — And all for what, trow ? — Only be* 
caufe a young Lady may be happy, and will not ? — 
Only becaufe a young Lady will have a Hufband, and 
will not have a Hufband ? What hurly-burlics arc 
here, where all ufed to be peace and quietncfs ! 

Thus fhe ran on to hcrfelf ; while 1 fat as patiently 
as I could (being afTured that her errand was not de- 
iigned to be a welcome one to me) to obferve when 
her foliloquy would end. 

At laft, turning to me — I muft do as I am bid. I 
can't help it — Don't be angry with me, Mifs. But I 
muft carry down your pen and ink : And that, this 
moment. 

By whofe order ? 

]^y yoMT Papa's and M^^tntnai's. 
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How (hall I koow that ? 

She offered to go to my clofet : I ftept in before 
her : Touch it, if you dare. 

Up came my. Coufin Dolly — Madam f — Madam ! 
faid iho^oorwcepinggood-naurcd creature, in broken 
fentences — You muft — indeed you muft — deliver to 
Betty — or to me — your pen and ink. 

Muft I, my fweet Coufin? Then I will to you ; 
but not to this bold body. . And fo I gave my ftand- 
i(h to her. 

I am forry, very forry, faid Mifs, to be the mef- 
fcnger : But your Papa will not have you in the fame 
houfe with him : He b refolved you (hall be carried 
away to-morrow, or Saturday at fartheft. And there- 
fore your pen and ink are taken away, that you may 
give no-body notice of ir. 

And away went the dear girl, very forrowful, car- 
rying down with her my ftandifh, and all its furniture, 
and a little parcel of pens befide, which having been 
feen when the great fcarch was made, (he was bid to 
a(k for. As it happened, I had not dlminifhed ir, 
having hid half a dozen crow-quills in as many dif- 
ferent places. It was lucky ; for I doubt not they 
kad numbered how many were in the parcel. 

JBetty ran on, telling me, that my Mother was 
no(w as much inceofed againft me as aoy-body — 
That my doom was fixed — ^That my violent beha- 
viour had not left one to plead for me — That Mr. 
Splmes bit his lip, and muttered, and feemed to htvi 
more in bis head^ than couid come out at bis mouth \ that 
vras her pbrafe. 

And yet (he alfo hinted to me, that the cruel '|retch 
took plea lure in feeing me ; altho* fo much to my dif- 
guft — And fo wanted to fee mc again^ Muft he not 
be aTavage, my dear I 

The wiinch went on— That mr Uncle Harlowe 
faid. That now he gave me up. — That he pitied Mc» 
Solmes — Yet hoped he would not i\im>t ol T^^evv^ xo 

8 XEV-J 
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my detriment hereafter ; That my Uncle Antony was 
of opinion. That lougfat lo fmart^ for it : Ani^ for 
her part — And then, as one of the £uAilyj| fhe gave - 
her opinion of the fame fide« 

As I have no other way of hearing anyvthing that 
is faid or intended below^ I hear fometimes more pa- 
tiently than I otherwife ihould do with her impertinence. 
And indeed (he feems to be in aU my Brother's and 
Sifter*! counfcls. 

Mifs Hervey came up again, and demanded an half<« 
pint ink-bottle which they had feen in my dofet. 

I gave it her without hefitation. 

If they have no fufpicion of my bein^ able to writer 
they wiU perhaps let me (lay longer than otherwife 
they would. 

This^ my dear, is now my dtuation* 

All my.dependence« all my hopes, are in your Mo- 
ihi^r's favour. But&r^hat, I know not nuhat \~ 
.inight 40 : l^or v^hA cai]^ tell what will come next ? 

LETTER XXXV. 

^//i Clarissa Harlowb, 7*^ Tkfj// Howe. 

Weinefday^ Four o* Clock in the Afternoon* • 
*? Am juft returned from depofiting the Letter I fo 
^ lately fipifhed, and fuch of Mr. Lovelace's Letters ' 
as I had; not fent you. My long Letter I found re- 
maining there — So you will have both together. 

I am concerned, methinks, it is not with you. -^ 
But your fervant cannot always be at leifurc. Kow- 
ever, I will depofit as fad as I write. 1 muft keep no- 
thing by me now ; and when I write, lock myfclf in, 
that I n>ay not be furprifed now they think I have no 
pen a>i^i ink. 

I found in the ufual place another Letter from this 
diligent man *. And by its contents, a confiigiation 
that nothing paffes in this houie but he knows it ; and 
that almoft as (oon as it pafles. For this Letter muft 
haic been written before he could have received my 

BUlci i 
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Billet ; and deported I fuppofe whea that was taken 
away ; yet he coiopliments me in it upon afierting 
jnyfelf (as he calk it) on that occafion to my Uncle 
and Mr. Solmes. 

1 He4iirure8 me, however, that they are more and 
* more determined to fubdvie m^. 

^ He fends me the complimexits of his family ; and 
acquaints me with their earneft defire to fee me a* 
mongft them. Moft vehemently does he pre& for 
my quitting This houfe, while it is in my power to 
getaway: And again craves leave to order his Uncle's 
Chariot-and-fix to attend my commands at the ftile ' 
leading to the coppice adjoining to the paddock, 
< Sctdements to my own will he again offers. Lord 
M. and La^y Ss^^h and Lady Betty to be guaran* 
tees of \)i9 hgupw apd juftice. But, if 1 chufe not 
to go to ei^ther of thofe Ladies, nor yet to make him 
.the happieft of kneu fo fooji^ as. it is neverthelefs his 
hope that I will, hie urges me to withdraw to my 
own houfe, and to accept of my Lord M. for my 
guardian and protef^or til)l my Coufin Morden ar-, 
rives. He can, cpn^rive, he fays, to give me ea(y 
poiTeffioi^ of it, and will fill it with his female Kt\A\ 
tions oa the firft invitation from me ; aad Mrs,- 
Norton, or Mijis Howe, may be undoubtedly p^e-. 
vailed upon to be with me for a ume. There can be 
no pretence for litigation, he fays, wl^n 1 am once 
in it. Nor, if I chufe to have it (o, wiljt he appear ' 
to vifit me ; nor prefume to mention Marriage to 
me, till all is quiet and eafy; till every method I (hall. 
prefcribe for a Reconciliation with my friends 
is tried; till my Coufin comes ; till fuch Settle . 
ments are drawn as he (hall approve of for me; and 
that I have uneaceptionable proofs of his own good 
behaviour.' 

As to the difgrace a perfon of my character may 
be apprehenfive of upon quiuing my Father's k<^\^Ct.^ 
he obfervcs (too truly I doubt) * TVv^x. ^^t utax««.^'^^ 
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meet with it in every one's moutb : iTet* he fays, 
that the public voice is in my favour : My friends 
themfelves, he fays, ^xpeEl that I will do myfelf 
what he calls, this juftice: Why clfe do they con- 
fine me ? He urges, that, thus treated, the inde- 
pendence I have a right to will be my fufficient ex- 
cufe, going but from their houfe to my own, if I 
chufe that meafure ; or in order to take poffeffion 
of my own, if I do not : That all the difgrace I can 
receive, they have already given me : That his con- 
cern and his family's concern in my honour, will 
be equal to my own, if he may be fo happy ever 
to call me his : And he prefumes, he fays, to aver, 
that no family can better fupply the lofs of my own 
friends to me than his, in whatever way I fhall do 
them the honour to accept of his and their pro- 
tedioo. 

* But he repeats* that, in all events, he will oppofe 
my being carried to my Uncle's ; being welUafTured, 
that I (hall be loft to him for ever, if once I enter 
into that houfe.* He tells me, * That my Brother 
and Sifter, and Mr. Solmes, defign to be there to 
receive me : That my Father and Mother will not 
come near me till the Ceremony is actually over : 
And that then they will appear, in order to try to 
reconcile me to my odious Huft>and, by urging upon 
me the obligations I fliall be fuppofcd to be under 
from a double duty.** 
How, my dear, am I driven on one fide, and in- 
vited on the other ! — This laft intimation is but a too 
probable one. All the fteps they take feem to tend to 
ibis ! Apd, indeed, they have declared almoft as much. 
He owns, * That he has already taken his mea- 

* fures upon this intelligence : — But that he \sfo de- 

* firous for my fake (I muft fvppojej he fayp, that he 

* owes them no forbearance for their oun) to avoid 

* coihing to extremities, that he has fuftered a perlon, 
' whom they do not fufpt&> xo ^t^alnt them with 

^ \slvw 
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his refolutioQSi as if conae at hf accideot, if thej 
perfift 10 their defign to cany me by violence ta 1117 
Uncle's : to hopes, that they may be induced from 
the fear of muchief which may enfue, to change 
their meafures : And yet he is aware, that he has 
expofed himfelf to the greateft rifques by having 
caafed this intimation to be given them ; iinc^'j if 
he cannot benefit himfelf by their fears, there is no 
doubt but they will doubly guard themfelves ag^inft 
him upon it/ 

What a dangerous enterprizer, however,is this man i 
* He begs a few lines from me by way of anf^ver 
to this Letter, either this evening, or to-morrow 
morning. If he be not fo favoureJ* he fhall con- 
clude, from what he knows of the fixed decermi<^ 
nation of my Relations, that I {h^\\ be under a defer 
reftraint than before : And- he fhall be obliged to 
take his meafures according to that prefumption/ 
" Tou will fee by this abilra£t, as well as by his Let- 
ter preceding This (for both run in the fame ftrain) 
bow ftraogely forward the difiSculty of my fituation 
has brought him in his declarations and propofals i and 
la his threatenings too : Which, but for That, I 
would not take from htm. 

SometbHlg, however. I mud {peedily refolve upon, 
or it will be out of my power to help myfelf. 

Now I think of it, I will inclofe his Letter (fo 
might have fpared the abftradt of it) that you n^ay the 
better judge of all his propofals, and intelligence ; 
and left it fhould fall into other hands. I cannot for- 
get the contents, altho* 1 am at a lofs what aofwer to 
return fa J. 

I cannot bear the thoughts of throwing myfelf upan 
the proteAion of his friends : — Bat I will not examine 
his propofals clofely till I hear from yon. Indeed, I 
have no eligible hope, but in your Motbei's goodnefs. 

(a) Slie accordingly inclofes Mr LovcUcc*s Icuei. %^X. ^* \?cv^ tjv^^ 
suterLii cootena 0/ it are fives la her AAiftxa^ ili» qtdaxxk^. 
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Hers is a procefiioo I coDld more reputabfy fly to^ 
than to That of anj other perfim : Aod from hers 
(hould be ready to return to my Father's (for the 
breach then would not be irreparable, as it would bCy^ 
if 1 fled to his family ) : To riturn^ I repeat, on fuch 
terms as (hall fecure but my Negative \ not my Inde- 
fendence : I do not aim at That (fo (hall lay yoor^ 
&Iother under the left difSculty) ; aUhoogh I have a 
right to be put into poilcffion of my Grandfather's E* 
fiate, if I were to infift upon it:-^Snch a righti I- 
snean, as my Brother exerts in the Eftate kft iim ; 
and which no4)ody difpntes.— God forUd, that I 
flumld erer think mylelf £reed from my Father's rea* 
fcnahli controul, whatever right rsv] Grandfather's 
Will has ghreu me 1 He. go^ gendeman, left me 
that Eftatej as a reward of my dutyt and not to fet 
me above it, as has been juftly hinted to me : And 
this refleAion makes me more fearfiil of not anfwer^ 
ing the intendon of fo valuaUe a bequeft.— O that 
my friends knew but my heart ! — ^Would but think of 
it as they ufed to do ! — For once more, I fay. If it 
deceive me not» it is not altered, altho' theirs are I 

Would but your Mother permit you to fend her^ 
chariot, or chaife, to the bye*place where Mr. Love- 
lace propofes Lord M.'s (hall eome (provoked, inti- 
midatedi and apprehen&ve as I am) 1 would not hefi* 
tate a moment what to do* Place me any-where, as 
1 have faid bcfore«-^In acott, in a garret ; any-where- 
— Difguifed as a Servant'*— or let me pafsas a Servant's 
Sifter — So that I may but efcape Mr. Solmes on ona 
liand,- and the difgrace of refuging with the family of 
a man at enmity with my own, on the other ; and t« 
ihall be in fome meafure happy ! — Should your good 
Mother refufe me, what refuge, or whofe, can 1 fly 
to ? — Deareft creature, advifc your diftrefled friend. 

I BROKE off here — ^I was fo cxccflively uneafy, 

thatv 
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that I durft not truft mjfelf with my own refle£lions : 
I therefore went down to the garden, to try to oaltn 
my mind, by fhifting the fcene,. I took but one turn 
upon the Filbeard-walk, when Betty came to me. 
Ijere, Mifs, it your Papa— Here is your Uncle An- 
tony ! — Here is my young Mafter-r^od my young 
Miftrefs, coming to take a walk in the garden ; and' 
your Papa fends me to fi:e where you are, for fear he 
Ihould meet you. 

I ftruck into an oblique path, and got behind the 
3^w-hedge,. feeing, my SiAer appear ; and there con- 
cealed myfelf till they were gone paft me. 

My Mother, it ieems, is not well. My poor Mother 
keep* her chamber— Should fhe be worfe, I fhould' 
have an additional anbappinefs, in apprebenfion that 
my reputed undutifuloeis has touched her hea^. 

Tou caaooi imagine what my emotions were be* 
htnd the yew-hedge, on feeing my Father fo near me. 
I was glad to look at him thro' the hedge as he pafled 
by ; But I trembled in every joint, when I heard him 
ucccr th$fi words : Son James, To YoU| and to Bella, 
and to Ton^ Brother, do I wholly commit this mat- 
ter. That I was meant, I cannot doubt. And yet^ 
why was I fo affcAed ; iince 1 may be faid to have 
been given up to the cruelty of my Brother and Siftei^ 
ff^ aunj dayi paft i 

Hi » 

Whilb my Father remained in the garden, I fent 
mjf dutiful compliments to my Mother, with inquiry 
9fW her heahhji, by Shorey, whom I met accidencally 
upon the ftairt ; for none o! the fervants, except my 
goalerefs,, dare to throw themfelves in my way. I had 
t|ie mortification of fuch a return, as made me repent 
my mefiage, though not my concern for health. * Let^ 
' her not inquire after the diforders fhe occafions,f 
lyaa the harfh anfwer. ' I will not receive any com- 
' pliments from her.' 

Very, vf/y hardj; my dear!. Indeed v\V&.'^trjV^^^ 
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t HATE the pleafure to hear that my Mother is al^- 
ready better. A colicky diforder, to which fhe is too 
Aibjcft. It IS hoped it is gone oflF.— God fend it may ! — 
Every evil that happens in this houfe is owing to me I 

This good news was told me, with a circumftance 
▼ery unacceptable : for Betty faid, (he had orders to 
let me know, that my garden-walks and poultry- 
Tifits were fufpe£led ; and that both will be prohibttctl, 
if I ftay here till Saturday or Monday. 

Poflibly this is faid by orderj to make nsie go with 
kfs reluAance to my Uncle's, 

My Mother bid her fay^ if I expoftulated about 
thefe orders, and about my pen and ink, * That read* 
' ipg was more to the purpofe, at prefent, than wri* 

* ting : That by die one, I Diight be taught my dutj; 
' That the other, conlidering whom I was believed 
' to write fo, only ftiflftned my wiU : That my oeedle* 
' works had better be purfucd, than my airings ; which 

* were obfrfcd to be taken in all weathers.' 

So, my dear, if I do not rcfolve upon fomething 
foon, I £hall neither be able to avoid the intended 
evil, nor have it in my power to correfpond with 
you. 

Weinejiay Night. 

All is in a hurry bclow-ftairs. Betty is in an* 
out like a fpy. Something is working, I know not 
what. I am really a good deal difordered in body as 
well as mmd. Indeed I am quite heart-fick. 

I will go down tho' 'lis almoft dark, on pretence 
two^fSr Vl ^'^ l"^ comporure. Robert has my 
This vTh \ ^T^y^""^^ "^^ •• And I will depofit 

Jn-So^rV Sp'; \^^ '-All » fo »™>.ir 

nent. horryinely, 4s T ^rTv^'^S out of one apart- 
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ice ; twice with me io half an hour; called down 
[le by Shorey the laft time ; leaving me with ftill 
meaning in her looks and geftures — Yet poffibly 
ng in all this worthy of my apprehenfions.— 
re again comes the creature, with her deep- drawn 
ed fighs, and her dear's ! dear's I 

>RE dark hints thrown out by this faucy crea- 
But £he will not explain herfelf. '* Suppofe 
s pretty bufinefs ends in murder, (he fays \ I 
qr rue my oppofition^ as long as I live, for aught 
r knows. Parents will not be baffled out of their 
ildren by impudent gentlemen ; nor is it fit they 
}ald. It may come home to me when I leaft ex^ i^ 
ft it." 

kefe s^re the gloomy and perplexing hints this im- 
lent throws out. Probably they arife from the 
mation Mr. Lovelace fays he has fecretly per- 
d them to have (from his vile double faced a- 
Ifuppofe !) of his refolution to prevent my be- 
arried to my Uncle's. 

^^juftfyy if fo, may this ezafperate them ! — How 
driven to and fro, like a feather in the wind, at 
»leafure of the rafh, the felfifh, and the head- 
\g ! and when I am as averfe to the proceedings 
le one» as I am to thofe of the other ! Fbr altho* 
8 induced to carry on this unhappy correfpond- 
, as I think I ought to call it, in hopes to pre* 
mifchief : yet indifcreet meafures are fallen up- 
y the rafh man, before I> who am fo much con- 
ed in the event of the prefent contentions, can be 
ulted : And between his violence on one hand, 
that of my relations on the other, I find myfelf 
mger from both. i 

my dear I what is worldly wilHom but the height 
»lly ?— I, the meaneft, at leaft the youngeft, of 
Father's family, to thruftmylelf in the gap be, 



i 






n^B The History of VoKi. 

twcen fiich uncootroulable fpirits I-^To the intcrcep- 
tiDg, perhaps^ of the defigos of Providencf) which 
may intend to make thefe hoftile fpirits their own pu- 
nifhersv— If fo, what prefumption I — Indeed, my dcitt 
friendy I am afraid I have thought myfelf of too much 
confequence. But| however this be^ it is gcod^ v/bm 
calamities befal us^ that v/ejhould look into ourfihest and 
fsar. 

If I am prevented depofiting diis and the indofed 
(as I intend to try to do, late as it is) I will add 
to it as occafion fhaii offer. Mean time, believe 
me to be 

Twr tver'-a^tEiimatt and grateful 

Cl. Harlowi. 

Vnder the Juperfcriptixm^ written witi a pencil, afttf 
Jbe went down* 

• My two former are not yet taken away.— ^I am 
* fiirprifcd" — I hop6 yoti art wcl1^«— I hope AD It 
' right betwixt yoiir Mother and you* 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Mi/sHov/E, To 7>f(/} Clarissa Harl OWE. 

Thurfday Morning, {j4pril g^) 

I HAVE your three Letters. Never was there a 
creature more impatient on the moft interefting 
uncertainty than I was, to know the event of the In- 
terview between you and Soltncd. 

It behoves me to account to my dear fiiend, in 
her prefcnt unhappy fituation, for every-thing that 
may have the leafi appearance of negligence or re- 
milTners on iny part. I fent Robin in the morning 
early, in hopes of a depofit. He loitered about the 
place till near Ten till no purpofe ; and then came a- 
way ; my Mother having given him a letter to carry 
to Mr. Hunt's, which he was to deliver before Three, 
wbea onlyi in the day-tioiei that gentleman is at 

home; 
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liomc ; and to bring her back an Anfwer to it. Mr. 
Hunt's houfe, you know^ lies wide from Harlowe- 
Place* Robin but juft faved his time ; and returned 
not till it was too late to fend him again. I could on- 
ly direA him to let out before day this morning ; andj 
if he got any Letter^ to ride as for his life to bring it 
to me. 

I lay by myfelf s A moft uneafy liight- 1 had thro* 
impatience ; and being ^ifcompofed with it, lay long- 
er than ufual. juft as T Was rifcti> in came Kitty, from 
Robin, with your three Letters. I was not a quarter 
drefled ; and only ilipt on my morning Sac ; proceed-^ 
ing no further till I had read them all through, long 
as they are : And yet I often flopped to rave aloud 
(tho' by myfelf) at the dcTilifh people you have to 
deal with. 

How my heart ri(es at them all ! How poorly did 
they deiSgn to trick you into an encouragement of 
Solmes, from the extorted interview ! — ^I am very, 
very angry at your Aunt Hervey— To give up her own 
judgment fo tamely ! — And, not content to do fo, to 
become fuch an a^five inftrument in their hands f— 
Bot it is fo like the world ! — So like my Mother too I 
-^Next to her own child, there is not any-body li- 
ving (he values fo much as fhe docs you : — Yet it is-^ 
Why fhould we embroil ourfelves, Nancy, with the 
affairs of other people? 

(9tJfer peopU! — How I hate the poor words, where 
frieadfhip is concerned^ and where the proteAion to 
be given may be of fo much confequence to a friend, 
and of fo little detriment to one's felf I 

I am delighted with your fpirit, however. I ex* 
pcAed it npt from you. Nor did They, I am fure. 
Nor would you^ perhaps, have exerted it> if Lovelace's 
intelligence of Solmes*s Nurfery-offices had not fct 
you up. I wonder not that the wretch is faid to love 
you the better for ir. What an honour would it be 
to him to have fuch a wife ? And \a caca^ ^.xtxik^v&j^ 
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you when you are fo. He muft indeed be a favagCi 
as you fay. — Ycc is be lefs to blaine for bis perfeve- 
ranee, than thofe of your own family, whom mofi 
you reverence, for theirs* 

It is welly as I have often faid, that I have not fncli 
provocations and trials ; I fliould perhaps long ago 
have taken your Coufio Dolly's advice — Tet dare I 
not to touch that key. — I fhall always love the good 
girl for her tcndernefs to you. 

I knuw not what to fay to Lovelace ; nor what to 
think of his promifes^ nor of his propofals to you. 
'Tis certain that you are highly cfteemcd by all bis fa- 
mily. The ladies are perfons of unblemifihed honour* 
My Lord M. is alfo (as Men and Peers go) a man of 
honour. I could tell what to advife any other perfon 
in the world to do but you. So much expe£ked from 
you ! — Such a fhining light ! — Your quitting your fe- 
ther's houie, and throwing yourfelf into the protec- 
tion of a family^ however honourable, that has a man 
in it, whofc perfon, parts, declarations, and preten- 
iions, will be thought to have engaged your warmcft 
edeem ; — Methinks I am rather for advifing that you 
(hould get privately to London ; and not to let either 
him, or any-body elfe but me, know where you are, 
till your Coufin Morden comes. 

As 10 i^uing to your Uncle's, that you mufl not do, 
if you can help it* Nor mud you have Solmes. that's 
certain : Not only becaufe of his unwortbinefs in eve- 
ry relpeA, but becaufe of the averfion you have fo 
openly avowed to him; which every- body knows and 
talks of; as they do of your approbation of the other. 
For your reputation* fake therefore, as well as to pre- 
vent mifchief, you muft either live iiogle, or have 
Lovelace. w 

If you think of gctng to London, let me know ; 
and I hope you will have time to allow mc a further 

concert 
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home ; and to bring her back an Anfwer to it. Mr. 
Hunt's houfe, you know, lies wide from Harlowe* 
iPiace* Robin but juft faved his time ; and returned 
not till it was too late to fend him again, I could on- 
ly dircA him to let out before day this morning ; and^ 
if he got any Letter, to ride as for his life to bring It 
■to me. 

I lay by myfelf s A moft uneafy liight- 1 had thro* 
impatience ; and being ^ifcompofed with it, lay long- 
er than ufuai. juft as T Was rifcti> in came Kitty, from 
Robin, with your three Letters. I was not a quarter 
drefled ; and only flipt on my morning Sac ; proceed-^ 
ing no further till I had read them all through, long 
as they are : And yet I often flopped to rave aloud 
{tho* by myfelf) at the devilifh people you have to 
deal with. 

How my heart ri(es at them all ! How poorly did 
they defign to trick you into an encouragement of 
Solmes, from the extorted interview ! — ^I am very, 
▼cry angry at your Aunt Hervey— To give up her own 
judgment fo tamely ! — And, not content to do fo, to 
become fuch an a^live inftrument in their hands f— 
But it is fo like the world ! — So like my Mother too I 
-^Next to her own child, there is not any-body li- 
ving (he values fo much as fhe docs you : — Yet it is-^ 
.Why fhould we embroil ourfclves, Nancy, with the 
affairs of other people i 

(hJker p€oph! — How I hate the poor words, where 
friendfhip is concerned, and where the proteAion to 
' be given may be of fo much confequence to a friend, 
and of fo little detriment to one's felf I 

I am delighted with your fpirit, however. I ex* 
peAed it npt from you. Nor did They, I am fure* 
Nor would youy perhaps, have exerted it, if Lovelace's 
intelligence of Solmes*s Nurfery-offices had not fet 
you up. I wonder not that the wretch is faid to love 
you the better for ir. What an honour would it be 
to him to have fuch a wife i And he c^ii\^^ t.^cx!kNn\^ 



242 I'be History of Vol. 2. 

A little interruption.— What is breakfift to the 
fubjcA I tm upon ? 

London, I am told, it the beft hiding-place in the 
world. I have written nothing but what f will ftand 
to at the word of command. Women love to engage 
in knight-errantry, now-and-then, as well as to en- 
courage it in the men. But in your cafe, what I pro 
pofe will not feem to have any thing of that nature 
in it. • It will enable me to perform what b no more 
than a duty in ferving and comforting a dear and 
worthy friend, who labours under undeferved op- 
preflion : And you will ennoble^ as I may fay, your 
Anna Howe, if you allow her to be your companion 
in afflidioa. 

I will engage, my dear, we (hall not be in town 
together one month, before we furmount all difficul- 
ties ; and This without being beholden to any men« 
fellows for their proteftion. 

I mud repeat what I have often faid. That the au* 
thors of your perfecutions would not have prefumed 
to fet on foot their felfifh fchemes againft you, had 
they not depended upon the gcntlenefs of your fpirit: 
Tho' now, having gone fo far, and having engaged 
C/rf Authority in it [Chide me if you will!] nei- 
ther he nor they know how to recede. 

When they find you out of their reach, and know 
that I am with you, you'll fee how they'll pull in 
their odious horn?. 

I chink, however, that you fhould have written to 
your Coufin Morden the moment they had begun to 
treat you difgracefuHy. 

1 fh<ill be impatient to hear whether they will at- 
tempt to carry you to your Uncle's. I remember, 
that Lord M.*s diimiffed Bailiff reported of Lovelace, 
that he had fix or ftvcn companions as bad as him* 
felf ; and that the country was always glad when they 
hit it {a). He adually has^ as I hear, fuch a knot 

(a) Vol. I. p a.3. of 
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of them about him pow. And, depend upon it, he 
will not fuffer them quietly to carry you to your Un- 
cle's : And whofe muft you be, if he fucceeds in ta- 
king you from them ? 

I tremble for you but upon fuppojing what may be 
the confequence of a conflift upon this occafion. Love* 
lace owes fome of them vengeance. This gives me 
a double concern, that my Mother (hould refufe her 
confent to the protection I had fet my heart iipcn pro« 
curing for you. 

My Mother will not breakfaft without me. A 
quarrel has its conveniencies fome times. Yet too 
much LovCi I think, is as bad as too little. 

We have juft now had another pull. Upon my 
word, (he is excejjivety — What fliall I fay ? — wipef 
fuadahle — I muft let her oflF with that foft word. 

Who was the old Greek, that faid^ He governed 
Athens ; his Wife, him ; and his Son^ her ? 

It was not my Mother's fault £1 am writing to ym^ " 
you know] that flie did not govern my Father. But 
1 am but a Daughter I — Yet I thought I was not 
quite fo powerlefs when 1 was fet upon carrying a 
point; as I find myfelf to be. 

Adieu, my dear ! — Happier times muft come — And 
that quickly too. — The ftrings cannot long continue 
thus overftrained. , They muft break or be relaxed. 
In either way, the Ceiuinty muft be preferable to 
the Sufpenfcr. 

One word more ! 

1 think in my confcience you muft take one of 
thefe two alternatives ; either To confent to let us go 
to London together privately [In which cafe, I will 
procure a vehicle, and meet you at your appointment 
at the Stile to Mvhich Lovelace propofes to bring his 
Uncle's chariot]; or, To put yourlelf into the pro- 
icftion cf Lord M. and the Ladies of his family. 
• Yoa have another, indeed ; and lbax\%^ \^ '^^m ^'«^ 

M 2 ^WViwDw^ 
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abfolutely refoWed agaiaft SolmeSj to meet and marry 
Lovelace direAly. 

Which*foever of thefe you make choice of, you 
ivill have This plea, both to yourfelf^ and to the world, 
that you are concluded by the fame uniform principle 
that has governed your whole conduft, ever fince 
the contention between Lovelace and your Brother 
has been on foot : That is to (ay^ that you have chofeo 
a lefTcr evil, in hope to prevent a greater. 

^dieu ! and Heaven direct for the beft^ my beloved 
creature^ prays 

Her 

Akna Hows. 

LETTER XXXVIL 

Mtfs Clarissa Harlowe, Tq Mifs Howe. 

Tburfiay^ April 6. 

T Thank you, my deareft friend, for the pains yoo 
-^ have taken in accounting fo afiefiionately for my 
papers not being taken away jef^erday ; and for the 
kind proteAion you would have procured for mcj if 
you could. 

This kind protefllon was what I wiflicd for : But 
my wifhes, raifed at firft by your Love, were rather 
governed by my defpair of other refuge [having be- 
fore caft about, and not being able to determine, what 
I ought to do, and what I could do, in a fituation fo 
unhappy] than by a reafonabic hope: For why indeed 
Ihould anybody embroil thcmfclvcs'for others, when 
they can avoid it I 

All my confolation is, as I have frequently faidj 
that I have not, by my own inadvertence or folly, 
brought myielf into this fad fituation. If I had^ I 
fhould not have dared to look up to any -body with 
the expectation of protection or aiGftance, nor to you 
for excufe of the trouble I give you. But Acverthe- 
Itfs M'c /hould not be angry at a perfon's not doing 

that 
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that for ourrelves, or for our frieodj which (he thinks 
file ought not to do ; and which (he has it in her 
option either to do, or to let it ahnc. Much lefs 
have you a right to be difpleafed with To prudent a 
Motherj for not engaging herfolf fo warmly in my 
favour, as you wilhed (he would. If my own Aunc 
can give me up» and that againft her judgment, as I 
may prefiime to fay ; and if my Father and Mother^ 
and Uncles, who once loved me (b well, can join 
fo ftrenuoufly againft me ; can / e&peft, or ought 
jQU, the protection of your Mother, in oppojiiion to» 
fhem I 

Indeed^ my dear Love [Permit me to be very 
ferious] 1 am afraid I am fingled out (either for my 
own faults, or for the faults ot my family, or perhaps 
for the faults of both) to be a veiry unhappy crea- 
ture ! — :fignally unhappy ! For fee you not how irre* 
fidibly. the waves of affliction come tumbling dowa 
upon me ^ 

We have been till within ihtfe few weeks,, every 
one of us,^ too happy. No crofTes,, no vexations, 
but what wc gave ourfelves from the pumper dnefsy as 
I oiay call it,,, of our own wills. Surrounddd by our 
heaps and (tores hoarded up as faft acquired, we 
bave feemed to think ourfelves out of the reach of 
the bolts of adverfe fare. I was the pride of all my 
£riends> proud myfelf of their pride,. a«d glorying in 
my (landing. Who knows what the ju(tice of Hea* 
▼en may inflidt, in. order to conviace us^ that we are 
not out of the reich of misfortune ; and to reduce us 
to a better reliance, than what we have. hitherto pre-^ 
liimptuoufly made ? 

I (hould have been very little the better for the 
Canverfatlon-vifits which the good Dr. Lewen ufed. 
<o honour me with, and for the principles wrought 
(at I may fay) into my earlitft mind by my pious 
Mrs. Norton, founded on her reverend Fathci^'^ ^'v* 
gcricoce, as well as on her own, \£ \ coxjX^ xw^x. "Cko^ 
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retrofpcfl and argue, in fuch a ftrange fituation as wc 
arc in. Strange, I may well call it ; for don't you 
fee, my dear, that we feem all to be impelled, as it 
were by a pervcrfe fate, which Done of us are able 
to refid ? — And yet all arifing (with a ftrong appear- 
ance of felf-punidiment) from ourfelves ? Do not my 
Parents fee the hopeful children, from whom they 
expelled a perpetuity of worldly happinefs to their 
branching family, now grown up to anftrer the UU 
now di(\ant hope, fetting their angry faces againft 
each other, pulling up by the roots, as I may fay, 
that hope which was ready to be carried into a proba* 
blc certainty ? 

Your partial Love will be ready to acquit me of 
capital and intmtional faults : — But oh, my dear ! 
my calamities have humbled me enough to make mc 
turn my gaudy eye inward ; to make me look into 
inyfelf. — And what have I difcovered there ? — Why, 
my dear friend, more fecret pride and vanity than 
I could have thought had lain in my unexamined 
heart. 

I^ /am to be fingled out to be tht punijher of my- 
fcU and family, who fo lately was the pride of it, 
pray for'me, my dear, that I may not be left wholly 
to myfclf ; and that I may be enabled to fupport my 
chaia<Ster, (o as to be y/z/^/y acquitted of wilful and 
premeditated fauhs. The will of Providence be re- 
iigned to in the reft : As that leads, let me patiently, 
and unrepiningly, follow ! — I fliall not live always ! — 
May but my clofing fcene be happy I 

But I will^not opprcfs you, my deareft friend, with 
further reflections of this fort. I will take them all 
into myfelf. Surely I have a mind that has room for 
them. My affliftions are too fharp to laft long. The 
crifis is at hand. Happier times you bid me hope for. 
I ivii/ hope. 

•^UTyet, I cannot but be impatient at times, to 

fiad 
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find myfelf thus driven, and my charaAer fo depre- 
ciated and funk, that were all the future to be happy, 
1 ihould be aihamed to (hew my face in public, or 
to look up. And all by the innigaitoQ of a fclfiili 
Brother, and envious Sifter. — 

But let me ftop : Let me refleft !«— Are not thefe 
fuggeftions the fuggeftions of the fecret pride I have 
been cenfuring? Then, already (o impatient ! But 
this moment fo refigned, fo much better difpofcd for 
reflexion ! Tet 'lis hard, 'tis very hard, to fubdue 
an embittered fpirit I — In the inflant of its tiial too ! 
— O my cruel Brother ! — But now it rifcs again. — I 
will lay down a pen I am fo little able to govern. 
•—And I will try to fubdue an impatience, which 
(if my afflidlions are fent me for corrective ends) 
may oiherwife lead me into fliil more punifliable 
errors. — 

I WILL return to a fubjeA which I cannot fiy 
from for ten minutes together — called upon efpeciaily 
as I am, by your three alternatives dated in the con- 
clufion of your laftr 

As to the firft ; to wit, Your advice for me to efcape 
to London — Let mc tell you, that the other hint or 
propofal which accompanies it, perfectly frightens 
sne-— Surely, my dear (happy as you are» and indul- 
gently treated as your Mother treats you) you cannot 
mean what you propofe ! What a wretch muft I be, 
iff for one moment only, I could lend an ear to fuch 
a propofal as this I — /, to be the occafion of making 
fuch a Mother's (perhaps ^r^^;3^</) life unhappy to 
the laft hour of it 1 — Ennoble you, my dear creature I 
How muft fuch an enterprize (the raflincfs public^ 
the motives, were they ezcufable, private) debale 
you !-r-But I will not dwell upon the fubjeft-^For 
your awn fake 1 will not. 

As to your fecond alternative, To put myfelf into 
the protehion rf Lord M. and rf the Ladus of tWt 

M 4 Jam\\:>^ 



248 7he History tf Vol. 2. 

family^ I own to you (as I believe I have owned be- 
fore) that altho' to do This would be the fame things 
in the eye of the worlds as putting myfclf into Mr. 
Lovelace's proteAion, yet I think I would do it rather 
than be Mr. Solmes's Wife, if there were evidently no 
other way to avoid being fo. 

Mr. Lovelace, you have feen, propofes to contrive 
a way to put me into po/Teffion of my own houfe ; and 
he tells me, that he will foon fill it with the Ladies of 
hij> Family, as my vifitors ; — upon my invitation, how- 
ever, to them. A very inconfiderate propofal I think 
It to be, and upon which I cannot explain myfelf to 
him. What an exertion of independency does it chalk 
out for me I How, were I to attend to h'm (and not 
to the natural confequences to which the following of 
his advice would lead me) might I be drawn by gentle 
words into the perpetration of the moft violent a£tsl 
— For how could I gain pofTeflion, but cither by le- 
gal litigation, which, were I inclined to have recourfe 
to it (as I never can be) mu(t take up time ; or by for- 
cibly turning out the perfons whom my Father has 
placed there, to look after the gardens, the houfe, and 
the furniture — perfons entirely attached to himfelf, 
and who, as I know, have been lately luftruAed by 
my Brother ? 

Your third alternative, 7o meet and mirry Mr. 
Lovelace dire£lly ; a man with whofe morals 1 am far 
from being fatisficd — A flep, that could not be taken 
with the lea{^ hope of ever obtaining pardon from or 
reconciliation with any (f my friends; and againft 
which athoufand obje^ions rife in my mind — That is 
not to be thought of. 

What appears to me upon the fulleft deliberation, 
the moft eligible, if I muft be thus driven, is the e- 
fcapng to London. But I would forfeit all my hopes 
of h^ppinefs in this life, rather than you fliould go 
away with me, as you rafhly, though with the kindeft 
wtcmioD, propofe. If I could get fafely thither, and 
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be private, methinks I might remsun abfolutely iodc- 
pendent of Mr. Lovelace, and at liberty either to make 

firopofils to my friends, or,, (hould they renounce me 
and F had no other or better way) to make terms with 
him ; fuppofing my Coufin Morden, on his arrival, 
were to join with my other Relations. But they would 
then perhaps indulge me in^ my choice of a.Cngle life, 
on giving him up : The renewing to them this offer, 
when at my own liberty,, will at lead convince them, 
that. I was in carneil when I made it flrfl : And. upon 
my word, I 'would ftand to it,, dear as you (ccm to 
think,, when you- are difpofed. to railly me, it would, 
coft me, to ftand to it.. 

If,, my dear, you can procure a vehicle for \xsbothg 
you can perhaps procure one for tsitjingly : But can it 
&s done without embroilingj'O^r/^^withyour Mother, 
or A^r with, our family ? — Be it coach, chariot,, chaif^r, 
waggon,, or horfe,. I matter not, provided* You ap- 
pear not to have a hand in my withdrawing. Only* 
m cafe it- be one of the two latter, I believe Imuft de- 
/ire you to get me aa ordinary gown and coat, or ha- 
bitj. of fome fervant • having no concert with any of 
our own : The more ordinary the better; They may 
be thruft into the wood houf<:; where I can put them 
on<; and then flide down from the bank, that feparates. 
the Wood-yard from the Green Lane. 

But,, alas ! my dear, this, even this alternative, is 
not without difficulties, which,, to a fpirit fo litde ea* 
tcrprifing, ^s minf,.feem in a manner infuperable.: 
Theie are my reflexions upon it. 

Tarn afraid,, in the firft place,, that I fliall not have 
time for the requifite preparations for an efcape. 

Should! be either detefted in.ihofe preparations, 
olrpurfucd and overtaken in my flight, and ib brought 
back, then would they think themfclves doubly war* 
xaaredto compel me 10 have their Solmes : And, coa* 

M- 5. ^^Na>iS^ 
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fcious of ftii iotended fault* perhaps fliould be the 
lefs able to contend with them. 

But were I even to get fafely to London, I know 
nobodj there but by name ; and thofe the tradefmen 
to our family; who no doubt would be the firft 
written to and engaged to find me out. And (hould 
Mr. Lovelace difcover where I was, and he and mj 
Brother meet, what mifchiefis might enfue between 
them, whether I were willing or not to return to 
Harlowe-Plaqe ! 

But fuppofing I could remain there concealed, to 
what mi^t not my Youth, my Sex, and unacquaiot- 
ednefs with the ways of that great, wicked town, 
cxpofe me i — I ihould hardly dare to go to church, for 
fear of being difcovcred. reople would wonder how 
I lived. Who knows but I might pafs for a kept 
miftrefs; and that, altho' nobody came to me, yet, 
that every time I went out, it might be imagined to 
be in purfuance of fome affignation ? 

You, my dear, who alone would know where to 
^ireAto me, would be watched in all your fteps, and 
in all your melTages ; and your Mother, at prefent 
not highly pleafed with our correfpondence, would 
then have reafon to be more difpleafed ; and might not 
differences follow betwixt her and you, that would 
make me very unhappy, were I to know them ? And 
this the more likely, as you take it fo unaccountably 
(and, give me leave to fay, fo ungeneroufly) into 
your bead, to revenge yourfelf upon the innocent 
IVIr. Hickman, for all the difpleafure your Mother 
;givcs you ? 

Were Lovelace to find out my place of abode, 
that would be the fame thing in the eye of the world 
as if I had adually gone ofiF with him : For would hC| 
do you think, be prevailed upon to forbear vifitini 
me ? And then his unhappy chara61er (a fooliffa man 1^ 
>vould be no credit to any young creature defirous oi 
cdpccabncnt. Indeed i\it wot\d> kt me efcape whi- 
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ther^ and to whomfoever I could, would conclude hint 
to be the contriver of it. 

Thefe are the difficulties which artfe to me on re- 
volving this fcheme ; which, ncverthelefs, might ap« 
pear fiirmountable to a more emerprizing fpirit in my 
circumftances. If you» my dear^ think them fur- 
mountable in any one of the caies put []aad to be fure 
} can take no courfe, but what muft hdiye/ome diffi- 
culty in it] be pleafed to let me know youv free and 
full thoughts upon it.' 

Had j/ouy my dear friend, been married, then 
ihould.lhave had no doubt but that you and Mr^ 
Hickman would have afforded an afylum to a poor 
creature more than half loft m her own apprehenfioa 
£oT want of one kind prote£king friend \ 

You fay, I (hould have written to my Coufin Mor» 
den the moment 1 was treated difgracefully : But could 
I. have believed that my friends would ncft have fof cencd 
by degrees when they faw my antipathy to their 
Solmes ? 

I had thoughts indeed feveral times of writing to 
my Coufin : But by the tipoe an anfwer could have 
come, I imagined all would have been over, as if it 
luad never been : So from day to day, fjcom week to 
week, I hoped on : And, after all, I might as reafon* 
Hbly fear (as I have heretofore faid) that my Couua 
would be brought to fide agaiaft me> as that fome of 
tliDfe I have named would. 

And then to appeal to' a Coufin [I muft have* writ* 
ten with warmtb, to engage him] againft a Father ; 
This was not a defirable Thing, to fet about. Then 
I had not,, you know, one ibul on my fide.; my Mother 
hericlf againft me. To be fare my Coufin would 
kave fufpended his judgment till he could have arrived. 
He might not liave been in hafte to come, hoping the 
maladiy would cure itfeif : But had he 4rriccen, his 
Letters, probably would have rbn in the qualifying^ 
iiylc ;. to perfuade me to fubmit, or them ool^ v:^ 'cO^<»ik« 
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Had im Letim been mem oa ntgf Mt Awtanrikrirsi 
fihtj would not have regardtd them s Nor >erlMpf 
iJM^, bad he come and beta «dfOaM for met 
For jroo fee how ftraofdf deicnained tfaejr art; ho# 
thej hate OTcrswed or ^ fa eterf-bodf ; fo diat 
•0 OM dare opco thdr lipa ia my behalf. And jM 
have hetfd dial my Brmhcr pofliei hit meafbreil inA 
the nwrd vMe nce^ that all mv^ be over with aie be- 
fine mf Coiifio*s cspcAed arritaU 

But yon utt mC) Thar, ia order to gatw thne. f 
0U& pMlBais ; that I muft fecm to compromife wikh 
any friends t But hoir f0UaU^ how fi^m to com-^ 
ivomile i Ton wonid not h«ve me endeavour to make 
ihem bdiei^a that I will coofem to what I never in- 
tend to confent to I Yon would not have tfe to girift 
^im^, witha^vijNrto^frnnt/ 
, To 49 wvii, iBat g0$d may come tf it, faferbiddent 
And fliall I do cviif yet know not whether gootf may 
come of k or not ? 

Forbid it. Heaven I that ClariiTa Harlowe ihbnid 
have if in her thottght to/irve, or even to /ave her^ 
fclf at the ezpence of her fioceriiy, and by a Jltdki 
deceit! 

And ir there, after all, no way to efcape one greiK 
evil, but "by plunging myfelf intp another ? — What an 
ill-ntted creature am 1 ?-^Pray for me, my dearell 
Nancy ! — ^My mind ia at prefent fa much difturbed^ 
that I hardly can pray for my fclf • 

LETTER XXXVIIl 

Jtff>CLaiiissAHamLOWE, To Mifs V{owt,. 

nmrfday Nigbt. 

'^HE alarmipp hurry I mentioned under my date of 

A lail qtgbf, and Betty's fauey dark hints, come 

enit to be fAi^ to what I guefled they were % that k 

lo fay, to |h«^^prinate tatimatioQ Mr. Lovelace contrl* 

. ^ed our ianiUjr ibcmld hvve of hia iofolcnt refolutmn 
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Itn/otent I muft call it] to prevent my being carried 
to my Uncle's. 

I faw at that time that it was as wrong with refpeA 
to anlwering his own view, as it was infoUnt : For 
could he think» as Betty (I fuppofe from her betters) 
juftly obferved, That Parents would be infulted out of 
their right to difpofe of their own child, by a vio* 
lent man, whom they bate ; and who could have no 
pretenfion to difpute that right with them, unlefs what 
he had from her who had none over her&lf ? And ho^ 
muft this infolence of his^, aggravated as my Brother 
is able to aggravate ir^ exafperate them againft me ; 

The ra(h man has indeed fb far gained his pointy as 
to intimidate them from aitemp<ing to carry me away : 
But he has put them upon a furer and a more defpe- 
rate meafure : And this has driven me alfo- into one 
as defperate ; the confequence of which,, altho' he 
could not forefee it (a)f may perhaps too well an* 
fwer his great end, little as^ he deferves to have it 
anfwered^ 

In (hort, I have done, as far as I know,, the mod 
rafli thing that ever I did in my life. 

But let me give you the motive, and then the a6Uon 
will follow of courfe. 

About Six o'clock thb evening, my Aunt (who 
ftays here all night ; on my account, no doubt) came 
vp,^ and tapped at my door, for I was writing, and 
bad locked myfelf in. I opened it ; and ihe entering, 
thus delivered herfelf : 

I come once more to vifit you^ my dear ; but forely 
againft my will ; becaufe it t|i^b impart to you jnat- 
ters of the Btmoft concern to you^ and to the whole 
family. 

Whaty Madam, is now to be done with me i faid 
I, wholly attentive. 

{a) She was miftakeo in this» Mr. Lovdace did ioretcc Has con- 
lequciice. AH bU contrivances led to it, and the whole family^ as he 
boalb, unknown to themfelYes, wtie bat fo m«i^ it^^^iet^ ^rt^w^K^ 
by his wiies. Sec VoL J. p. ;voo. 



<s< 



2S^ Ibc History of Vol. i. 

Too will not be hurried away to your Uacle'a 
child ; let that comfort you. — ^They fte your averlioa 
to go. — Tou will not be obliged to go to your Uncle 
Antony's. 

How you revive me^ Madam ! This is a cordial to 
my heart ! 

I little thought^ my dear> what was to follow this 
fuppofed condefcenfion. 

And then I ran over w\\h bleflings for th'is good 
news (and ihe permitted me fo to do, by her filence) ; 
congratulating myfelf» that I thought my Father could 
not refolve to carry things to the lafl extremicy» — 

Holdy Niece» faid ihe, at lad — You muft not give 

?ourfelf too much joy upon the occa£k>n neither.—* 
)on*t be furprifed, my dear. — Why look you upon 
me, child, with fo affeAing an earneftnefs ? — ^Buc 
you muft be Mrs. Solmes, for all that. 

I was dumb. 

She then told me^ that they had had undoubted in- 
formatiooy that a certain defperate ruffian (I rauft ex- 
cufe her that word, ihe (aid) had prepared armed men 
to way -lay my Brother and Uncles, and feizc me^ 
and carry me off. — Surely, ihe faid, I was not con- 
fentiDg to a violence that might be followed by mur* 
der on one /ide or the other ; perhaps on both. 

I ^as ftill iilent. 

That therefore my Father (ftill more exafperated 
than before) had changed his refolucion as to my 
going to my Uncle's ; and was det^^rmined next Tuef- 
day to fct out thiiher him/elf vtith, ray Mother ; and 
that (for it was to no purpofe to conceal a refolutioa 
fo foon to be put in execution)— I muft not di(pute it 
any longer — on Wednefday 1 muft give my hand— 
as they would have me. 

She proceeded. That orders were already given for 
t Licence : That the ceremony was to be performed 
in my own Chamber, in prefence of all my friends, 
except of my Father and Mother i who would not 
^ - • reiurny 
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returoy nor fee me, till all was over, and till they had 

a good account of my behaviour* 

The very iDtelligeDce» my dear ! — the v^ry intelli* 

gence This, which Lovelace gave me ! 

. I was ftill dumb — Only ughing, as if my heart 

would break. 

She went on, comforting me, as (he thought. < She 
laid before me the merit of obedience ; and told mc, 
that if it were my defire that my Norton (hould be 
prefent at the Ceremony, it. would be complied 
with : That the pleafure I fhould receive from re- 
conciling all my friends to me, and in their congra- 
tulations upon it, muft needs overbalance with 
fuch a one as me, the difierence of perfons» how- 
ever preferable I might think the one man to the 
other : That Love was a fleeting thing, little better 
than a name, where Morality and Virtue did not 
diftinguifh the Object of it : That a choice made by 
its diSates was feldom happy ; at leaft not durably 
{o : Nor was it to be wondered at, when it natu- 
rally exalted the ObjcA above it9 merits, and made 
the Lover blind to faults that were vifible to 
every bodj elfe : So that when a nearer intimacy 
ftript it of its imaginary perfedions, it left frequently 
both parties iurprifed, that they could be fo groftiy 
cheated; and that then the Indifference became 
ftronger than the Love ever was. That a woman 
gave a man great advantages, and infpired him with 
great vanity, when fhe avowed her Love for him, 
and preference of him ; and was generally requited 
with infolence and contempt : Whereas the con- 
fefibdly-obliged man, it was probable, would be all 
reverence and gratitude" — and I cannot tell what. 
* Tou, my dear, faid (he, believe you fhall be un- 
happy, if you have Mr* Solmes : Your Parents 
think the contrary ; and that you will be undoubr- 
edly fo, were you to have Mr. Lovelace, whofe 

♦ morals are unquefiionably bad \ SuwAt w ^^^t. 
.9 * ^^^^ 
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* your fad lot to be unhappy with either, let me be- 
** feech you to coofider^ what great confolatioQ you 
' will have on one hand^ if you purfue your Pareots 
' advice, that you did fo ; what mortification on the 
^ other, that, by following your own^. you have no* 
^ body to blame but yourfelf.' 

Thb, you remember, my dear^. was an argument 
enforced upon me by Mrs. Norton. 

Thefe and other obftrvations- which (he madet* 
were worthy of my Aunt Hei*vey's good fenie and ex- 
perience, and,, applied to almoft any young creature 
who ftood in oppofidon to her Parents will, but one 
who had ofiered to make the facrificc» I have ofStrti 
to make, ought to have had- their due weight. But 
altfao* it was eafy to anfwer fome of them in my own 
particular cafe ; yet, having over and' over* to my 
Mother, before my con6oement,« and to my Brother 
and Sifter, and even to my Aunt Hervey^ frue, faid 
what £ mui^ now have repeated,^.! wasfb much morti- 
fied and afflicted at the orueL tidings fhe brought m^, 
that however attentive I was to what Ihe faid, I had. 
neither power nor will to anfwer one word ; and, bad 
flic not flopped of hcrfelf, Che mighr have gone on an 
hour longer,, without interruption from mc. 

Obfcrving thi?, and thai I only fat weeping, my 
handkerchief covering my face, and my bofom heaving, 
ready to burft ; What \ no anfwer, my dear ? — Why 
fo much filent grief ? You know /always loved you.. 
You know, that /have no intcrcft in the affair. You 
would not permit Mr. Sotmes to acquaint you with 
fome things which would have fet your heart againft 
Mr^ Lovelace. Shall I tell you fome of the matters 
charged againft him ? — Shall J, my dear I 

Still I anfwered only by my tears and ftghs. 

Well, child, you fhall be told thefe things aften* 
wards, when you will be in a better ftate of mind to 
hear them ; and then you will rejoice in the efcape 
'^£g^wiU have had. Ii will be fome cxcufe,. then, ior 
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you to plead for your behaviour to Mr. Solmes, that 
you could not have believed Mr. Lovelace had been 
fo very vile a man. 

My heart fluttered with impatience and anger at be- 
ing fo plainly talked to as the Wife of this man ; but 
yec I then chofe to be filent. If I had fpoken, it 
would have been with vehemence. 

Strange, my dcac, fuch filence ! — Your concern is 
infinitely more on this fide the day, than it will be on 
the other.-*— But let me afic you> and do not be dif- 

{ileafed, Will you chufe to fee what generous fiipu- 
ations for you there are in the Settlements ?— *Yoo 
have knowledge beyond your years — Give the writings 
aperufil : Do> my dear : They are engrofied^ and 
ready for figning^ and have been for fome time — 
Escufe me, my love — I mean not to difordcr you : — 
Your Father would oblige me to bring them up, and 
to leave them with you. He commands you to read 
them. But to read them. Niece — fince they, are en* 
grofied, and vjere before you, made them abfolucely 
hopelefs. 

And then, to my great terror, out (he drew fome . 
parchments from her handkerchief, which ihe had 
kept (unobferved by me) under her apron; and^ 
rifing, put them in the oppofite window. Had flic 
produced a ferpenr, I could not have been more 
frighted. 

Oh I my dearefl Aunf, tnrnins; away my face, 
and holding out my hands : Hide rrom my eyes thofe 
horrid parchments I — Let me conjure you to tell me 
—-By all the tenderncis of near relationfliip, and upon, 
your honour, and by your Love for me, fay. Are 
they abfolutely refolved^ that come what will, I muft 
be That man's ? 

My dear, you muft have ^Ir. Solmes ; Indeed you 
mufl. 

Indeed I never will ! This, as I have faid over and. 
over, is not originally my Father's "wViXi— \w^^^ ^ 
never wiJJ — And that is All I ^itt fa^ V ^ 
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It is your Father's will new, replied my Aunt : 
And. coJfidering how .11 .he fao^ily i» *"*«^fj^y 
Mr. Lovelace, and the refolntioo he has ceminly 
taken to force you out of their hands, I cannot h«.t 
fay they are in the right, not to be bulbed out of their 

Well. Madam, then nothing remains for me to 
fay. I am made defperate. I care not what becomes 

of cnc. • 1 

Your piety, and your prudence, my ^c*5» *™ 
Mr. Lovclacc'8 immoral charaacr, together with h» 
daring infulrs, and threatening^ ^l^»ch ought lo lo- 
cenre>:«, as much as anybody, arc^ every one"* oc- 
pendence. Wc arc fore the lime will come, wiiea 
you'U think Tcry differently of the ftcps your fnaids 
take to difappoint a man who has made hunlclt lO 
julHf obnoxious to them all. . 

She withdrew ; leaving me full of grief and indig- 
nation : — And as much out of humour with Mr. 
Lovelace as with aav body ; who, by his conceited 
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She ran on about equipages befpoken ; talked or my 
Brother's and Sifter's exultations, that nowth^ ^lioiv 
family would foon be reconciled to each otiiii Oi 
the fervants joy upon it: Of the expe£t'jd u'.awiit -. 
Of a vifit to be paid me by Dr. Lewen^ Oi .«*i .rr er 
Clergyman, whom they named not to ^' ^ vMiich 
was to crown the work : And of other p? c;) :\raiions» 
fo particular, as made me dread that they dcfign.d to 
furprife me into a ftili nearer day than next VV vJnef- 
day. 

Thcfe things made me exceffively uocafy. I knew 
not what to refoWe upon. 

At one time, What have I to do, thought I, but 
to throw myfelf at once into the protcflion of Lady 
Betty Lawrance ? — But then, in refentineni of his 
Jine contrivances, which had fo aboannably difcoo* 
certed me» I foon refolved to the conrrary : And at 
laft concluded to a(k the favour of another half-hour's 
converfation with my Aunt. 

I fent Betty to her with my requeft. 

She came. 

I put it to her, in the moft earned manner, to tell 
sDCf whether I might not obtain the favour of a fort- 
night's refpite ? 

She afTured me it would not be granted. 

Would a week ? Surely a week would i 

She believed a week might, if 1 would promlfe two 
things : The firft, upon my honour, not to write a 
line out of the hou(e, in that week : For it was ftill 
fufpe&ed, fhe faid, that I found means to write to 
fimihady* And, fecoodly, to marry Mr. Solmes, ac 
the expiration of it. 

Impof&ble ! Impoflible ! I faid, with paffion.— 
What I might not I be obliged with one week, with- 
out fuch a. horrid condition as the laft ? 

She would go down, flie faid, that (he might not 
feem of her own head to put upon me what I thought 
a hardihip fo great. 
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She went dowo : And came up again. 

Did I waoty was the aofwer, to give the vileft of 
men an opportunity to put his murderous fehemes into 
execution ? — It was time for them to put an end to my 
obflioacj (they were tired out with me) and to his 
hopes at once. And an end JbouU be put on Tuefday 
or Wcdnefday next, at fartheft ; unlcis I would gite 
my honour to comply with the condition Upon which 
my Aunt bad been fo good as to allow me a longer 
time. 

I even flamped with impatience f— I called upon 
her 10 witncfsi that I was guiltlefs of the confequence 
of this compulfion ; This barbarous compulfion^ I 
called it ; let that confequence be what it would* 

My Aunt chid me in a higher ftrain than ever (he 
did before. 

While I, in a half-phrenfy, infifted upon feeiog my! 
F^ither : Such ufage, I faid> fet me above fear. I 
would rejoice to owe my death to him» as I did my 
life. 

I did go down half-way of the (lairs, refolved to 
throw myfelf at his feet wherever he was — My Aunt 
was fi ighted. She owned, that (he feared for my head. 
—Indeed I was in a perfeA phrenfy for a few minutes 
—But hearing my Brother's voice^ as talking to (bme- 
body in my Sifter's apartment juft by^ I (topped ; and 
heard the barbarous dedgner fay, Ijpeaktng to my 
Sifter, This works charmingly, my dear Arabella ! 

It does 1 It does ! faid (hej in an exulting accent. 

Let us keep it up, faid my Brocher» — The villain is 
caught in his own trap 1 — Now muft (he be what we 
would have her be. 

Do you keep my Father to it ; I'll take care of my 
Mother, faid Bella. 

Never fear, faid he ! — And a laugh of congratula- 
tion to each ether, and derifion of me (as I made it 
out) quite turned my frantic humour into a vindictive 
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My Aunt then juft comiDg down to me, and taking 
mj hand, led me up ; and tried to footh oie. 

My raving was turned into fuileoaefs. 

She preached patience and obedience to me. 

I was filent. 

At laft {he defired me to afliire her, that I would 
offer no violence to myfelf.. 

God, I faid, had given me more grace, I hoped, 
than to permit me to be guilty of fo horrid a rafhnefs. 
I was his creature, and not my own. 

She then took leave of me ; and I infiftcd upon her 
taking down with her the odious parchments. 

Seeing me in fo ill an humour, and very earneft 
that (he ihould take them with her, (be took them { 
but raid, That my Father (hould not know that fihe 
did : And hoped I would better confider of the matter, 
and be calmer next time they were offered to my per- 
vfaU 

I revolved after fhe was gone all that my Brother 
and Sifter had faid. I dwelt upon their triumphings 
over me ; and found rife in my mind a rancour that 
was new to me ; and which I could not withftand — • 
And putting every-thing together^ dreading the near 
day, what could I do ? — Am I in any manner excu(e« 
able for what I did do ? — If I (hall be condemned by 
the world, who know not my provocations, may I 
be acquicted by you ? — If not, 1 am unhappy indeed ! 
—For This I did. 

Having (haken off the impertinent Betty, I wrote 
to Mr. Lovelace, to let him know, * That all that 
' was ifareauned at my Uncle i^ntony's was intended 
^ to be executed iere. That I had come to a refolution 
^ to throw myfelf upon the protection qf either rf 
' Ins two Junts^ who would afford it me — in ihort, 
* that by endeavouring to obtain leave on Monday to 
^ dine in the Ivy Summer-houfe, I would, if poifible, 
^ meet him without the garden-door, at two, three, 
f four, or five o'clock on Moadav ^Xvtt^ow^^ ^'^^. 



7,62 7be History^ Vol. 2. 

* ihould be able. That in the mean time he Ihould 
« acquaint me, whether I might hope for either cftbofe 

* LaSes proteBion : And if I might, I abfolutely in- 

* fifted that he Jbould ledve me vfith either^ and go to 
« London him/elf^ or remain at Lords M.*s ,• nor tffcr 
' to vifit me, till I were fatis fed that nothing could be 

< done with my friends in an amicable way ; and that 
^ I could not obtain pojfejjion of my own eftate^ and leave 

* to live upon it: And particularly, that he Jbould not 

* hint marriage to mc^ till I confented to hear him upon 

* that JubjeSf. — I added, that if he could prevail upon 

< one of the Mifles Montague to favour me with her 
' company on the road, it would make me abundantly 

< more eafy in the thoughts of carrying into efFefi a 

* refolution which I had not come to, altho* fo driven, 

* but with the utmoft reluftance and concern ; and 

* which would throw fuch a (lur upon my reputation 
' in the eye of the world, as perhaps I (hould never be 

* able to wipe oflF.* 

This was the purport of what I wrote ; and down 
into the garden I Aid with it in the dark, which at an- 
other time I fhould not have had the courage to do ; 
and depofited it, and came up again unknown to any- 
body. 

My mindfo dreadfully mifgave me when I returned, 
that to divert in fome meafure my increafing uneafinefs, 
1 had recourfe to my private pen ; and in a very fhort 
time ran this length. 

And now, that I am come to this part, my uneafy 
rcflt^ions begin again to pour in upon me. Yet 
what can I do ? — I believe I (hall take it back again 
the firft thing I do in the morning — Yet what can I 
do r 

And who knows but they may have a ft ill earlier 
day in iheir intention, than that which will too foon 
come ? 

I hope to depofit thi« early in the morning for you, 
J5 1 /hail return from rcfuming my Letter, if I do rc- 
iumc it as ai; mwatx^Ji vsaxA va^^ tEi^« 
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Altho' it 18 now near two o'clock^ I have a gor 1 
mind to Aide down once more, in order to take back 
my Letter. Our doors are always locked and barred 
up at eleven ; but the feats of the lefler hall windows 
being almoft even with the ground without, and the 
ihuturs not difficult to open, I could eafilj get out. 

Tet why (hould I be thuSHincafyy fince, fhould the 
Letter go, I can but hear what Mr. Lovelace fays to 
it ? His Aunts live at too great a diftancc for him to 
have an immediate Anfwer from them ; fo I can fcruple 
going to them till I have invitation. I can injift upon 
one of his Coufins meeting me, as I have hinted, and 
accompanying me in the chariot ; and may he not be 
able to obtain that favour from either of them. Twenty 
things may happen to afford me a fufpenfion at leaft : 
Why fhould 1 be fo very uneafy ? — When likewife I 
can take back my Letter early, before, it is probable, he 
will have the thought of finding it there. Yet he 
owns he fpends three parts of his days, and has done 
for this fortnight paft, in loitering about fometimes in 
one difguife, fometimes in another, befides the attend- 
ance given by his trufty fervant when he himfelf is not 
in waiting, as he calls it. 

But thefe ftrange forebodings ! — Yet I can, if you 
advife, caufe the chariot he fhall bring with him to 
carry me directly for town, whither in my London 
fcheme, if you were to approve it, 1 had propofed to 
go s And This will fave you the trouble of procuring 
tor me a vehicle ; as well as prevent any fufpicion 
from your Mother of your contributing to my efcape. 

But, folicitous of your advice, and approbation 
too, if I can have it, I will put an end to tbb Lettert 

Adieu, my deareft flriend, adieu ! J 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Mifs Claaxssa Haalowb, 7b Mifi Howe. 

/#i^v Mcmimgy Seven e^Cbei, (^pri/j.) 
\A T Auot Hcrrer^ who is i verj early rifcr, was 
^ ^ walking in the garden (Betty attending her, as 
I faw from my window this morning) when I rofe ; 
for after fuch a train cf fatigue and reftlefs nights, I 
had unhappily overllept myiclf : So all I durfi venture 
upon, wa», to ttep down to my poultry-yard, and de* 
pofit mine of yefterday, and lail nighc And I am 
juft come up ; for fiie is dill in the garden. Thi:$ pre- 
vents me from going to refnme my Letter, as I think 
fiili to do ; and hope it will not be too late. 

I laidf i had unhappily overflept myfelf : I went 
to bed at about half an hour after Two. I told the 
quarters till Five ; after which I dropt afleep, and 
awaked not till pafl Six, and then in great terror, from 
a dream, which has made fuch an impreffion upon me, 
that, flightly as I think of dreams, I cannot help taking 
this opportunity to relate it to you. 

* Mt thought my Brother, my Uncle Antony, and 
Mr. Solmv^s, had formed a plot to dcftroy Mr. 
Lovelace ; who difcovering it, and believing I had a 
hand in it, turned all his rage againfl me. 1 thought 
he made them all fly into foreign parts upon it ; and 
afcerwaids ieizingupon me, carried me into a church* 
yard ; and there, notwichAanding all my prayers 
and tears, and protedations of innocence, tabbed 
me to the heart, and then tumbled me into a deep 
grave ready dug, among two or three half-diflblved 
carcases ; throwing in the dirt and earth upon me 
with his hands, and trampling it down with his feet.' 
1 awoke in a cold fweat, trembling, and in ago- 
nies^ and itili the fiightfui images raifcd by it, rem^tin 
upon my memory. 

But why Ihould I, who have fuch no/ evils to con- 
tend 
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tend with, regard imaginary ones ? This, no doiibf, 
was owing to my difturbed imagination ; huddling 
together wildly all the frightful ideas which my Aunt*s 
communications and difcourfe, my Letter to Mr. Love- 
lace, my own uneafinefs upon it, and the apprehen- 
fions of the dreaded Wednefday, furnifhed me with. 

Eight o'clock. 
The man, my dear, has got the Letter ! — What a 
ftrange diligence ! 1 wifh he mean me well, that he 
takes €0 much pains ! — Yet, to be ingenuous, I muik 
own, that I fhould be difpleafed if he took lefs — I 
wifli, however, he had been an hundred miles off! — 
What an advantage have I given him over me ! 

Now the Letter is out of my power, I have more 
uneaiinefs and regret than I had before. For, till now, 
I had a doubt whether it fhould or fhould not go : 
And now I think it ought not to have gone. And yet 
is there any other way than to do as I have done, if I 
would avoid Solmes ? But what a giddy creature fhal 
I be thought, if I purfue ihe courfe to which this Let- 
ter mud lead me ? 

My dearefl friend, tell me. Have I done wrong ? — 
Yet do not /ay I have, if you think, it ; for fhould all 
the world befides condemn me, I fhall have fome 
comfort, if you do not. The firfl time I ever befought 
700 to flatter me. That, of itfelf, is an indication 
that 1 have done wrong, and am afraid of hearing the 
truth — O tell me (but yet do not tell me) if 1 have 
done wrong ! 

Friday, Eleven o^Clock. 
My Aunt has made me another vifit. She begaa 
vhat fhe had to fay with letting me know, That my 
friends are all perfuaded that I f\ill corrcfpond with 
Mr. Lovelace ; as is plain, (he faid, by hints and me 
naces he throws out, which fhew that he is apprifed 
of feveral things that have pafTtd between my relations 
and me, ibmetimes within a very little while after they 
have happened. 
Vol. II. N KW^^ 
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AltLo* I approve not of the method he (loops to 
take to come at bis lotelligeDce, yet it is not prudent 
in me to clear myfclf by the ruin of the corrupted 
fenrant (altho* his vilcnefs has neither my connivance, 
nor approbation) fince my doing (b might occalioo 
the detcAion of my own corrcipoodence ; and fo 
frufirate all the hopes I have to avoid this Solmes. 
Yet it is not at all unlikely^ that this very agent of 
Mr. Lovelace aAs a double part between in^ Srodicr 
snd him : How clfe can eur family know {fo/wm too) 
his menaces upon the paflages they hint at \ 

I aflured my Auntj that I was too much afliaoKd 
cf the treatment I met with (aind that for every one^ 
fake as well as for my own) to acquaint Mr. Lovelace 
\^ith the particulars of that treatment, even were the 
ircans of correfjponding with him afibrded me : That 
I had reafon to think, that if he were to know of it 
from me, we muft be upon fuch terms, that he would 
not fcniplc making fome irifits, which would give me 
great apprehenfions. They ail knew^ I faid^ that t 
had no comoiunication with any of my Father's (er- 
vants, except my Sifter's Betty Barnes : For altho* I 
had a good opinion of them all, and believed, if left 
to their own inclinations, that they would be glad to 
Icrveme; yet, finding by their fhy behaviour, that 
they were under particular dirtdtion, I had forborn, 
ever fince my Hannah had been fo difgracefully dif- 
niifltd, fo much as to fpeak to any of them, for fear 
1 fliould be the occafion of MWr lofing their places too. 
They muft, therefore, account among them/elves iot 
the intelligence Mr. Lovelace met with, fince neither 
my Brother nor Sifter (as Betty had frtquently, in 
praifc of their open hearts, informed me) nor perhaps 
their favourite Mr. Solmes, were at' all cafttui before 
V hom they {poke, when they had any-thing to throw 
out againft him, or even againft me^ whom ihcy took 
great pride to join with him on this occafion. 

li was but too natural, my Aunt faid, for my 

fiieuds 
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friends to fuppofe^ that he had his intelligence (part o£ 
it at leaft) from me ; who, thinkiag myfelf hardly 
treated, might complain of it, if not to him, to Mifs 
Howe ; which, perhaps, might be the fame thing ; 
for they knew Mifs Howe fpoke as freely of them, as 
they could do of Mr. Lovelace ; and muA have the 
particulars (he fpoke of, from fomebody who knew 
what was done here. That this determined my Fa- 
ther to bring the whole matter to a fpeedy iffuc, kll 
fatal confequ^nces fhould enfue. 

I perceive you are going to fpeak w&h warmth, pro- 
ceeded (he \^And fo I was'] For my own part I aia 
fure, you would not write any-thing, if you do write^ 
to inflame fo violent a fpirlt — But this is not the end 
of my prefent vifit 

Tou cannot, my dear, but be convinced that your 
Father w/7/ be obeyed. The more you contend againft 
his will, the more he thinks bimfclf obliged to afTerc 
his Authority. Your Mother defires me to tell you, 
that if you will give her the leaft hopes of a dutiful 
compliance, (he will be willing to fee you in hcc 
clofec juft now, while your Father is gone to take 
a walk in the garden^ 

A(loni(hing perfeverance ! faid I — I am tired with 
making declarations and with pleadings on this fub- 
je£l ; and had hoped, that my rtfolution being fo 
well known, I (hould not have been further urged 
upon it. 

Tou midake the purport of my prefent vifir, Mifs 
[looking gravely] — Heretofore you havt been dtfired 
and prayed to obey and oblige your friends. Entreaty 
is at an end : They give it up. New it is refolvel 
lifOTiy that your Father's will is to be obeyed ; as it is 
fit it Ihould. Some things are laid at your door, hs 
if you concurred with Lovelace's threatened violence 
to carry you off, which your Mother will not believe 
She will tell you her own good opinion of you. She 
will tell you how much (he ftill loves you \ a.wvi >«^x^\. 

N 2 ^^ 
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fhe expe£ls of you on the approaching occafion. But 
yet^ that (he may not be czpofed to an oppoiition, 
which would the more provoke her^ fhe defires that 
you will firft afTure her that you go, down with a re- 
Solution to do that with a grace which mud be done 
with or without a grace. And befides, (he wants to 
give you fome advice how to proceed in order to re- 
concile yourfelf to your Father, and to every -body 
clfc. Will you go down, Mifs Clary, or will you not ? 

I faid, I ihould think myfelf happy, could I be ad- 
mitted to my Mother's prefence, after fo long a ba- 
nifhment from it ; but that I could not with it upon 
tbofe terms. 

And this is your anfwer. Niece ? 

It muft be my anfwer. Madam. Come what may, 
I never will have Mr. Soknes. It is cruel to prefs 
this matter fo often upon me. — I never will have that 
inao. 

Down (he went with difpleafure, I could not help 
it. I was quite tired with fo many attempts, all to 
the fame purpofe. I am amazed that they are not ! — 
So little variation ! and no concelfion on either dde ! 

I will go down and depoCt this ; for Betty has feen 
I have been writing. The faucy creature took a nap- 
kin, and dipped it in water, and with a fleering aifi 
liere, Mifs ; holding the wet corner to me. 

What's That for ? faid I. 

Only, Mifs, one of the fingers of your right-hand, 
if ycu pleafe to look at it. 

It was inky. 

I gave her a look 5 but faid nothing. 

But left I ihould have another fcarch, I will clofc 
here. 

Cl. Harlowe. 
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L E T T E R XL. 

Mifs Clarissa HarIowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Friday f One o*C!ock, 

Have a Letter from Mr. Lovelace, full of tranf* 
ports, vows, and protnifcs. 1 will fend it to you 
inclofed. You'll fee how « he engages in it for Lady 
^ Betty's protection, and for Mils Charlotte Mon- 

* tague*s accompanying me. I have nothing to do, 

* but to perfevcre, he fays, and prepare to receive th« 
' perfonal congratulations of his whole family.* 

But you'll fee how he prefumes upon my being 
bis, as the confequence of throwing myfelf into that 
Lady's proteftion. 

« The chariot-and-fix is to be ready at the place 

* he raentionr. You'll fee as to the flur upon my 
^ reputation about which I am fo apprehenfive, how 

* boldly he argues.' Generoufly enough, indeed, were 
I to be his \ and had given him to believe that I 
would. — But that I have not done. 

How one ftep brings on another with this encroach- 
ing Sex ! How foon may a young creature, who gives 
a man the leafl encouragement, be carried beyond 
her intentions, and out of her own power ! You would 
imagine, by what he writes, that I have given him 
reafon to think that my averfion to Mr. Solmes is all 
owing to my favour for him.^ 

The dreadful thing is, that, comparing whit he 
writes from his intelligencer of what is defigned again ft 
me (though he feems not to know the threatened day) 
with what my Aunt and Betty afTure me of, there caa 
be no hope for me, but that I muft be Solmet's wife> 
if I (lay here- 

I had better have gone to my Uncle Antony's at 
this rate» I fhould have gained time, at leaft, by it 
This is the fruit of his fine contrivances ! 

^ What we arc to do, and how good he \% xa^ v 

N 3 ^ ^Qr« 
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* How I am to direft all his future ftcps/ All this 

ihews, as I faid before^ that he is fure ot me. 

However, I have replied to the following effeA : 
That ahho* I had given him room to expert, that 
I would put myfelf into the proteEIion cf one ef the 
Ladies of his family ; yet as I have three days to come, 
between this and Monday, and as I ftill hope that 
my friends will relent, or that Mr. Solmes will give 
up a point they will find it impoi&ble to carry ; I 
fhall not look upon myfelf as abfolutely bound by the 
appointment: And expeA therefore, if I recede, 
that I (hall not again be called to account for it by 
him. That I think it nece/Tary to acquaint him, 
that if by throwing myfelf upon Lady Betty Law- 
rance*s prote^ion, as he propofed, he under (lands, 
that I mean dire5ily to put myfelf into his power ^ be is 
very much mifiaken ; For that there are many pants 
in which I muji be fatisfied ; feveral matters to be ad* 
jujiedy even after I have left this houfe (if I do leave 
it) before I can think of giving him any particular en- 
couragement : That in the frfi place he mud expeft 
that I will do my utmoft to procure my Father's Re- 
ccnciliaHon and approbation of my future fteps ; and 
that I will govern myfelf entirely by his commands^ in 
every reafonable point, as much as if I had not left 
his houfe : That if he imagines I Ihall not referve to 
myfelf ihis liberty, but that mj withdrawing is to 
give him any advantages which he would not other- 
wife have had\ I am determined to ftay where I am, 
and abide the event, in hopes that my friends will 
flill accept of my reiterated promife Never to marry 
him, or any body elfe, without their confmt^ 
This I will depoiit as foon as I can. And as he 

thinks things are near their crifis, I dare fay it will not 

be long before I have an Aofwcr to \u 
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Friday^ Four o'Cloch 

I IM really ill. I was ufed to make the bed of 
any little accidents that befel me, for fear of ma- 
king my then affcdtionate friends uneafy : But now I 
(hall make the worft of my indiipofition, in hopes to 
obtain a fufpenfion of the threatened evil of Wednefday 
next. And if I do obtain it, will poftpone my ap«^ 
pointment with Mr. Lovelace. 

Betty has told- them that I am -very much indif- 
pofed. But I have no pity from any-body. 

I believe, I am become the object of every-one's 
averlion : and that they would be all glad Iwere dead«. 
Indeed, I believe it. • What ails the pervcrfe crea- 
*• ture,* cries one ?-^' Is flic love-fick,' another ? 

I was in the Ivy Summer- houfe, a[>d came out flii- 
vering with cold, as if aguiflxly afitrAed. Betty ob- 
fcrved this and reported it.r— * O, no matter ! — Let 
•■ hicr ihiver on ! — Cold caonot hurt her. Obftinacy 
*• will defend her from harm. Perverfenefs is a Bracer. 
< tea love-iick girl, and more effcAual than the Culd 
^ Bath to make hardy, altho' the conftitution be ever 
^ fo tender.* 

This faid by a crutl Brother, aod heapd faid by 
the dearer friends of one> for whom, but a few months 
ago, cvery-body was apprehenfive at the leaft biaft of 
wind to which flie expoicd herfelf ! 

Betty, it mud be owned, has an admirable me- 
mory on thcfe occafions. Nothing of this nature is 
loft by her repetition : Even the very air with which 
flic repeats what fhe hears faid, renders it unnecefTary- 
to aik« Who fpoke this or That fevere. thing. 

Friday i Six o'clock. 
Mt Aunt, who again ftays all night, has juft left 
me. She came to tell me the refult of my friends 
deliberations about me. It is this. 

Next Wednef Jay morning thcj 2ttt 2\\ vciX^^'^- 

N 4 fe^^^^^' 
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enoogb ofiered, and threiteoedt to afl^ mj health fi 
and io i( will be founds without mj needbg to have: . 
rpcourfe to any other^ or to arttfu cither*- 

I'll only tell you one things my dear j:^Alid that is ^ 
III or welk the Ceremony wUl probably Ik performed- 
before Wednefday night :— But This, alfo^I will leH 
you> altho' beyond my prefent commlffiony.diac Bfr^ 
Solmcs will be under an <opigem|y (if yoa.fliodld 
require it of him as a favour) aftdnhe Ceromony fa 
pafled, and Lovelace*^ hopes thereby utteriy eztin-' 
guifhed, to leave you at your Father's^ and reiAro to* 
his own houfe every -eveningj until yo» are brought 
to a full (enfe of your duty, and conlcnt to ackoow^ 
lege your change of name*^ 

There was no opening of my lipr toTuch' a fpeedi" 
as This. I was dumb. 

And thefe, my dear Mifi Howe^. are They, who«. 
fmu of them at leaft, have called me a romantic nrl (? 
— This is my chimerical Brother* and vrUe Sifter }; 
both joining their heads together^ I dare fay. And 
yet, my Aunt told me, that the laft part was what? 
took m my Mother \ who had, till that expedient 
was found out, infi(led> that her child fliould not be 
married, if, thro' grief or oppofition, Ihe ihould be 
ill, or fall into fits. 

Thb intended violence my Aunt often excufed^ 
by the certain information they pretended to have, of 
fome plots or machinations, that were ready to break 
out, from Mr Lovelace (a) : The effcdls of which 
were thus cunningly to be fruftrated. 

Friday^, Nine o*Ckci. 
And now, my dear, what fhall I conclude upon ? 
You fee how determined — But how can I ezped your 

{a) Tt may not be amifk to obferve in thif place. That- Mr. Love- 
lace artfully contrived to drive the family on, by permitting his and 
their agent Leman to report machinations, which he had neither ia* 
. tention nor power to execatei 

■ advice 
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advice will come time enough to ftand me m any ' 
ftead ? For here I have been down, and already have 
smother Letter from Mr, Lovelace [The man lives 
upon the' fpotr Itbmki : And I muft write to him, 
either that I will or will not ftand to my firft refola- 
tioa of efcaping hence on Monday next. If I let 
him knowy that I will not (appearances fo ftrong 
againji him, and ybr Solmet, even ftronger' than 
when I made the appointment) will it not bejuftly 
deemed my own fault, i£ I anv compelled ro marry 
their odious man ? And if any mifchtef enfue from 
Mr. Lovelace's rage and diiappointment, will it not 
Uc at my door ? — ^Yet, he offers fo fair! — Tet, on 
the other hand, to incur the cenfure of the world, as 
a'< giddy creature — But that, as he hints, I have al- 
ready incurred — What can I do ? — O that my Cou-- 
fin Morden — But what fignifies wiQiing I 

: I will here- give you the fubftance of ' Mr. Love- 
lace's Letter. The Letter itfclf Lwill fend, when I 
have aniwered it ; but that I^will defer doing as long 
ai I can, in hopes of finding reafon to retra^St an ap- 
pointment on which fo much depends. And yet it 
is oeceiTary you fhould have all before you as I go 
along,. that< you - may be the better able to advife me. 
ia this dreadful crifis, ' - 

* He begs my pardon for writing with fo much 
'-afiurance ; attributing it to his unbounded tranf^ort ; 
'- and entirely acquiefces in my will. He is full of 
''.alternatives and propofals. He offers /9 attend me 

* direSlly^to Lady B^tty*s 5 or, if 1 had rather, to my 

* own- e/iate 'f,2Lt\dthsLt my Lord M« ihall proteA 
^ me there* [He knows nor, my dearj my reafons 
for rejeAing this-inconfiJerate advice]. ' In eiiher 
'cafe, as loon as he fees me fafe, he will go up to 

* London, or whither I pleafe > and not come near 
'me, but by my own permifTion ; ani tilll am fatif- 

* fi^d in every thing Lam doubtful of, as well with 
''jxgard to his Reformation, as to SwUlecacaVi^'fac, 

N 6 \^^ 
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* To cmduQ tm to Tou, my dear, is toodier of hb 
propofalf , DOC doabtingy he d^ but Toor Mother 
will receire me (j): Or. if Thiu be jiot agreeable 
to yon, or to your Mother, or to me* he mil pot 
me mto Mr. Hickman* s proteftion ; whom, no doui^ 
he fayty you caa influence \ and that it may be 
given out, that I am gone to Batb^ or Briftol» or 
Abroad \ wherever I pleafe. 

* Agab^ if it be oiore asreeaMe, he propoTes, U «/* 
tini mt privaUfy to Lonaon^ where he will procure 
handfome lodgings for me, and hth Us Coffins 
Montague to riceive mg in them^ and to acampanf 

^metiU allJbaU be adjufled to my mind; and tUla 
ReconciUation JbaU be efeSled; which he aflures me 
nothing (hall be wanting in. him to facilitate { grcady 
as he has been infulted by all my Family* 

* Thefe feveral meafures he proposes to my choice; 
as it was unlikely, he fays, that he could procure, 
in the time, a Letter from Lady Betty^ under her 
own handy to invite me in form to her houfe^ uo- 
lefs he had been himfelf to go to that Lady for it i 
whichy at this critical conjunAure^ while he is at- 
tending my commands, is impoffible. 

* He conjures oie, in the moft folemn manner, if I 
would not throw him into utter defpair, to keep to 
my appointment. 
< However, inAead of threatening my relations* or 

Solmes, if I recede, he refpeflfuUy fays, that he 
doubts noty but thar^ if I do, it will be upon fuch 
reafoDs, as he ought to be fatisfied with ^ upon no 
/lighter, he hopes> than their leaving roe at fuU 
liberty to purfue my own inclinations : In which 
(whatever they ihall be) he will entirely acquiefce ; 
only endeavouring to make his future good behaviour 
the fole. ground /or his expedlation of my favour^ 

* In fliortj he folcmnly vows> that his who/e view 
5 at prefent, is To free me from my imprifonment i 

' and 

(a) Sec the Note on p. 13, i,\, o£ \lu^ Volume, 
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* and tareftore me to a^ own free-will, in a point 

* fo abfolutely neceflary to my future happineis. He 
< declares^ that neither the hopes he has of my future 
^ favour, nor the confiderattoa of his own and fa- 
^ mily's honour, will permit him^ to* propofe any* 

* thing thatjball be inconfiflent witb my ownmqfijcru' 

* puhus notions : And, for my mincPs fake^ fhould 
' chufe to have the propofed end obtained by my 

* friends declining to compel me. But that never* 
' tfaelefs^ as^ to the world's opinion, it is impoffible 
^ to imagine, that the behaviour of my relations to< 

* me has not already brought upon my family thofe 
^ free cenfures which they deferve,. and caufed the 

* flep which I am fo fcrupulous about taking, to be 
^ no other than the natural and expelled confequence 

* of their treatment of me.' 

Indeed, I am afraid all this is true : And it is 
owing to fome little degree of politenefs, that Mr. 
Lovelace does not fay all he might fay on this Tub- 
je£l : For I have no deubt that I am the talk^, and' 
perhaps the bye-word of half the county. If fo, I 
am afraid I can now do nothing that will give me 
moredifgrace than I have already fo caufelefsly received 
by their indMcreet perfecutions : And let me be whofe' 
I m\\\f and do what I will, I (hall never wipe ofF the 
ftain which my confinement, and the rigorous ufage 
I have received,' have fixed upon me ; at leaft in my 
own opinion. 

I wUh, if ever I am to be confidered as one of the 
cmioent family this man is allied to, fome of them 
do not think the worfc of me, for the difgracc I have 
received. In that cafe, perhaps, I fhall be obliged to 
him, if ^^ do not. Tou fee how much this harih, this 
cruel treatment from my own family has humbled 
me I But perhaps I was too much exalted before. 

Mr. Lovelace concludes, ^ with repeatedly beg* 
' ging an Interview with me ; and That, this night, 

* ^poffible ; An honour, he fays^ he \%\^^\sw^^^ 



^ encouraged to folicit for^.ttlhidtmce before made 
^ hijn hope fer it; But whether he olittin-ic or nor,. 
^ br befeechet me to chufe ooe of the alteroadves-he 

* ofibe to my aecepunce ; tod not to depart from 

* mj refolutioa or efcapine on Moiidaf» nolefi tbe* 
*' reafim ceafet oo which 1 had taken it op y-^d that' 

* I hate a profpeft pi bebg reftored to the faiTOiir of 
^ my frieods ^ at leaft to my own- libevif, and free- 

* dom of choice.* 

He renewe dl hit towi and promifes on this head* 
in fo eameft and fo-folemn a manner, that (hit own- 
uiter^^ and his fiimily's honouri and their /avotir for* 
me, co-operating). L can hate. no. room to doubt. of? 
hisfiocenty*. 

' L E T T E R XLE 

Mifs Clirissi HXrlowb, ToMift Howr. 

Sat. Morn. 8 o*Clock ( Jpril 8.) 

WHether yon will blame me or not,. I cannot tell,, 
but I . have depoficcd a Letter confirmiDg my- 
refoIutioD tc^eave this boufe on Monday next, .within. 
the hours mentioned in my former, if pof&bk. I have 
not kept a copy of ir. But this is the fubftancc : 
I tell him, * That I have no way to avoid the 

* determined refolutioo of my friends in behalf, of 
' Mr« Solmes, but by abandoning this boufe by his. 

* aiiiflance.' 

1 have not pretended to make a merit with him on 
this fcore } for I. plainly tell bim» * That could I,. 
' without an unpardonable Jwy . die when I wouU^ . I 

* would fooner make death my choice, than take a*. 

* ftep, which all the world, if> not my own hearty 
' will condemn me for taking..* 

I tell him, * That I ihall not try to bring aoy> 
' other clothes viiih me,^ than thofe 1 (h«dl hafe.tm ; 

* and thofc but my common wearing-apparel .>, left I 

* ibould be ruipec^ed. That I muit cxpe^ to be 

* denied 
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denied the pofleffion of my eftate : But that I am 
determined never to conf<;nt to a litigation with my 
Father^ were I to be reduced to ever fo low a ftatc : 
So that the protection I am to be obliged for to 
any one, inaft be alone for the diftrefs fake. That 
therefore^ he will have nothing to hope for from 
this ftep, that he had not before : And that, in every 
light I referve to myfclf to accept or refufe his ad- 
drefs^ as his behaviour and circurnfpeSlionJhall appear 
to me to de/erve^ 

I tell him> * That I think it bed to go iQto a pri- 
vate lodging, in the neighbourhood of Lady Betty 
Lawranee ; and not to her Lady(hip's houfe ; that 
it may not appear to the world that I have refuged^ 
my/elfin hisfamly ; and that a Reconcilia^n with 
my friends may not, on that account, be made im- 
practicable ; That I will fend for thither my faith- 
fill Hannah : and apprife only Mifs Howe where I 
am : That he JhaH inftantiy leave me, and go to 
London, or to one of Lord M's Seats ; and (as he 
had promifed) not come near me, but by my leave ; 
contenting himfelf with a correfpondence by Letter 
only. 

* That if I find myfelf in danger of being difco- 
vered) and carried back by violence, I will then 
throw myfelf direCUy into the proteAion either of 
Lady Betty or Lady Sarah : But This only in cafe 
of abfolute necefftty \ for that it will be more to my 
reputation, for mc, by the bed means I can (taking, 
advantage of my privacy) to enter by a fecond or 
third hand into a treaty of Reconciliation with my 

friends. 

* That I muft; however, plainly tcH him, That if 
in this treaty, my friends inji/i upon my refolving 
againft marrying him I will engage to comply with 
them ; provided they will allow me to promife him^ 
that I will never be the Wife of any other man while 

^ he remains fingle. or is hving \ Ttox v\x\% S& "^^ ^^^f^* 
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* plimeat I am* wiUifig to ptf JUmi lo retntnlbr the- 

* trouble tod pains be hat takeo». and* the nfage he 

* hat met wub,. pn my account r iMio* C iptimate, 
' that he may^ ia a great meafore th^tE^hmTelf (bf 
*^ rei^bn of the little i^cgard he hat pud^ to hk^repou- 
*^ tion) £Dr the flight! he has- met vtth*' . 

I tell him, « That I may, in thfa privacy, write to> 
** my Coiifin Morden> aod, if poflifale^. intercft hini' 
**. in my eati(e- 

* I talce fome brief notice then of his altemativef.' 

Tou muft think, my dear^ that this unhappy £orce 
upon me^ and' this projp6ked flight,, mahe it neccflSu^' 
for me to account to him much (boner than I (hould- 
otherwife chufe ta do,, for every part of my condQ& 

' Ik is not to be ezpefied> I tell him, that your Mo- 
' tber will embroil herfelf,,or fufl^r you or Mr. Hick* 
*" man to be eiid>roiledi on my account : And as to hir 
' propofal of my going to London, I am fuch an ab- 
^ folucc fl^nger to cvcry-body there, and have fuck 

* a bad opinion of the place, that I cannot by any 

* means thidk of going thither ; except Cihould be io- 

* ducedjfome time hence, by the Ladies of his family^. 

* to attend them.. 

< As lo the meeting he is defirous of» I think it by 
' no means proper ; efpecially as it is fo likely that I 
'' may foon fee htm. But that if any-thing occurs 
' to induce me to change my mind, as to withdravr- 

* ing, I will then take the firfl ipportunity to fe£ hm^ 
*' andgivc him my rea/onsfor that change*^ 

This,, my dear, I the lefs fcrupled to write, as ir 
might qualify him to bear fuch a difappointmenr, 
ihould I give it him \ he having, befides, behaved fo 
very unexceptionabiy when he furprifedme fome time 
ago in the lonely Woodhoufe. 

^ Finally, • I commend myfclf, as a perfon in diftrcf', 

^^^ merely as fuch ^ to his honour,, and to the pro- 

J ^cftion of the Ladies of his family. I repeat fmoft 

- ^^ially^ I am. fiire ! . my deep concern for being 

•• forced 
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' forced to make a (tepfo difagreeable, and fo deroga- 
' tory to my honour. And having told him, that I 
' will endeavour to obtain leave to dine in the Ivy Sum- 

* mer-houfe (a), and to fend Betty ofif fome errand« 
^ when there, I leave the reft to him ; but imagine, 

* that about Four o'clock will be a proper time for 
' him to contrive fome fignal to let me know he is 

* at hand, and for me to unbolt the garden-door.' 

I added, by way of poftfcript, • That their fufpi- 

* cions feeming to encreafe, I advife him to contrive 

* to fend or come to the ufual place, as frequently as 

* pofiible, in the interval of time till Monday morn- 

* ing Ten or Eleven o'clock ; as fomething may pof- 
« fibly happen to make me alter my mind.' 

my dear Mifs Howe ! — what a fad. fad thing is 
the neceflity, forced upon me, for all this preparation 
and contrivance ! — But it is now too late — But how ! 
— 7b^ late, did I fay ? — What a word is that I — what 
a dreadful thing, were I to repent, to Jind it, to be 100 
late to remedy the apprehended evil ! 

Saturday t Ten a^C^och 
Mr. SoLUEs is here. He is to dine with his new 

relations as Betty tells me he already calls them. 
He. would have thrown himfelf in my way once 

more : But I hurried up to my prifon, in my return 

from my garden-walk, to avoid him, 

1 had, when in the garden, the curiofity to fee if 
my Letter was gone : I cannot fay with an intention 
to take it back again if it were not, becaufe I fee not 

(tf) The Ivj Summir'hwft (or Tvy-hower, as it was fometimes 
called 10 the family )|was a place, that, irom a girl, this youog Lady 
delighted in. She ufed in the fummer- months frequently to fit and 
work, and read, and write, and draw; and (when permitted) to' 
breakfaft) and dine, and fometimes to fup, in it ; efpecialiy when 
Mifs Howe, who had an equal liking to it, was her vifitor and gueft. 

She defcribesit, in another Letter (which appears not) as * pointing 

* to a pretty variegated landfcape of wood, water, and hilly country, 

* which had pieafed her fo much, that flie had drawn it ^ t^M. ^vt»^ 

* bandog up, in her parlour, among Come o£ Vvci q^<cx ^\vwv&5^^ 
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how I could do otherwife than I have dooe; jet, 
what a caprice I when I found it gone. I began (ar 
yefterday-moming) to wifli it had not : For no other 
reafim, I believe^ than becauie it was oat of mjr power. 

A ftrange diligence ia this man ! — ^He /aysf he al- 
moft lives upon the place i and I think Co too. 

He mentionti as jou will fee in his Letter^ four 
feveral diiguifes^ which he pot on ia one day.. It if 
a wonder, neverthelefs, that he has not heen feen bf 
ibme of our tenants : For it is impoffiMe that any dtf- 
guifif can hide the graccfulnefs of his figure.- But thu 
is to be (aid, that the adjoiniog grounds being ail in 
our own hands, and no common xoot-paths near that 
part of the garden, and thro' the Park and Coppiccy 
nothing can be more bye and unfrequented^ 

Then they are Itfs watchful. I believe, over my 
garden-walks, and my poultry-viiirs> depending, as 
my Aunt hinted, upon the bad cliarader they have 
taken fo much pains to faften upon Mr. Lovelace. 
This, they think (zadjuflfy think) muft fill me with 
doubts. And then the regard I have hitherto had for 
my reputation^ is another of their fecurities. Wcte 
it not for thefe two, they would not furely have ufed 
me as they have done \ and at the fame time left me 
the opportunities which I have feveral times had, to 
get away, had I been difpofed to do fo (a) : And in* 
deed their dependence on both thefe motives would 
have been well founded, had they kept but tolerable 
meafures with me. 

Then, perhaps, they have no notion of the back- 
door ; as it is feldom opened, and leads to a place fb 
pathlcis and lonefome {I). If not^ there can be no 

other 

^ (a) Thqr might, no doubt, make a dependence upon the realbnsflie 
gives 3 Bot their chief reliance was upon the vigilance of their Jofeph 
I*emaiH little imagining, what an implement he was of Mr Lovelace. 
(^) This, in another of her Letters (which neither is inierted), ii 
' ftiibcd;— ' A piece of Ruins upon it, the remains of an Old 
VnowfUndiog in the nud^oC tbcO>v^\^c«Vi«c and there an> 

* wits-* 
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otbcr way to efcape (if one would) unlefs by the plafhy 
Lane, (o full of fprings, by which your fervant reaches 
the folitary Woodhoufe j to which Lane one muft 
defceod frona a high bank, that bounds the poultry 
yard. For, as to the front-way, you know, one muft 
pafs thro' the houfc to That, and in fight of the par- 
lours, and the fervants hail ; and then have the open 
court-yard to go through, and, by means of the iron- 

?;ate, be full in view, as one pafiTes over the Lawn, 
or a quarter of a mile together ; the young plantations 
of Elms, and Limes affording yet but little fhade or 
covert. 

The Ivy Summcr-houfe is the moft convenient for 
this heart-afFcdling purpofe, of any fpot in the garden, 
as it is not far from the back-door, and yet in another 
alley, as you may remember. Then it is feldom re- 
forted to by any-body elfe except in the fummer- 
months, becaufe it is cool. When they loved me, 
they would often, for this reafon, objeft to my long 
continuance in it : — But now, it is no matter what 
becomes of me. Be fides, Cold is a bracer^ as my 
Brother faid yefterday. 

Here 1 will depofit what I have written. Let me 
have your prayers, my dear ; and your approbation, 
or your cenfure, of the fteps I have taken : For yet it 
may nn be quite too late to revoke the appointment. 
I am, Tour moft affeClionate and fuithfui 

Cl, Harlowb. 

Why will you fend your fervant empty-handed ? 

* ovCTgrown Oak, furrounded with Ivy and Miflctoe, ftarting up, to 
' ian^ify., as it were, the awful folemneff of the place: A fpot, coo« 
' where a man having heen fouad liangihg fome years ago, it was ufed 
' to bethought of by us when children,andby themaid-fervants.with 

* a degree of terror (it being a(Shially the habitation of owls, ravens, 

* and other ominous birds) as haunted by ghofts, goblins, fpedlres : 
' The genuine refult of Country Lonehnefs and Ignorance : No* 

* tions which, early propagated, are apt to leave imprefiions even 
' upon minds grown ftrong enough at the fame time to dfiO^vC^, >Sqa 

* like credulous follies in others.* _^ 
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LETTER XLIL 

Jlfj/SHowE^ 7« M^s Clarissa Harlowb.. 

Saf. Afternoon. 

1) T jour laft date of Ten o*dock in yoar Letter 
^ ot this day, you coidd not long have depofited 
it before Robin took it. He rode bard and bronghl 
it to me juft as I had rifen from my tabic.' 

You may joftly blame me fof fending my meflea- 
ger empty*haQded» your fituation confiderdd} aod 
yet that very fituation (fo critical I) is partly the rea- 
ion for it : For indeed I knew not what to write, fit 
Co (end you. 

I liad been inquiring privately, how to procure yon 
R conveyance from Harlowe-Ptace, and yet not ap- 
pear in it ; knowing, that to oblige in they!i^, and 
CO difobiige in the manner^ is but obliging by halves : 
My Mother being moreover very fufpicious, and very' 
uneafjr ; made more fo by daily vifits from your Uncle 
Antony % ^^o tells her, that every-th!ng*is now upon 
the point of being determined "y and hopes, that her 
Daughter will not fo interfere, as to dilcourage your 
compliance with their wills. This I came at by a 
way that I cannot take notice of, or both (hould hear 
of it in a manner neither would like : And, without 
that, my Mother and I have had almoft hourly bick* 
eriogs. 

1 round more difficulty than lexpeAed (as the time 
was confined, and fecrecy requiffed, and as you fo 
earnelUy forbid me to accompany you in your enter- 
prize) in procuring you a vehicle. Had you not obliged! 
me to keep meafures with my Mother, I could have 
managed it with eafe.^ I could even have taken our 
own chariot, on one pretence or other, and put two 
horfes extraordinary to it, if I had, thought fit y and I 
could,, when we had got to London, have fent it back, 
and nobody the wifer as to the Ipdgings we mi^ht 
-*«fCii caken^ j 
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I wifh to the Lord, you had permitted This. In. 
deed I thiak you are too puudtilious a great deal for 
your fituation. Would you expcdl to enjoy yourfelf 
with your ufual placidnefs, and not be ruffled, in an 
hurricane which every moment threatens to blow 
your houfe down ? ^ 

Had your diftrefs fprung from yourfelf, that would 
have been another thing. But when all the world 
knows where to lay the fault, this alters the cafe. 

How can you fay I am happy, when my Mother, 
to her power, is as much an abettor of their wicked- 
nefs to my deareft friend, as your Aunt, or any-body 
elfe ? — And this thro* the inftigation of that odd-headed 
and foolilh Uncle of yours, who [forry creature thac he 
is !] keeps her up to refolutions which are unworthy 
of her, tor an example to me, if it pleafe you. Is not 
this caufe enough for me to ground a refentment upon, 
fufficient to juiHfy me for accompanying you ; the 
fricndihip between us fo well known ? 

Indeed, my dear, the importance of the cafe con- 
fidered, I mud repeat. That you are too nice. Don't 
they already think, that your non-compliance with 
their odious meafures is owing a good deal to my ad- 
vice i Have they not prohibited our correfpondence 
upon that very furmife ? And have I, but on your 
account, reafon to value what they think f 

Befides, what diforedit have I to fear by fuch a ftep ? 
What detriment ? Would Hickman, do you believe, 
refufe me upon it ? — If he did, fhould 1 be lorry for 
that f — Who is it, that has a Soul, who would not be 
aSeAed by fuch an inftance of female friendHiip ? 

But I (hould vex and diforder my Mother ! — Well, 
that is fomething : But not more than (he vexes and 
diforders me, on her being made an implement by fuch 
a forry creature, who ambles hither every day in fpitc 
to my deareft friend — Wo be to both, if it be for a 
doutkendf — Chide me, if you will : I don't care. 

I fay, and I infift upon it, fuch a ftep would eri' 
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nobU yotir friend : And if ftQl you will permit it, I 
will take the office out of Lovelace*a hands \ and, to-' 
inoiTOW evemngf or on Monday, before his time of 
appointment takes place, will come in a chariot, or' 
chatfe : And then, my dear, if we get off as I wifh, 
Will we make terms (and what terms we pleaie) with 
them All. My Mother will be glad to receive her 
daughter again I warrant : And Hickman will cry for 
j^ on my return } or he ihall for firroiu. ' 

Bot you are fo very eameftly angry with me for pro- 

K»fing foch a ftep, and have always fo much to fiiy 
r your fide of any queftion; that I am afraid tourg< 
it fSuthen— Only be fo good (let me add) as to en-; 
- courage me to refume it, if, upon fiinher confideration,' 
and upon weighing matters well (and in this light, 
Whether heft to go off wi^i me, or with Lovebici) 
you can get over your punctilious regard for my re- 
putation. A woman going away with a nvoman is 
not fo difcreditable a thing, Tu rely ! and with no view, 
but to avcid the fellows I'^I fay, only be fo good as 
to confider this point ^ and if you can get over your 
fcruples on my account, do. And fo I will have done 
with this argument far the prcfent ; and apply myfelf 
to fome of the paflages in yours. 

A time, 1 hope, will come, that I fhall be able to 
read your affedting narratives without that impatient 
bitternefs, which now boils over in my heart, and 
would flow to my pen, were I to enter into the par- 
ticulars of what you write. And indeed 1 am afraid 
of giving you my advice at all, or of telling you what 
I ihould do in your cafe ^fuppofing you willftill refule 
my offer ; finding too* what you have been brought 
or rather driven to, without it) ; left any evil fhould 
follow it : In which cafe, I fhould never forgive my- 
felf. And this confideration has added to my di£B- 
culties in writing to you now you are upon fuch a cri- 
fis, and yet refufe the onfy method — But t faid, t 
would not for the prcfent touch anymore that ftrihg. 
8 Ycr, 
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Yet> one word more, chide me if 70U pleafe : if any 
harm betide you, I ihall for ever blame my Mother-*- 
Indeed I fhali — And perhaps yourfelf^ if you do not 
accept of my offer. 

But one things in your prefent iituation and pro- 
fpeAs, let 4ne advife : It is this. That if you do go 
ofF with Mr. Lovelace, you take the firft opportunity 
to marry. Why (hould you not^ when every-body 
will know by whofe affiftance, and in whofe company, 
you leave your Father's houfe, go whicherfoever you 
will ? — You may indeed keep him at a diftance, until 
Settlements are drawn, and fuch-like matters are ad- 
jured to your mind : But even thefe are matters of 
lefs confideration in your particular cafe, than they 
would be in that of mofl others : And firft, Becaufe, 
be his other faults what they will, nobody thinks him 
an ungenerous man : Next, Becaufe the pofleffion of 
your Edate muft be given up to you as foon as your 
Coufin Morden comes, who, as your Truftee, will 
fee it done ; and done upon proper terms : 3dly, Be- 
caufe there is no want of fortune on his fide : 4thly, 
Becaufe all his family value you, and are extremely 
defirous that you ihould be their Relation : 5thly, 
Becaufe he makes no fcruple of accepting you without 
conditions. You fee how he has always defied your 
relations [I, for my own part, can forgive him for 
that fault : Npr know I, if it be not a noble one] : 
And I dare fay, he had rather call you his^ without a 
(hilling, than be under obligation to thofe whom he 
has full as little reafon to love, as they have to love 
him. You have heard, that his own Relations cannot 
make his proud ijpirit iubmit to owe any favour to 
them. 

For all thefe reafons, I think, you may the lefs 
jftand upon previous Settlements. It is therefore my 
abfolute opinion, that, if you do withdraw with hi in 
(And in that cafe you muft let ^'m be judge, when 
he can leave you with fafcty, youUl ob/arve That\ ^qm^ 
ihould not poilpone the Ceremony. 
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Gifc this mauter your moft feriont confidenutoiu 
Pun£Hlio it oot of doors the momtot jou are out of 
voor Ftthcr*t hoofe. I know how juftljr fetere yoo 
have been upon chofe bexcufabk creatures, whofe 
Mddioefs, and even want of decency^ have made thoD| 
in AtfaMhur as I may fay, leap from a Parent^ 
window to a Hu(band*s bed — Bot confidertng Love- 
hce*s chancer, I repeat my opinion^ that yoor Af^ 
tstkn in the eye of the wond requires that* no delsy 
be nude in this point when once yon are in his power. 

I need not^ I am fure^ make a ftronger plea to jfm 

Yon fay^ in ezcufe for my Mother (what mj fer* 
irent Love for m^ Friend verf ill brooks) That wc 
ought not to blame any one for not ddn^ what flic 
has an option to do» or to let alone. This^ in cafes 
of friendfliip, would admit of very ftri& dBfcu^o, 
If the thing requefted be of greater confequence, or 
even of equal, to the pcribn fought to» and it were^ 
as the old phrafe has it, to take a thorn out cf on^t 
frtentts foot^ to put it into one^s own, fomething migitt 
be faid. — Nay, it would be, I will venture to (ayt a 
felfifh thing in us to afk a favour of a friend which 
would fubjcA That friend to the fame or equal incoQ- 
venience as That from which we wanted to be relieved. 
The requefter would, in this cafe, teach his friendf 
by hb own felfifli example, with much better reafoDi 
to deny him, and defpife a friendihip fo merely nomi« 
uai. But if, by 2, le/s inconvenience to ourfelves, we 
could relieve our friend from a greater, the refufal of 
fuch a favour makes the refufer unworthy of the name 
of Friend : Nor would I admit fuch a one, not even 
into the Outermqfi Fold ,of my Heart. 

I am well aware that this is your opinion of friend- 
ihip, aa well as mine : For 1 owe the diftin£tion to 
you, upon a certain occafion ; aod it faved me from 
a very great inconvenience, as you muft needs rc« 
memb^. But you were always for making excufes 
for other people, in cafes wherein you would not have 
^/^wed of one for jiour/cl/. I 
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I muft owe, that were thefe cxcufcs for a friend*^ 
{DdifFereoce, or denial, made by aoy-body but you^ 
10 a cafe of fuch vaft importance to herfelf, and of fo 
comparative zfnatl one to thofe for whofejproteflioa 
flie would be thought to wiib ; I, who am for ever, as 
you have often remarked, endeavouring to trace effedls 
to their caufes^ (bould be ready to fufpeft that there 
was a latent, unowned inclination, which balancings 
or preponderating rather, made the ilTue of the alter- 
native (however important) fit more lightly upon the 
excufer*s mind than ibe cared to own. 

You will underftand me, my dear. But if you do 
not, it may be as well for me ; for I am afraid I fliall 
ifave it from you, for but ftarting fuch a notion, or 
giving a hint, which perhaps, as you did once in an« 
other cafc^ you will reprimandingly call, * Not being 
^ able to forego the oftentation of fagacuy, tho'at the 
\ expeoce of that tendernefs which is due tofriendftiip 
■* and charity.' 

What fignifies owning a fault, without mending ir, 
you'll fay ? — Very true, my dear. But you know I 
ever was a faucy creature — Ever ftood in need of great 
allowances. — And I remember likewife that I ever had 
tlvem Arom my dear Clariffa. Nor do I doubt them 
now : For you know how much I love you — If it be 
poffible, more than rny/el/ I love you 1 Believe me, 
my dear. And, in confcquence of that belief, you 
will be able to judge how much I am afit:Aed by 
your prefent diftrefstul and critical ficuation ; which 
will not fuffer me to pafs by without a ceofure, even 
that philofopby of temper in your own caufe, which 
you have not in another *s, and which all that kaow 
you ever admired you for« 

From this critical and diftrefsful fituation, it fhall 
be my hourly prayers, that you may be delivered with'^ 
out biemi(h to that fair fame, which has faii^to, like 
your heart, been unfpotted. 

With this prayer, twenty times rcpt^iUd ^ ^tit^^-^^t.^ 
Tour evft'ofeSmate hx<)S< L "fta^ ^ % 

VoL.IL Q \\i>^". 
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t I 

^ horned myfidf in wridng Tbbi. ^ I hurrj 
Robin away with ir^' Aat In a mittion To ^crf 
critical, yon xqbj have all the rime poffible to 
€0idUerwh4t I have irricteoi upon two pomtt 
To very important. I win repeat theia in a voy 
few wordi : 
* Whether yoo chu& not rather to go off with one 
^ of j§ur ixtnSexi with your Akm a Hows— 
* than with one of the ofMr i with Mr. Loti- 
LACS i* 

And if noff ^ 

' Whether you fhould not marry him as JlooD as 
poffible V 

LETTER XLIII. 

'^Mift CLA&ista Harlowb, To Afift Howb. 
[The pftctdimg Utt^r not riceiiw/.l 

Saturday AJUmm/iu 

A Lready have f anecfUtic Anfwer, as I may call 

*^ it, to my Letter. 

^ He promifes compliance with my will in every 
article : Approves of all I propofe \ particularly of 
the private lodging : And thinks it a happy expe- 
dient to obviate the ccnfures of the Bufy and the 
UnrefleAing: And yet he hopes, that the putting 
myfelf into the prote6Hon of either of his Aunts 
(treated as I am created) would be far from being 
looked npon by any-body in a difreputable light. 
But every thing I enjoin or refolve upon muft, he 
fays, be right, not only with rcfpcft to my prefent 
but future reputation ; with regard to which, he 
hopes fo to behave himl'elf, as to be allowed to be, 
next to myfelf, more properly folicitous than anti- 
body. He will only afiure me, that his whole fa- 
niily rre extremely deiirous to take advantage of the 
( cffecutions I labour under, to make their court and 
endear ihen Selves to me, by their beft and moft 

chear- 



I ' 
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* chcarful fcrviccs : Happy, if they can in any mca- 

* furc contribute to my prcfcat freedom and future 

* happinefs. 

* He will this afternoon^ he fays, write to Lord N, 
^ and to Lady Betty and Lady Sarah, that he is now 

* within view of being the happieft man in the world, 
^ if it be not his own fault ; iince the only woman 
^ ujpon earth that can make him fo, will be foon out 
' of danger of being another man's ; and cannot poA 
' fibly prefcribe any terms to him that he fhall not 

* think it his duty to comply with. 

' He flatters himfelf now (my laft Letter CGnfirming 
' my refolution) that he can be in no apprehenfion of 

* my changing my mind, unlefs my friends change 
' their manner of acting by me ; which he is too fure 
' they will not {a). And now will all his Relations^ 
' who take fuch a kind and generous fhare in his in- 
^ tereOs, glory and pride themfelves in the profpcfls 

* he has before him.* 

Thus artfully does he hold me to it. 

* As to fortune, he begs of me not to be folicitous 

* on that fcore : That his own edate is fufficient for 

* us both ; not a nominal^ but a real^ two thoufand 

* pounds per annunty equivalent to fome Eftates re 

* puted a third more : That it never was encumbered: 

* That he is clear of the world both as to book and 

* bond debts ; thanks, perhaps, to his pride, more 
^ than to his virtue : That Lord M. moreover refolves 

* to fettle upon him a thoufand pounds per annum 

* on his nuptials. And to this, he will have it, his 

* Lordfhip is iuftlgated more by motives of jnjlicef 
•' than of generofity \ as he muft conlider ii was but an 

* equivalent for an Ellate which he had got poHenion 

* of, to which his (Mr. Lovelace's) Mother had bet- 

* ter pretcnfions. That his Lordlhip alfo propofed 

(«) Well he might be £o fure, when he had the art ^o play them off, 
by his corrupted agent, and to make them all join to promote his views 
uoksowsio themiclves ; as is fhrwn in fome of his pi ecedingLettet%« 
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to ^e kim Qp eitlier hit Scat in HatSordliirt^ or 
that b Lancafliirct at hii own or at Ut IfVlfe'f op- 
tioDi erpeciallj if I am dw fttton. All vliich jt 
will be in my power to lae done, and ptoptr S<^ 
tlements drawn, itfio^ I. enter into anv iaraicr ea- 
gagementi with htni if I will have it fe.* 
lie Cwjt, ^ That I need QOt be under aqj fiAdcude 
as to appardt All kmmAati occafiona of that ibrt 
will be mofi chearfbllrfupplicd bf theliadfeii of hiifa- 
mHy : As my others (nalC widi the (Nat eft pride and 
plesfore (if I will allow him that honour ]| bjhim£d£ 

* Re aflures m6^ thatlihall goverp fiini aaljpleafei 
with tegard to any-thing in bU ftmer towards e^ 
fc£tiog a Reconciliation with my firleoda &* A poiat 

lie knows my heart is fet upon. 

* He^is afraid* that the time will hardly allow of 
his procuring Mift Charlotte Montague's atteod- 
ance upon me, at ^t. Albania, sa he bad propoTed 
(he (hould-j bccaufe, he underftaods, (he keeps her 
chamber with a violent cold and fore throat. Bot 
both (he and her Si(ter, the firfl moment fhe is able 
to go abroad, (hall viiit me at my private lodgings.) 
and intrcduce me to Lady Sarah and L.ady Betty, 
or thofe Ladies to me, as I (ball cbufe ; and accom- 
pany me to town, if I pleafe ; and fVay as long io 
it with me, as I (hall think fit to flay there. 

* Lord M. will alfo, at my own time, and in my 
ovn manner (that is to fay, either publicly or pri- 
vately) make me a vifie* Aud^ for bis own part, wheP 
he has feen me in fafety, either in their protedioo, 
or in the privacy I prefer, he will leave me, and 
not attempt ro vifit me but by my own permiffion. 

' He had thoughts once, he fays, on hearing cf 
his Coufm Charlotte's indi/pcfition, to have engaged 
his Coufin Patty's attendance upon me, either ^ 
or abcut the r.eightouring village, or at St« Alban*s: 
But, he (a>s, (he is a low fpirited, timorous girl^ 
acd ^ould tut the more have perplexed us/ 

So 
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So> my deary the enterprize r^ q^uires courage and 
itigh fpirits, you fee! — And ialeed it dais ! — Waac 
am I about to do I— 

.He himrelf, it is plain, thinks it neceflary that I 
(hould be accompanied with one of my oi¥n Sex.— 
He might, at Icaft, have propofcd the woman of one 
of the Ladies of his family.— Lord blefs me ! — What 
afli^I about to do ! — 

After all^. far as I have gone, I know not but I 
may ftill recede: And if I do, a mortal quarrel I. 
liippofe will enfue. — \nd what if it does ? — Could 
there be any way to cfcape this Solmes, a breach wittv 
Lovelace might make way for the (ingle Life to take 
place» which 1 £b much prefer : Ahd then I would 
defy the Sex. For I fee nothtog but trouble and vex- 
ation that they bring upon ours : And when once en- 
tered, one b obliged tago on with them, treadioj,. 
with tender feet, upon thorns, and (harper thorns, 
tQf the end of a* painful journey.. 

What to do I know not. The more I think, the 
more I am embarrafled ! — ^.\nd the ftrongtr will be 
my doubts as the appointed time draws near. 

But I will go down, and take a little turn in the* 
g^^en ; ^^^ depofit This^. and his Letters all but the 
two laft^ which L will inclofe in my neitr, if I have 
opporiunity to write another. 

Mean time, my dear friend But what can 1 

dtdrc you to pray for ? — Aditu- then !— Let me only 
(ay— 'Adieu T — 

LETTER XLIV. 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Hows. 
t/« Anfwer to Letter xlii.] 

Sunday Mornings April 9. 

Tp% O not think, my beloved friend, altho' you havC 
^^ given me in yours of yefterday a feverer inflanc^ 
of wfaat^ nevertheleis, I muft call ^ou\: itn^arVvi^ 

O 5 \a^^-^ 
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Lovey thin ever yet I received from jout that I will 
be difplearcd with you ibr it. That woold be to pot 
myfelt ioco the inconvenieot fituataea of Royalty : 
That it to faj» Out rftti way of ever being told of 
my faults } of ever meadiog them : aud In tSi toajr of 
making (he /incereft and warmeft friendlhjp ufelefi 
tome. 

And th^n how brightly, how noUy glows in yowr 
bofbm the facred flame of frieodihip $ fiace it can 
make yon ready to impute to the unhappy fufferer a 
/ffrdegrif of warmth in igr own caufe* thao^Mc have 
for hefj becaufe flie endeavours to diveft berftUF of 
Sffftofwc as to leave others to the optiqii which thejr 
have a right to make 1^—Ought !» my dear, to btam^t 
ou|^t I not rather to admire yoo for this ardor i 

fiut neverthelefs. left yoo ihould think that there 
is any foundation for a lormtfe which (altho* it owe 
its rife to >Mir friendfliip) would, if there tv«r#, leave 
fii# utterly inezcufable ( I muftf in juftice to mTfelf, 
declare, That I know not mv own heart, if I havp 
any of that latent or unownea inclinaiion^ which yon 
would impute to any other but me. Nor does the on- 
p$rtant a/temativejlt Hghtif on my mind. And yet I 
muft excufe your Mother, were it but on this angle 
confideration, That I could not prcfume to reckon 
upon her favoufi as I could upon her Daughter*!, fo 
as to make the claim of friendfhip upon i»r> to whomj 
esr the Mother of my deareft friend, a veneration is 
owing, which can hardly be compatible with that 
fweet familiarity which is one of the indifpeaTable 
requifites of the Sacred Tie by which your heart and 
mine are bound in one. 

What therefore I might exptCi from my Anna 
If owe, I ought not from her Mother \ for would it 
fnot be very ilrange, that a perfon of her experience 
fiiould be reflected upon becaufe (he gave not up her 
own judgment, where the confequence of her doing 
fo would be to embroil herfelf, as ihe apprehends, 

with 
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with a family fhe has lived well with, and in behalf 
3f a child agalnft her parents ? — As (he has moreover 
I Daughter of her owq : — A Daughter too, give me 
leave to fay» of whofe vivacity and charming fpirits 
[he is more apprehenfive than fhe need to be, becaule 
der truly maternal cares make her fear more from her 
ycutb than (he hopes from her prudence ^ which ne- 
verthelefs fhe and all the world {:now to be beyond her 
years^ 

And here, let me add. That whatever you may 
generoufly, and as therefult of an ardent affeAion for 
your unhappy friend, urge on this head, in my behalf, 
or harfhly againft any one who may refufe me pro- 
tection in the extraordinary circumdances I find my- 
felf in ; I have fome pleafure, in being able to curb 
undue ezpc£lations upon my indulgent friends, what- 
ever were to befal myfelf from thofe circumftances ; 
for I (hould be extremely mortified, were I by my 
felfifh forwardnefs to give occafion for fuch a check, 
as to be told, that I had encouraged an unrcafonable 
hone; or, according to the phrafe you mention, 
wimed to take a Thorn out of n^ own foot , and to put 
it into that of my friend. Nor Ihould I be better 
pteafed with myftlf, if, haviag been taught by my 
good Mrs. Norton, that the beft of fchools is That of 
iffliS'ion, I (hould rather learn impatience than the 
contrarj, by the leflbns I am obliged to get by heart 
in it ; aod if I fhould judge of the merits of others^ 
as they were kind to me ; and that at the expence of 
their own convenience or peace of mind. For is not 
This to fuppofe myfelf ever in the right -, and all who 
do not aft as I would have them adt, perpetually in 
tbe wrong? In (hort, to make my fake, G^oJ'sfake, in 
the fenfe of Mr. Solmes's pitiful plea to me ? 

How often, my dear, have You and 1 endeavohred 
to deteft and cenfure this partial fpirit in others ? 

But I know you do not always content yourfelf with 
faying what you think xnxjjufliy be faid \ but^ vclc^\- 

O 4 ^« 
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der to fliew the extent of « penetration which ctn go 
to the bottom of tny fotgeft, ddi^ lo &j or to wnte 
all thaty«» htfiud at writtm^ or even iboughit oo the 
particular occafion \ and this partly perhape nrom bein^ 
defiront [Pardon me^ my d«ur I3 to be thonght mi- 
firefi of a fagacity that is aforehiiod tmh eventa. But 
who woold wiih to drain off or dry up a rejFrcfhiag 
current^ becaofe it oowand-then mitt us to Tone 
little inconvenience by its overflowings T In ot&er 
words, who would not allow for the,, lavelinefs of a 
Spirit which for one painful fcnfibility gives an hup- 
dred pleafurabk ones i And the our in confequcnce 
tixht other? 

But now I come to the two points in your Let- 
ter, which moft feofibly concern me : Thus you put 
(hem : 

* Whether I chufe not rather to go off [fhockbg 

* words I J vrith one of my own Sex ; with toy 

* Anha Howe — ^thao with one of the afAirr ; 
' with Mr. LovELACS i* 

And if no f^ 

< Whether I (hould not marry him as foon4tt 

^ pcffibie V 

Tou know, my dear, my rcafons for reje^liog your 
propofal^ and even for being earneft that you fhould 
not be known to be affiftiog to me in an enterprise in 
\thich a cruel neceflijy induced me to think of enga« 
ging ; aud for which )>ou have not the fame plea. At 
this rate, well might your Mother be uneafy at our 
correfpoqdence, not knowing to what ioconvenieo- 
cies it might fubjeA her and you ! — If / am hardly 
excufable to think of withdrawing from my unkind 
friends^ what could 702/ have to fay for yourfelf^ were 
you to abandon a Mother fo indulgent ? Does Ihc 
fufpcA that your fervent frieod(hip may lead you to a 
JmaU indifcretion ? and docs this fufpicion offend you ' 

And 
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And ^outd yotip in refcnttnent, fh?w \iev ani the 
worlds that you can voluntarily ru(h into the higheft 
error that any of our Sex can be guilty of ? 

And is it worthy of your geperolity [I a(k yon, 
my d^ar, is it ?] to think of taking fo undutiful a 
fiep, becaufe you believe your Mother would be glad^ 
to receive you again ? 

I do aflure yout.that were I- to take this ftep my- 
ftlf, I would ran all ri(ks rather than you fhould 
accompany me in it. Have I^ do you think, adefire 
to double and trebU my own fault in the eye of the 
world ? In the eye of that world which,, cruelly as I 
am ufed (not knowing all) would not acquit me > 

But, my deareft kindeft friends let me tell you, 
Til at we will neither of us take fuch a ilep. . The man- 
ner of putting your queftions abundantly convinces 
me, that I. ought not, in your opinion, to attempt ir. 
You no doubt intend ih^t Ifhall ^ take it; and I 
thank you for the equally polite and forcible con- 
viAioD. 

It is fome fetisfafiroo to me (taking the matter la 
this light) that I had begun to waver before I received 
your laft. And now I tell you, that it has abfoluteiy 
determined me not to go off ; at leaiV, not to-morrow. 

If Ton, my dear^. think the ijue of the alternative 
(roufe your own words) fits fo lightly upon my mind: 
in fliort that my inclination is fauhy ; the World 
would treat mc much Icfs fcrupuloufly. When there- 
fore you rc^Tcknt, that all pun€liIio mujt be at an end 
tie moment J am out of my Father* s houfe ; and hint^ 
that Imuft fubmlt it to Mr. Lovelace to judge when 
be can leave me with fafety ; that is to fay, give bim 
the option whether he will leave me, or not ; Who 
can bear thefe reflexions, who can refolve to incur 
thefe inconveniencies^ that has the queftion ftiil in her 
own power to decide uppn ? 

While I thought only of an cfcape from This houfe 
as an cfcape from Mr. Sohnes \ that already m^ tt.^^^ 

O 5 \iANa^ 
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tition fttfoed by nay coofinemieQi % tq^ that it would 
be ftUl iQ nj oifb option, either to marrf {Mr. Love- 
lace, or wholly to renounce himi bold at the fiep 
was, I thoDftht, treated at I am treated, fooiething 
was to be (aid in eicufe of it— If not to the world,'^ 
to m/Hf' ^^ <o bcfiy'scfmttid^ it a Ideffing to be 
preferred to the opinion of all the world. But, alier* 
I Jiave cenfored cnoft lercrelyt at I have c^ dobe^ 
thcfe ^df ^girli* wiio have in tlie (ame hoort at I 
may tiy, that they have fled from their chamber, pre- 
feoted themfdvet at the Altar that b to tritncu to 
their undntifulraflinelti after I have ftipalated with 
Mr. Lovelace for time^ and for an tUtmatg tftm 
whctber to accept or rrfu/i him ; and for hit ieavmg 
nu^ as fim at I am m a piac§ rf faftty (which, at 
yon obferve, h$ muft be the judge of|} and after he 
\L9Afigmfiid to me Us compUance vfitk tiiefe terms / fo 
that I cannot, if I would^ recal them, and fuddenly 
marry \ — You ice, my dear, that I have nothing IdEt 
me, but to refolve not to go away with him. 

But, how, on this revocation of my appointmeof, 
fball I be able to pacify him ? 

-How! — Why aflcrt the privilege of my Sexl— 
Surely, on This fide of the Solemnity be has no right 
to be difpleafed. Bcfides, did I not referve a power 
of receding, as I faw fit I To what purpofe, as I afked 
in the cafe between your Mother and you» has any- 
body an option, if the making ufe of it ihall give the 
rcfufed a right to be difgufted ? 

Far, very far, would ThofCf who, according to the 
Old Law, have a right of abfolving or confirming a 
child's promife, be from ratifying mine^ had it been 
twcvfofoUmn a one (a). But This was rather an ap^ 

fointment 

(«> See Numb, xxx. Where it it declared, whofc tows Hull be bind- 
iDg, and whofe not. The vows of a Man, or of a Widow, are Htyettr 
pronounced to be indifpenfible ; bccaufe they are'Sole, and fubjcd to 
n« othet domeftic aathoritj« Bat the vowi of a Single womaii| aadof 
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pointment than a promife : And fuppofc it had bcea 
the latter ; and that I had not referved to myfelf a 
liberty of revoking it i was it to preclude Setter or 
maturer confideration ? — If fo» how unfit to be given ! 
— How ungenerous to be infifled uponj — And how 
unfitter fiilly to be kept ! — Is there, a man living who 
ought to be angry that a wocpan whom^ be hopes one 
day to call his, (hall refufe to keep a rafh promife^. 
when, on the matureft deliberation, (he is convinced 
that it was, a rafh one ? 

I refolve then, upon the whole, to ftand This one 
trial of Wednefday next— or, perhaps* I (hould rather 
fayy of Tuefday evening, if mv Father hold his pur- 
pofe of endeavouring, in perion» to make me read^ 
or hear read, and then fign^ the Settlements. — Thatf 
That muft be the greateft trial o£al].. 

If lam. compelled to fign them over-aight — ^Then 
(the Lord.blefs me !) muft All L dread, follow, as of 
courfe, on Wednefday .^ If lean prevail upon them by 
my* prayers [Perhaps I (hall fall into fits; for the very 
firft appearance of my Father, after having been fo 

2 Wife, if thie Father of the one, or the Hufbaadof the other, difallow. 
of thorn as foon at they know them, are to be of no force. 

A matter highly nece^ary to be known, by all young Ladies efpc- 
cially^whoie dcfigningaddreiTcrs too- often endeavour to engage them 
by tows; and then, plead Confcience and Honour to than, to hold 
them down to the performance- 

It cannot be-amiis to recite the very words'. 

Ver. %* If a -woman vow a vow unto the Lord, and hind herftlf ly 
m bondf ieinz in her Father* $ bcufe in her youth ; , 

4. And her Father hear her vow, and her lond wherewith jhe hath 
Hand htrfini, and htr Father Jhall hold his peace at her ; then all her 
vows Jkall Jland, and every lond. wherewith (ht bath- hound her foul 
Jhidljland. 

J. But if her Father difallow her in the day that le heareth / not 
ary of her vows or of her bonds -wherewith Jhe hath bound her foul Jhall 
fiani: And tie Lord fijli forgive her, . beeaufe ttr Father . difallow ed. 
her. 

The" fame in the cafe of a Wife, as faid above. .Sec ver. 6, j, e, 
&e, — And all is thus folemoly clofcd : 

Ver. i5. Ihefe are the Statutes which the Lwd cotnmatiAtii "NltkU^ 
htween a Man and Ins Wife, between \ht Fatbcr «i»4 loitt "DtiM^xo, 
///>Sr/// inbcrjoutJiihhfr Father's houfe. 

O 6 ^^ 
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long bftoUhed his prefence, will greatly affeft me— IF, 
I ftfy I etD preful upon Acta br my prayert ] to 
ley afide thdr viewt ; or to Aifpeoa the day» if biit 
fcir one w«ek i if mt^ but for two or three (Urt $ ftill 
Wcdoefday will be a lighrer day of trial. They win 
fbrely ^ve me time to e^r^/Sder \ to dr^ier with myfelf. 
This wul not be frmmjhg. Am I have made no dSbrt 
ao gel «My, th^ have no reafoo to ikfyt€t me ; fii ' 
I may hate an oppnrtunityi in the laft re(brt» io with- 
draw* MrSi Norton b to be inth me She, aidio' 
jhe (hould be chidden for ir, will, in my extremity» 
plead for me* My Anne Henrey hm^. In foch an es^ 
tremiiTi join with her. Perhaps my Mother may be 
hronght over* I will kneel to eadi> mie.by otte. lo' 
make a iriefld. Some- of them have been afraia Id 
fee me, left they fhotUd be moved in my favmnr t 
Does not iThis give me a reafbnable hope, that I wu^ 
move them i My Brodier's compel, heretofore ^vetti 
to turn me oat of doors to mv evil deftiny, may ag^ 
be repeated^, and may prtrm ; ntn fhall I be In do 
'worfi cafe than now, as to the difpleafure of my friends; 
and thus hr tetter, that it will not be my 'fault that 
I feek another proteAion : Which even then ou^htto 
be my Coufia Morden's, rather than Mr Lovelace'tj 
or any other perfoo's. 

My heart, in (hort, mifgives me lefs, when I re- 
folve TTfis way, than when I think of the otter : And. 
in fo ftropg and involuntary a bias« the heart is, as 
1 may fay, Con/cienee, And well cautions the wife 
man : * i|et the counfel of thine own heart (land i 

* for there is no man more faithful to thee» than It : 

* For a man's mind is fometimes wont to tell htm 
' more than feven watchmen, that fit above in a high 

* tower (tf )/ 

Forgive thefe indigefted felf-reafeoings* I will 
dofe here : Ao^ inftantly fet abotu a Letter of Re-* 
vocation to Mr. Lovelace & take it as he will. It 

wiU 
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will only be another trial *of temper to him» To mfi 
of infinite ioiportance. And has he not promifed 
tcTiper and ac^uiefcence, on the fuppolidon of a 
change ia mj mind ? 

LETTER XLV. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlow e. To Mifs Hows. 

Sunday Morning i^^prilg,) 

■^TObody it fcems will go to church this day. No. 
^^ bieffing to be expected, perhaps, upon views fo, 
worldly, and in fome (o crueL 

They have a midrufl chat I have fome device in , 
my head. Betty has been lookiogf among my clothes. 
1 found her, on coming up from depofiting my Lec-^ 
ter to Lovelace (fori have written !) peering among 
them ; for I bad left the key in the lock. She co- 
loured, and was confounded to be caught. But I 
only faid, I fhould be accuftbmed to any fort of treat- 
ment in time. If fhe had her orders— t^ofe were 
enough for her. 

She owned, in her confufion, that a motion had 
been made to abridge me of my Airings ; and the re- 
port^ (hould make, would be of no diiadvantage to 
me. One of my friends, (he told me, urged in my 
behalf, That there was no need of laying me under 
greater reftraint, fince Mr Lovelace's threatening to 
refcui me by violence, were I to have been carried to 
my Uncle'S) was a conviction that I had no deiign to 
gp to him voluntarily i and that if I had, I £houId 
have made pr^arations of that kind h/ore now j and, 
moft nrobably, been dete£led in them.— if^mr^, it 
was alio inferred, that there was no room to doubt, 
but 1 would at Xztk comply. And, added the bold 
creature, if you don't intend to do fo, your conJuA, 
Mifs, fcems ftrange to me.— Only thus. (he recon- 
ciled it } That I had gone fo far, I knew not how to 
come oSgentfe/ly : And (he faalied I ihould^ la fu(( 
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congregation^ oarVfcdnetdaLj, give Mr. Solmes my 
hand. And then faid the confident wench^ as the 
learned Dr. Brand took his text laft Sunday, There 
Vfili be joy in heaven — 

Thu if the fubftance of my Letter to Mr. Love- 
lace I. 

* That I hare reafons of the greateft confequence 

* to myfe^ (and which, when known, muft fatisfy 

' Um) to fufpehd, for the prefent,. my. iotemion of <^ 
' leaving my Father's houfe : That I have hopes that 

* matters may be brought to an happy conclufion,., 

* without taking a ftepj which nothing but the laft 
< neceffity could juflify: And that he may depend 

* upon my promife, that I will die rather than cov 

* fent to marry Mr. Solmes.' 

And fo5 I am preparing myfelf to ftand the fliock 
of his exclamatory reply. But be that what it will,, 
it cannot affe£t me fb much, as the apprehenfioos of 
what may happen to me next Tuefday or Wednefday ;. 
for now thofc appreheafions engage my whole atten- 
tion^ and make me fick at the very heart. 

Sunday, Four in the Aftemorm. 

My Letter is not yet taken away — If he fhould' 
not fend for it, or take it, and come hither on my 
not meeting him to-morrow, in doubt of what may 
have befallen me, what {hall I do ! Why had I any * 
concerns with this Sex ! — I, that was fo happy till I 
knew This man ! 

I dined in the Ivy Summer-houfe. My rcqtieft to 
do fo, was complied with at the firft word. To fhew 
I meant nothing, I went again into the houfe with 
Betty, as foon as I had dined. I thought it was not 
amifs to alk this liberty ; the weather fecmed to be fct 
in fine. Who knows what Tuefday or Wednefday 
may produce ? 

Sunday Evening, Seven o*Clock. 

There remains mj Lciuic V\WVl— lU is buficd, I 
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fuppofe, in his preparations for to-morrow. But then 
he has fenrants. Does the man think he is {oftcur$ 
of me, that having appointed, he need not give him- 
feif any further concern about me, till the very mo- 
ment ? He knows how I am befet. He knows not 
what may happen. I might be ill, or flill more clofely 
watched or confined than before. The correfpondence 
fiught be difcovered. It might be neceflary to vary 
the fcheme . I might be forced into meafures, which 
might entirely froftrate my purpofe. I might have 
new doubts. I might fuggeft fomechiog more conve* 
nienty for any-thiag he knew. What can the man 
mean, I wonder ! — Yet it (hall lie \ for if he has it 
any time before the appointed hour, it will five me 
declaring to him perfonally my changed purpofe,. and 
the trouble of contending with him on that fcore. 
If he fend for it at all, he will fee by the date, that 
he might have had it in time ; and if he be put to 
any inconvenience from (hortnefs of notice, let him 
take it for his pains. 

r . 

Sunday Nighty Nine o^Oeck. « 
It is determined, it feems, to fend for Mrs. Norton 
to be here oa Tuefday to dinner ; and ihe is to fiay 
with me for a whole week. 

So ihe is firft to endeavour to perfuade me to com- 
ply ; and, when the violence is done, flie is to com- 
fort me, and try to reconcile me to my fate. They 
expcd^ts and fetches, Betty infolently tells me, and 
ezpoftulationSf and exclamations, without number ; 
But every-body will be prepared for them : And when 
its over, its over ; and I ihali be cafy and pacified 
when 1 find I can't help it. 

Monday M^rn. ^pril lo. Seven o^lock. 

O MT dear I There yet lies the Letter, iuft as I 
left it ! 

Does he think he is fo fure of me I — ^TBwVv^^^ \«. 
imagines that I dare not alter my iput^ ofc% \ V\^l 
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had never kncMm him ^ I begin now to fee this nih-- 
nefii in the light eveir one elfe would have feen it Jb, 
had I boM guilty of it» But what can I do, if he 
come lo-daj at the appointed time I If he receive not 
the Letter, I mnft iee him, or he will think (bme«- 
thbff hat befallen me ; and certainly wiO come to the 
houle. As certainly he will be infuited* And what,, 
in that cafe, may be the confeqaence I Then I ai 
good at promifiMi that I would take the firft. oppor* 
tnnity to fee him» if I changed my mind« and to give- 
him my reafont for it. I have no doubt but he will 
be out of huaK>ur upon it : But better, if we meet, 
that hi go aww diflausfied with me^ than that / fhould. 
go away diflatufied with myfetf. 

Yet, fliort at the time is, he may ftill perhapt 
ftfnd and get the Letter. Something may have hap- 
pened to prevent him, which when known wiU'e&euie 
him. 

After I have difappointed him more than once be-- 
fore, on a requefted /n/^rz;i^ only, it it impoffiUe 
he (bould not have curiofity at lead, to know if fome- 
tliing has not happened \ aud whether my mind hold 
or not in this more important cafe. And yet, as I 
raflily confirmed my refoiutioo by a fecond Letter, I.* 
bcgio now to doubt it. 

Nineo'CM. 
Mt Coufin Dolly Herveey Aid thein doled Letter 
into my hand, as I pafled by her, coming out of the 
garden. 

Dcareft Madam^ 
t have got intelligence from one who pretends to 
•* know eveiy-ihing, that you muft be married on 
Wcdncfday morning to Mr. Solmes* Perhaps how- 
ever, file fays this only to vex me ; for it is that faucy 
creature Betty Barney. A Liceace is got, as (he lays; 
And fo far ihe went as to tell me (bidding me fay 

no- 



Let. 45. Clarifla Harlowe. 305 

pothiag ; but (he knew I would) that Mr. Brand it 
to marry you. For Dr. Lewen, I hear, rcfufcs, un« 
lefs your eoofeat can be obtained ; and they have 
heard that he does not approve of their proceedings 
againft you. Mr. Brand, I am told, is to have his 
fortune made by Uncle Harlowe and among them. 

You will know better than I what to make of alt 
tbefe matters ; for fometimes I think Betty tells me 
things as if I ihould not tell you, and yet experts that I 
will (a). For there is great whifpering between Mi6 
Harlowe and her ; and I have obferved that when 
their whifpering is over, Betty comes and tells me 
fomething by way of fecrer. She and all the world 
know how much I love you : And fo I would have 
them. Ic is an honour to me to love a young L idy 
who is and ever was an honour to all her familyj let 
them fay what they will. 

But from a more certain authorty than Betty's I 
can aflure you (but I muft beg of you to burn this 
Letter) that you are to be fearched ooce mdre for 
Letters, and for Pen and Ink ; for they know you 
write. Something they pretend to have come at from 
ooe of Mr. Lovelace's fervants, which they hope to 
make fcmething of. I know not for certain what it 
is. He muA be a vtrj vile and wicked man, who 
would boaft of a Lady's favour to him, and reveal 
Secrets. But Mr. Ljvelace, I dare fay, is too much 
of a gentleman to be guiltv of fuch ingratitude. 

Then they have a notion, from that falfe Betty I 

believe, that you intend to take fomething to make 

yourfelf (ick ; and fo they will fearch for phials and 

powders, and fuch-like. 

If nothing (hall be found tliat will increafe their 

(a) It is eaiy for fuch of the Readers as have been attentive to 
Mr. Lovebce*s manner of working,to Aippofe, from this hint of Miis 
Her\c/*i, that he bad inftru^ted his double- faced agent to put his 
fweet-heart Betty upon alarming Mifs Uervey, in hopes (be would 
alarm her beloved Coulin (as we fee fhe does) io gtder to keep her 
ftcady to her appointment with him. 

i 
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fufpicioni, you are to be ufed more kindly by your 
Papa when you appear before them all, than he of late 
has ufed you. 

Yet, fick or well, alas ! my dear CouBa ! you mud 
be married.] But your Hufband is to go home everjr 
night without you, till you are reconciled to him.^ 
And fo iUnefs can be no pretence to favd you. 

They are fure you will make a good Wife. So 
would not I, unlefs I liked my hufband. And Mr. 
Solmes is always telling them how he will purchafe 
your Love by rich prefents. — A fycophant man ! — I 
wifh he and Betty Barnes were to come together ; 
and he would beat her every day. 

Ahtv what 1 have told you, I need not advife you 
to fecure every thing you would not have feen* 

Once more let me beg chat you will burn this Let* 
ter : And, pray, deareft Madam, do not take apy- 
thing that may prejudice your health :.. For that will 
aot do. I am 

Tour truly Loving Coujin^ 

When I firft read my Confines Letter, I was half 
incliaed to refume my former intention } efpecially as 
my countermanding Letter was not taken away \ and 
as my heart aked at the thoughts of the confiift I 
muft ezpeA to have with him on my refufal. For. fee 
him for a few moments I doubt, I muft> left he fhould 
take fome rafh refolutions ; efpecially as he has rea« 
fon to expe£t I will fee him. But here your words, 
That alt pun6lilio is at an end, the moment I am out rf 
my Father* s houje^ added to the ftill more cogent con- 
fiderations of Duty and Reputation, determined me 
once more againft taking the rafh ftep. And it will 
be very hard (altho' no feafonable fainting, or wiihed- 
for fit, (hould ftand my friend) if I cannot gain one 
month, or fortnight, or week. And I have ftill more 
hopes that I flxall prevail for fome delay, from my 

Coufin's 
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Coufin's intimation that the good Dr. Lewen refnfes 
to give bis aflidance to their projedts^ if they have not 
mj confent, and thinks me cruelly ufed : Since, with- 
out taking notice that I am apprifed of this, I can 
plead a Scruple of Confcience, and infill upon having 
that worthy Divine's opinion upon it : In which, en- 
forced as I (hall enforce it, my Mother, will furely 
fecond me : My Aunt Hervey, and my Mrs. Norton, 
will fupport ten The fufpenfion muft follow : And 
I can but get away afterwards. 

But. if chey ii;i// compel me : If they mil give me 
no time : If nobody will be moved : If it be refolved 
that the Ceremony Ihall be read over my conftrained 
hand — Why then — Alas ! What then !— I can but — 
But what ? O my dear 1 This Solmes fball never 
have my trows I am refolved 1 And 1 will fay nothing 
but No, as long as I (hall be able to fpeak. And who 
will prcfumc to look upon fuch an aft of violence aa 
a marriage !-^It is impoffible, furely, that a Father 
and Mother can fee fuch a dreadful compulfion offered* 
to their chikt— But if mine fhould withdraw, and leave 
the tailc to my Brother and Sifter, they will have no 
mercy, 

I am grieved to be driven to have recourfe to the 
following artifices. 

^ I have given them a clue, by the Feather of a Pen 
fitcking out, where they will find fuch of my hiddea 
Stores, as I intend they fiiall find. 

Two or three little efifays I have left eafy to be feen, 
of my own writing. 

Alxmt a dozen lines alfo of a Letter begun to you, 
in which I exprefs my hopes (altho* I fay, that appear- 
ances are aaainft me) that my friends will reienr. 
They know From your Mother, by my Uncle Antony, 
that, fome how or other, I now-aod-thea get a Let- 
ter to you. In this piece of a Letter, I declare re- 
newedly my firm refolution to give up the man fo ob- 
noxious to my family, on their releafiog me from the 
addrefs of the other. ^^-^^ 
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Netr the eflays, I hftve kfc the copy of my Letter 
to Lady Draytob (a}%, wiiicb affording argumeois 
fiiitaUe to my ctfe» may chaaee (tboa accidentally to 
be fiiUeo upoo) to incUne them to favour me» 

I have refervet of pens and ink^ you may believe^ 
and one or two in the Ivy Summer4ioare i^ with which 
I (hall amnfe myfel^ in order to iighteo, if poffiblc^ * 
chofe apprehenioni which more and more mcQi me» 
aa Wedoefday^ the day of trials apfiroachet .. 

LET T ER XLVI. 
ntyi CtA&issa Harlowb, to Mift Howb*. 

Jhy SummiT'-boufe^ EUvm o*Clotkm 

TJ E hat not yet got my Letter l And while I waa 
^^ contriving here how to fend my officious gaolereia 
from me» that I might have time for the iateadcd 
Interview, and had hit upon an espedient^ which I 
beUeve would have done, came my Aunt» and fiir* 
nifiied me with a much better. She faw my little 
table covered, preparative to my folitary dinner ;.:uid 
hoped, (he told me, that this would be the laft day 
that my friends would be deprived of my company* a& 
udde. 

Tou may believe, my dear^ that the thoughts of 
meeting Mr. Lovelace, for fear of being difcovercd^ 
together with the contents of my Couiin Dolly's^ 
Letter, gave me great and viilble emotions. She took 
notice of them — Why thefe fighs, why thefe heaving^ 
here ? faid (he, patting my neck — O my dear Niece,, 
who would have thought to much natural fweetncis 
could be fo very unperfuadable ? 

I could not anfwer her, and (he proceeded—*! am 
come, I doubt, upon a very unwelcome errand*. Some 
things that have been told us yefterday, which came 
from the mouth of one of the mo(l dcfpcrate and 
iniolent men in the world, convince your xather,, and. 

aU 
(o) Sec p. 7a 19' 
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all of us, that yoa iUU find means to write out of 
the houfe. Mr. Lovelace knows every-thing that is 
<loiie here ; and that as foon as done ; and great mif- 
chief is apprehended from him, which you are as 
much concerned as any-body to prevent. four 
Mother has alfo fome apprehenfions concerning your- 
felf, which yet {he hopes are groundlefs ; bur, how- 
ever, cannot be eaiy, nor will be permitted to be eafy^ 
if (he would, unlels (while you remain here in the 
<7ardeo, or in this Summer-houfe) yoo give her the 
opportunity once more of looking into your dofetp 
your cabioer, and drawers* It will be the better taken 
if you give me chearfuUy your keys. I hope, my 
^ear» you won't 'difpute it. Tour defire of dining 
in this place was the more readily complied with for 
the fake ot fuch an opportunity. 

I thought myfelf very lucky to be fo well prepared 
by my Coufin Dolly's means for this fearch : But yet 
I artfully made fome fcruples, and not a few com- 
plaints of this treatment : After which, I not only 
gave her the keys of all, but even officioufly emptied 
my pockets before her, and invited her to put her 
fingers in my fkays, that ^e might be fure I had no 
pjupers there. 

This highly obliged her ; and (he faid. She would 
reprefent my chearful compliance as it deferved, Ut 
my Brother and Sifter fay 'what they would. My Mo- 
ther in particular, (he was fure^ would rejoice at the 
opportunity given her to obviate, as (he doubted not 
would be the ca(e, lome fufpicions. that were raifed 
agakift me. 

She, then hinted, That there were methods taken 
to come at all Mr. Lovelace's fecrets, and even, from 
his carelefs communicativenefs, at fome of mine ; it 
being, fhe faid, his cuAom, boadingly to prate to 
his very fervants of his intentions, in particular cafe^« 
She^ added, that, deep as he was thought to be, my 
Brother was as deep as he, and fairly too h»x^^^^ 
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aC hit own wetpoal— at one daj it woqM be 
found. 

I knew not, I faid^the meaningof thefedark hinrt. 
I thought the cooning (he hinted at» on iotA fides, 
called rather for contempt than applanfc. I myfetf 
might have been put upon artifices which my heart 
diiaamed to praAife, had I given way to the refikh 
nuntt which, I was bold to ^af, was much more jufti. 
fiable than the afiions that occafioned it : That it was 
evident to me from what (he had faid, that their pre- 
ieot fofpicions of me were partl^owing to this fup- 
pofed fnperior cunning of my Brother, and partly to 
the confcioufnefs, that the u(S^e I mtt with might 
naturally produce a reafon fbnoch fudpicions : That 
it was very unhappy for me to be made the Butt of 
my Brother's Wit : That it would have been more to 
his praife, to have aimed at (hewing a kind hearty 
than a cunning head : That nevertheidfs, I wi(hed he 
knew bmfe\f%% well as I imagined / knew him ; and 
be would then have lefs conceit of his abilities : Which 
abilities would, in my opinion, be lefs thought of, if 
his power to do ill offices were not much greater than 
they. 

I was vexed. I could not help making this reflec- 
tion. The dupe the other, too probably, makes of 
him, thro' his own Spy, dcferved it. But I fo little 
approve of this low art in either, that were I but tole- 
rably ufed, the vilcRefs of that man, that Jofeph Xa- 
man, (hould be inquired into. 

She wi>9 forry, Ihe faid, to find, that I thought io 
difparagingly of my Brother. He was a young man 
both of learning and parts. 

Learning enough, I faid, to make him vain of it 
among us women : But not of parts fufficient to make 
his learning valuable either to himl'clf, or to any body 
clfe. 

She wifhed, indeed, that he had more good nature : 
Bm fh& f wared, that 1 had too great aa opinion of 

Some- 
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Somebody elfe,* to think fo well of my Brother, as t 
Sifter ought : Sioce, between the two, there was a fort 
of Rivalry as to abilities, that made them hate one 
another. 

Rivalry, Madam, faid I ! — If that be the cafe, or 
whether it be or not, I wi(h they both underftood 
better than either of them feems to do, what it be- 
comes Gentlemen, and men of liberal Education, to 
be, and to do.— Neuher of them, then, would glory 
in what they ought to be afhamed of. 

But waving this fubjeft, it was not impof&ble, I 
faid, that they might find a little of my writing, and 
a Pen or two, and a little Ink [Hated Art I'-tor ra- 
ther, hateful the neceffity for it i] as I was not per- 
mitted to go up to put them out of the way : But if 
they did, I muft be contented. And I afiured her, 
thaty take what time they pleafcd, I would not go in 
to difturb them, but would be either in or near the 
Garden, in this Summer-houfe, or in the Cedar one, 
or about my Poultry-yard, or near the great Caicade, 
till I was ordered to return to my prifon. With like 
cunning I faid, that I fuppofed the unkind Search 
would not be made till the fervants had dined ; be- 
caufe I doubted not, that the pert Betty Barnes, who 
knew all the corners of my apartment and dofer, 
would be employed in it. 

She hoped, flie faid, that nothing could be found 
that would give a handle againft me : For, fhe would 
aiTure me, the motives to the Search, on my Mother's 
part efpeciaily, were, that Ihe hoped to lind reafon 
rather to acquit than to blame me \ and that my Fa- 
ther might be induced to fee me to-morrow night, or 
Wedncuiay morning, with temper : With temierne/s, 
I ihould rather fay, faid (he ; for he is refolved fo to 
do, if no new offence be given. 

Ah ! Madam, laid I — 

Why that Ah I Madam, and fhaking your head fo 
iigoificantly ? 
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I wifb^ Madaniy that I may not have more reafon to 
dread mj Father *s cootioucd difpleafure, than to hope 
for hit returoiog tendernefs. 

Too don't kn^vi^ ny dear ! — Thioga may fake a 
turn— -Things may npt be fo bad as you fear— 

Dearefl Madam^ have you any confolatioa to give 
me ? — 

Wfay^ my dear, it is poffible. that jpcu may be pioft 
compilable than jou have been. . 

Why raifed you my hopes. Madam ! — Don't let 
me thipk my dear Aunt Hervey cruel to a Niece who 
truly honours her. 

I niay tell you mcnre perhaps* faid fhe (but in confi- 
dence* in abfolute confidence} if the inquiry vrithin 
come out in your favour. Do you know of any- 
thing above that can be found to your difadvaa- 
tage ? — 

Some papers th^y will find, I doubt : But I muft 
take confeouences. My Brother and Sifter will be 
at hand with their good-natured conftru^ons. I am 
«nade defpeiate, and care not what is found. 

I hope, I earneftfy hope, faid (he^ that nothing can 
be found that will impeach your difcretion ; and then 
—But I may fay too much — - 

And away (he went, having added to my per- 
plexity. 

fiut I now can think of nothing but this Interview 
—Would to Heaven it were over I — To meet lo 
quarrel — Bur, let him take what meafures he will, I 
win not (lay a rnxmient with him, if he be not quite 
calm and reOgned. 

Don't you fee how crooked fome of my lines are ? 
Don't you lee how lome of the letters Aagger more 
than others ? — That is when this Interview is more 
in my head than my fubjcft. . 

But, after all, ihould I, ought I to meet him ? 
How have I taken it for granted, that I (houW I—I 
yfiOi there were time to K'sSa ^qut advice^ Yet you 

are 
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are fo loth to fpeak quite out — But that I owe, as 
you own, to the difficulty of my fituaiion. 

I (hould have mentioned^ that in the courfe of this 
cooverfatioQ I befought my Aunt to (land my friend, 
and to put in a word for me, on my approaching 
trial J and to endeavour to procure inc time for confix 
deration^ if I could obtain nothing elfe. 

She told me» that, after the Ceremony was per- 
formed {^Odious confirmation of a hint in my Couftn 
Dolly*s Letter!'^ I fhould have what time I picafcd 
to reconcile myfelf to my lot, before Cohabitation. 
This put me out of all patien(^. 
She requefted of me in her turn, (he faid, that I 
would rcfolve to meet them all with chearful duty, 
and with a fpirit of abfolute acquiefcence. . It was in 
my power to make them all happy. And how joy- 
ful would it be to her, flie faid, to fee my Father, my 
Mother, my Uncles, My Brother, my Sifter, all em- 
bracing me with raptures, and folding me by turns to 
their fond hearts, and congratulating each other on 
their reftored happinefs ! Her own joy, (he faid, would 
probably make her motionlefs and fpeechlefs, for a 
time : And for her Dolly — the poor girl, who had 
fuffered in the efteem of fome, for her ^rj/^^t// attach- 
ment to me, would have every-body love her again. 

Will you doubt, my dear, that my next trial will 
be the moft afieding that I have yet had ? 

My Aunt fct forth all this in fo ftrong a light, and 
I was fo particularly touched on my Coufia Dolly *s 
account, that, impatient as I was juft before, I was 
greatly moved : Tec could only fliew by m^ dghs, and 
my tears, how definable fuch an event would be to 
me, could it be brougfar about upon condiiic^t; with 
which it was pofBble for me to comply. 

Here comes Betty Barnes with my dinner — 

% % 
The wench is gone. The time of meeting is at 
hand. O that lie may not come \ — But fhould l^ ^^ 
Vol. n. t ^vy^^ 
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ihould I not, meet him ? — How I queftiooy without 
poffibility of a timely anfwer ! 
. Bettfy according to my leadiog hint to my Auot, 
boafted to me, that (he was to be employed, as fhe 
called it, after fhe had eat her own dinner. 

She (hould be forry, (he told me, to have .me 
found 0Q^ Yet 'twould be all for my good. I fhould 
have it in my power to be forgiven for all at once, 
before Wednefday night. 'The (;onfident creature 
then, to ftifle a laugh, put a comer of her apron in 
her mouth, and went to the door: And on her returoi 
to take away, as I angrily bid her, (he begged my ex* 
£ufe — ^But — But — and then the fancy creaiure laughed 
again, (he could not help it ; to think how I had 
drawn myfelf in by my Summer-boufe dinoering ; 
llnce it had given lb fine an opportunity, by way of 
i\irprize, to look into all my private hoards. She 
thought /^m^/Si/i; was in fhe vjind when my Brother 
came in to my dining here fo readily. Her young 
Rafter was too hard for cvery-body. 'Squire Love- 
lace faimfelf was nothing at aU at a quick thought to 
litr young mafter. 

My Aunt mentioned Mr. Lovelace's boafting be- 
haviour to 6is fcrvants : Perhaps he may be fo mean. 
But as to my Brother, he always cook a pride in ma- 
king himfelf appear to be a man of parts and Learning 
to our fcrvants. Pride and Meannefs, I have ofiea 
thought, arc as nearly allied, and as clofe borderers 
y^yott each other, as the Poet tells us Wit and Mad- 
n fs an. 

But why do I trouble you (and myfelf, at fuch a 
<:rllis) with ihcfe impertinencies ? — Yet I would foi- 
g^r, it I could, the nearcft evil, the Interview^ be- 
< aclV^^ my appreheufions encreaflng as the hour is at 
h.i.ci, I ihouid, were my intention to be engrofled 
by ihcm, be unfit to ice him, if he does come : kvA 
then he will have too much advantage over me, as 
Ju VI ill have ictming rcafon to i-cproach me with 
cliuoi^c of iwrolution. The 
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The Upbraiderj you know,- my dear, is in fjtne 
fenfs a Superior; while the Upbraided, if with rea 
fon upbraided, mud make a figure as fpiriclefs as con* 
fcjou?. 

1 know that this wretch will, if he cariy be his own 
judge, and mine too. But the latter he fliall not be. 

i dare fay, we (liall be all to-pieces. But I don't 
care for that. It would be hard, if I, who have held 
it out fo flurdily to my Father and Uncles, ihould 
not — But he is at the garden-door — 

I WAS miftakcn! — How may nQifes un-like, bq 
made Me to what one fears ! — Why flutters the fool 
fo!— 

I WILL haften to depofit this. Then I* will, for 
the laft time, go to the ufual place, in hopes to find 
that he has got my Letter. If he has, I will not 
mect him. h he has not, I will take it back, and 
ftiew him what I have written. That will break tbfi 
ice, as I may fay, and fave me much circumlocution 
and rcafoning : And a ftedfaft adherence to that my 
written mind is all that will be neceflary. — The In- 
'Urview muft be as fliort as poflible ; for Ihould it be 
difcovered, it would furnifli a new and ftrong pre- 
tence for the intended evil of Wednefday next. 

Perhaps I (hall not be able to write again one while. 
Perhaps not, till I am the mifcrable proper^ of that 
Solmes I — But that fhall never, never be, while I 
have ray fenfes. 

If your fervant find nothing from me by Wednef- 
day morning, you may conclude that I can then nei- 
ther write to you nor receive your favours. 

In that cafe, piiy and pray for me, my beloved 
friend ; and continue lo noe that place in your affec- 
tion, which is the pride of my life, and th^ only 
comfort left to 

Tour Cv» Wk^vci^^^ 

P I V^^^ 
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LETTER XLVII. 

Mi/i Clakissa Harlow e, 7e M^ Hove. 
St. Alban's^ ttu/day Mom. paft One. 
V my JUareftfrUndl 

AFter what I had refohred iip(ni» as bj mT former, 
what fhall I wtUe ? What cm I ? With what 
ronfctoufners^ even bj Letter^ do I approach you ? — 
Tou will fooD hear (if already you have not heard 
from the mouth of common faine) that your Clanfia 
Harlowe it gone off with a man ! 

I am bufjiog myfelf to gWe you the particolars at 
large. The whole twenty ibur-hours of each day 
(co begin jhe 9)oment. I can fix) ihall be employed in 
it till ic is finifhed : Every one of the hours, I mean, 
that will be ipared me by tbii interrupting man, to 
whom I have made myfelf fo fooliflily accountable 
for too many of them** Reft is departed from me. 
I have no call for That : And that has no balm for 
the wounds of my mind. So youHl hare all chofe 
hours without interruption till the account is ended. 

But will you receive, fhall you be permitted to re- 
ceive my Letters, after what I have done ? 

O my dcareft friend! — But I muft make the beil 
of it. I hope that will not be very bad I Yet ami 
convinced that I did a rafli and incKcufable thing, 
in meeting him ; and all his tenderncfs, all his vows, 
cannot pacify my inward reproaches on that account. 

The bearer comes to you, my dear, for the little 
parcel of Linen which I fent you with far better and 
more agreeable hopes. 

Send not my Letters. Scni) the Linen oiily : Ex- 
cept you will favour me with one line, to tell me you 
love me ftill ; and that you virill fufpend your cenfures 
tiil yci\ have the whole before you. I am the readier 
to fend thus early, bccaufe if you have depofited any- 

tfiinff 
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thing For me, you may caufe it to be taken back, or 
with-hold any-thing you had but intended to fenti. 

Adieu, my dearell friend I — I befeech you to love 
me ftill — But, alas ! what will your Mother fay ? — 
What will mine ? — What my other Relations ? — and 
what my dear Mrs. Norton ? And how will my Bro- 
ther and Sifter triumph ! — 

I cannot at prcfent tell you how, or where, you 
""can direft to me. For very early (hall I leave this 
place; hara/Ied and fatigued to death. But, when I 
can do nothing elfe, conftant ufe has made me able to 
write. Long, very long, has that been all my amufc- 
ment and pleafure : Tet could not tbat have been 
fuch to me» hid I not had youy my beA-beloved friend^. 
to write to. Once more adieu. Pity and pray for 

tour 

Cl..Harlowe.. 

LETTER XLVIIL 

Mi/s Hown, To Mi/s Clajhssa ffAHLOWEr. 

Tu^day, Nine o'Chck^. 

1 Write, becaufe you enjoin me to do fo. Love you^ 
ftill ! — How can I help it, if I would ? You may 
, believe bow I ftandaghaft, your Letter communicating 
«hc firft news— Good God of Heaven and £arth ! — 
But what (hall I fay i — I am all impatience for parti- 
culars. 

Lord have mercy upon me I— But can it be i 
My Mother will indeed be aftonifhed f — How can 
I tell It her ! — It was but laft night (upon fome jea- 
loufies put into heir head by your foolifh Uncle) that 
I afTured her» and this upon the ftr^ogth of your own 
afturances, that neither man nor devil would be able 
to induce you to take a ftep that was in the leaft dero j 
gatory to the moft pundilious honour. 

But» once more. Can it be ? WJiat wocnan^ at this 
rate ! — But, God prcfcrvc you I 
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. Let nothing efcape 76a in your Letters, DireA 
tbem for mf| boweverj to Mrs, Knollys'sj till further 
notice. 

Observe, my dear, that I don't blame You by 
all this — Your relations only are in fault I — Yet how 
you came to change your mind is the furprifing thiog. 
. How to break it to my Mother, I know not. Yet, 
if (he hear it firft from any other, and find I knew it, 
before, (he will believe it to be by my connivance I— 
Yet, as I hope to live, 1 know not how to break it to 
her. 

But this Is teazingyou. — I am furf, without inten- 
tion. 

Let me now repeat my former advice^ — If you are 
nU married by this time, be fure delay not the Cere- 
mony. Since things are as they are, I wifh it were 
thought that you were privately married before you 
went away. If thefe men plead Authority to our 
pain, when we are theirs — why fhould we not, in fuch. 
a cafe as this^ make fome good out of the hated word, 
for our reputation, when we are induced to violate a 
more natural one ? 

Your Brother and Siller [That vexes n;e almofl as 
much as any-thing !] have now their ends. Now, I 
Aippofe, will go forward alterations of Wills, and 
iuch-like fpiteful doings. 

•^ % 

Miss Llotd and Mifi Biddulph this moment fend 
up ihcir names. They arc out of breath, Kitty fays, 
to fpeak to mc — Eafy to gucfs their errand ! — I mull 
fee my Mother, before I fee them. I have: no way 
fcut to fhew her your Letter, to clear niyfelf. I (hall 
not be able to fay a word, till (lie has run herfelf out 
of her firft breath. — Forgive me, my dear — Surprize 
m:ikcs me write thus. If your mc/Tenger did not 
wait, and were not thofc yourg Ladies below, I 
wciiW write it over a^air, for fear of affiifting you. : 

I fend 
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I fend what you write for. If there be any-thing 
e!fe you want that is in my power, command without- 
refcrve 

Tour ever-affe^iona te 

Anna Howe,. 

LETTER XLIX. 

Mifs Clarissa Uarlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Tuefday Night. 

T Think myfelf obliged to thank you, my dear Mifs 
"*" Howe, for your condefcenfion, in taking notice 
of a creature who has occafioned you fo much fcandal. 

I a (II grieved on this account, as much, I verily' 
think, as for the evil itfclf. 

Tell me — But yet I am afraid to know — what your 
Mother faid. 

I long, and' yet I dread, to be toldj what the young 
Ladies my compantoosj. now never more perhaps to 
be fo, fay of me.. 

They cannot, however, fiy worfe of me than I will 
of myfelf. Self-accufation (hall flow in every line of 
my narrative where I think I am judly cenfurable. 
If any-thing can arife from the account I am going to 
give you, for extenuation of my fault (for that is all 
a perfon can hope for, who cannot excufe herfelf) I 
know I may expeft it from your Friendfhip, tho' not 
from the charity of any other : Since by this time I 
doubt not every mouth is opened againll nLe ; and ail 
that know ClariQa Harlowe condemn the fugitive. 
Daughter. 

• After I had depofited my Letter to you, written 
down to the laft hour, as I may fay, I returned to the 
Ivy Summer-houfe \ firft taking back my Letter from 
the ioofe bricks : And there I endeavoured, as coolly 
as my iituation would permit, to recollefl and lay to- 
gether feveral incidents that had pafled between my 
Aunt and me ; and, comparing them with f<^^Sk^ ^^ 

P 4 <s^^ 
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the contents of my Coufin Dolly's Letter, I began to 
hope, that I needed not to be fo very appreheniivc as 
I have been of next Wcdnefday. And thus I argued 
with my ft If. 

• Wednefday cannot poffibly be the Day they in- 

* tend, aliho' to intimidate me they may wi(h mc to 

* think it is ; for the Settlements arc unOgned : Nor 

* have they been offered me to fign. I can chufe whc- 

* thcr I will or will not put my hand to them ; hard 

* as it will be to refufe if my Father tender them to 

* me — Befides, Did not my Father and Mother pro- 

* po{e, If I made compulfion necefTary, to go to my 
' Uncle *s themfclves, in order to be out of the way of 

* my appeals ? Whereas th^y intend to be prefent oa 
' Wednefday. And however affeAiog to me the 

* thought of meeting them and all my frieods in full 
' afTcmbly is, perhaps it is the very thing I ought to 

* wiih for : Since my Brother and Sifter had fach aa 
' opinion of my intcrcft in them, that they got me 

* excluded from their prefence,as a meafure which they 
' thought previoufly neceflary lo carry on their defigns. 

* Nor have I reafon to doubt, (>ut that (as I had be- 

* fore argued with myfelf) 1 (hall be able to bring 

* over fome of my relations to my party \ and, being 

* brought face to face with my Brother, that I ihall 

* expole his malevolence, and of confequcnce weakeo 

* his power. 

« Then, fuppofing the very worft, challenging the 

* Minifter as I (hall challenge him, be will not prc- 

* fume to proceed : Nor furely will Mr. Sqlmesdarc 

* to accept my refufing and ftruggling hand. And 

* finally, if nothing elfc will do, nor procure mc dc- 

* lay, I can plead fcrupks of Confcience, and even 
' pretend prior obligaiion \ for, my dear, I have given 
' Mr. Lovelace room to hope (as you will fee in one 

* of my Letters in your hands) that I will be no other 

* man's while he is fingle, and gives me not wilful 

* and premeditated caufc of offence agaiafl him \ and 

« ih/s 
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^ this in order to rein-in his refentments on the de- 

* clared animofity of my Brother and Uncles to hiai. 

* And as I (hall appeal, or refer my fcruples on this 
^ head to the good Dr. Lewen^ it is impoffible but 

* that my Mother and Aunt (if nobody elfe) mud be 
•• affected with this plea/ 

Revolving curforily thefe things, I congratulated 
myfelf, that I had refblved againft going away with 
Mr. Lovelace. 

Ltold youj.my dear, that Fwould not fpare myfelf; 
and I enumerate thefe particulars as fo many arguments 
to condemn the a£lion I have been fo unhappily be- 
trayed into.. An argument that concludes againft me 
with the greater force, as Tmuft acknowledge, that I 
viras apprehenfive, that what my CouGn Dolly men- 
tions as from Betty,,and from my Sifter* was told hfr, . 
that {he (hould tell me, in order to make me defpe- 
rate, and perhaps to pujb me upon fome fuchjieps as I 
have been driven to take, as the moft effectual means to 
ruin the with my Father and Uncles., 

God forgive me if Tjudgc too hardly of their views ! 

Bat if I:do not^ it follows, . that they laid a wicked 

fuare for me ; and that I have been caught in it. 

And now may they triumph, if they r^« triumph, in 
the ruin of a Sifter,^ who never. wl(bed nor intended, 
hurt to them ! 

As the above kind. of reafpnlng had leflened my 
apprehenftons as to the Wedncfday, Jt added to thoftf 
I had- of meeting "Mr. .Lovelace — Now, as it Teemed. 
not only the neareft» but the heavieft evil \ principally 
indeed bccaufc neareji j, for little did I dream (foolilh 
creature that I; was, and every way befet !} of the 
event proving what it has proved. . L expelled a con- 
tention witli bim, 'tis true, as he had not my Letter : 
But I: thought it would be very ftrange, as I men- 
tioned in one of my former (a)^ if I, who had fo 
flcadily held out againft characters fo venerable^. 

P 5^ a^luGt 
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«gsunft authoritiet fo fccrcd/ m I maf . fay^ when I 
tliought them uoreafonably ezcrted, Ihould not find, 
myfclf more equal to. fuch a trial as. this ; efpecially as 
I had fo mach reafob to be difplieafcd with him for, 
not having taken away my Letter. 

On what a point of time may one*s wordly happi- 
ne(s depend I Had I but two hours more to con^der 
of the matter, and to attend to and improve updo, 
thefs new lights, as I may call them-r— But even then, 
perhaps, I . mi^t have given him a meeting. — Fool 
that I was ! what had I to do to give him' hope that! 
would perfonally acquaint him with the reafon for mj 
change of aiind» if^I did change it ? 

my dear t an obliging temper is a very dangerous 
temper ! — ^By endeavouriajg to gratify others, it is 
evermore diiobligiog itfelifT 

When the Bell rang to call the fervants to dinner. 
Petty came to me, and alkecl, if I had any commands 
before fhe went to hers \ repeating her hint» that fhe 
Ihould be €mpbyed \ adding, that (he believed it was 
expcAed, th;it I ihould not come up till fhe came 
down, or till I faw my Aunt or Mifs Hervey. 

1 alked her feme quefiions about the Cafcadr, 
vhicb had been out of order, and lately mended; 
and cxprefTed a curioCty to fee how it played, in or- 
der to induce her [How cunning to cheat myfclf, as 
it proved !J to go thither, if (he found me not where 
/lie left me ; it being at a part of the garden moft 
difiant from the Ivy Summer-houfe. 

She could have haidly got into the houfe ipihen I 
heard the firft fignal — O how my heart fluttered ! — 
But no time was to be loft. I ftept to the gardec- 
door ; and feeing a clear coaft, unbolted the alieady 
uniocked door— -And there was He> all impatience, 
waiting for me. 

A panic next to fainting feized me when I faw hiin. 

My heart feemed convulfcd ; and I trembled fo, that 

I (liould hardly have kept my feet, had he not fup- 

f or ted me. Fear 
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Fear nothing, deareft creature, faid he— ^Let us 
haften away — ^The chariot is at hand — And, by this 
iweet condefcenfion, you have obliged me beyond ex- 
preffion or return. • 

Recovering my fplrits a little, as he kept drawing 
me after him, O Mr. Lovelace, faid I, I cannot go 
with you — Indeed I. cannot — I wrote you word fo — 
JLet go my hand, and you (hall fee my Letter. It has 
lain there from yefterday morning, till within this half- 
hour. I bid you watch to the laft for a Letter from 
me, led I (hoiild be obliged to revoke the appoint.- 
ment \ and had you followed. the. dire Aion, you would 
have found ir. . 

I have been watched, my deareft life, faid he, half 
out of breath — I have been watched in every ftep I 
took : And my trufty fcrvaht has been watched too, 
ever fince Saturday ; and dared not to come near your 
wall. — And here we^fhall be difcovered in a moment. 
—Speed away, my charmer- — This is the moment of 
jpur deliverance — If you nsgleft this oportunity, 
you never can ha^e fuch another. 

What is it you mean. Sir i — Let go my hand : For 
I tell you [ftruggling vehemently] that I will fooncr 
die than go with you. 

Good God ! faid he, with a look of wildncfs and 
furprize, what is it I hear! — But [ftill drawing me 
.after him, as he retreated farther from the door] it is 
no time to argue — By all that's Good you muft go — 
Surely you cannot doubt my honour, nor give mc 
caufe to queAion your own. . 

As you value me, JMr. Lovelace, . urge me no far- 
ther. I come fixed and rcfolvtd. Let me give you 
the Letter 1 had written. My further rcafons Ihall 
follow ; and they will convince you, that I ought net 

to j^p. 

Nothing, Madam, . can convince mc — ^By all that's 
Sacred, 1 will not leave you. To leave you now, 
would be. to lofc you for ever — 

P. 6 KvD. 
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' Am I 16 be dmi compdUd f bicn'npced !» witk 
equal iod6|[iBatuHi and ^rcheibeoce—- Lee go my htiidr. 
-«l am rdolved not 10 go vhh yoii-*-Aiid I will c«m- 
iriDce xoQ, that Iw^^f nor. 

' All mi ftitsidM tXDcA ybo, Atadaior- All yonr om 
««e dccerinined agasaft foo— "Wnbierdajr iieiK ii difc 
daf , the important, |»erhaiit the £ual dkf ( WoM 
ydu fiay to M Sdlmet*fl Wife J'^-Can thia be your ^ 

tcrminatioli at laft } . r 

- ^o^ nerer, never, will I be^tliftt.maikV-^l(|it;I viA 
not go with you I [Draw me oot tboa— 4lQtw dace 
yon. Sir i I w^NiU not have feen yoOf bat to tell yoa 
lb.] I. had not.me^youi^ but for tear you wonid have 
been gniby of jbme raflinefa— Atid^ once ^ipore, I 
^ill mi go-— What mean yoa ?— Striving inth all mf 
force to get from him. 

What can have poflefled my mgd, Taid he [oaittiog 
my hands. *and with a gentler voice] that mfier fo mncn 
ill-ufage from your rehtions ; vgws fo folemo on mj 
part ; an a£Fe£lion fo ardent ; you ftab me' with a re- 
fufal to (land by your own appointaaent ? 

We have no time to talk, Mr. Lovelace. X will 
give you my reafons at a better opportunity. I cannot 
go with you now — And* once more, urge roe do 
farther — Surely I am not to be compelled by every- 
body ! 

1 fee how it is, faid be, with a dejected, but paffion- 
ate air — What a levere fate is mine — At length your 
fpirit is fubdued i — Tour Brother and Sifter have pre- 
vailed ; and I muft give up all my hopes to a wretch fo 
trufy defpicable — 

Once more I tell youj interrupted I, I never will 
be his — All may end on Wednefday differently from 
what you expeA — 

And it may not J — And then, good heaven !-*- 

It is to be their laft cftbrt, as I have reafon to be* 
lieve— . 

Aod I have reafon to believe fo too — Since, if you 
iiavj ycu will incviiaWy be SqI\iv«'s Wife. 
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Not fo, interrupted I — I have obliged them in one 
point. They will be in good humour with me. I 
ihall gain time at leaft. I am fure I fhalL I have 
feveral ways to gain time. 

And wbat^ Madam» will gaining time do ? It is 
plain you have not a hope beyond that — It is plain 
you have not» by putting all upon that precarious^ 
ifiue. O my deareft, dearefl life, let me befeech 
you not to run a ri(k of this confequence. I can 
convince you, that it will be more than a rifk if yoa. 
o back, that you will on Wednefday next be Solmes's 
Vifc.* — Prevent therefore, now that it is in your 
power to prevent, the fatal mifchicfs that will fcAlow 
liich a dreadful certainty. 

While I have any room for hope, it conctvns your 
honour, Mr. Lovelace, as well as mine (if you have 
the value for me you pretend, and wi(h me to believe 
you) that my conduct in this great point (hould juftify. 
sny prudence. 

• Your Prudence, Madam- ! When has that been 
l^ueftionable t Yet what ilead has either your Pru- 
dence or your Duty flood you in, with people fo 
ftrangely determined ? 

And then he pathetically enumerated the different 
inftances of the harih treatment I had met whh ; im^ 
puling all to the malice and caprice of a Brother, who 
let every-body againA him : And inlifliog, that I had 
DO other way to bring about a Reconciliaiion with my 
Father and Uncles, than by putting myfclf out of the 
power of my Brother's inveterate malice. 

Your Brother's whole reliance, proceeded he, has 
been upon your eafinefs to bear his intuits. Your whole 
£amily will feek 10 }ou^ when you have freed yourfelf 
from this difgraceful oppreffion. When they know 
you are with thofe who can and ivill right you, they 
will give up to you your own eftate. Why then, 
putting his arm round me,, and again drawing me 
with a gentle force after him^ do you hefitate a mo- 
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mcnt 1 — ^Kow if the time-:*?!/ with mie then, I be 
feech yoo, mf dearcA creature ITniftyoar perfecaied 
adorer. Have we not fuffered ia the fame caufe ? If 
any imjiotationi are caft apoa yoa^gjive me the honoor 
{as IJoM h$ found U deftnie it) to call jou muie ; 
andp when yoa are fo, ihaU I not be al^ to protcA. 
both y oar pcribn and charafiier i 

Urge ne no^morcy Mr. Lovelace, I'.. conjure joiu 
You yourfelf have given que a hint, which I wiil 
fpeak plainer to, than prudence,, perhapst on an/ 
other occafioo,. would allow, I am convincedt that 
Wcdnefday next (if I had time, I would give ypo. wj 
reafonsl 1$ not intended to be the day wp had both fo 
much dreaded -x And if, after that day (hall bjc over^t 
find my firiendi determined in MK.Solmes's> favour, i 
will then contrive fbme way to meet , you with Aliis 
Howe, who is. not your enemy :, And. wbf njthq S07 
lemnity haa paflcd, I ihaU think thai. /lep.^dutf, 
which tilt then will be crimibal to ta1ce,^..Sin1pe dbw 
my Father's Authority is unimpeachod by aoy .greater! 

Dcareft Madam— ' 

Nay, Mr. Lovelace, if ypu now difpute — If, after 
this more favourable declaration, than I had the thought 
of makings you are not fatisfied, I fhall know what to 
think boih of your gratitude and generoiity. . 

The cafe. Madam, admits not of this alternative, 
I am all gratitude upon it. I cannot exprefs how much 
I fhould be delighted with the charminghope you have 
given me, we're you not next Wcdnefday, if you ftay, 
to be another man's. Thinks dearefl creature ! what 
an heightening of my anguifh the diftant hope you 
bid me look up to, is, taken in this light ! 

Depend, depend upon it, J will die fooner than be 
Mr. Solmes*s. If you would have me r«;ly uponj^owr 
honour, why fhould you doubt of mine ? 

I doubt not' your koncur^ Madam \ your power is 
all I doubt. You never, never, can have fuch another 
opportunity. — Deareft creature, permit mcr-And he 
was again drawing m« after him. Whi- 
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Whither, Sir, do you draw me ? — Leave me this 
moment — Do you feek to keep me till my return 
fhall grow dangerous or impradlicahle ? This moment 
let me go, if you would have me think tolerably of 
you. 

My happinefs, Madam, both here and hereafter^ 
and the fafery of all your implacable family, depend 
upon this momen^ 

To Providence, Mr. Lovelace, and to the Law, 
will I leave the fafety of my friends. You fhall not 
threaten me into a rathnefs that my heart condemns 
— Shall I, to promote your happinefs, as you call ir^ 
deftroy all my future peace of mind ? 

You trifle with me, my dear life, juft as our bet- 
ter profpedls begin to open. The way is clear ; juft 
now it is clear i but you may be prevented in a mo 
ment. What is it you doubt ? — May I perifli eter 
nally, if your will fhall not be a Law to me in every 
thing ! All my relations espe£t you. Your own ap- 
pointment calls upon you. Next Wednefday — Deareft 
creature! think of next Wednefday ! — And to what 
is it 1 urge you, but tQ take a flep that fooner than 
any other will reconcile you to all whom you have 
xnoft reafon to value In your family ? 

Let me judge for myfelf. Sir. Do not you, who 
blame my friends for endeavouring to compel me, 
ycur/e/f feek to compel me. I won't bear it. Your 
earneflnefs gives me greater apprehenfions, and greater 
reluAance. Let me go back, then-*— Let me, before 
it is too late, go back, that it may not be worfc for 
both — What mean you by this forcible treaimcni ? Is 
it thus that I am to judge of the entire fubmif&on to 
my will which you have fo often vowed ? — Unhand 
me this moment, or I will cry out for help. 

I will obey you, my deareft creature ! — And quit- 
ted my hand with a look full of tender defpondency, 
that, knowing the violence of his temper, half-con- 
cerned me for him. Yet I was haftecing from him. 
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» from tn intended rafhnefi. 

Sttf^ oqe moment — ^Bnt one moment. ftay,. O beft 
beloved 6f taj Sxm\ !— Tout^ retreat is ftcnre^ if you 
will go: The Jeer lies down at the door.— r-Bot, 
Madam,, next Wmitfday^ and yon Sire Mr. S0ljne$*i \ 
— Fir me not fo eager ly-*Hear me bnt a few words. 

When near the garden-kloor, I ftopped |/aod wa» 
the more fatisfied^ as I faw the key there, by which 
I eould let mtfelf in agidn' at pleMure. But» being 
iineafykft I Ihonld be mifled,; I told, hhni^ £ could 
ftay no 'longer. \ had already (laid t6b long. I 
would write to him all' my reafons.,. And deped^ 
upon h, Mt. Lovdace, faid LQufb u(x)n the point df^ 
ftoopiog for'the key,, in order to return j,! I will die,, 
rather than have that ttian. Tou know whatl havfc 
promifedy, if I firid . myfelf in danger. 

One word,. Madam,, however^ -one word: more 
[approaching mc, his' arms AiTl folded, as if, as t. 
thought, he would not be tempted to mifchicf]. Re- 
member only,, that I come at your appointment, to 
redeem yoif, at the hazard of my life, from your 
gaolers and perfecutbrs, with a refolution, God is my 
witnefs, or may he for ever blaft me ! [that was bis 
(hocking imprecation] to be a Father, Uncle, Bro* 
ther, and, as 1 humbly hoped, in your own good 
time, a Hvjbandxo you, all in one* But (ince I find 
you are To ready to cry out for help againA me, which 
muft bring down upon me the vengeance. of all your 
family I. am contented to run all rifk«; I will not 
aik you to retreat with me j .1 will attend you into iKc 
garden, and into the houfe^ if I am' not intercepted. 
Nay, be not furprifcd, Madatr. The help you 
would have called for, I will attend you to ; for I will 
face them all : But not as a revenger, if they provoke 
me not toa much. Tou ihall fee what I can further 

b^ar 



Let* 49* Clafifla Harlowe, 329 

bear for your fake — And let us both fee^ if expoftu- 
lation^ and the behaviour of a gentleman to theno^ 
will not procure me the treatment due to a gentleman 
from them. 

Had he ofTered to draw his fword upon himfclf^ I 
was prepared to have defpifcd him for fuppoiiog me 
fuch a poor novice^ as to be intimidated by an artifice 
(o ccMnmon. But this refolutiQn, uttered with fo fe- 
rious an air^ of accompanying me in to my friends^ 
made me gafp with terror. 

What mean you, Mr. Lovelace ? faid I : I befeech 
you leave me — Leave me, Sir, I befeech you. 

Excufe me, Madam ! I beg you to excufe mrf. I 
have long enough ikulked like a thief about thefe 
lonely walls — Long, too long, have I borne the iu- 
fults of your Brother, and other of your relation?. 
Abfence but heightens malice. I am defperate. I 
have but this one chance for it \ for is not the day af- 
ter to-morrow Wednefiay f I have, encouraged viru- 
lence by my ramcnefs '<— Yet tame I will ftill be. Tou 
fhaU fee. Madam, what I will bear for your fake. My 
fword (hall be put fheathed into, your hands C And he 
offered it to me in the fcabbardj — My heart, ifyou 
plcafe, clapping one hand upon his Breaft/ (hall afford 
a fheath for your Brother's fword. Life is nothing, 
if I lofe you — Be pleafedt Madam, to (hew me the 
way into the garden [moving towards the door]. I 
will attend you, tho' to my fate f — But too happy, 
be it what it will, if I receive it in your prefence. 
Lead on, dear creature J CP^'^^^S ^^^ fword into bis 
belt] — You {ball fee what I can bear for yop. And 
he itoop^d, and took up the key ; and offered It to 
the lock ; but dropped it again, without opening the 
door, upon my earned expoftulacions. 

What can you mean, Mr. Lovehce ? — faid J — 
Would you thus expofe yourfelf? Would you thus 
expofem^/* — Is this your generoQty ? Is cvery-body 
to take advantage thus of the weakncfi of my temper I 
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And I wept. I could not help it, 
' He threw bimfelf upon his knees at vaj fleet — Who 
ca^tk bear, iltid he C^ich an ardour that could not be 
feigned, bis own eyes glifteains] Who can* bear, to 
behold fnch fweet emotion ?— charmer of my heart 
[and, refpeAFully ftill kneeling, he took my band* 
with both his, prefltag it to his lips] co.nmand me viiHt', 
tou, command mtfrsm you ; in every way I am aD* 
implicit obedience — But I appeal to all youkiiowof' 
your relations cruelty lo your^ their detenninectmalhce' 
againft nt^, and as determined favour to ih€ nasnyou 
tell me you hate { A.nd, oh ! Madam, if you did not 
hate him, I diould hardly think there would* be a 
merit in your approbatioo» place it wh<re you would * 
— I appeal to rrery-tbiog you kno#9 to all yoti have 
fnffisred, whether you have not ^afoii to bie JBippre- 
heofive of that Weduefday, which M my terror I — 
Whether you cannot poffibly havefuch another oppor- 
tunity — The chariot ready: My friendawith^impariehee 
expe£Ung the refult of /our ovfn appoimnieat r A mao 
whofe will fhall be entirely your will, imploring you, 
thus, on his knees imploring you— -to be your awn 
Mijirefs ; that is all : Nor vitll I ask for your favour^ 
hut as up$nfuU pror)/ IJball appear to defetve it. For- 
tune, alliance, uoobjedtible I — O my beloved creature ! 
preffiog my hand once more to his lips, let not fuch 
an opportunity flip. You never, never, will have 
fuch another. 

I bid him rife. He arofe ; and I told him, that 
were I not thus unaccountably hurried by his impa- 
tience, I doubted not to convince him, that both he 
and I had looked upon n<;xt Wednefday with greater 
apprehenfion than was necefTary. I was proceeding to 
give him my reafons 5 but he broke in upon me — 

Had I, Madam, but the ihadow of a probability to 
hope what you hope, I would be all obedience and re- 
iignacion. But the Licence is aAually got : The 
Paribn is provided: The pedant Brand is the man. 

O 
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my deareft creature, do thefe preparations mean 
only a trial ? 

You know not. Sir, were the worft to be intended, 
and weak as you think me, what a fpirit I have : You 
know not what I can do, and how I can refid, when 

1 think myfelf meanly or unreafonably dealt with : 
Nor do you know what I have already fufFered, what 
I have already borne, knowing to whofe unbrotherly 
inftigations all is to be afcribed — 

I may expeA all things. Madam, interrupted he, 
from the noblcnefs of your mind. But your fpirits 
may fail you — What may not be apprehended from 
the invincible temper of a Father fo pofitive, to a 
Daughter fo dutiful ? — Fainting will not fave you: 
They will nor, perhaps, be forry for fuch an effedt 
of their barbarity. What will fignify expoftulacions 
againft a Ceremony performed ? Muft not ^//, the 
dreadful AU^ follow, that is torture to my heart but to 
think of \ Nobody to appeal to, of what avail will 
your reiiflance be againft the confequences of a Rite 
witnefled to by the impcfers of it \ and thofe your 
nearefl celatioos I 

I was fure, I faid, of procuring a delay at leafl*. 
Many ways I had to procure delay. Nothing could 
be fo fatal to us both, as for me now to be found with 
him. My appreheofions on this fcore, I told him, 
grew too ftrong for my heart. I fhould think very 
hardly of him, if he fought to detain me longer. But 
his acquiefcence ihould engage my gratitude. 

And then (looping to take up the key to let myfelf 
into the garden, he ilartcd, and looked as if he had 
heard fomebody near the door, on the infide ; clap- 
ping his hand on his fword. 

This frighted me fo, that I thought I fhould have 
funk down at his feet. But he inftantly re-afTured 
me : He thought, he faid, he had heard a ruAling 
againfl the dcor : But hcd\K been fo, the noife would 
have been ftrongcr. It was only the cflfeft of bL\s» '*.'^- 
prchcnfion for me. Kx^w^ 



33X TA^ History tf Vol. al 

ADd then taking up the key, he prefeoted it cd 
me. — If yoo wii/ go» Madam — Tetlcaoooc^ ouiboc 
\fiK9t jron l-^I mbft enter the garden with yoiH-Fpr-^ 
give me, biic I mufi enter the garden with^yoa. 

And will joiiy^ will you thus nngenerouflj, Ifri. 
Lovela^, calce advantage of my feara T#— of my wUbel 
topreirettt mifchief f I, vain fool^ to be concerned fof 
cvery*one ; nobody for me! . . * 

Deareft creatore ! }At<d;rrapted he. holding my hand; 
as I treinbHngly offered to put the key to the loch— 
IiCt at/, if yoa'«v7/«>r open the door* But once 
more, cdnoder^ comd you poffiUy obtain thnt delay 
which feema to be your only defmidence, whether 
you may' not be dofer confined \ I know they hate 
already had that in confideratipn. :WiU you not, ia 
this cale9 be prevented from contfpcoding eiOier with 
Mifs How^ ot with 'me \ — Who then Aiall aflift yoa 
in your eicne^ If efcape yon wguld ?— ¥r6myovr 
chamber-window only permitted to view the nardA 
you muft not enter into, how wtU you wifli Sir the 
opportunity you now- have^ if your hatred to Solmes 
continue ! — But, alas 1 that cannot coationc. If yon 
go backi it muft be from the impulfes of a yieldio^ 
(which you'll call, a dutiful) heart, tired and teazed 
out of your own will. 

I have no patience. Sir, to be thus cooftraiced. 
Muft I nev^r be at liberty to follow my own judg- 
ment \ Be the coofequence what it may, I will not cis 
thua»conftrairted. 

And then, freeing my hand, I again offered the key 
to the door. 

Dona the ready kneeler dropt between me and 
that : And can you, can you, Madam, oncrc more on 
my knees let me aik you, look with an indifferent eye 
upon the evils that may follow ? Provoked as I have 
been, and triumphed over as I fhall be, if your Bro- 
ther fucccedf, my own heart (hudders,^ at times, at 
the thoughts of what muft happen ; and can yours be 

uncoa 
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unconcerned .' Let me befeech you deareft creature, 
to coafider all the£: thiogs ; and lofe not this only 
opportunity. My intclligeocp— 

Never» Mr« Lovelace, interrupted I, give {o much 
credit to the words of a traitor. Your bafe intelli* 
gencer is but a fervant. He may pretend to know 
more than he has grounds for, in order to earn the 
wages of corruption. You know not what contri- 
Tances I can £nd out. 

I was once more offering the key to the lock, when, 
flarting from his knees, with a voice of affrightment, 
loudly whifpering, as if out of breath, Thej are 
at the. door^ my beloved ereature ! And taking the key 
from me, he fluttered with it, as if he would double- 
lock it* And idftaotly a voice from ^ithin cried out, 
borfting againft the door, as if to break it open, the 
perfon repeating his violent pulhes, Are you there ? — 
Come up this moment J — This moment J — Here they 
are — Here they are both together ! — Your pifiol this 
^momenS I — Tour gun J — Then another pufh» and an- 
other. He at the fame moment drew his fword« and 
clappins it naked under his arm*, took both my trem- 
bling hands in his ; and, drawing me fwiftly after him^ 
Fly, fly, my Charmer ; this moment is all you have 
for it, faid he. — Your Brother 1 — Your Uncles ! — 
ijr this Solmes ! — ^Thcy will inftantly burft the door — 
Fly, my dcareft life, if you would not be more cruelly 
ufed than ever — If you would not fee two or three 
murders committed at your feet, fly, fly, I befeech 
you. 

O Lord 1 — Help, help, cried the fool, all in amaze 
and confufion, frighted beyond the power of con* 
trouling. 

Now behind me, now before me, now on this 
fide, now on that, turned I my aflVighted face, in the 
fame moment ; expcfting a furious Brother here, 
armed fervants there, an enraged Sifler fcreaming, 
and a Father armed with terror in bis countenance^ 
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more dreadful than even the drawn fword which I 
faw. or thofis I apprehended. I ran as fail at he; 
^'yct knew not that I ran ) wj fean adding wings to 
mj feet, at the iame time that they took Si power of 
thinking from me — Mf fears, which probably would 
not ha?e fuffered me to know what coorfe to take, 
had I not bad him to nrge and draw me after him : 
£f))eciaUy, as I beheld a mao» who moft have come 
out of the door, keeping us in his eye, ronning now 
towards us ; then back to the garden ; beckooiog 
and calling to others, whom I fuppofed hi fiiw, altho* 
the turning of the wall hindred nu from feeing them ; 
and whom I imagioed to be my Brother, my Fatheti 
and their Senrants. 

Thus terrified, I was got out of fight of the door 
in a very few minutes : And then, altho' quite breath- 
iefs between running and apprehenfion, he put my 
arm under his, his drawn fword in the other hand, 
and hurried me on ftiii fafter : My voice, howeveti 
contradlAing my aAion ; crying* No, no, no, all the 
while ; flrainiog my neck to look back, as loog as the 
walls of the garden afid park were withio fight, aod 
till he brought me to the chariot : Where, attending^ 
were two armed fervants of his own, and two of 
Lord M*s, on horfeback. 

Here I muft lufpend my relation for a while : For 
now I am come to this fad period of it, my indifcre* 
tion flares me in the face ; and my ihame and my 
gritf give me a compunction that is more poignant 
methinks than if I had a dagger in my heart. To 
have it to rtfle6l, that I (hould fo inconiiderately give 
in to an Interview, which, had I known enher myielf 
or him, or in the leait confidercd the circumftances 
of the cafe, I might have fuppofed, would pat me in- 
to the power of his Refoiution, and out of that of 
n)y own reafon. 

For, might not I have, believed, that be, who 
thought he had cauiis to apprehend that he was on the 

poioc 
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point of loiing a perfon who had coft hicn fo much 
paiDS and trouble, would not hinder her^ if poflible, 
from returning ? That he, who knew I had promifed 
to give him up for ever if infixed on as a condition 
of Reconciliation, would not endeavour to put it out 
of my power to do fo ? In fhort, that he who had art- 
fully forborn to (end for my Letter (for he could not 
be watched, -fny dear) left he fhould find in it a 
countermand to my appointment (as I myfcif could 
apprehend, altho* I profited not by the apprehendon) 
would want a device to keep me with him till the 
danger of having our meeting difcovered might throw 
me abfolutely into his power, to avoid my own worfe 
ufage, and the mifchicfs which might have eniued 
(perhaps iq my very fight) had my friends and he 
met? 

But if it fhall come out, that the perfon within the 
garden was bis corrupted implement, employed to 
frighten me away with him, do you think, my dear, * 
that I fhall not have reafon to hate him and myfcif ftill 
more? I hope his heart cannot be fo deep and fo vile 
a one : I hope it cannot ! But how came it to pafs, 
that one man could get out at the garden-door, and 
no more ? How, that that man kept aloof, as it were, 
and purfued us not ; nor ran back to alarm the houfe ? 
My fright, and my diftance, would not let roe be 
certain ; but really this man, as I now recolledV, had 
the air of that vile Jofeph Leman. 

O why, why, my dear friends ! — But wherefore 
blame I them, when I had argued myfelf into a hope, 
not improbable, that even the dreadful trial I was to 
undergo fo foon, might turn out better than if I had 
been dircftly carried away from the prefence of my 
once indulgent parents, v ho. might poflibly intend that 
trial to be the laft 1 fhould have had ? 

Would to Heaven, that I had flood it however ! 
Then if I had afterwards done, what now I have 
teen prevailed upon, or perhaps foolifhJy ftighicned 
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to do, I (lioulu not have been ftung fb much by in- 
ward reproach as now I am : And this would hafc 
been a great evil avoided. 

Yon know, my dear, that yoBr Clarifla's mind 
v'at ever ahove juftifying her own failings by thole 
of others. God forgive thofe of my friends who have 
a£ted cruelly by me ! But their faults are their own, 
and not excufes for mine. And mine 'began early : 
I'or I ought not to have corrcfponded with him, 

O the vile encroacher ! how my indigoation, at 
times, ri^es at him ! Thus to lead a young creature 
(too much indeed relying upon her own firength) 
from evil to evil I — This larf evil, altho' the remote^ 
jtxfure confequence of my fit ft — my prohibited cor- 
refpondLUce ! By a Father early prohibited. 

How much more properly had I a£ted, with re- 
gard to that correfpondence, had I, once for all, when 
he was forbidden to vific me, and I to receive his vifits, 
pleaded the authority by which I ought to have been 
bound, and denied to write to him ! — But I thought I 
could proceed y or JIop, as I pleafcd. I fuppofed it 
concerned mCy more than any o^her^ to be the arbitre/s 
of ths quarrels cf unruly fpir it: — And now I find my 
prtfumption punifhed — Punifhed, as other fins fre- 
quently are, by it/elf! 

As to this laft rafhnefs ; now, that it is too late, I 
plainly fee how I ought to have conduced myfelf. 
As he knew I had but one way of tranfmitting to him 
the knowledge of what befcl me •, as he knew, that 
my fate w^'.s upon a crifis with my friends; and that 
I had, in my Letter to him, referved the liberty of 
revocation ; I fhould not have been folicitous whether 
he had got my Letter or not : When hs had come, 
and found I did not anfwer his fignal, he would prc- 
fendy have reforted to the loofe bricks,' and there been 
fatistied by the date of my Letter, that it was his own 
fault that he had it not before. But, governed by the 
fame pragmatical motives which induced me to cor- 
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refpond with him at firft, I was again afraid, trulf, 
witn my foolifh and bufy prefcience, that the difap- 
pointment would have thrown him into the way of 
receiving freSi infults from the fame perfons ; which 
might have made him guilty pf fome violence to them* 
And fg^ to fave him an apprehended rafhnefs, I have 
ruihed into a real one myfelf. And what vexes me 
more» is, that it is plain to me now, by all his beha« 
viour, that he had as great a confidence in my weak* 
nefs as I had in my own ftrength. And fo, in a 
point entirely relative to my honour, he has triumph- 
ed ; for he has not been miftaken in me, while I have 
in myfelf 1 

Tell, me, my dear Mifs Howe, tell me truly, if 

Jrour unbiased heart does not defpife me ? — It muA 1 
or your mind and mine were ever one% and I defpife 
inj/elf! — And well I may : For could the giddieft and 
mofi inconfiderate girl in England have done worfe 
dian I ihall appear to have done in the eye of the 
world 2 Since my crime will be known without the 
provocations, and without the artifices of the betrayer 
too; while it will be a high aggravation, that better 
things were expefted from me than from many others* 
Too charge me to marry thefirft opportunity — Ah 1 
my dear ! amther of the blcffed cflFefls of my folly — 
That's as much in my power now as'— as I am my* 
felf ! — And can I befides give a fan^Vion immediately 
to his deluding arts f — Can I av(M being angry with 
him for tricking me thus, as I may fay (and as I have 
called it to him) out of myfelf f For compelling me 
to take a ftep fo contrary to all my refolutions, and 
aiTurances given to you ; a (lep fo dreadfully in* 
convenient to myfelf; fo difgraceful acd fo grievous 
(as it muft be) to my dear Mother, were I to be Icfs 
regardful to any other of my family of fricadt — You 
don't know, nor can you imagine^ my dear, how I 
am mortified !— How much I am funk in my own 
opinion ! I, that was propofed for an examiple^ u^l^^ 

' Vol.. iL <i ^"^ 
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(oothen!— Oihat IweKiiglin Jan 
Anling dowa with a letter to ^a ; 
with expeOatkni of finding oae.^ign 

ft o 

Tan it iht Wednefdi^ nomuig 
fflDch, thai I oaee tbonght of It ai 
doom :' Bat of the Moiiaaf» It is pi 
liive been moA apprchcDfiTC. H^d I 
the worft I dreaded happened, my &j 
have bem anTweraUe for the coaieqai 
ona bad followed: — But now, I hm* 
{blattOD left me (a very poor one, ] 
1 have deaied /ib» of blame, and c 

'ToovnII not wonder to fee thii nan 
fcrawled. It ii owbg to dlfiereoc pe 
bad, uid"writtenb7'uuudteaof time; 
bting too with fulgne and g(ie£ 

I wiU not add to the length of it, 
Ixrs of bii bebaviour to me, and of '« 
at St. Albaos, and fincc ; bccaufe th 
courfc in the continuation of my S 
doubt you will cxpeft from me. 

_ 9.t' '**"' ™'"*» * "'" ^^f' ^^'^^ ^* 
IpetHul (even obfequioufly to) at prci. 
much diffatiBfied with bim and myf< 
Jiitbcrto had no great caufe to praife 
lonim. Indeed, I can hardly, attii 

not n^ ?**8'ngg I am in arc inconi 
how rr.^^'" 'bem: So it fignifiw not! 

He kn "**' »ot- 
offered r^'V* ^^^^ ^ *" '^'"'"8 *= 
vant of h- "y Letter, when fit 

tiou,, a, ,' But 1 thought I could 
iWs imnr.- *^ nowfitnated, in ha 
*°"anceeon«yedwjffli. ^ 
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uch a man may do ? So very wicked a contriver ! 
The contrivaoce, if a contrivance, to get me away, 
b infolently mean ! — But I hope it is not a pontri- 
^ncc neither! — Yet, be that as it will, I muft fay,, 
liat the befl of him, and of my profpe£ts with him, 
&re bad : And yet, having enrolled myfelf among the 
too-late repenters, who fhall pity me ? 

Nevcrthelefs, I will dare to hope for a continued • 
lotercft in your aflfeftions [I (hall be miferable indeed^ 
if I may not I [and to be remembered in your daily 
prayers. For neither time nor accident fhall ever 
make me ceafe to be * 

Tour faithful and affcBknaU 

Clarissa Harlowb#. 

t E T T E R L. 

Mr. LovBLACB, 7(? Joseph Leman. 

Honefi lo^^'B.'i'a,^ Sat. /^prili, 

AT length your beloved ypung Lady has confcgted" 
^^ to free herfelf from the cruel treatment (he has- 
fb long born. She is to meet me without the garden- 
door at about Four o'clock on Monday afternoon. I. 
told you ihe had promifed to do fo. She has confirm- 
ed her promife^ Thank Heaven ihe has confirmed 
ber promife. 

I (hall have a chariot-and-fix ready in the by-road^ 
fronting the private path to Harlowe paddock; and 
fcveral of my friends and fervants not far off, armed 
to protect her, if. there be occafion : But every one 
charged to avoid miichief. , That, you know^ has al- 
ways been my principal care. 

All my fear is, th^t, when (he comes to the points 
the over-nicenefs of her principles will make her wa- 
ver, and want to go back : Altho* her honour is my 
honour^ you know, and mine is hers. If ihe iliould^ 

4 



34^ Tie History of Vol.^ 

und I fhould be unzVle to preriU opon her, all yoor 
paft fenrices wHI avail nothingi and (he will be loft Co 
me for ever : The prey then of that curfed Soliiics» 
whofe vile ftmgincfs will never permit him to do good 
to anj of the fervants of the family. 

I have no doubt of your fidelity^ honeft Jofeph | 
nor of your seal to ferve an injured gentleman, and 
•o oppi*e(Ied young Lady. You fee by the eon|uleace 
' I repofe in you. &sit I have noi | more particnlarhrf 
Vn thii very important occafiooj In which your afiff- 
ance may crown the work : For» if ihe wavtr^ a lUde 
innocent contrivance will be neceOarr. 

6p very miodfial» therefore! of the following di- 
rcflioDs I Talce ihem into your heart. Thia wilipro- 
babljr be your laft trouble, until my Beloved and I 
are joined in holy wedlocic : And then we will be 
fure to talee care of you. You Itnow what I have 
^ promifed. No man ever reproached me for breach of 
word. 

Thefc then, honeft Jofeph, are they : 

C(>nri ive to be in the garden, in digui/e, if poiKble, 
and uni'cen b? vour youns Lady. If tou fiod tiic 
gardcn*door unbolted, you will Icnow that me and 
I are together, altho' you fliould not fee her go out at 
it. It will be locked, but my key (hall be on the 
ground juft without the door, that you may open it 
with you 18, as it may be needful. 

If you hear our voices parleying, keep at the door 
till I cry Hem, hem, twice : But ^e watchful for this 
fignal ; for 1 mtlfl not hem very loud, left (he fhouki 
take it for a fignal. Perhaps, in ftruggling to prevail 
upon rhe dear ci Mature, I may have an opportunity 
to ftrike the door hard with my elbow, or heeU to 
confirm you — Then you are to make a violent burft 
againft the door, as if you would break it open, draw- 
ing backward and forward the boU in a hurry : Then, 
with another puilx, but with more noife than ^rcngtb, 

lf(t 
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left ihc lock give way, cry out (as if you faw fome 
of the famiiy) ^ Come up, come up, inftrtntly —Here 
they are! Here they are! — Hartcn! — This inftant 
haftcn ! And oiention Swords, Piftols, Guns, with 
as terrible a voice as you can cry out with. Then~ 
fhall I prevail upon her, no doubt, if loth before, to . 
fl). I^ I cannot, I will enter the garden with her, 
and the houfe too, be the confcquence what it wilL' 
But io affiightedy there is no queftion but fhe will 
fly. 

When you think us at a fufficicnt diftance [And I 
{hall raiie my voic^ urging her fwifier flight, that you 
may gucfs at ihit"} then open the door with your key s 
But you muft be fure to open it very cautioufly, left 
we fhould not be far enough ofF. I would not have 
her know you have a hand in this oiatter, out of mj 
great regard to you. 

When you have opened the door, take your key 
out of the lock, and pm it in your pocket: Then, 
ftooping for mine, put it in the lock ^od the ihftde^, 
that it may appear as if the door was opened ^y hcr- 
felf, with a key, , which they will fuppofc of my pro- - 
curing (it being new) and left open by us. 

Thty^ottA/ conclude fhe is gone- off by her own ^ 
conient, that ihty may not puifue us: That they may 
fee no hopes of tempting her back again. . In cither • 
cafe, mii'chief might happen, you know. 

B-ut you. muft take dotlce, that^ you-arc only to o- 
pen the door with your key, in cafe none of the fa- ' 
mily come up to interrupt us, and before wc'-a re qoiie 
gout: For, if they do, you1l find by what follows, 
that you muft not open the door at all. ' Let ihem, 
on breaking it open, or by getting over the wall, find 
my key on ihc groui^d, it they will. 

If they do not come to interrupt us, a •' if vou 
by help of your key, come oui, follow us at a di- 
ftance; anj; wim u^ ifttd hanus, and wild and in> 

Ci^3 piuer.l 
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ErknC geftnrci (roaaing btdcward and tormwrdf kft 
ir 700 flioiitd come too ocarvti iodmit jtg^i 
faw fouwbodj coming to your affiftaoce) cry o«t far 
Help» hclp^ tod to haftcn. Tliea ilull wc be iboa 
at ihe chariot. 

, Tell the family, that yoa faw me enter ft chariot 
with hert A doscn, or morcy men on horfidmck, at- 
tending ut I ail armed ; fome with Unnderbuffia, ai 
you beiicTc ; and that we took the ^irite comraiy vay 
to that we ihaU take. 

Ton fee, hooeft Jofeph, how careflil I nai, ai «dl 
•f you* to avoid mUTchief. 

Obferve 10 keep at fuch a diftance that (he maf 
not difcover who yoo are. Take long ftrides^ to dtcr 
yoor gaite ; and hold up your head, honeft JoTeph y 
and fncMl not know it to be you* Meoa aire and 

faitcf are aa Tarious and as peculiar as their facet, 
^uck a (lake out of one of the hedget; and tog at 
ir, the' it may come ealy: This, if (he tnlii.back^ 
will look terrible, and account for your not follow- 
ing us tafter. Thco, returning with ir, ihouldered, 
bra^ to the family what you would have done, coufd 
you have overtaken us, ruher 1 ii any our ypong Lady 
fhould have been cairied ofF by fuch a — And you may 
call me namts. and curie me. And thefc air»wiU 
make you look valiant, and io carneft. Tou fee, 
boneft Jofcph'f I am always contriving togivej^^v re* 
puta ion. No man fuffers by fcrving me. 

Bu(, if our parley (bould laft longer than ! wifli) 
and it any of her friends uiiG her betore I cry, Htm, 
hem, twice; then, in order to lave youi felt (which is 
a very great point with m£*, I afiure you) make ibe 
fame ooife as above : but as I directed before, opea 
not the door wirh your key. On the contrary, wifli 
for a key with all y mr heart} but for fear any ot them 
Ihould by accident have a key aboui them, keep in 
rcttdineis half a dczcu little gr avel-ftones, no bigger 

w 
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than peas, and rhruft two or three flilyinto the key- 
hole; which win hinder their key from turning round* 
It is good, you know, Joreph,i:o provide agaiiift every 
accident in fuch an important cafe as this. And let 
thifi be your cry, inflead of the other, if any of my 
enemies come in your fight, as you feem to be trying 
to burft the door open. Sir ! Sir ! or Madam ! Ma- 
dam ! O Lord, haften ! Lord, haften ! Mr, Love- 
lace !— tMr- Lovelace ! — And very loud— And that 
.(hall quicken me more than it fhall thofe you call to.— - 
If It be BettVi and only B< tty, I fhall think worfe of 
your Art of making Love (a), than of your fideiiiy, 
if you can't find a way to amufe bcr, and put her up- 
on a falfe fcent. ^ 

Tou muft cell them* that your young Lady Teemed 
to run as faft off with me as I with her. This wUl 
alfo confirm to them that all purfuit is in vain. Aq 
end will be hereby pat to Solmes's hopes: And her 
iriends, after a while, will be more ftudious to be re- 
conciled to her, than to get her back. So you will be 

an happy ihfirument of great good to all round. And 
This will one day be acknowledged by both families. 

You will then be every one*s tavourite ; and every 

good fcrrvant, for the tuture, will be proud to be liken* 

ed ro honcfi Joieph Leman. 

If.ihe ihould guefs at you, or find you out, I have 

it already in my head to write a Letter for you to 

copy {b) ; which occafionally produced, will fet yoa 

ri^ht with hcr^ 

Ihis one time be diligent, be careful : This will 

bt; the crown of all : And once more, depend for a 

recofflpence upon the honour of 

Tour ajjured Friend, 

R. LOV&LACB. 

You 

(a) Sec p. i<x. (») Sec Vol. UL '^^t >ll^ V 
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Y6o not not be Co math afraici of going too br. 
with Bettj, IF 700 flfould make a match wit^ 
hers lhe>fa a very likely creacute, tho* a vixicn^ 
at yon fay. 1 have an adcniraUe'rcceipi tq ctt^cfa 
teraugan» wife. — Never fear,, Jofcph, bnr^thoa 
flialt be maftef of thine own houfc. H^ (he be 
^ery tronblefomcy. Lean teach thee ho^ to break 
her heut in a tweivemonthk ; and hongfifj^ tooir*- 
or the precept would not be mine. 

I indofe a^new earneft^oEmy. fmnre £ivoar« 

L E T T E R Li; 

7a RAert LavaLaca, EfyttU^y His lOmmr*- 

Bowured 3ir^ Sundajf Horning^ April ^ 

T Muft confefle I am iofinn'itely oblidged to yoar 
** Uonaer*s bounif. But this laft coofnnandl — H 
fecms fo intricket I Lord be mercifbl to me* how ' 
have I' been led from little ftepps to grate ftepps !— 
And if I (hould be found' out !-^6ttt yon Honner 
fays, you will take me 10:0 your Honner's fervife, 
and protecki me, if as I fh:>uld at any time be found 
out ; and raife my wages beiidcs \ or fct me upp in a ^ 
good Inn*-^} which is my ambifhion. And you wHl 
be honnt^rable aod kind to my deareft young Lady» 
God love her. — But who can be unkind ta ihe \ 

I will do the bcft I am able, fince your Honner will 
be apt to lofe.her, as your Honner fays^ it I do not; 
and a man ib flingie will be apt to gain her. But 
mayhap my dcaicfi: younge Lady wilh not make all 
this trubbic: neediuL It ihe has promised, (be will ftaud 
to it, I dare to fay. 

I love your Honnrr for contriveiog to fave mifchiff- 
fo well, i though', till Iknow'd your Honner, that 
you was very mifch^vous, and plefe your Honner : 
B^jf Anhi it to be cl ae contrary. )tour rionner, it is 

fhnc y means mighty well by every body, as far a4» 
ice. As X am fure I do mylcif y tori aai» aUhoff 

a' 
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a. very plane man^ and all thati a very honeft one» 
I thank my God. And have good principles^ and 
have kept my young Lady's preuepts always m mind: 
l^or (he goes no-where^ but laves a foul or two, more 
or Ic fs, • 

, So, commending myfelf to your Honner's furthef 
favour, not forgetting the Inne, when your Honner 
iliall fo pleafe, and a good one offers ; for Plafes are 
no iriherritanfes now«a-days. And| I hope, your Honf 
ner will not think me a diflioneft Man for farvinge 
your Honner ageoft my duty) as it may look; but 
only as my conmence clears me. 

Be pleafcd, howfomever, if it like your Honner, 
not to call me, honneft Jofephy and bonneft Jofeph^ fo 
often. For, althoff I think my feif very honneft, and 
all that; yet I am touched a little, for fear I (hould 
not do the quire right thing : And too befides, your 
Honner has fuch a fafiffihious way with you, as that 
I hardly know whether you are in jeft or earoeAi 
when your Honner calls me honeft fo often. 

I am a very plane man, and feldom have writ to 
fuch honourable gentlemen*, fo you will be good enufi* 
to pafs by every thing, as I have often faid, and need 
not now fay over again. 

As to Mrs. Betty} I tho'te, indeed, flie looked a- 
bpye me. But fhe comes on very well, nathelefle. I 
could like her better, iff fhe was better to my young 
Lady. But /he has too much wit for fo plane a man. 
NathelcfTc, if ihe was to angre me, althoff it is a 
Ihame to bete a v»'oman; yet I colde make (hift to 
throe my hat at her, or fo, your Honner. 

But that at fame refeit, iff your ]tionner fo pleafe to 
cure a (hrowiCh wife. It would mo^e cncurrege to wed» 
iff fo be one know'd it before-hand, as one may fay. 
So likewife, if one knoed one could Boneftly^ as your 
Honner fays, and as of the handy-work of God ia 
one twelvemonth — 

But^ 
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But, I (hall grow impentincnt to Tuch a great man. 
— And hereafttr may do for ihat, as ilie turns ooi t 
For one mought be loth to part with her, mayhap, 
fo vtrrf fooQ too ; cfpcffially if flic was to make ihc 
noiablc Lanlady your Honner put into tny head. 

Butt wnncc mocr, begging your Honner's pardeo, 
aod promiinDg all ditligence aad exfadcnelTc, 1 rede, 

l'$UT Hmnn't dtwti/u! SarvMl ta nmmmde, 

JoiitK Umax. 
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frkukfir^mH^'tkum % md fnimm knfi^fir i t rr^ff mi 

XXXVI. Mlj^ Hfw, r# C7«rj^ It vciei atifcc Juoatt to be 
c» telM«^ilRtter iiodi4r Bcftilet w raccive jib4 bio 
tMfetv 100 AWAT ipii voitlv witib htf* 

awCWI^cOWgh T« M$l Am. Hcr^ifiMieOedainaicn 
llo«M^lf•fo■fvo■i■r^leAliklto■Kcci▼ehcr• Allfafercoi 
lf| dm ha^Qtimf fitooiibii iiMl Miii^ to her tmm imain 
fH^» B aftttM im ii luMlcd out citlcr fiw Acr rsui fii«li 
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'Wma^imbm*^ HA kowt't motion to accomfuuij h 
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' ibc will do her utmoft to procure a reconciliation witb^ 
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Sey, than with Lovelace f And if not, Whether flic iboi 
mzrtj^ hipi as foon as p<>&ble ? 
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promifet compliance in ewy article with her pka/tire. Her heart 
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^ hhn, as he will come with a dif^rent expedition. 
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■tLVIII. Mifs Bbve. In Jufwer. Is aftoniihedy confounded, aghafU 
^ Repeats her advice to marry Lovelace. 

lIU^IX* Oiiriffaj To Mifs Howe* Gives a particular account of ^ her 
meeting Lovelace ; of her vehement conteot'ron with: him ; and, at . 
laft, of her being terrified out of her predetermined refolution^ . 
and tricked away- Her grief, and compundUon of heart, upon it* 
l^iys all to the h.\At of corrcfponding with him at firft againft pa* 
ieruaJ probibition. Is incenfcd againA him for his artful dealings 
with her, and for his felfiilz Love* ^ 

1^ Mr Lovelace^ To Jofcph Leman* A Letter which lays open Ae 

whole of his contrivance to get off.ClaciiTa* 
M' Jof^lAmtm* In Answer. 



END of Vol. Tt. 



I* 



i;i 



t 



VI 



i- 



.m * 






. '♦ 



s. ■ 



As" 


^4^ 






flCC * «. '•■■ v,^. , ( 

1 fe* «^^^<'«^ «»' ' 


ri 




1 

-^ 




■ 


^- ■- 



